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  L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  c h a i r  

Dear San Francisco Bay Chapter members,
This year, the incredible value of having a community 

like the Sierra Club has become increasingly clear. 
Throughout this year we have all had our strength, our 

values, and our humanity tested. Doing the work of saving 
our precious environment, and doing it together with ded-
icated, deliberate and thoughtful people helps us to stay resilient and is doubly 
rewarding.

A lot has happened at the Chapter. After four years of incredible service to 
the chapter, our fabulous Director Minda Berbeco has moved on to another job 
outside the Sierra Club. We are blessed that our wonderful Virginia Reinhart, for-
mer Communications Manager and now Acting Director, agreed to step into this 
challenging role. Virginia is doing an impressive work and the Chapter, it seems, 
did not skip a beat in the transition. Thank you to Virginia and the rest of our staff!

We are also saying goodbye to our beloved office of over 20 years on San Pablo 
Avenue. Not only did we outgrow that space we called home, but in these uncer-
tain times, while all of our staff works from home and meetings are held virtually, 
it did not make financial sense to hold on to the office space. When the time is 
right, we look forward to envisioning and manifesting a beautiful new home for 
the Chapter office.

Thank you for your support for the Sierra Club and the San Francisco Bay 
Chapter in particular. Your membership, volunteer work, donations, kind words, 
petitions, campaigning and everything else you are doing to help curb climate 
change and preserve our planet has a cumulative effect and is incredibly valuable. 

As you will read in this issue of the Yodeler, your commitment to standing 
with us is yielding a cleaner, healthier, more just and fair Bay Area. 

Sending you and your loved ones good warm wishes in this holiday season, 

Olga A. Bolotina
chapter chair
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Powered by volunteers, Sierra Club 
endorsees win big in the November election

A wholehearted congratulations to all winning can-
didates throughout our chapter area! The races both local 
and throughout the country showed a positive surge of can-
didates who won based on progressive values like taking a 
stand on climate and social and racial injustices.

The endorsed Sierra Club candidates are a growing group 
of these stand-out, independent-minded leaders galvanized 
by passion, brilliance, intention, creativity and commitment. 
Thanks in no small part to the tireless efforts of so many Si-
erra Club volunteers, some 80 percent of our endorsed candi-
date and ballot measure endorsements went our way.

Now we need to get back to work. This moment is call-
ing for urgent, sweeping, inclusive action to build resilience 
in our communities and the world at large. We have lost 
precious time to turn around the growing disastrous effects 
of the climate crisis. We need to treat it as the emergency it 
is. Incremental change is not enough. And we can no lon-
ger look away from social and racial injustices. The COVID 
crisis has opened our eyes to understanding that if we don’t 
have equality, we have nothing. Climate and environmental 
justice will not be achieved unless we interconnect them all.

Candidates like newly elected Sausalito City Council 
member Melissa Blaustein are already jumping in and hold-
ing open office hours to listen and get to know her constitu-
ents. Like so many of our endorsed candidates, Melissa has 
amazing energy and brings fresh new ideas to the table to 
help solve issues and take action to move forward.

I believe that all of the new elected candidates are com-
mitted to the hard and urgent work ahead to insure safe and 
resilient communities for ALL. This gives me hope.

— Jinesse Reynolds, Co-chair, Sierra Club Marin Group 
Political Committee
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YODELERSierra Club Elections matter! Vote for your local Sierra 
Club leaders by Dec. 21 — Turn to page 14

We have all just been through a grueling presidential 
election. Congratulations everyone!

Now it’s time for a much easier election very close to 
home. Over the next month we, the members of the Si-
erra Club SF Bay Chapter, will choose our own leaders. 
These leaders make important decisions on land, water, 
air, environmental justice and what specific steps we take 
to protect, preserve and enjoy our Bay Area. They debate, 
prioritize, select staff, endorse candidates and allocate our 
Chapter’s funds. Decisions made in 2021 will affect the 
physical and social environment we leave to the next gen-
erations. Think climate, transportation, open space and 
peace in our communities. 

We appreciate our volunteer leaders! Show your in-
terest in the work of the SF Bay Chapter by casting your 
ballot today.  

Along with our wonderful Chapter staff, we have 
done a lot of work putting this election together, for you. 
The election supplement with candidate statements and 
instructions for voting begins on page 14 of this Yodeler. 
Your ballot is on page 31. Thank you for participating!

— 2020 SF Bay Chapter Elections Committee: Peggy da 
Silva, Sarah Ranney, Lucy Claire Curran, Beth Bittle, Scott 
Simmons and William Yraqui

Chapter Climate Literacy Committee helps 
secure $50,000 for Oakland students

With the deep involvement of Climate Literacy Com-
mittee members, the Environmental Justice Caucus of the 
Oakland Teachers Association won a $50,000 education 
grant from the National Geographic Society for building 
student competence in understanding climate change and 
in supporting teachers in creating lessons which increase 
students’ understanding of geography, climate change, and 
effective advocacy to make Oakland more resilient. The 
lesson plans developed will be available for all.

Visit the Committee's webpage at www.sierraclub.org/
sfbay/climate-literacy to find resources for curriculum and 
professional development; model climate literacy resolu-
tions; a recorded climate literacy advocate training; and 
ways to get involved in the Committee's work.
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Snowcamping section offers free 
virtual clinics to help you get 
outdoors this winter
s i s s y  p e t r o p o u L o u

This season more than any other, people are ready to 
get outside. Are you one of them? If you have never camped 
in the snow — but plan to backcountry ski because the re-
sorts will have limited access — this opportunity is for you. 
While the Snowcamping Section of the Sierra Club SF Bay 
Chapter will not be offering the regular field trainings this 
year, its leaders will share with you 51 years of experience 
virtually with Zoom meetings! 

Winter sports can be overwhelming and the questions 
are endless: Can you use your three-season gear? Is the trail 
you know available? Do you need a snow shovel? Join us to 

get all the answers in a series of ten Zoom meetings, every 
Wednesday from 6:30 to 7:30 PM, beginning January 6th, 
2021. Each meeting will be devoted to one subject. We will 
present what we know best and answer all questions. 

If you want to expand your outdoor knowledge and feed 
your curiosity, join us! For more information, head to our 
website: www.snowcamping.org.

San Francisco celebrates passage 
of all-electric building ordinance
m e L i s s a  y u

On Tuesday, November 10th, the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors unanimously voted to pass the all-electric new 
buildings ordinance introduced by Supervisor Rafael Man-
delman and co-sponsored by Supervisors Dean Preston, 
Gordon Mar, Shamann Walton, and Matt Haney.

San Francisco is the larg-
est city in the state to pass an 
all-electric building ordinance 
and joins more than 30 oth-
er cities in California to begin 
phasing gas out of buildings. 
Now the ball is in the hands of 
the California Energy Commis-
sion to phase out gas in new con-
struction statewide, and those of 
the Governor and Legislature to 
accelerate the decarbonization of California's existing build-
ings in an equitable manner.

Burning fossil gas (otherwise known as natural gas) in 
buildings for space heating, water heating, clothes drying, 
and cooking is responsible for more greenhouse gas emis-
sions than all power plants in California.

San Francisco’s new ordinance requires newly con-
structed buildings to be all electric starting June 1, 2021. If 

the project includes a new restaurant, developers can re-
ceive a permit waiver for cooking equipment that would be 
available until the end of 2021. 

Months of advocacy led by the San Francisco Cli-
mate Emergency Coalition brought us to this historic 
victory. Most importantly, in the spirit of solidarity, 
labor — namely the plumbing trades — and environ-
mentalists joined forces to lay the groundwork for a Just 
Transition. A habitable climate does not have to result 
in working people losing their jobs amidst a historic 
economic depression. 

The ordinance’s all-elec-
tric requirements and corre-
sponding steps to expand the 
use of recycled and gray water 
systems is a blueprint for the 
rest of the state and country. 
Labor and environmentalists 
can support one another in 
securing good jobs for workers 
and, at the same time, build-
ing safer, healthier cities with-

out fossil fuel infrastructure.
This ordinance showcases a key relationship and un-

derstanding that can help foster legislation phasing out gas 
in other jurisdictions and policies aimed at equitably ret-
rofitting all existing buildings. Partnership will be critical 
in moving California towards clean and efficient electric 
heating, cooling, cooking and conserving precious water 
resources in the face of climate-driven drought.

 

L a b o r  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a L i s t s 

c a n  s u p p o r t  o n e  a n o t h e r 

i n  s e c u r i n g  g o o d  j o b s  f o r 

w o r k e r s  a n d ,  a t  t h e  s a m e 

t i m e ,  b u i L d i n g  s a f e r ,  h e a L t h i e r 

c i t i e s  w i t h o u t  f o s s i L  f u e L 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .

p h o t o  c r e d i t :  San Francisco from Grizzly Peak by 
Jay Huang via f lickr.com/photos/jayhuangphotos

Virtual Green Friday lineup 
features wild cat conservation, 
fossil fuel divesting tips, and a 
post-carbon economy
e L i z a b e t h  d o d g e

The Green Friday speaker series is beaming straight 
into your home via Zoom! Join us virtually on the sec-
ond Friday of each month for presentations on some of 
the most interesting and important environmental issues 
of our time. “Doors” open at 7:00 PM and the presenta-
tions begin at 7:30 PM. Read more and register (free) via 
the calendar listings at www.sierraclub.org/sfbay/events and 
we’ll send you instructions for how to join via Zoom.

On December 11th we will have a special presentation 
by engineer and climate activist Dr. Hari Lamba, whose 
new book “Brighter Climate Futures” was released in Au-
gust 2020. The book lays out a detailed plan to achieve 
an Earth that is beautiful, healthy, and free of fossil fuel 
pollution. Come hear about what our Earth and our com-
munities will look like after we have solved the problem of 
global warming and avoided its worst effects. 

On January 8th, Courtney Coon of the Felidae Con-
servation Fund will talk about wild cats and their habitats. 
Learn about current research and conservation activities to 
protect ecosystems and promote healthy ways for humans to 
coexist with wild cats and their habitats.

On February 12th, experts from Fossil Free California 
and the sustainable investing industry will share strategies 
to divest from fossil fuels, with a follow-up hosted by Green 
River Sustainable Financial Services. Community publisher 
David Peattie, climate finance activist Sandy Emerson, and 
Patrick Costello from 350 Marin will discuss better banking 
choices and step-by-step instructions for moving your mon-
ey out of big banks that fund fossil fuels.

Do you have ideas for future Green Friday programs? 
Reach out to Elizabeth Dodge at lizdodge@icloud.com.

p h o t o  c r e d i t s :  Top: A Sierra Club snowcamping trip to Martis Peak, by Nick Vasquez. 
Bottom: Courtesy Felidae Conservation Fund, via www.facebook.com/felidaefund.



6 �  s i e r r a  c l u b  y o d e l e r W i n t e r  2 0 2 0 - 2 1   �   7
p h o t o  c r e d i t :  Point Molate Beach, cour tesy Point 

Molate Alliance via facebook.com/ptmolatealliance.

Environmental groups, 
community members sue over 
illegal approval of luxury housing 
on Point Molate public lands
n o r m a n  L a  f o r c e

On October 9th, the Sierra Club and other envi-
ronmental groups filed a lawsuit challenging the recent 
decision by the City of Richmond to approve a proposed 
2,000-unit luxury housing project at Point Molate, a bi-
ologically, culturally, and historically rich part of the 
San Francisco Bay shoreline. In addition to the Sierra 
Club, the petitioners in this case are Point Molate Al-
liance, SPRAWLDEF, Citizens for East Shore Parks, 
Golden Gate Audubon Society, California Native Plant 
Society, Ocean Awareness Project, and individuals rep-
resenting local interests, including Native rights, which 
have been excluded from the decision-making process.

It is clear that the City violated CEQA in approving 
this luxury development. The project’s Environmental Im-
pact Report was completely inadequate, ignoring signif-

icant impacts to rare ecosystems and failing to respond to 
serious concerns raised by many members of the Richmond 
community and responsible agencies.

In addition to violating California environmental law, 
the City also violated California planning and zoning law 
by approving a project inconsistent with the City’s own 
General Plan policies intended to protect the environment 
— namely, that future development in Richmond should be 
concentrated downtown and near public transit in order to 
reduce vehicle miles traveled and associated pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions.

"The Richmond City Council has left us no choice," 
said Andrés Soto, long-time Richmond environmental jus-
tice advocate. "We had to file this lawsuit because of the 
utter disregard for the law designed to protect the rights and 
interests of the people of Richmond from predatory develop-
ers and their collaborators on the Richmond City Council."

Pam Stello, co-chair of Point Molate Alliance, said: 
“Point Molate should be preserved as a park for all Rich-
mond residents to enjoy — not sold off for a luxury housing 
development for a wealthy few. The Community Plan pro-
posed by and for Richmond residents is far more equitable, 
economically prudent, and environmentally sensitive.” The 
Community Plan would create a magnificent public water-

front park, preserve sacred sites on Ohlone ancestral land, 
and restore historic Winehaven Village as a commercial, 
educational and cultural destination, providing jobs for resi-
dents and revenue for the city.

Despite the local opposition to large-scale development 
at Point Molate, Winehaven Legacy, LLC, a subsidiary of 
southern California developer SunCal, seeks to construct al-
most 2,000 units of luxury housing, and only 67 “affordable” 
units, on this remote site with virtually no existing infra-
structure. Expert financial analysis shows that the project 
would result in yearly multimillion dollar deficits for Rich-
mond because the city would have to pay for new infrastruc-
ture and services. The area’s high risk of wildfire, combined 
with a lack of roads and other infrastructure, raises substan-
tial safety concerns not adequately addressed.

Courtney Cummings, Richmond spokesperson for the 
Confederated Villages of Lisjan/Ohlone on Point Molate is-
sues, said: "Desecrating the remains of Original People, laid 
to rest centuries ago in these sacred places, is heartbreaking. 
To have their burial sites be turned into a housing project or 
a parking lot or sewage treatment facility shows the ultimate 
disrespect to indigenous Americans, the First People of this 
land. Millions of Native Americans were living here and had 
been living here for many thousands of years when Colum-
bus arrived. Dishonoring our Sacred Places shows just how 
little respect is paid to us and to our ancestors, and to their 
lands that we all live on today."
b a c k g r o u n d

Point Molate is home to an unusual diversity of rare 
plant and animal life, from nesting osprey to black swallow-
tail butterflies. Its offshore eelgrass beds — a pillar of the 
Bay Estuary ecosystem — are the healthiest and most ex-
pansive in San Francisco Bay. The area includes prime native 
plant habitat due to limited human impact during the site’s 
years as a U.S. Navy fuel depot. 

Point Molate also holds significant historic and cultur-
al value: the site contains the Winehaven winery building, 
which, from 1906 until the prohibition era, was the largest 
winery on the west coast, and is now a designated “historic 
district.” The area also was once the location for Chinese 
shrimping camps mentioned in Jack London’s famous books 
about the Bay Area. Moreover, Point Molate holds a number 
of sites sacred to the Confederate Villages of Lisjan (com-
monly known as the Ohlone people). 

Among the failures of the project’s flawed Environ-
mental Impact Report are a disregard for potentially sig-

nificant impacts from the loss of eelgrass beds from water 
taxi and ferry service to the project, as well as from pol-
lution, erosion, and construction run-off; and a failure to 
acknowledge the significant impact of loss of two rare 
ecosystems — coastal prairie and northern coastal bluff 
scrub — as well as foraging and nesting habitat for sev-
eral raptor species, including the white-tailed kite and 
peregrine falcon.

Groups representing the local fishing industry have 
filed a similar suit against the City of Richmond for vio-
lating California environmental law.
p r o - e n v i r o n m e n t 
c o u n c i L m e m b e r s  e L e c t e d 
h a n d i L y  i n  r i c h m o n d

We are pleased to welcome the newly elected, Sierra 
Club-endorsed Richmond City Councilmembers, Melvin 
Willis, Claudia Jimenez, and Gayle McLaughlin, and look 
forward to working with them to protect Point Molate for 
all of Richmond.

Ensure your environmental legacy by 
naming the Sierra Club’s San Francisco 
Bay Chapter in your will or trust.

If you have named your local Sierra Club 
chapter as a beneficiary or would like to 
discuss doing so, please contact us today:

Matt bielby
matt.bielby@sierraclub.org

510-848-0800 x 321
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p h o t o  c r e d i t :  Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta 

cour tesy IBM Research via Flickr Creative Commons.

Lawsuit challenges California’s 
$16 billion move to fund Delta 
tunnel project
k a t h r y n  p h i L L i p s

Five environmental groups have sued the California 
Department of Water Resources for adopting a resolution 
approving the issuance of the Delta Program Revenue 
Bonds.

The bonds could raise $16 billion, or more, for plan-
ning and building the massive Delta tunnel project, which 
would divert billions of gallons of water from the environ-
mentally sensitive San Joaquin Delta and convey it south. 
The project is the Newsom administration’s proposed re-
placement for the twin-tunnel California WaterFix project.

Today’s lawsuit, filed 
in state court in Sacramen-
to by the Sierra Club, Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity, 
Planning and Conservation 
League, Restore the Delta 
and Friends of Stone Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
challenges the department’s 
approval of Delta tunnel 
funding without first con-

ducting any review under the California Environmental 
Quality Act.

“The single tunnel project would have devastating con-
sequences for the Delta,” said Bob Wright, an attorney for 
the Sierra Club. “The state can’t afford to continue throwing 
money away on this unsustainable pipe dream.”

The Department announced the single-tunnel version 
of the Delta tunnel project in January 2020, having aban-
doned the twin-tunnel proposal in 2019. The current proj-
ect would siphon water from the Sacramento River before it 
passes through the Delta, wreaking ecological and economic 
havoc. The project could significantly decrease the fresh wa-
ter flowing through the Delta, harming farming communi-
ties, native fish and the ecosystem’s overall health.

“It’s outrageous that California officials would commit 
funds for this massively harmful water tunnel without public 
engagement or environmental review,” said John Buse, senior 
counsel at the Center for Biological Diversity. “This boondog-

gle will destroy the Delta eco-
system in a desperate attempt 
to continue unsustainable wa-
ter use in Central and South-
ern California.”

The environmental 
groups also filed an answer to 
the Department’s complaint 
for validation, an action that 
seeks to confirm the legality 
of the bond issuance.

Company pushing coal in Oakland 
declared bankrupt 
j a c o b  k L e i n

After many attempts by the company to stave it off, 
Insight Terminal Solutions (ITS) has been declared bank-
rupt in a Kentrucky court. ITS had been at the helm of the 
effort to store and transport coal through the old Oakland 
Army Base for years now.

John Siegel, CEO of the now bankrupt ITS, hoped 
to secure funding from various sources, including Utah’s 
Throughout Infrastructure Fund, in order to retain control 
of the company and push for the coal port in Oakland. 

Thanks to the leadership of Utah activists and organizations 
in particular, this never came to be. 

The bankruptcy court gave control of ITS over to lend-
er and private equity firm Autumn Wind, which is based in 
Los Angeles. Although Autumn Wind has communicated no 
interest in coal, it is unclear what its intentions will be. It is 
possible that Autumn Wind will just try to sell off the assets. 

There are some who think Autumn Wind will still 
try to push through on coal. If this ends up being the case, 
we have a strong community to fight this back once again. 
Moreover, we know that coal is a dying industry. Japan is 
moving away from coal-fired plants. And with a respiratory 
pandemic still raging, it compounds the public health risks. 
As long as there’s a threat of coal and coal dust in our neigh-
borhoods, we will be fighting it off.

Does "renewable diesel" present 
a transitional path forward?
j a c o b  k L e i n

The Marathon Refinery in Martinez and the Phillips 66 
Refinery in Rodeo each recently announced plans to switch 
from fossil fuel based production to “renewable diesel.” Pro-
duced from feedstocks like cooking oil and vegetable oils, 
renewable diesels are being touted by the refineries as a more 
environmentally friendly alternative to oil. 

Indeed, the claim is that 
greenhouse gas emissions would 
be reduced by half, which may 
well be a positive step. However, 
that half still represents major 
greenhouse gas emissions at a 
time when we need to be work-
ing towards an emissions-free 
future, as seen in electrification 
efforts and switching from die-
sel trucks to electric. 

Proponents of renewable diesel also claim the switch 
will reduce other harmful emissions in addition to green-
house gases. But it wouldn’t eliminate harmful emissions, 
and wouldn’t address Particulate Matter 2.5, which we know 
to be especially harmful and linked to Covid-19 mortality. 

The renewable diesel feedstock would be mixes of fats, 
cooking oils, and vegetable oils. Although other facilities 
around the world have produced renewable diesel from 
cooking oils, the torrent of restaurant closures in the wake 
of Covid’s economic fallout is already reducing that source 
material.

As for vegetable oils, although the refineries are not cur-
rently planning on using palm oil — noted for its ecological 
destruction — the focus on soybean oil raises many questions. 
Although the refineries claim that the soybean oil will come 
from existing agricultural production, it’s unclear if there is 
enough to sustain mass production. If more soybean oil pro-
duction is needed, this could have negative environmental im-
pacts including monoculture and forest razing in places, like 
the Amazon, that are already devastated by deforestation. 

Also of concern is the impact that the new refineries 
will have on jobs. Marathon has already laid off most of its 
workers there. Although there are promises of new jobs for 

the transition and upon opening of the planned renewable 
diesel refinery, both Marathon and Rodeo Renewed are 
anticipating fewer jobs overall. In the meantime, many 
workers will be out of work. 

Currently in pursuit of permits to begin the transition, 
both refineries hope to be refining only renewable diesel 
by 2023 to 2025. The new refining process would run un-
til at least 2033. After that point, the refineries’ plans are 
unknown.

Down the line, when production eventually comes to 
an end, there must be a plan in place to decommission the 
refinery and do full site remediation to support community 

health and local ecologies.
All in all, it remains to be 

seen if renewable diesel offers 
a viable path to economy and 
energy production that doesn’t 
cause negative consequenc-
es for frontline communities, 
workers, and more. Renewable 
diesel may offer a transition-
al fuel as we try to switch to 
completely renewable energy 

sources. If it does, we have to make sure we’re planning for 
a future where communities and workers are supported, 
land is remediated and available for public use, and we’ve 
moved away from extractive economies.

p h o t o  c r e d i t :  Marathon Refinery in Martinez, 
cour tesy James Daisa via Flickr Creative Commons.
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Marin Group campaign updates 
j u d y  s c h r i e b m a n

While Covid has kept most of us at home and under 
Zoom, large developers continue to press forward while 
city and county staff are furloughed or at home.  There are 
four major projects in Marin that we are tracking and can 
use your support in fighting.
g o L d e n  g a t e  v i L L a g e : 

Bureaucrats want to destroy it; residents want to save 
it. Marin City's Golden Gate Village (GGV) is the larg-
est public housing development in affluent Marin County. 
Marin City is home to the majority of the County's Black 
residents. Listed on the National Historic Register, GGV 
is targeted by the Marin Housing Authority (MHA), 
Marin County, and a private New Jersey developer who 
want to gentrify and privatize it by tearing down the 16 
existing low-rise units and crowding an additional 156 
new units into two new high-rise buildings. This move 
would delay critical repairs to existing units for years and 
introduce a cookie-cutter approach that would destroy the 
tight-knit community. 

The residents of GGV have filed a lawsuit against 
MHA and the county for civil rights violations and ne-
glected repairs that have led to substandard and unsafe 
living conditions. The residents have their own plan that 
would serve as a model for the implementation of the 
Green New Deal throughout the country. For more infor-
mation and to add your voice in support of the residents, 
please see the website: https://ggvrc.org. Donations to help 
with the hard costs of the lawsuit are gratefully appreciat-
ed: www.gofundme.com/save-golden-gate-village. 
d i p s e a  r a n c h , 
p a n o r a m i c  h i g h w a y :

In the headwaters of Redwood 
Creek (which feeds Muir Woods), en-
dangered coho salmon, steelhead and 
northern spotted owls are under threat 
from an 8-10 acre development for as 
many as 12 potential homes. A CEQA 
suit filed against Marin County is be-
ing carried by Watershed Alliance of 
Marin (WAM) and Friends of Muir 
Woods Park with support from the Sier-
ra Club Marin Group. Agencies such as 

State Parks, Muir Woods National Monument, GGNRA, 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service, and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife have longstanding goals of 
protecting endangered coho that are jeopardized by private 
development. This project potentially damages the work and 
the millions of dollars spent on the Muir Beach restoration. 

The CEQA lawsuit will require preparation of a full 
Environmental Impact Report and is challenging the sub-
division itself. Please support the CEQA effort by donating 
to WAM at watermarin.org/donate or via GoFundMe: bit.ly/
savemuirwoodscoho. More info here: bit.ly/dipsearanch.
c o s t c o  e x p a n s i o n  i n  n o v a t o : 

In April 2020, Costco Wholesale proposed to add a gas 
station adjacent to the existing Costco store located in the 
Vintage Oaks Shopping Center. This is Costco’s second at-
tempt to build a mega-gas station. The project includes the 
construction of a 10,000 square-foot canopy that will cover 
14 fuel dispensers that accommodate 28 fueling stations. In 
addition, three 40,000-gallon underground tanks will be 
buried in land that is adjacent to the remaining wetland, 
previously filled in to make room for this shopping center. 

Please submit comments to Steve Marshall at smarshall@
novato.org or sign the petition before the next Novato 
Planning Commission meeting on December 14th: change.
org/NoCostcoGasStationInNovato. There's more information 
online at bit.ly/novatocostcoinfo. If you want to get more 
involved, contact Silke Valentine at silkevalentine1@gmail.com. 
c o s t c o  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t e r r a  L i n d a : 

Costco is also attempting to open a completely new 
mega-store in Terra Linda at the Northgate Mall, with an-
other huge bay of gas pumps, in hopes of attracting custom-
ers from as far away as San Francisco. There will be three 
covered fueling bays serving 30 cars at a time. The station 

will also have six stacking lanes, which 
will allow approximately 43 cars to wait 
for pumps at any given time, in addition 
to the 30 vehicles at the dispensers. Five 
underground fuel tanks will be put in. 

Residents do not want to see this 
huge building in an area that has long 
been desired and planned for a town 
center with housing that would truly 
revitalize the mall. Sign the petition 
opposing this project here: https://
rgmarin.org/petition. Project info here: 
www.cityofsanrafael.org/costco.

    $25          $50          $100       $200       Surprise us!  $_________               Make my gift monthly!

c u t  h e r e

Make a donation to support your local chapter's work here in the sF bay area!

return instructions:
Cut out this card and return it 
(in an envelope) to:

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite I
Berkeley, CA 94702-2000

donate online:
www.sierraclub.org/sfbay/donate

Make your check payable to sierra club sF bay chapter, or use your credit card.

Please select a payment method:        MasterCard         Visa         Discover         AmEx

Credit Card Number: ______________________________________  Exp. (mm/yy): _________________

Name on Card: ________________________________  Signature: ________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Contributions to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible; they support our effective citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts.

g o  s o L a r  a n d  s u n p o w e r  w i L L 
d o n a t e  $ 5 0 0  t o  t h e  s i e r r a  c L u b ' s 
s a n  f r a n c i s c o  b a y  c h a p t e r

Thinking of going solar? If you go solar through Sun-
Power, you’ll receive a $1,000 rebate and SunPower will 
donate $500 to the SF Bay Chapter. It's a win for you, your 
local Sierra Club chapter, and the planet. And if you're 
sheltering at home, SunPower will walk you through the 
entire process online — from exploration to site assess-
ment to drawing up a contract.

With more than 30 years of solar experience and a 
commitment to sustainability, SunPower can help you go 
solar today. By going solar with SunPower you can reduce 
— or potentially even eliminate — your electric bill.

Get started today at http://bit.ly/sunpowerforthebay to 
get your free quote and find out how much you can save.

d o n a t e  y o u r  v e h i c L e  f o r  a  t a x 
b r e a k  ( a n d  t h a t  w a r m ,  f u z z y 
f e e L i n g )

If you’re looking for your next big tax break and you 
itemize your deductions, consider adding a vehicle dona-
tion! It’s easy, the pick-up is free, and vehicle donations are 
tax-deductible. The Sierra Club Foundation's San Francis-
co Bay Chapter accepts cars, trucks, boats, and more; and 
acording to the IRS Guidelines, vehicle donors may claim 
fair market value for their donation up to the actual sale 
value. 

Our partners at CARS will pick up your vehicle from 
any location, no matter its condition, at no cost to you. To 
learn more, call our Vehicle Donor Support Team seven 
days a week at 844-6-SIERRA or get started online at 
scfch.careasy.org.

Like what you're reading? There's more than one way to support the 
Sierra Club's work here at the San Francisco Bay Chaper!
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Newsom claims to care about 
conservation. Why won't he save 
Tesla Park?
k a t h r y n  p h i L L i p s

If one thing has come out of this COVID experience 
that everyone ought to be able to agree upon, it is that 
parks are important.

They have become a vital way for Californians to exer-
cise and calm their spirits during this pandemic. Indeed, in 
the early days of the pandemic, visiting state parks became 
so popular that the state had to shut many down until offi-
cials figured out a way to better control crowds to support 
the need for physical distancing.

Ironically, the jump in need and use of the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation’s 280 parks has come 
during a period of stagnation in park expansion.

For more than a decade, the state has added no new 
parks — the longest period of time the state has gone with-
out adding a park since the state parks system was founded 

in 1927, according to the San Jose Mercury News.
This has happened even as parks visitation has risen ev-

ery year for at least a decade. In the 2016/2017 fiscal year, 
the last period for which statistics are available, state park 
visits had risen to more than 81 million a year. That was up 
by nearly 9 percent from the year before.

Given this, it might seem logical for a governor or his 
parks director to focus on adding another state park. And 
under most circumstances, I’d agree.

But in the last 22 years, there’s been something very 
wrong in the parks system that, until now, at least three state 
parks directors and four governors have not solved. Make 
that five governors, counting Gavin Newsom.

The problem is 3,100 acres of high-quality blue oak 
woodland, grassland and desert-olive shrubland in the hills 
on the southeastern edge of Alameda County. The area is 
commonly called Tesla Park and it is rich with biodiversity 
in plants and animals. It is home to at least 42 special status 
wildlife species, including my favorite animal, the Califor-
nia red-legged frog.

The area is so rich in biodiversity that it has been a fa-
vorite research spot for naturalists, ecologists and a range of 
scientists for more than 100 years.

Despite this, California’s state parks system has been 
planning Tesla’s destruction for more than two decades. 
And when it finally purchased the former ranch property in 
the late 1990s, it locked the gates to hikers, picknickers and 
nature watchers and began efforts to make it a playground 
for dirt bikes and three wheelers that have already effective-
ly denuded and defaced hillsides in the adjacent Carnegie 
off-highway vehicle park.

Since the land acquisition, neighbors and communi-
ty members throughout the region, including Sierra Club 
activists and a range of prominent scientists, have tried to 
persuade state parks leaders to free Tesla Park from a sad 
fate that would seriously disturb its much-needed usefulness 
for plant and wildlife conservation and non-motorized rec-
reation.

In 2019, we came very close to ensuring that the park 
would be saved. A bill would have simply allowed a conser-
vation-minded agency to take over the land if a large ran-
som—already in hand—was paid. Assembly Bill 1086 was 
carried by Rebecca Bauer-Kahan and passed both houses 
easily.

Then it moved to the governor’s desk. He vetoed it. He 
did this despite the fact that everyone that seemed to need 
briefing within the governor’s office and out—including the 
Natural Resources Secretary—had been loaded up with in-
formation about Tesla Park’s importance.

This was just one of the bad decisions Newsom made on 
bills that year. And since then, Bauer-Kahan and the Tesla 
Parks folks, led by the Friends of Tesla Park, have tried vari-
ous avenues to get the administration’s attention and a better 
outcome. So far the response is silence.

The thing I find most interesting about all of this is that 
Newsom and his crew claim on the one hand to care deeply 
about conservation. That was the key message in the gover-
nor’s signing of a recent executive order.

That was also the message behind the administration’s 
proposal in January to establish a new park, called N3, not 
far from Tesla. The money for that park nearly vanished with 
the arrival of COVID.

Notably, Tesla is part of a wildlife corridor that leads to 
N3. But the administration still remains silent on the fate 
of Tesla, other than to allow its park system to continue to 
spend time and resources defending its decision to turn Tes-
la into a dirt bike playground.

Gubernatorial candidate Newsom said more than once 
that he wanted to solve problems. Here’s a problem that 
Governor Newsom can solve swiftly and easily.

With nothing more difficult than a phone call to the 
parks director, the governor can preserve a wildlife corri-
dor, preserve an important ecosystem that can’t be repli-
cated or replaced, and open the gates to hikers simply by 
directing that Tesla be redesignated as a non-motorized 
park.

There’s a new parks director on board, Armando 
Quintero. He has a background that would suggest he’d 
be interested in preserving Tesla. But he’s only been in his 
position less than two months.

So this is a decision that rightly deserves the attention 
of the Natural Resources Agency secretary and the gover-
nor. In short order, they can do the right thing today. They 
can do something that can actually meet their stated goals 
and be appreciated for generations.

Or they can continue to talk the talk without walking 
the walk.

Kathryn Phillips is the Director of Sierra Club California. 
Learn more at www.teslapark.org.

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r : 
"The Yodeler article (Winter 2020) on the US Fish 

and Wildlife Service’s plan to restore the Farallones 
by removing invasive mice contained a number of 
misrepresentations. Briefly, owls do not eat seabird 
eggs. AB 1788, recently passed by the State Assem-
bly, does not preclude the use of rodenticides on 
the Farallones but, in fact, allows the use of a specif-
ically formulated product for conservation purpos-
es on islands.

"The article suggests a contraceptive method 
could eradicate the invasive mice. In fact, a contra-
ceptive approach is unavailable, unproven, and in-
feasible. Contraception is a method of control, not 
eradication; the latter is required on the Farallones. 
Infertility is temporary and would be reversed over 
time. The disturbance that would occur from the fre-
quent visits to service the many thousands of bait 
stations that would be necessary is unacceptable in 
a bird rookery. Contraception has not been used on 
islands, even with rat infestations, because it does 
not work.

"If there were a feasible non-lethal means of re-
moving the introduced mice, surely the many highly 
trained scientists who have worked on this project 
for decades and have dedicated their lives to the res-
toration of the Farallones would have embraced it."

– Roger D. Harris, Certified Wildlife Biologist and 
Sierra Club member since 1986

p h o t o  c r e d i t :  Courtesy Save Tesla Park, www.teslapark.org.
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Photo: Alameda County Against Fracking

CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

2020 Chapter
eleCtion

Vot ing Instruct ions :
All members of the Sierra Club who live in Alameda, Contra Cos-
ta, San Francisco, or Marin Counties, and who were registered as 
a member of record in the Club database as of November 9th, 
can — and are encouraged to — vote. Each Bay Chapter member 
can vote in the chapter-wide Executive Committee election and in 
the election for the Executive Committee of their local group (see 
below for finding your group affiliation).
All ballots must be received by Monday, December 21st.
Questions? Contact the Chapter office at 510-848-0800 or email 
the Elections Committee at elections@sfbaysc.org.

v o t e  b y  m a i L  o r  o n L i n e :
You may choose to vote by paper ballot or online. If we receive 
both electronic and paper ballots for the same membership num-
ber, only the electronic ballot will be counted. 
Your paper ballot is on page 31. Once you have made your selec-
tions, place the ballot in a stamped envelope and mail it to: Ballot 
Submission, Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter, 2530 San Pablo Ave, 
Ste I, Berkeley, CA 94702. Ballots sent by fax or email will not be 
counted. The mailing label printed on the reverse of your ballot, 
which includes your unique membership number, will indicate it’s 
valid. 
The chapter will also email a link to the online ballot to all members 
whose email addresses we have on file. If you do not receive this 
email but wish to vote electronically, go to the chapter election 
webpage at www.sierraclub.org/sfbay/2020-chapter-elections. 

w h a t  g r o u p  d o  i  b e L o n g  t o ?
To determine which group you belong to, look at the mailing label 
on this Yodeler. If you are a Bay Chapter member, a three-digit 
number beginning with “10” should appear in the line above your 
name, following your eight-digit membership number. This num-
ber designates your local group: 100 = No group membership; 102 
= Marin; 103 = Mount Diablo; 104 = San Francisco; 105 = Delta; 
106 = West Contra Costa; 107 = Southern Alameda County; 108 
= Northern Alameda County; 109 = TriValley.

w h at  i f  i  h av e  a  j o i n t  m e m b e r s h i p ?
Just after your group number, your mailing label also indicates 
whether your household has a single (SNGL) membership or a 
joint (JNT) membership. Each section of the ballot has two col-
umns for votes. If you have a single membership, mark only in 

the first column. For joint memberships, each member makes their 
selections in one column. Both members in a joint membership must 
vote in the same medium (either paper or electronic ballot).

w h a t  c a n  “ s p o i L ”  m y  b a L L o t ?
Your ballot will be considered spoiled and will not be counted if:

R5 you vote in the incorrect group election (spoils group vote);
R5 you vote for more candidates than the maximum indicated;
R5 your ballot is illegible; or
R5 you already cast your ballot online.

Candidate Statements :
Candidate names are listed in random order. The membership dates listed 
for each candidate are those listed in the Club membership database, but 
may not be completely accurate, especially for earlier time periods.

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
There are seven candidates. You may vote for four or fewer.

Melinda Howard-Herrarte
Residence: Berkeley
Occupation: Project Manager
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Alternate Representative, Chapter Executive Committee
R5 Vice Chair, Northern Alameda County Group Executive 

Committee
R5 Conservation Committee, Northern Alameda County Group
R5 United Nations Association Chapter Director, Division Vice 

President of Education, and National Council Representative
Statement:

I strongly believe in the goals and mission of the Sierra Club. 
Urgent climate action, while ensuring that policy decisions are made 
with eye on equity, is critical. We maximize our impact when every-
one has a seat at the table, so I’m particularly interested in finding 
ways to promote equity and inclusion at all levels of leadership in 
the Chapter and the Club. As a representative on your Chapter Ex-
ecutive Committee, I’d like to explore creative ideas for local and 
global partnerships to fight the climate crisis, and be a champion 
for environmental justice. I live in Berkeley and work full time as 
a project manager for a local nonprofit healthcare company, where 
I am San Francisco/Oakland co-site lead of its employee environ-
mental group. I split my volunteer time between Sierra Club and the 
United Nations Association (UNA). I currently serve on UNA’s Na-
tional Council, and in leadership roles in my local Chapter and the 
Northern California Division. I advocate at the federal level for is-
sues like re-entry into the Paris Climate Accord. In 2019, during my 
final term as President of the East Bay Chapter, I presented Global 
Citizen Awards for climate justice to Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter, 
350.org, and Impossible Foods. Previously, I led efforts to convene 
a Climate Symposium in Berkeley, in partnership with the United 
Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). Speakers included 
local IPCC report authors, Drs. Dan Kammen and Kirk R. Smith.

SIERRA CLUB SAN FRANCISCO BAY CHAPTER
2020 ELECTIONS

MT. DIABLO 
GROUP

TRI VALLEY 
GROUP

NORTHERN ALAMEDA 
COUNTY GROUP

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA 
COUNTY GROUP

WEST CONTRA COSTA 
COUNTY GROUP

CHAPTER  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE

MARIN
GROUP

SAN FRANCISCO 
GROUP

DELTA 
GROUP

REGIONAL GROUP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

SEAT CURRENTLY 
FILLED

SEAT CURRENTLY OPEN 
& UP FOR ELECTION

SEAT CURRENTLY FILLED &
NOT DIRECTLY ELECTED 

BY MEMBERSHIP

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e

i m a g e  c r e d i t :  Graphic by Laura Einowski.
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CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

Becky Evans
Residence: San Francisco
Sierra Club member since: 1969
Activities: 

R5 SF Bay Chapter Chair 2014-17
R5 Sierra Club Council Delegate 2015-2020
R5 Chapter Executive Committee since 2011
R5 San Francisco Group Executive Committee
R5 Member, Chapter Finance, Staff Management and Political 

Committees
R5 Sierra Club Colby Library volunteer 2005-present
R5 Ed Bennett Lifetime Achievement Award
R5 People for the Parks

Statement: My issues work over many years has been focused on 
parks, waterfront and water as well as citizen efforts on sewage and 
transportation - translate that to a I Clean Water Advisory panel 
and Doyle Drive (now the Presidio Parkway). Waterfront planning  
- Piers 30-32 and SF's Proposition B  will be coming into focus 
again.  As the Chapter's Council Delegate for the past five years, 
I've made a habit of sharing every piece of important information 
that comes my way on national actions and activities.

The Bay Chapter website describes what the ExCom is and 
what we do.  There are 17 members including 9 elected by the mem-
bership.  We are all volunteers - writers, attorneys, consultants, sci-
entists and retirees.  We oversee the Chapter staff, budget, potential 
litigation and political endorsements.  And we have a lot of meet-
ings.  These days, a lot of Zoom meetings.

We are a few of the Sierra Club's many representatives.  The 
Chapter's successes are yours, the products of the hearings you attend 
and the letters you write.  These days our efforts are doubly important.

We need to bring more of our 35,00 members into activist roles 
- fighting sea level rise, climate change and housing a growing Bay 
Area population.  Please come aboard.

I'd appreciate your vote to re-elect me to the Chapter Executive 
Committee. You can contact me at rebecae@earthlink.net (please 
put "Chapter Elections" in the subject line).

Nick Pilch
Residence: Albany
Occupation: Manager of Software Engineers
Sierra Club member since: 1990
Activities:

R5 National and Local Outings Leader, 2005-present
R5 Northern Alameda County (NAC) Executive Committee 

(Excom) member 2010-2011
R5 Bay Chapter Excom member 2011-2016
R5 Outreach Committee chair 2011-2012
R5 Nominations/Elections Committee Chair 2013
R5 Fundraising Chair 2015
R5 Local Ballot Measure Review Committee 2016-present (Si-

erra Club California)
Statement:

I have a long history with environmentalism and the Club. I 
was active in Club Outings for many years before I began political 
service with the Club. As an Excom member, I filled many volunteer 
roles as well as my Excom role.

I co-founded Albany Strollers & Rollers, and volunteered with 

the Albany Climate Action Coalition.
I’ve had the privilege of serving on the Albany City Coun-

cil for the last six years where I continued my environmental work 
and advocacy. I was appointed to the League of California Cities 
Environmental Quality Policy Committee. I supported and cam-
paigned for city environmental work and ballot measures, such at 
the 2020 Albany Measure DD which will fund climate action work. 
I’ve served 4 years on the East Bay Community Energy Board, our 
own CCA which allows us to choose green energy.

My priorities for the Chapter are:
R5 Cordial and respectful and fruitful relationships amongst 

volunteers and leaders
R5 Diversity in all aspects
R5 To attract and retain young membership. Increasingly, the 

membership is skewing older. We can’t maintain the Club if we can’t 
continue to bring in young volunteers and leaders.

R5 To attract and retain people of color. The Sierra Club must 
represent the diversity of our geographic boundaries.

R5 To make sure the Chapter is working on all aspects of envi-
ronmental work – environmental justice, and climate change includ-
ing alternative transportation and energy, and resource conservation.

R5 Finally, to maintain fiscal solvency. The Chapter depends on 
contributions and fundraising is imperative. I will do my part in 
donating and fundraising as well.

Contact me at: nicky@mindspring.com or 510-525-3405.

Marisol Rubio
Residence: San Ramon
Occupation: Health Care Provider
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Dublin San Ramon Services District Division 1 Director-Elect
R5 Former State Senate District 7 Candidate
R5 County Central Committee Issues Committee Co-Chair 

and At-Large Delegate
R5 Contra Costa Labor Council Delegate
R5 SEIU Democracy Captain
R5 Human Rights and Environmental Advocate

Statement:
Protecting our environment has been a personal passion since 

my early years in college when I became involved in several forest 
restoration projects and learned firsthand how human behavior di-
rectly impacts our environment. During this time, I also made a 
personal commitment to reduce my carbon footprint by switching 
to a vegetarian and then vegan diet for 21 years. 

Whether in my personal or professional life, I firmly believe that 
our actions should reflect our values. That’s why, as the County Cen-
tral Committee At-Large Delegate and Issues Committee Co-Chair, I 
sponsored and passed several bold climate initiatives such as the Cali-
fornia Green New Deal, Protecting the Brentwood Urban Limit Line, 
a Call for a Presidential Debate on Climate Change, and most recently 
the Environmental and Climate Crisis Council Platform. As a 2020 
State Senate candidate, I was also the only candidate who pledged to 
not accept fossil fuel, Big Oil, developer, or corporate money. And, as 
the DSRSD Director-Elect, I will continue to work hard to conserve 
our supply and quality of water for future generations. 

Today, I am prepared to put my background in Molecular and 
Cell Biology, my passion for protecting our environment and nat-

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e

ural resources, and my proven leadership working on several com-
mittees and spearheading various community-based programs and 
organizations to work for the San Francisco Bay Chapter to ensure 
that future generations have a healthy, habitable planet. Thank you 
and I hope to earn your vote!

Contact: (925) 587-3477 and marisolforcal@gmail.com.

Olga A. Bolotina
Residence: Oakland
Occupation: Special Advisor, City Council, 
Oakland 
Sierra Club member since: 2000
Activities: 

R5 Chair, SF Bay Chapter Executive Committee
R5 Voting Member of the Chapter Political, Finance, Staff Man-

agement Committees, and California State Political Committee
Statement:

Dear Sierra Club members, my heart and best wishes go out to 
everyone who has suffered and are still enduring unprecedented losses 
due to COVID, consequences of climate change, human injustice, and 
other circumstances that this year brought upon us. Thank you for your 
continuous advocacy for our precious environment and for your support 
of the Sierra Club despite and because of it all!

Serving for nearly twelve years as a Chapter leader, and this 
year as the Chapter Chair, I have been humbled and impressed with 
our staff and volunteers who are dedicating their time tirelessly to 
the mission of the Club. 

As the Chair, together with the Chapter team, my focus has 
been on making sure that our Chapter did not skip a beat working 
to preserve our open spaces and parks, advocating for clean energy, 
supporting affordable housing, mitigating sea level rise and standing 
up for justice, diversity, and inclusion. 

It has been a trying year that led to reflection, lots of internal 
and community work, big decisions and continuous learning. We 
still have a lot of work ahead of us and as we are developing our five-
year Strategic Plan we distributed surveys for our members, leaders, 
staff and environmental justice organizations in an effort to hear 
from you and include your voices. 

I humbly ask you to give me the opportunity to continue putting 
my skills, experience, knowledge, and passion to work for the benefit 
of the Sierra Club and continue to create a truly inviting, inclusive and 
collaborative culture. You can contact me at olga@sfbaysc.org.

Thank you for your vote. 

Arthur Feinstein
Residence: San Francisco
Occupation: Conservationist
Sierra Club member since: 1981
Activities: 

R5 Chapter and San Francisco Group Execu-
tive Committee Member, 2006 to present

R5 ExCom chair 2010 to 2013
R5 Chapter Director: 2012 (Interim)
R5 SF Group PolCom Chair, 2008
R5 SF Group Cons Com chair 2009 to 2012
R5 Sierra Club California Conservation Committee Chair, 

2017 to present
R5 SCC Executive Committee member 2016 to present
R5 National Sierra Club’s Susan Miller Award (2014)
R5 Chapter Lifetime Achievement Award (2020)
R5 Clean Water Network’s 30-Year Heroes Award

Statement: 
Pandemic, Wildfires,Trump. The world has turned upside 

down. As never before, the Bay Area needs a strong Sierra Club 
because the answer is not despair but accepting the challenges, 
seeking solutions and implementing them. Our strengths are in 
electing good environmentalists to state and local office, opposing 
bad projects and supporting good ones, making nature accessible 
to all including the disadvantaged. To achieve all this requires 
an effective Executive Committee. The ExCom not only needs 
to provide volunteer activists essential support but also to manage 
our staff and ensure they know they are appreciated. 

I will help the Chapter ExCom achieve this because I have the 
skills and experience for this essential work. I have been Chapter 
Chair and Director. I have been an effective advocate, working on 
wetlands issues locally and state and federal levels savng and restor-
ing thousands of acres of wetlands around the Bay. I helped save 
two square miles of East Bay habitat at Gateway Valley in Orinda 
and helped establish the McLaughlin East Shore State Park.

Last year I was a member of the National Sierra Club’s Task 
Force on Climate Resilience. Our successful work was given an 
award and became National policy. This year I helped establish a 
3-chapter Sea level rise committee to address the daunting future 
of over 3.5 feet of sea level rise. I look forward to continuing all 
these efforts.

Max Perrey
Residence: Mill Valley
Occupation: Consultant
Sierra Club member since: 2009
Statement: 

Since 2009, when I was in high school, I 
have been an active Sierra Club volunteer. I currently live in Mill 
Valley, and professionally I am currently a consultant working a 
variety of political and community projects aligned with the Sierra 
Club’s values. 

Over the last decade, it has become clear that our number one 
imperative must be to act quickly if we’re to mitigate the worst im-
pacts of the climate crisis. We must eliminate our use of fossil fuels, 
go zero waste, restore wetlands and invest in the green jobs neces-
sary for a just transition to take place. 

I’m running to continue the work that I’ve done as a member of 
the SF Bay Chapter Executive Committee (2016 - 2019), and build 
on my current role as a member of the Chapter’s Strategic Planning 
Committee. Over the years, I’ve served on the Chapter’s Finance 
Committee, Fundraising Committee, Political Committee, David 
Brower Dinner Planning Committee, Federal Lands Committee 
and various ad hoc committees focused on specific issues. I’ve also 
represented the Club to coalitions and focused my time to help the 
Chapter tackle issues of importance including climate action, open 
space protection, racial and economic justice, and clean energy. 

Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate 
to reach out with any questions. My email is max.perrey@gmail.
com and my cell number is 415-450-0774 if I can be of assistance. 
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DELTA GROUP
There are two candidates. You may vote for two or fewer.

Paul Seger
Residence: Oakley
Occupation: Retired teacher
Sierra Club member since: 2017
Activities:

R5 Delta Group chair 2017-present
R5 SF Bay Water Committee 2017-present
R5 3-Chapter Sea-level rise Committee
R5 SF Bay ExCom, 2017-present
R5 SF Bay PolCom, 2017-2019

Statement:
I’m proud to be working with the Sierra Club for the better-

ment of the environment in East Contra Costa.
My main goals are to expand local membership and influence 

of the Sierra Club in Eastern Contra Costa. We need to be the 
leaders to more aggressively assert sustainable solutions as we do 
our part regionally.  I’m totally committed to advocating for East 
Contra Costa’s unique character and future. 

We are leading the way in East County using the positive 
influences that Sierra Club leaders have on local communities 
around the Bay area but the Sierra Club does need many more ef-
fective environmental leaders (please join us) on the issues import-
ant to East County: Antioch, Bay Point, Bethel Island, Brent-
wood, Byron, Discovery Bay, Knightsen, Oakley, and Pittsburg 
(including unincorporated areas that are represented by the Board 
of Supervisors).  I am confident that we will continue expanding 
our influences and services, furthering our mission to protect the 
environment and extend equanimity far into Eastern Contra Cos-
ta County's communities in the next several years.  I am already 
gearing up for action and activities to increase the Delta region's 
understanding of SC issues through educational outreach and in-
creased SC membership.

The Western-San Joaquin, South-Sacramento, South-East 
Solano, North-East Contra Costa need to work together to make 
sure that the next 100+ years of growth in our Delta Region is 
inclusive, responsible and transparent.  This is a very sensitive area 
that has been divided. East County’s Delta group should seek to 
employ Environmental Legal Assistance to be certain that East 
County’s sprawl is held at bay, while only sustainable policy and 
projects can be allowed to move forward, if necessary. This is the 
direction I’d like to see us head. Cheers!

Nancy D’Cruz
Residence: Oakley
Occupation: Senior Member Technical Staff; 
Wireless Communications
Sierra Club member since: 2017
Activities:

R5 PACE Oakley founder
R5 Delta Group Executive Committee

Statement:

If I could spend every free minute of my life with horses, I 
would.  East Contra Costa was once the Horse Capital of Califor-
nia… it had the highest number of equine per capita.  Sprawl is in-
tent on coveting the “vineyard culture” and eradicating equestrians.  
Truth is is that agriculture and equestrian and 4-h and future farm-
ers should be the future for Eastern Contra Costa… There is more 
to economy and economic development than paving, or sequestering 
and burning fossil-fuels.  Transportation and sprawl are the issues: 
more rapid-rail transport, less roads.  East Contra Costa can grow 
but we need to consider every possibility.  Do not build in areas 
which will be affects sea-level rise as it will put property and lives 
in jeopardy. I say, no to drilling for oil/gas, no to the delta tunnel.

East Contra Costa County is one of the country's fastest 
sprawling regions in the country and our local municipal govern-
ing bodies are practically giving it away with little care to health/
well-being, safety or the environment/climate change. We have pro-
tected Ag/Equestrian areas that are regularly targeted by develop-
ers.  Delta-Bay:  We are on the front lines fighting for the health of 
one of the Western Hemisphere's most significant estuaries; sitting 
right on the Delta, the Bay's “doorstep”, to which we must coordi-
nate smarter campaigns to fight for the ecology of the Delta.  My 
family rescues water-fowl and promote wildlife in East County.

MARIN GROUP
There are six candidates. You may vote for six or fewer.

Barbara Bogard
Residence: Mill Valley (unincorporated)
Occupation: teacher, computer analyst—retired
Sierra Club member since: 1995
Activities:

R5 Sierra Club Marin Group Executive Com-
mittee 2017-present

R5 Conservation Committee Chair 2019-present
R5 Climate Solutions Committee Co-chair 2017-present
R5 Parks & Open Space Committee Co-chair 2016-2018
R5 Pesticide Free Zone Board of Directors 2015-present
R5 YardSmartMarin Steering Committee 2016-present
R5 The Real News Network Climate Crisis Bureau Advisory 

Board 2018-present
R5 Friends of Golden Gate Village Resident Council 2016-present
R5 MLKing Jr Coalition 2017-present

Statement:
I have been a full-time activist and organizer for 20 years. I 

have worked on multiple environmental issues during that time as 
well as managed political campaigns for local environmental lead-
ers. Currently I am focused on climate change, racial/environmental 
justice, elimination of single-use plastic, regenerative agriculture, 
and pesticides. 

I am committed to helping the Sierra Club take the lead on 
these and other issues as well as to increase the visibility of our group 
so that our contributions are better acknowledged and respected by 
our local community. I am also working on building alliances and 
working collaboratively with other groups who share our goals and 

values since our power and influence increase with our numbers. 
I am especially concerned about the lack of diversity that so 

often characterizes our environmental movement. To try to address 
that, I spend much of my energy working with the Black commu-
nity in Marin on issues that concern them, including sea level rise 
and flooding, access to healthy food, and especially the fight to stop 
privatization and gentrification of Golden Gate Village, the historic 
public housing project in Marin City.   

As we face critical challenges to our environment, to our de-
mocracy, to our values, and to the very survival of human life on this 
planet, I am committed to doing everything I can to heal people 
and planet.

You can contact me at barbogard@gmail.com.

Pamela Ruby Meigs 
Residence: Fairfax 
Occupation: Registered Nurse, MS in Community 
Health 
Sierra Club member since: 2000 and prior 
Activities:

R5 Ross Valley Sanitary District
R5 North Bay Watershed Association
R5 Fairfax Corona Virus Task Force
R5 Cascade Canyon Fairfax Firewise
R5 Fairfax Planning Commissioner, founded Fairfax Open 

Space Committee
R5 Fairfax General Plan Committee
R5 Fairfax Tree Ordinance, Measure D
R5 World traveler, adventure sports

Statement:
My passion to serve and care for the Earth has been deep in 

my veins  since childhood. All living beings thriving on our fragile 
Earth need now  more than ever to be “cared for”. My energy, my 
knowledge and my  teaching commits to healing/promoting a better 
world. Sadly, injustice is damaging our earth. It is an environmental 
and social  crisis. 

The Sierra Club is a strong foothold to prepare, care, and 
amend the  ongoing damage to our fragile Earth. I am fearful that 
my grandchildren  will not have this Earth thriving ecologically/
socially. As Joanna Macy has  stated about the Great Turning, "act 
now for the sake of life on Earth.”  

Marin County has beautiful green hillsides, acres of open 
space with  thousands of trees, an abundance of wildlife, and a 
vision to share this beauty  with others in perpetuity. We have 
to protect all that has been acquired.  In addition Marin County 
needs to create a more equitable community,  and we have other 
injustices that need to be addressed. Now is the time  to become 
more inclusionary to help support and heal our community. 

I am concerned about losing our open space land, wildfire from 
climate  change, sequestering carbon, excessive use of plastics, our 
endangered  species, pesticides, sea level rise, protecting our con-
servation policies,  volunteers and continuing education programs. 

From my years of activism, I would be honored to continue to 
care and  focus my experience, knowledge, and leadership for the 
Marin Chapter of  the Sierra Club on the Executive Committee.

You can contact me at pamelameigs@sbcglobal.net.

Susan Hopp
Residence: Mill Valley (unincorporated)
Occupation: Sustainability Educator and 

Consultant
Sierra Club member since: 2005
Activities:
R5 Marin Chapter – Plastic-Free Marin Sub-Committee 

Member from FEB2018 inception
R5 Board Member, American Cetacean Society SF Bay 

Chapter since 2018
R5 Marin Water Coalition Co-Chair 2010-2011
R5 Sustainable Mill Valley member
Statement: 
My interest in increasing my involvement with our local 

Marin Group as an ExCom member aligns with and supports my 
mission - to have greater impact in support of my highest values 
to protect wildlife habitat and further environmental and social 
justice.  Since making the career shift from technology compa-
nies, for the last ten years, I have worked in sustainability as an 
educator and helping organizations and communities realize the 
benefits of “triple bottom line” management to incorporate social 
and environmental impact along with the financial.  

We have a lot of challenges facing us in this age of the An-
thropocene and it requires the power of collective action. From 
my activism in Marin County, I’ve seen the power of active voices 
and mobilizing community members. This enabled us to defeat 
the Marin Municipal Water District’s plan for a desalination plant 
well on its way to approval in 2009. It enabled our chapter’s Plas-
tic-free Marin sub-committee to create a juggernaut of support to 
eliminate single-use plastic at the county level and within individ-
ual Marin municipalities (an effort that while stymied by COVID 
is unstoppable).

There is much work to be done and I want to further amplify 
my voice with our dedicated Marin team. 

You can contact me at 415-602-9830.

Judy Rogers
Residence: San Rafael
Occupation: Retired Public School Teacher
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Statement:

Having served one year on the Sierra Club Marin Group Ex-
ecutive Committee, I am eager to continue in this position. I have 
learned about challenges our county faces and the influence of 
stakeholders’ perspectives. Our Sierra Club Executive Committee 
actively confronts those challenges with science, collaboration and 
commitment.  The opportunity to support our group’s mission has 
been a privilege.

Sierra Club Executive Committee has broadened my un-
derstanding of the function and impact of local government. 
I have learned the importance of keeping elected officials in-
formed about environmental protections and social equity. At-
tending various board meetings and participating in the can-
didate endorsement process have been meaningful ways for me 
to get involved. A highlight of my first year on the executive 
committee was to work on the campaign to defeat Measure D 
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on the March 2020 ballot. Our efforts to protect 157 acres of 
open space and a portion of San Geronimo Creek’s salmon run 
succeeded, signaling a message of humility and reverence for our 
common open spaces.The most important lesson I learned from 
the campaign is that change does not happen overnight. Years 
of hard work by Marin County environmental activists led to 
ultimate defeat of the measure. 

I am looking forward to another dynamic year on the Si-
erra Club Marin Group Executive Committee. Despite pan-
demic setbacks, our group continues to press for passage of a 
countywide reusable foodware ordinance. Housing and safe-
ty inequities in Marin City is another critical issue that Sierra 
Club Marin Group has been advocating for years. Our executive 
committee envisions implementation of a Green New Deal for 
those residents. The substantive scope of our agenda is rich with 
possibilities. 

Silke Valentine 
Residence: Novato 
Occupation: Massage Therapist 
Sierra Club member since: 2017 
Activities:

R5 Steering Committee, 350 Marin, 2014 - present
R5 Sierra Club Marin Group Climate Solutions/Plastic Free 

Marin since January 2020
R5 Climate Emergency Resolution Marin Group since Jan-

uary 2020
Statement:

I have been a climate activist and organizer for 6 years. I 
work to bring awareness to and mobilize against  the fossil fuel 
industry and the damage they cause to the climate, environ-
ment and people. I organized rallies and  marches including 
“Stand with Standing Rock” in 2016, “Stop Banking on Cli-
mate Change” in 2019/2020 in  Novato, San Rafael and San 
Anselmo, held in front of Chase, Bank of America, Citibank 
and Wells Fargo and  done in coalition with Sierra Club, Sun-
rise Movement and Marin’s Sustainable groups. I also helped 
with 2020’s  “Shoe strike for Climate Action “in Novato/Marin 
with Green Novato, as part of the global efforts for climate  
justice. I helped form a Climate Activist Group in Novato that 
is working on passing Climate Emergency  Resolutions in both 
Novato and in other cities in Marin County. I am currently 
organizing to prevent the building  of the Costco Mega Gas 
Station in Novato. 

I am especially concerned about the sixth mass extinction, 
the Climate Crisis, and plastic pollution. 

I respect and honor the Sierra Club as an effective and 
powerful organization which fosters respectful relations  with 
nature, best human stewardship, and a sustainable / regener-
ative lifestyle as well as social, economic, racial,  and envi-
ronmental justice. I am committed to helping Sierra Club’s 
magnificent work of protecting nature and  wildlife and imple-
menting a healthy environment for all. 

My work is dedicated to protecting future generations by 
helping to create an environment in which all beings can  thrive in 
a just society with right relations and respect for our diversity and 
all life on earth. I look forward to your  vote so I can join with the 

Marin ExCom in creating the change we need.
Contact me at silkevalentine1@gmail.com or 415-272-5287.

Mickey Allison
Residence: Sausalito
Occupation: Retired teacher
Sierra Club member since: 1965; Life Member: 1995
Activities: 

R5 Sierra Club Marin Group Executive Com-
mittee, 2017 to present

R5 Chapter Federal Parks Committee, 2015 to present
R5 Sierra Club Inspiring Connections Outdoors (ICO), 1998 

to present
R5 Marin County Parks and Open Space Roundtable 2018 to 

present
Statement: 

An Oakland native with a bachelor’s in biology, masters in zo-
ology from UC Davis, I taught skills, regular and advanced place-
ment biology in public schools and Bio 101 in community college.  I 
have spent a lifetime outdoors - horseback riding, hiking, camping, 
backpacking, canoeing and summers in Canada on a small island 
with no electricity. In 2004 I moved into a floating home in Sausali-
to adding solar, shredded denim insulation and other upgrades to 
make my home greener and lowering my energy footprint to mini-
mum charges.

During my two terms, I’ve supported ongoing projects of other 
Executive Committee members and been grateful for help on issues, 
mostly southern Marin, that I have led or shared lead on. Every 
issue has been a learning experience. Every new one offers possibili-
ties of learning more. I still love teaching, but I really get kick out of 
researching science-based issues, finding data and obscure tidbits of 
evidence that will support Marin Group positions on various issues 
within Marin County. It’s fun.

I developed a deep attachment to Marin City through its li-
brary and later creating K-6 science experiments for the Boys and 
Girls Club program, volunteering as a 10,000 Degrees science aide 
at Bayside MLK Academy and attending ISOJI monthly meetings 
that discuss issues critical to the Black community in Marin City. 
These all led to my running for Marin Group in 2017. I look forward 
to continuing working with our current ExComm members and es-
pecially with our new members. I’m sure they will bring additional 
environmental concerns, ideas and perspective to the table.

You can contact me at mickall1@yahoo.com.

MOUNT DIABLO GROUP
There are two candidates. You may vote for two or fewer.

Mark Van Landuyt
Residence: Danville
Occupation: Producer/Writer at The Young Turks 
and 4Dore Productions Inc.

Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities: 

R5 Co-founder of the California Green New Deal Coalition
R5 Former vice-chair of the California Democratic Party Pro-

gressive Caucus
R5 Consultant for Progressive campaigns from California to 

New York
R5 Treasurer of the Sierra Club Delta Group.
R5 California Democratic Party Assembly Delegate for Dis-

trict 16.  
R5 Vice Chair of Our Revolution Contra Costa County.
R5 Co-author of the Bay Area Green New Deal and the Contra 

Costa Green Economic Recovery Act.
Statement: 

Contra Costa County has the potential to be a leader of inno-
vation for a sustainable Green economy. This historic moment de-
mands all of our commitment to save the future of the planet. We 
are past the tipping point. We need to start acting like it.

You can contact me at hepjazz@yahoo.com.

Wietske Medema
Residence: Lafayette
Occupation: environmental scientist, consultant
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Co-founder of the California Green New 
Deal Coalition

R5 SF Bay Chapter Executive Committee Alternate
R5 Delta Group
R5 Co-author of Bay Area Green New Deal, Contra Costa 

County Green Economic Recovery Act
R5 Global Bay Areas Initiative leadership team
R5 Our Revolution Contra Costa Board of Directors
R5 Environmental policy outreach for the progressive caucus of 

the California Democratic party
Statement:

We are in an emergency. We are in an economic crisis. We are 
in a climate crisis.

The pandemic has resulted in the loss of 2.4 million California 
jobs so far, the highest unemployment record in state history. This 
has economically affected local businesses and the most vulnerable 
communities in our region. 

A transformational change is required in our current system 
that requires for the environmental and labor movements to work 
closely together. We must directly involve and consult underrepre-
sented and oppressed communities. 

It is important that we tap the power of collective action and 
continue to build a large, intentionally organized network that in-
volves people who are passionate to tackle environmental challenges 
in our region.

I am an outspoken proponent of the Green New Deal, in par-
ticular for its focus on environmental, social, and economic justice.

I have animated a coalition to develop the Bay Area Green New 
Deal, as well as the Green Economic Recovery Act for the counties 
and cities in our region. Organizing town halls around Northern 

California in partnership with the Sierra Club, front-line commu-
nities, the Sunrise Movement, the California Democratic Party, 
350.org, and other civic and labor groups. 

I am collaborative, self-driven, creative, energetic. My expe-
rience is wide ranging. I have worked on environmental projects in 
the EU, Southeast Asia and North America. I have been respon-
sible for fundraising, advocacy and outreach, managing projects, 
teams, creating partnerships, facilitating collaborative programs, 
as well as directing research, education, and administration. 

Creating coalitions is my passion. I am excited to work with 
the Mt. Diablo Group to change our region for the better.

You can contact me at medemawietske@gmail.com.

NORTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY  
There are five candidates. You may vote for four or fewer.

Aaron Priven
Residence: Albany
Occupation: Transit Communications
Sierra Club member since: 1994
Activities:

Bay Chapter: 
R5 Executive Committee, 2000 and 2005
R5 Conservation Chair, 2001
R5 Conservation Vice-Chair, 2005
R5 Publications Chair, 2005
R5 Transportation Chair, 1998-2000
NAC Group:
R5 Executive Committee, 2000-2001, 2004-2005, 2019-2020
R5 Conservation Chair, 2004-2005 and 2020
R5 Conservation Vice-Chair, 2019
R5 Secretary, 2020

Statement:
Like many people, I came to the Club through visits to na-

tional parks. I fell in love with Yosemite. I remember reading John 
Muir's books, thrilled by stories of storms and moon-rainbows, 
and mourning Hetch Hetchy. I wanted to be part of the organiza-
tion that fought to protect places like Yosemite.

We’ve learned much since Muir’s day. Then, in Yosemite and 
other protected wildlands, the natural processes of fire and flood 
were suppressed. People thought it protected those places, but ac-
tually it interfered with the ecosystems that made them special. 
Today’s environmentalism has shifted from setting aside a few 
special places toward a broader perspective on the natural world.

The Group’s role is to work locally to protect the natural en-
vironment, and I believe, to carry that broader perspective also to 
our cities.

I think the same impulse that causes people to fall in love 
with Yosemite and other special wild places also causes people 
to fall in love with special urban places. Unfortunately, the same 
mistake happens with cities. In trying to protect our cities from 
destructive forces, people end up freezing the normal progress and 
regeneration of our urban areas, making it impossible to promote 

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e



2 2 �  s i e r r a  c l u b  y o d e l e r W i n t e r  2 0 2 0 - 2 1   �   2 3

the kind of low-impact, sustainable urban living that is the only 
way of reducing human impact on the natural environment and 
mitigating climate change.

I believe the Club can be a voice for promoting not preserva-
tion of our cities as they are but their improvement, to make better 
places for people and the planet.  Please help by voting for me and 
for Liat Zavodivker.  Thank you.

Igor A. Tregub 
Residence: Berkeley
Occupation: Safety Engineer, Berkeley 

Commissioner
Sierra Club member since: 2008
Activities:
R5 NAC Group Chair
R5 SFBay Chapter Chair Emeritus
R5 California Executive Committee
R5 Chapter Transportation Committee
R5 Environmental Justice Team
R5 California Energy Committee
R5 National Building Electrification Campaign Design Team
R5 Chair Emeritus, Berkeley Housing Commission & Zon-

ing Board
R5 Chair, Berkeley Peace & Justice Commission
R5 Berkeley Rent Board Commissioner
R5 AC Transit Parcel Tax Oversight Committee
R5 Executive Board/Resolutions Co-Chair, California Dem-

ocratic Party
R5 Indivisible Berkeley Science/Environment Team
R5 Clean Energy Leadership Institute 2020 Alumnus

Statement:
Preserving the environment and ensuring that policy deci-

sions are made with an equity lens and meaningful input from 
impacted communities have always been at the forefront of my 
work as a legislator and climate activist. 

As an elected Berkeley commissioner, I crafted the nation’s 
strongest affordable housing policies and financing tools; helped 
pass the nation’s first gas ban in new buildings; and enhanced ac-
cess to energy upgrades and solar financing. I expanded a blue-
green alliance on issues like protecting our air, water, and open 
space, Green New Deal, and saying “NO!” to coal traveling 
through our communities.

As your Group and former Chapter Chair, I used my experi-
ences as an immigrant to recruit, retain, and expand the Chapter’s 
membership and leadership base. Amid trying times nationally, 
we welcomed an unprecedented growth in new members and 
enhanced the financial sustainability of our chapter. I’ve worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the Group is here for you so we can weath-
er the storm of the pandemic and organize, advocate, and and win 
together – whether your passion is conservation issues, climate 
campaigns, or environmental justice.

I humbly ask for your vote, so I keep serving you as we RE-
SIST, PERSIST, and PROTECT our planet. Together we will 
remain a potent and effective voice for the environment and 
strengthen partnerships within and outside of the Club. Please 
contact me at igor.tregub@sierraclub.org  with your questions and 
ideas. Thanks for your consideration! 

Jonathan Bair
Residence: Oakland
Occupation: Health care communications
Sierra Club member since: 2014
Activities:

R5 Group Executive Committee
R5 Group Conservation Committee
R5 Group Nominations Committee
R5 SF Bay Political Committee
R5 SF Bay Transportation and Compact Growth Committee

Statement: 
It is a privilege to ask for your support to lead our area’s Sier-

ra Club group in a third term. In my last two-year term, I helped 
strengthen our approach and advocacy on waterfront development 
issues in Oakland and Alameda, worked to find common ground on 
housing, and advocated for green transportation. I volunteered to 
join two regional committees and worked hard to ensure the Sierra 
Club’s priorities and policies speak strongly in Northern Alameda 
County.

Before joining the leadership of the Sierra Club, I was Pres-
ident of the Board of Walk Oakland Bike Oakland and Chair of 
the City of Oakland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 
I've long been active in the fight to create and grow the progressive 
majority on the BART Board. In 2012, I led a grassroots effort to 
improve public transportation in East Oakland in partnership with 
the Sierra Club. 

I'm the only lifelong Oaklander on the Northern Alameda 
County Group Executive Committee which is helpful when pro-
viding context around some of the issues we grapple with. I believe 
that I am the only openly gay person running for the Group Exec-
utive Committee this year, which is a valuable perspective to bring 
to some discussions. I ask for your vote to continue working hard to 
improve the environment in the East Bay.

Liat Zavodivker
Residence: Oakland
Occupation: Energy Efficiency Researcher
Sierra Club member since: 2016
Activities:

R5 Board Member and Secretary, East Bay for 
Everyone (2017-Current)

R5 Board Member, Transport Oakland
R5 Northern Alameda County Group Conservation Commit-

tee (2019-2020)
Statement:

I joined the Sierra Club because I believed that the environ-
ment needed a strong advocate during the turbulent years of the 
current administration.  As a resident of the Bay Area since 2001, I 
have enjoyed the splendor that our open spaces have to offer through 
hiking.  Our climate is rapidly changing due to global warming and 
it is not clear how deeply this will affect our use of these spaces or 
our daily lives.  

I am running for the Sierra Club Executive Committee to sup-
port mitigating climate change, to protect our open spaces, and to 
improve engagement.  My platform is as follows:

R5 Engage the community
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R5 Encourage programs that send school children at all eco-
nomic levels to the parks so that they build a lifelong relationship 
with the parks district.

R5 Rope in more community groups so that the Sierra Club has 
a range of diverse opinions.

R5 Increase membership enrollment as much as possible, bring-
ing in people at an early age so they can build their commitment 
over a lifetime. 

R5 Embrace Science
R5 Identify scientifically backed policies for mitigating climate 

change and support them.
R5 Support dense development especially near transit, complete 

streets, and robust affordable transit in order to permanently disen-
gage ourselves from the fossil fuel industry.

R5 Address Sierra Club’s record on Social Justice
R5 Perform equity analysis when deciding on different issues.
R5 Identify gaps in where members voices are not heard, and 

make it easier for them to participate in decisions.
I have a strong community organizing and research back-

ground and I am ready to put these ideas to work.

Rochelle Nason
Residence: Albany
Occupation: Albany City Council: Member, 2013 
– present; Mayor, 2019. Executive Director of the 
League to Save Lake Tahoe (”Keep Tahoe Blue”)
(1992 – 2011).
Sierra Club member since: 1987
Activities:

R5 Sierra Club East Bay Public Lands Committee Member, 
2016 - present

R5 East Bay Regional Parks District–Parks Advisory Committee
R5 Citizens for East Shore Parks –Advisory Board of Elected 

Officials
Statement:

My work at Lake Tahoe included leadership in the successful 
efforts to (1) establish urban boundaries for all of the communities 
in the Lake Tahoe Basin, (2) ban two-stroke jet skis, and (2) lever-
age coordinated environmental investments by each level of govern-
ment and the private sector to complement regulatory protection for 
the lake and its watershed.

After leaving Tahoe to become a family caregiver, I began 
working to improve the neglected Albany shoreline, which led me 
to run for political office. In semi-retirement I have also managed a 
synagogue, a program assisting refugees and asylees from Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and a program delivering meals to Holocaust survi-
vors. I volunteer at a nonprofit nursing home.

Earlier in my career I was a lawyer and represented the Califor-
nia State Park Rangers Association pro bono in its successful effort 
to save Bodie State Park.

I am passionate about assuring public recreational access to 
parks and open space, in conjunction with urban population density 
increases in response to climate change. Other environmental prior-
ities for me include fighting reliance on fossil fuels, reducing waste 
and the use of disposable plastics, and promoting water conservation 
over projects damaging to our watersheds.

I would like to see the Sierra Club bring together people of 

diverse backgrounds and perspectives in support of an environ-
ment that will support health, prosperity, and joyful experiences 
of nature for generations to come.

SOUTHERN ALAMEDA COUNTY 
There are eight candidates. You may vote for three or fewer.

Annie Koruga
Sierra Club member since: 2020
Statement:

As a young person I’m extremely passion-
ate about environmental justice. Young people 
today, as well as future generations, will bear the brunt of the 
climate crisis which is caused by climate policy that puts the 
profit of capitalists over the lives of human beings. People of 
color and other marginalized people are and will continue to 
bear the worst effects of the climate crisis unless major and 
swift intervention is taken. It’s not an exaggeration to say that 
our literal future depends upon sweeping climate protections, 
de-carbonization, and an end to the commodification of nearly 
all aspects of life. To that end, I am an eco-socialist. I know 
that capitalism and environmental justice are mutually exclu-
sive. Capitalism- from oil companies to PG&E to Amazon, 
places profits above all else; above worker’s rights, above in-
digenous sovereignty, and above your and my continued ability 
to exist on an inhabitable planet. Capitalism and its inherent 
endless drive for profit puts our planet at risk, and we must 
both organize and mobilize to stop it. I am an organizer and 
have organized against PG&E. I want our local group to take 
bold action that challenges the inherent nature of capitalism to 
profit at the expense of our planet. 

We must fight for climate justice locally in specific ways as 
well. In Southern Alameda County, the exponential growth of 
absurdly expensive housing development not only negatively di-
rectly affects the environment, but also is so expensive that it dis-
places long term residents and local lower income workers. This 
causes people of lower incomes to commute, often for hours each 
day which also pollutes the environment. 

We must fight against capitalism, and fight for each other so 
we can all inhabit our planet for generations to come.

Jannet Benz
Residence: Fremont
Sierra Club member since: 2014
Activities:

R5 Member, Southern Alameda County 
Group Executive Committee 2016-present

R5 Member, Transportation and Compact Growth Commit-
tee 2016- present

R5 Member, East Bay Public Lands Committee 2016- present
R5 Alternate, San Francisco Bay Chapter Executive Commit-

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e
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ExComs. Recently, I have  worked on political action for Sierra 
Club California. Now, I want to focus on local  matters. For that I 
need your help, and your vote. 

How would you like to receive regular minutes of what the 
local Group is doing in your  name? I want to give you that infor-
mation. 

To improve the Sierra Club’s presence and effectiveness in 
Southern Alameda County,  I respectfully request your vote.

Kelly Abreu
Residence: Fremont
Sierra Club member since: 2017
Statement:

I grew up in the East Bay, and lived in Fre-
mont for 25 years. As a retired engineer, I under-
stand the need to preserve open space, protect water quality and 
regulate development through environmental laws. Balancing en-
vironmental protection and social equity is key to improving qual-
ity of life in the Bay Area. All our communities need access to 
nature, through trails and well-managed parklands.

I’ve worked to enact local ordinances to oversee rural develop-
ment, and enhance bike/ped safety by expanding multi-use trails 
through Niles Canyon and elsewhere. I’ve fought against red tape 
and legal obstacles which hinder creation of new regional parks, 
such as Vargas Plateau in Fremont. I worked with neighborhood 
residents and the city to address the dangerous road through Mor-
rison Canyon, by rededicating it as a scenic green pathway for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. I ask for your support, to balance the 
environmental and social efforts of the Sierra Club’s local group in 
addressing social needs and climate change alongside government 
agencies and other NGOs.

Crystal Araujo
Residence: Hayward, CA
Occupation: Fundraiser
Sierra Club member since: 2020
Activities:

R5 Chair of Legislation Committee at the California Demo-
cratic Party

R5 Former Vice Chair, Community Service Commission, City 
of Hayward, CA              
Statement:

I have dedicated my career to public service and public 
policy, because I believe policy is one of the best vehicles for 
justice and equity. I am passionate and have fought for many 
different issues including environmental, climate change, and 
preservation. In the last 4 years, I have had the privilege to ad-
vise and manage over a dozen successful Democratic city and 
county campaigns for progressive candidates who have diver-
sified their perspective councils and boards. I have fundraised 
over a million dollars for democratic races throughout the Bay 
Area. I have served in leadership roles including President of 
the South Alameda County Young Dems and as co-founded of 
several Young Democratic Chapters in California. As Chair of 

tee 2020
R5 Participated in Candidate Endorsement Interview process 

for various offices 2014, 2018, 2020
Statement: 

Climate change is likely one of the biggest challenge of our 
lifetimes and one that impacts some communities more than 
others.  The Bay Area is in the midst of some of the most ex-
pansive development in decades.  That translates into many issues 
that need to be addressed from transportation planning, housing 
development and natural resource management and protection.   
These are issues that need input, guidance and follow-up from a 
strong environmental organization like the Sierra Club.   I am 
running for this position to continue to be involved in decisions 
that impact all of these issues.   If elected, I will continue to work 
to achieve the Sierra Club’s environmental goals and mission.

As a local Southern Alameda County leader I can increase 
the focus on projects/issues of concern in our area.   Some of the 
projects I have been involved with include protecting our riparian 
corridors, the integrity of our hills and open spaces, the further 
development within Niles Canyon and the Dumbarton Corridor.   

Additionally, I believe it is vital to teach our youth to appre-
ciate and respect nature to  “grow” the next generation of envi-
ronmentally-conscious adults.   Much of my prior environmental 
work has been done with children in school and Girl Scout set-
tings.  I developed, organized, and managed the annual Earth 
Week program at a K-8 school.  The program required collabo-
ration with many organizations,  Save the Bay, Alameda Creek 
Alliance, local organic farmers, and others to set up learning 
experiences for students in all grades, as well as classroom activ-
ities throughout the week.  

As a member of the Executive Committee, I will continue to 
devote my time and skills in our local community and pursue the 
goals I share with the Sierra Club. 

In the current political climate, organizations like the Sierra 
Club are more important than ever and  it is critical that we all 
work together to ensure the long term “health” of all our commu-
nities and our natural environment.

I would sincerely appreciate your vote.  Thank you. 

Martha Kreeger
Residence: Fremont
Occupation: Field Coordinator and Community 
Organizer
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Environmental Caucus CA Dem Party, 
R5 OFA-EBC Climate Action Leadership:  East Bay Clean 

Power Group (EBCE), OFA-EBC Public Transit, March for Sci-
ence, Earth Day!

R5 OFA-EBC Healthcare Leadership
R5 Commissioner, Alameda County Commission on the Sta-

tus of Women
Statement:

I have worked as an Issues Organizer since 2007; training 
and leading grassroots activists advocating for transformational 
change in educational policies, climate solutions, equity issues and 
access to universal healthcare.  Our most effective grassroots ac-

tions focus on the intersection between environmental justice and 
healthcare outcomes.

Since 2018 in California we lived this intersectional reali-
ty. We have experienced weeks breathing air so toxic it had the 
equivalent impact on our lungs of smoking packs of cigarettes 
daily.  Like many, I have advocated for legislation and candidates 
that support sustainable energy solutions like EBCE, clean power 
public transit, land use that takes into account rising sea levels, 
solutions to food deserts, equitable access to green space, and clean 
drinking water for schools without regard to zip codes.  Yet par-
ticulates in the air impact East Bay health outcomes, particularly 
in under resourced communities wiping out gains made through 
legislative policy changes.     

We need transformational change now.  We have advocated 
for sustainable responsible land use, clean power solutions, and eq-
uitable access to clean water, healthy food, shelter, and green space 
for all communities.  These are issues I have focused on as an orga-
nizer and will continue with the Southern Alameda County Group 
ExComm.   We win, when we enact strategic climate policy that 
confronts racial, economic, and environmental injustices, and makes 
deep cuts in climate pollution, while supporting clean sustainable 
energy solutions.  We can do this, together. 

Patrisha (Pat) Piras 
Residence: San Lorenzo 
Occupation: Transit/Civil Rights Consultant, 
semi-retired 
Sierra Club member since: Life Member since 1991 
Activities: 

R5 Chapter Conservation Committee Vice-Chair 
R5 CNRCC Delegate 
R5 Transportation/Compact Growth Committee 
R5 Coordinator, 3-Chapter Transportation Working Group 
R5 EJ Subcommittee, Co-Chair
R5 Chapter & State PolComs 
R5 Chapter Outreach Committee 

Statement: 
The Sierra Club is one of the best agents for constructive activ-

ism to protect our world  and the needs of future generations. I want 
to protect our open spaces, wildlife, and  natural resources. Our 
human environment also has critical issues that must be  addressed 
– clean air and water, equitable access to public services, pedestri-
an-friendly  communities, and action to confront climate change.  

The Sierra Club is going through a significant evolution, and 
we need to choose how we carry out our mission. My primary fo-
cus areas are transportation, housing, land use,  and Environmental 
Justice. A wise person has said that “the biggest threat to species  
and habitat is unhoused, underfed, and unhappy human beings.“ 
Together, we can  move forward to preserve and improve all aspects 
of our environment. 

In more than a decade as your AC Transit Board Member, I 
learned the importance of  working collegially to find outcomes that 
“win” more than they give away. I learned the  importance of in-
tegrity, transparency, and accountability. I learned to ensure that  
everyone be provided an honest opportunity to participate. I can use 
those skills to  improve the SAC Group. 

At the Sierra Club, I have served on our Chapter and Group 

CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

the CYD Policy and Legislative Committee, I recently orga-
nized a forum for the importance of Proposition 18 and spoke 
the importance of the young vote and the environment. I also 
currently serve the Co-Chair of the Legislative Committee of 
the California Democratic Party.

I would like to connect with you regarding my candidacy and 
the Sierra Club, please feel free to give me a call or text on my cell 
at araujo.crystal@gmail.com. To learn more about my background 
and resume please visit: www.linkedin.com/in/araujocrystal.

I respectfully ask for your vote.

Laurie J Price
Residence: Hayward
Occupation: Anthropology professor (retired)
Sierra Club member since: 2001
Activities: 

R5 Southern Alameda County Group (Ex 
Com member since 2019)

R5 Candidate Endorsement Interview Committee
R5 Citizens Against Pollution; Society for Applied Anthro-

pology
R5 Center for Biological Diversity, Pacifica Garden.

Statement:
My central motivation for Sierra Club involvement is a deep 

commitment to Earth’s Rights (see https://therightsofnature.org/
universal-declaration/). My primary focus is species preservation, 
possible only by protecting habitat and reducing pollution. In my 
view, it is vitally important to protect the environment in a way 
that also furthers human rights and social justice. My second fo-
cus is climate change. I started as a clean energy activist by devel-
oping street theater to oppose nuclear power in North Carolina in 
the 1980s.  In California, I worked with Citizens Against Pollu-
tion (CAP) to defeat Eastshore Gas Power Plant and to oppose 
Russell City Energy Center. 

As part of SACG Ex Com, I have helped draft comment 
letters and/or provided public testimony on proposals, such as  
Newark’s proposal to fill in portions of Bay marshland to build 
350 housing units,  the Castro Valley Ruby Street development 
of  riparian habitat along the San Lorenzo Creek, and Hayward’s 
2020 Shoreline Climate Change Adaptation Master Plan.  I also 
have helped assess election candidates for Sierra Club endorse-
ment, and have served as treasurer.

For thirty years, I taught university courses on environmen-
tal anthropology, public health, climate change, research meth-
ods, community development.  I worked with many students on 
environmental and social justice research.  I retired in 2018 and 
now I hope to apply those skills toward Sierra Club programs and 
advocacy.  Other experiences relevant to SACG Ex Com include 
four years on the Child Family Health International board, and 
consultant work with Pacifica Garden.

In Alameda County, humans and other species face serious 
environmental and health challenges due to inappropriate devel-
opment, persisting oil/gas/coal technologies, fossil fuel-driven 
climate change and its sea level rise and wildfire risks, road /elec-
tronic  expansion, and housing shortages.  If elected, I will contin-
ue to advocate on behalf of Earth’s Rights, especially for habitat 
and species preservation.

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e
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Marlina Rose Selva
Residence:  Hayward
Occupation: Mental Health Professional 
Sierra Club member since: 2018
Activities:

R5 Southern Alameda County Group Member
R5 Ohlone Audubon Society Board of Directors Member
R5 Friends of San Lorenzo Creek Member
R5 Friends of Sausal Creek Member
R5 Save the Redwoods League Member
R5 National Museum of the American Indian Member
R5 American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
R5 California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists

Statement:
The world today looks a lot different from just fifty years ago.  

Changes are occurring at unprecedented levels.  It will take the 
effort of everyone collectively to create a sustainable environment 
for future generations.  The melting of polar ice caps has accelerat-
ed, temperatures continue to rise, and demands for more resources 
increase with population growth.  All living things are intercon-
nected like the web of a spider.  With Sierra Club, I work to help 
everyone gain access to nature, shelter, and health.

I hold a bachelor’s and doctoral degrees in psychology, and 
am a UCLA alumni.  I work in private practice with adolescents 
and families, specializing in foster care and adoption.  My profes-
sion allows me to merge nature and mental health.  It also pro-
vides me the experiences of working with youth to understand 
their concerns about the environment. 

I am passionate about wildlife conservation, including hab-
itat protection and restoration.   I advocate strongly with the 
local community for creek protections.  Protecting the Earth’s 
natural resources, starting with restoring our water to safer and 
cleaner levels, is a fundamental part of my focus.  As an ethnic 
minority, I advocate for environmental justice and Indigenous 
rights.  While moving away from fossil fuels and toward cleaner 
forms of energy, it is necessary to protect our local ecosystems 
and reintroduce Native plant species.  It is about bringing Indig-
enous knowledge from the past into the present in order to build 
a sustainable future.  I hope to earn your vote to achieve this goal 
together, thank you.   

SAN FRANCISCO GROUP
There are four candidates. You may vote for four or fewer.

Becky Evans
Residence: San Francisco
Occupation: Paralegal retired
Sierra Club member since: 1969
Activities: 

R5 Chapter Chair 2014-2017
R5 Sierra Club Council Delegate 2015-2020
R5 Chapter Executive Committee since 2011

R5 SFG Group Executive Committee
R5 Member - Chapter Finance, Staff Management and Politi-

cal Committees
R5 Colby Library volunteer
R5 Ed Bennett Lifetime Achievement Award, Jack Morrison 

Lifetime Achievement Award
R5 Served on the initial San Francisco Environment Commis-

sion. Always lived car-free.
Statement:

I ask for your vote to re-elect me to the San Francisco Group 
Executive Committee.  I have worked on issues at all levels of the 
Sierra Club - local, state and national but environmental work in 
San Francisco means you can be closer to the action - neighborhood 
meetings, City Hall hearings, political endorsement interviews - 
lots of meetings.  And all accessible by public transit - pre-COVID, 
of course.

As an activist, in and outside the Sierra Club, I have worked 
on public lands, water and waterfront issues.  One of the many GG-
NRA "founders", I continue to focus on Presidio issues including 
fighting inappropriate development in the national park.  

Our local environment faces many challenges - unhealthy air, 
lack of parks in high need neighborhoods, loss of dark skies, sea level 
rise, affordable housing, livable, walkable neighborhoods and better 
MUNI service.

Thank you in advance for your vote.  Please join the San Fran-
cisco Group in its efforts for a greener, cleaner San Francisco.

Katherine Howard
Residence: San Francisco
Occupation: Landscape Architect (retired)
Sierra Club member since: 2012
Activities:

Sierra Club:
SF Group Executive and Conservation Committees
State-wide California Conservation Committee, Northern 

Secretary
Environmental columnist for the Castro Courier and West-

side Observer; topics include dams and water issues, ocean plas-
tic debris, forest protection, solar arrays, conservation in fashion, 
bats, bird migration, soil health, coyotes, park protection, dark 
skies, pesticide use, sea level rise, and even the lowly eel grass at 
Treasure Island.

Co-founder of grassroots open-space advocacy groups:
SF Ocean Edge, Healthy Soccer SF, Golden Gate Park Pres-

ervation Alliance, Friends of the Music Concourse. We fought to 
protect the western end of Golden Gate Park and soccer players 
from artificial turf, loss of habitat, and 150,000 watts of stadium 
lighting.  We preserved the 100-year-old trees in the Music Con-
course in Golden Gate Park and obtained landmark status for them.  
We kept a 40,000 square foot water treatment factory out of Golden 
Gate Park. 

Past member of Citizens' Advisory Committees for:
Recreation and Open Space Element (ROSE)
Golden Gate Park - Outside Lands Concerts landscape pro-

tection plan
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods (CSFN) Open 

CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

Space Committee
Golden Gate Park Music Concourse Authority
Ocean Beach Vision Plan / Local Coastal Program.
Recent Projects: Support of California Environmental qual-

ity Act (CEQA) and opposition of the proposed SER Ordinance, 
which will gut CEQA protections in San Francisco.   

Statement:
Climate change must be dealt with vigorously if we are to save 

life on our planet. Effective political change starts at the grassroots 
level, through outreach, education, recruiting, and on-going activ-
ism.  Political change also requires getting the attention of gov-
ernment officials and holding them accountable for their actions.  
I will continue to use my background in neighborhood activism, 
my experience with City policies and agencies, and my training as 
a landscape architect to help the Sierra Club in protecting our en-
vironment.

Linda Weiner
Residence: San Francisco
Occupation: Retired: Director of Air Quality Ad-
vocacy
Sierra Club member since: 1999
Activities:

2010-2020:
R5 SF Group- Executive Committee
R5 Conservation Committee
R5 Diversity Committee
R5 Representative/Alternate, SF Bay Chapter Executive Com-

mittee
R5 Vice Chair, Political Committee: Issues Committees- cur-

rently, Housing Policy. 
Statement:

From my previous employment at the American Lung Asso-
ciation in California as Director of Air Quality Advocacy, I bring 
experience working in air quality regulations, global warming legis-
lation, and communications.  I also worked as a producer at KQED 
TV in news and cultural programming, and for many years worked 
in community public health and health communications at Stanford 
University.

Applying my previous experience to my work at the Sierra 
Club, I have participated in or organized the following SC actions: 

Air Quality: Testified at regional EPA hearings to reduce car-
bon pollution in support of Federal Clean Fuel Standards and Clean 
Power Plan, specifically in low-income and BIPOC communities- 
wrote a related Op-Ed on the issue for the SF Chronicle. Lobbied 
SF Board of Supervisors concerning the local SF Clean Power Plan 
and spoke at a City Hall rally. Organized and testified in support of 
Free Muni for Youth project.

Climate Change: Organized a Sierra Club contingent to par-
ticipate in actions of  Coalition to Divest Fossil Fuels from the SF 
Retirement System. Organized Sierra Club members throughout 
the Bay Area to walk as a group in the SF Rise Up Climate March.  
Testified at the regional Air Quality District to strengthen the pro-
posed Climate Plan.

aI believe the emphasis going forward for the Sierra Club 
should be focused on climate change, particularly connections be-

tween environmental justice, equity and pollution.  I plan to work 
with other Bay Area Groups in moving this issue forward.

Kim-Shree Maufas
Residence: San Francisco, California
Occupation: Adjunct Community College Pro-
fessor
Sierra Club member since: 2018
Activities:

R5 Member, Sierra Club San Francisco Group
R5 ESOL Adjunct at College of Alameda
R5 Delegate to the California Democratic Party
R5 Ed.D. in International & Multicultural Education/

TESOL
R5 Former USF Researcher at California Endowment on 

“Challenging Punishment & Control: A Qualitative Study of 
School Discipline Reform Efforts in California”

R5 Longstanding Member of NAACP, BWOPA, Har-
vey Milk LGBT/Alice B. Toklas LGBT/Latino Democratic 
Clubs

R5 Volunteer teacher at the West Oakland Senior Ctr & Cer-
tified USA Track Coach. 
Statement: 

I believe in living a purposeful life, regardless of the struggle. 
Part of my purpose has been to advocate for under-represented 
communities living in the SF Bay Area who’ve been pushed out of 
their homes and neighborhoods due to gentrification. I advocate 
for communities in neighborhoods that are blighted, contaminat-
ed, and riddled with toxins but are ignored by politicians. I’ve said 
it before and will say it here again - mobilizing and advocating 
are MUST DO SKILLS that we all can acquire to protect our 
communities, waters, and planet! 

I’m a member of the San Francisco Eastern Neighborhoods 
Citizens Advisory Committee (ENCAC), representing District 
9 (mainly the Mission, Bernal Heights, SOMA, Yerba Bue-
na, and Portola) to bring environmental issues to the Eastern 
Neighborhoods. I’ve served on the SFUSD Board of Education 
(2007-2015) and am an Adjunct Professor at our local Commu-
nity Colleges. 

As I continue to advocate/educate, I also learn from young 
people. My granddaughter, Marley, is one of those young 
people teaching me. Our lessons range from focusing on our 
beaches from sand to sea and how precious clean water is to all 
creatures – to humans wearing pandemic & wildfire facemasks 
– to being the best recyclers and composters in our family and 
neighborhood. I would be honored to continue serving on the 
Executive Committee and am asking for your support to con-
tinue doing so.

t h e  c h a p t e r  e l e c t i o n  s u p p l e m e n t  i s  c o n t i n u e d 

o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e  w i t h  t r i - v a l l e y  g r o u p 

c a n d i d a t e  s t a t e m e n t s .
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The current discourse around the environment is not speak-
ing the same language as future environmental leaders are speak-
ing today. We see policies that promote denser housing being 
dismissed by those who already have shelter and policies like the 
Green New Deal labeled as the “green new dream”. 

If we fail to speak the same language as Millennials and Gen 
Z then we are putting ourselves at risk at becoming irrelevant to 
the younger generations today and meaningless as they get older. 
To better speak to them we need to better advocate for policies 
that are aligned with the national Sierra Club, like denser-infill 
housing, solar projects through the region (not just on residential 
rooftops).  As a region, the Tri-Valley can be the example of what 
a true environmentally friendly region looks like, we only need the 
leadership to guide us there. 

As one of the older members of the millennial generation I 
want to work to engage directly on behalf of environmental policies 
that will create a more sustainable the Tri-Valley. It is not just about 
making our environment safer. We only have one planet with a 12 
year expiration date. We need to remove that expiration date.

Matt Morrison
Residence: Pleasanton
Occupation: Attorney
Sierra Club member since: 2002
Activities:

R5 Former Chapter Compliance Officer
R5 Former Chapter Finance Committee Chair
R5 Former Chapter Treasurer
R5 Former CNRCC Water Committee Vice Chair for Delta 

Issues
R5 Former S.F. Bay Chapter Executive Committee Member 

at Large
R5 Former Tri-Valley Executive Committee Chair
R5 Former Tri-Valley Executive Committee Member
R5 Former Chapter Water Committee Chair
R5 Former Chapter Nominations Committee Chair
R5 Former Sierra Club Representative to the Altamont Land-

fill Community Monitoring Committee
Statement:

I am well-prepared to work with the Tri-Valley Group Ex-
ecutive Committee members to follow the Sierra Club’s mission. 
In addition to my nearly 2 decades worth of volunteer work with 
the Sierra Club, I have enjoyed both the urban and open spaces of 
Alameda County my entire life.

Preserving the natural and agricultural spaces of Eastern Al-
ameda County are very important to me. My political concerns 
are primarily over sustainable policies, in particular water con-
servation and preserving open space by concentrating residential 
development with infill of existing cities. I understand there must 
be reasonable limits to the size of sustainable communities, how-
ever, as the father of 3 grown children in various stages of forming 
families here, I also recognize the struggle for bay area families to 
find affordable housing. As a member of the Tri-Valley executive 
committee, I hope to influence policy and decision-making at the 
local level.

Marisol Rubio
Residence: San Ramon
Occupation: Health Care Provider
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Dublin San Ramon Services District
R5 Division 1 Director-Elect
R5 Former State Senate District 7 Candidate
R5 County Central Committee Issues Committee Co-Chair 

and At-Large Delegate
R5 Contra Costa Labor Council Delegate
R5 SEIU Democracy Captain
R5 Human Rights and Environmental Advocate

Statement:
Protecting our environment has been a personal passion since 

my early years in college when I became involved in several forest 
restoration projects and learned firsthand how human behavior di-
rectly impacts our environment. During this time, I also made a 
personal commitment to reduce my carbon footprint by switching 
to a vegetarian and then vegan diet for 21 years. 

I upheld these values in my later leadership roles on sever-
al committees by sponsoring and passing many bold climate ini-
tiatives such as the California Green New Deal, Protecting the 
Brentwood Urban Limit Line, a Call for a Presidential Debate on 
Climate Change, and most recently the Environmental and Cli-
mate Crisis Council Platform. When I ran for State Senate, I was 
the only candidate who did not accept fossil fuel, Big Oil, devel-
oper, or corporate money. Now, as the DSRSD Director-Elect, 
I will work hard to establish local solutions to meet our water 
demands and conserve our supply and quality of water for future 
generations. As your prospective group representative, I will use 
my platform to work with local leaders to protect our open spaces, 
fully transition to clean energy, create green jobs, and encourage 
Smart Growth.

I am prepared to put my background in Molecular and Cell 
Biology, my passion for protecting our environment and natural re-
sources, and my proven leadership to work for the Tri-Valley Group 
to ensure that future generations have a healthy, habitable planet. 
Thank you and I hope to earn your vote!

Asa Strout
Residence: Livermore
Occupation: Business Analyst, Non-Profit Exec-
utive
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Founder and CEO of Unify Livermore
R5 Candidate, Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District

Statement: 
I am running for Executive Committee of the Tri-Valley Sier-

ra Club group because I want to make an impact in local environ-
mental decisions that will have long lasting implications on myself, 
my family, and the rest of the community for generations to come. 
Having been born and raised in Livermore, I spent much of my life 
outdoors with Boy Scouts and on Livermore ranches. I love nature, 
and it breaks my heart to see what is happening to it. 

TRI-VALLEY GROUP
There are six candidates. You may vote for four or fewer.

Steven Dunbar
Residence: Livermore
Occupation: Transit Systems Engineer
Sierra Club member since: 2019
Activities:

R5 Board Secretary & Advocacy Committee Vice Chair, Bike 
East Bay

R5 Member, TriValley Citizen’s Climate Education
R5 Member, TriValley Transit Coalition
R5 Member, Livermore Community Asset Management Plan 

Outreach Committee
Statement:

Equitable sustainability is the heart of what I do. Along with 
my fellow advocates, I have fought for lower emissions, less sprawl, 
stronger communities, and safer streets.

Some of our biggest environmental threats are currently 
driven by transportation emissions and the sprawl that locks those 
emissions in for years to come. With Bike East Bay, I’ve champi-
oned pedestrian, bicycle, and public transit improvements to make 
them the first choice for more trips. This has included multi-year 
campaigns for long term plans, support for staff who need public 
backing, and detailed conversations about best practice to bring 
safety and comfort to all modes of travel.

I am also an active advocate for transit-oriented affordable 
housing, while fighting for renter protections, especially where 
new infrastructure could impact rents (for example, along a new 
cross-city trail through low-income renter neighborhoods in Hay-
ward).

Finally, I’m an electrical engineer in transit bus manufactur-
ing, so I’m intimately familiar with the technology that can help 
us be sustainable. I’ve pushed to build a reliable renewable grid 
and advocated for electric garbage trucks (and buses, of course). 
More importantly, I am also involved in ensuring that this new 
technology is community-centered and applied equitably.

I hope to bring these skills to the Sierra Club to further equi-
table sustainability from the individual up to the highest offices. I 
would be honored to have your vote.

Michael McCorriston
Residence: Dublin, CA
Occupation: Corporate/Non-Profit Treasurer
Sierra Club member since: 2020
Activities:

R5 City of Dublin Human Services Com-
mission member

R5 Tri-Valley Anti-Poverty Collaborative – Affordable Hous-
ing Commission

R5 Tri-Valley Haven – Volunteer Delivery/Pickup truck driv-
er for food pantry

Statement:
My family and I have been proud to call the TriValley our home 

for the last 26 years and we  have witnessed and taken part in the 
evolution of our diverse community. As a long-term  resident of the 
TriValley, maintaining a high quality of life for our community is 
important to me.  Dramatic growth has led to the reduction of our 
open space and, as a byproduct, we are now  confronted with con-
gested roads and freeways, air pollution, and overconsumption of 
our  natural resources.  

I offer to bring true habitat conservation leadership to the Tri-
Valley Group Executive  Committee. I believe we need to focus our 
efforts towards protecting our natural resources, parklands, wet-
lands, and wildlife habitats through an environmental and social 
justice lens. 

I promise to work with our civic leaders to collaborate on com-
munity programs designed to  conserve water, advance power ef-
ficiency and electrification, and encourage smart, energy efficient 
development. I will support efforts to preserve our urban limit lines 
and focus on in-fill  and transit-oriented development to improve 
affordability and promote active transportation. I  will support col-
laborative efforts with area water districts to establish meaningful 
conservation  and storage strategies, while protecting environmental 
habitat. 

The TriValley is in a critical stage of development, and our 
community's natural resources  should be managed prudently with 
an understanding of their future applications. I would be  honored 
to have your vote to serve as your executive committee member.

Joe Grcar
Residence: Castro Valley
Occupation: Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-
tory, scientific staff, retired
Sierra Club member since: 2018
Activities:

R5 Group executive committee
R5 Chapter political committee
R5 Chapter energy and climate committee

Statement:
Tri-Valley Group oversees one of the largest areas of un-

developed habitat in the Bay Area. Yet, the Group belongs to a 
Sierra Club Chapter dominated by members from San Francisco 
and Oakland. Every square foot of those cities has been dug-up, 
cut-down, built-up, or paved-over. There is nothing natural left to 
conserve in San Francisco and Oakland, so the members and Club 
officers from those cities see conservation as a bunch of politically 
correct causes, which are deemed so important that the causes can 
justify damaging the environment. This misconception has led the 
Sierra Club Chapter to sometimes overrule conservation efforts 
in the Tri-Valley. If this trend continues, then the Chapter will 
eviscerate the ability of the Tri-Valley Group to work with other 
conservation organizations.  Over the past year the Group has sup-
ported a half-dozen important but little known causes with large 
impacts on the Tri-Valley.  I am running to continue as an officer 
of the Tri-Valley Group to support the independence of Tri-Valley 
conservation efforts.

CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e
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CHAPTER ELECTION SUPPLEMENT

chapter ex com
(vote for 4 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Becky Evans

Marisol Rubio

Melinda Howard- 
Herrarte

Olga Bolotina

Arthur Feinstein

Nick Pilch

Max Perrey

2020 Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter Election Ballot:
Please vote for the Chapter Executive Committee and your local group Executive Committee. Candidate names have 
been listed in random order. Mark your ballot with black or blue ink. Please make your selections legible and keep your 
marks within the boxes. If you mismark your ballot, you may make a correction in a manner that clearly indicates your 
intended vote.  

Once you have made your selections, place the ballot in a stamped envelope and mail it to: Ballot Submission, Sierra Club 
SF Bay Chapter, 2530 San Pablo Ave, Ste I, Berkeley, CA 94702. Ballots sent by fax or email will not be counted. The mailing 
label printed on the reverse of your ballot, which includes your unique membership number, will indicate it’s valid. Your 
ballot must be received by Monday, December 21st. 

If you prefer to vote online, visit www.sierraclub.org/sfbay/2020-chapter-elections. For further instructions on voting and 
submitting your ballot, see page 15. 

marin group 
ex com (vote for 6 
or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Judith Rogers

Silke Valentine

Susan Hopp

Pamela Ruby Meigs

Barbara Bogard

Mickey Allison

mount diabLo 
group ex com 
(vote for 2 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Wietske Medema

Mark T. Van Landuyt

northern aLa-
meda county 
group ex com 
(vote for 4 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Aaron Priven

Jonathan Bair

Liat Zavodivker

Rochelle Nason

Igor Tregub

san francisco 
group ex com
(vote for 4 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Kathy Howard

Becky Evans

Kim-Shree Maufas

Linda Weiner

west contra 
costa county 
group ex com 
(vote for 1 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Neil D. Tsutsui

tri-vaLLey 
group ex com 
(vote for 4 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Michael 
McCorriston

Marisol Rubio

Matthew Morrison

Asa Strout-Hearick

Joseph Grcar

Steven Dunbar

southern aLa-
meda county 
group ex com
(vote for 3 or fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Jannet Benz

Laurie J. Price

Kelly Abreu

Crystal Araujo

Patrisha (Pat) Piras

Martha Kreeger

Marlina Rose Selva

Annie Koruga
deLta group ex 
com (vote for 2 or 
fewer)

Single 
member/
first joint 
member

2nd joint 
member

Paul Seger

Nancy D'Cruz

U.S. Postal Service Statement 
of Ownership, Management, and 
Circulation
1. Publication Title: Sierra Club Yodeler. 2. Publication 
Number: 988-480. 3. Filing Date: 09/25/2020. 4. Issue 
Frequency: Quarterly. 5. Number of Issues Published 
Annually: 4. 6. Annual Subscription Price:$8. 8. Com-
plete Mailing Address of Headquarters or General Busi-
ness Office of Publisher (Not printer): 2530 San Pablo 
Ave., Suite I, Berkeley, CA 94702-200. 9. Full Names and 
Complete Mailing Addresses of Publisher, Editor, and 
Managing Editor: same as above. Managing Editor: Vir-
ginia Reinhart, 2530 San Pablo Ave., Suite I, Berkeley, 
CA 94702-200. 10. Owner: Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter, 
2530 San Pablo Ave., Suite I, Berkeley, CA 94702-200. 
11. Known Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Secu-
rity Holders Owning or Holding 1 Percent or More of 
Total Amount of Bonds, Mortgages, or Other Securities: 
None. 12. Tax Status: Has not changed during preced-
ing 12 months. 13. Publication Title: Sierra Club Yodeler. 
14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: 09/07/2020. 
15. Extent and Nature of Circulation. Average No. Cop-
ies Each Issue During Preceding 12 Months/No. Copies 
of Single Issue Published Nearest to filing Date. a. Total 
Number of Copies: 30,000/26,420. b. Legitimate Paid 
and/or Requested Distribution (By Mail and Outside 
the Mail). (1) Mailed Outside-County Paid Subscriptions 
Stated on PS Form 3541: 0/0. (2) Mailed In-County Paid 
Subscriptions Stated on PS Form 3541: 30,000/26,420. 
(3) Paid Distribution Outside the Mails Including Sales 
Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter 
Sales, and Other Paid Distribution Outside USPS®: 0/0. 
(4) Paid Distribution by Other Classes of Mail Through 
the USPS (e.g., First-Class Mail®): 0/0. c. Total Paid 
Distribution: 30,000/26,420. d. Free or Nominal Rate 
Distribution (By Mail and Outside the Mail). (1) Free 
or Nominal Rate Outside-County Copies included on 
PS Form 3541: 0/0. (2) Free or Nominal Rate In-Coun-
ty Copies Included on PS Form 3541: 0/0. (3) Free or 
Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes Through 
the USPS (e.g., First-Class Mail) : 0/0. (4) Free or Nomi-
nal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail (Carriers or other 
means): 4/4. e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution: 
4/4. f. Total Distribution: 30,004/26,424. g. Copies not 
Distributed: 50/50. h. Total: 30,004/26,424. i. Percent 
Paid and/or Requested Circulation: 99.99%/99.98%. 16. 
Total circulation does not include electronic copies. 17. 
Publication of Statement of Ownership will be printed 
in the Winter 2018-19 issue of this publication. 18. Sig-
nature and Title of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager, 
or Owner: Virginia Reinhart, Communications Manag-
er. Date: 9/25/2020.

I am a life-long resident of the Bay Area, born in San Fran-
cisco and raised in Oakland and Pleasanton. At present my fam-
ily and I live in Pleasanton (eastern Alameda County). I earned 
a bachelor’s degree in organizational management from Saint 
Mary’s College of California in 2000 and a Doctor of Jurispru-
dence from San Francisco Law School in 2013. I have been con-
tinuously practicing law since 2014, focusing on family law as a 
solo, civil law practitioner.

WEST CONTRA COSTA GROUP
There is one candidates. You may vote for up to one.

Neil D. Tsutsui
Residence: El Cerrito
Occupation: Professor & Scientist
Sierra Club member since: 2018
Activities:

R5 Sierra Club, West Contra Group Execu-
tive Committee (Vice-chair, 2020-present)

R5 East Bay Regional Park District, Parks Advisory Com-
mittee (2017-present)

R5 El Cerrito Environmental Quality Committee (2017-pres-
ent; Vice-chair, 2019-2020; Chair, 2020-present)

Statement: 
My life has been devoted to understanding and protecting 

the environment and its biodiversity. Professionally, I have a PhD 
in Biology and am a Professor in Environmental Science, Policy, 
and Management at UC Berkeley. I have studied and taught var-
ious topics in ecology and evolutionary biology for over 15 years, 
and thus, I am keenly aware of how seriously our natural world is 
threatened by the forces of habitat loss, habitat degradation, cli-
mate change, invasive species, pollution, and many others. 

For the past several years, I have been an advocate for the pro-
tection and management of open space as a member of the Parks 
Advisory Committee for the East Bay Regional Park District, the 
largest steward of wildlands in the East Bay. As a member (now 
Chair) of the El Cerrito Environmental Quality Committee, I 
have helped develop, promote, and implement dozens of environ-
mental activities and programs including the promotion of clean 
energy (including our community choice energy plan), successful 
growth of our discounted rooftop solar program, development of a 
plastic straw and single use plastic ban, popular educational work-
shops (on topics such as native pollinators, anti-coagulant roden-
ticides, and coyotes in the urban/wildland interface), and regular 
creek clean ups and invasive plant removal events.

Since April 2020, I have had the privilege to serve as Vice-
chair of the West Contra Costa Group Executive Committee.  If 
re-elected, I will continue to protect our natural areas and open 
spaces, promote outdoor education for learners of all ages, and 
increase access to nature for people and communities who face 
current and historical barriers.

Tata for now.



A Nor t her n P in t a i l  comes in for  a f as t  landing a t  t he Sac r amento N a t ional 
W i ld l i fe Re f uge.  Photo by Michael  Re inhar t .  For a chance to ge t your snapshot s 
fea t ured in t he nex t i s sue o f  t he Yodeler,  emai l  photos to yodedi t @ s f bay sc .org . 
Inc lude your name, t he name s o f  any people in t he pho to,  and w here and w hen 
t he pho to was t aken.

v i s i T  u s  o N l i N e  aT  s i e r r a c l u B . o r g / s f B ay

f o l l o w  u s  o N  s o c i a l  m e d i a !
Facebook .com /Sier r aClubSFBay Chap ter
Twi t ter  @SFBay Sier r aClub
Ins t agr am @Sier r aClub _ SFBay

s i e r r a c l u B . o r g / s f B ay
O ur webs i te i s  home to he lp f u l  in for ma t ion 
and re s ource s inc luding:
•	 O ur b log,  upda ted regular l y
•	 T he f u l l  event s and ac t i v i t ies c a lendar
•	 Group in for ma t ion and leader sh ip ros ter

a N N o u N c e m e N T s
•	 Chap ter e lec t ions are on! Vote for 
your loc a l  S ier r a C lub represent a t i ves by 
December 21 (p.  14)
•	 Cl ima te L i ter ac y C ommi t tee he lps sec ure 
$50,0 0 0 for Oak land s t udent s (p.  3)
•	 Green Friday programs are l ive on Zoom this 
winter (p. 4)

e m a i l
V is i t   s ier r ac lub.org /s f bay/emai l  to s ign up 
for Bay Chap ter emai l s ,  inc luding mont h l y 
bul le t ins and ac t ion a ler t s .

c


