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Watershed Alliance Asks Court To Halt Massive San Pedro Development  
Corps blindly issued critical permit for 12,000-acre development that threatens San Pedro River 

watershed 
without the comprehensive environmental review required by federal law 

  
Tucson, AZ — A coalition of groups dedicated to protecting the San Pedro River watershed filed 
their opening brief challenging the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ failure to analyze the 
significant, adverse effects of a massive 12,167 acre master-planned community on the San 
Pedro River before issuing a permit under Section 404 of the U.S. Clean Water Act.  That failure 
violates both the Clean Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.  The opening brief 
follows closely on the heels of an important ruling by the Court regarding the evidence of 
improper political interference in the decision-making process. 
  
The San Pedro River is the last, major free-flowing river in the desert Southwest, a sanctuary for 
millions of migratory birds, and home to multiple endangered species, including the jaguar, 
western yellow-billed cuckoo, southwestern willow flycatcher, northern Mexican gartersnake, 
and Huachuca water umbel.  Sustained by both surface flows and groundwater that percolates 
to the surface, the River stands out as a ribbon of green in an otherwise arid environment; it is 
a lifeline for the wildlife that find refuge and water in the relative cool of the River’s 
cottonwood forests, as depicted in this short video. 
  
El Dorado Benson, LLC proposes to construct a massive, 20 square-mile development adjacent 
to the San Pedro River.  The development would include 28,000 new homes, 3 million square 
feet of commercial space, and golf courses, lakes, fountains and verdant landscaping — in the 
middle of the Sonoran desert.  The development would depend solely on pumping groundwater 
at a rate of 7.5 million gallons per day, which would threaten the aquifer that supports the San 
Pedro River’s surface flows.  To proceed with the development, El Dorado depends on a critical 
Clean Water Act permit from the Corps. 

mailto:sgillespie@earthjustice.org
mailto:lowersanpedro@gmail.com
mailto:lbelenky@biologicaldiversity.org
mailto:jlutz@tucsonaudubon.org
mailto:sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org
mailto:cpearlmast@gmail.com
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfxjpJ68IfVqMm45O7tBnc41xe-2FRVsvh9lip6CiA1aPHhaqKvTpFxM6ZGK2xVXhgg1GQFU3KN6KmqfVGy4fxvIeHKD81Y9yZFFmpo0ltfqzbB2BwRJ9I0ej1zHBMxf437xcjFSJ1aUfsl-2BoMWwyVxpI-3Dt6wC_SViwdxxkd9BtSgK4PzEx3GgzUf-2B1zS2PWgO1u1q9R5uH6KasI8-2FRjwryHTnAOu3YK6KaIOdZv5RxEJWoxLuEZCRuk7ojzT5LmAp-2BlgfEXbW5V71rup1CtumFb6U-2B3a39ggCgNTlaSf9SoexkKR8v31F31EfSskevqeAiimLKYN4a5y7MlIV1W6RY4HAP-2B4fOKh96L-2F5gMFuPfdlNJmLk1KBkyzz2b1dDXJSbT1E3UCQFnTe4l6DAAgDX874oDuENRarUIAxbQFT5TE8kmFLI2ORzJ81VAsiQvQdXm7EKQBaoxLx98gmeSf4dhZeCiKzaKfGNdI-2FlsqM-2FkEMimS1n5Q-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfxjpJ68IfVqMm45O7tBnc6P-2BkMuBW1JpzcThdS1Ywe8-2BmIDukcdGl7jkn25ztUKpc6KqAUtcJB4FiGIpRtRbsCP84rdwo-2BOAMtmXKvJ6-2FX1BYcFW1o0YpGm1a0-2FZLqp7tIzBsRR7E-2FXoNGZr0-2FBIBF9KOCvD5RWoxU3SXt0B9WHGZ2mjUPzcsUOWPN9lli-2Big-3D-3DZ0Lo_SViwdxxkd9BtSgK4PzEx3GgzUf-2B1zS2PWgO1u1q9R5uH6KasI8-2FRjwryHTnAOu3YK6KaIOdZv5RxEJWoxLuEZCRuk7ojzT5LmAp-2BlgfEXbW5V71rup1CtumFb6U-2B3a39ggCgNTlaSf9SoexkKR8v31F31EfSskevqeAiimLKYN4a5y7MlIV1W6RY4HAP-2B4fORWGfaaXzVYsl-2BNZD-2FxMljBjH8-2Fq0A4ZQQULwcH9MuCPMkmrXWm7xqMehzAqVZcyrQKPMhJtHlPqSt2RlmzMloSYYMKWDbsvymFHLe13QPgPq1XPsS-2B178w-2BYTYAqvY7jRrBVA-2BclE-2BV4TI3C3Dbeig-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUfxjpJ68IfVqMm45O7tBnc6P-2BkMuBW1JpzcThdS1Ywe8brRGa04vGr-2Bk9W3UkVVGJVX4VAitZzxS6JwIXHr3TPggR-2FYoeLID92l8yJhNCaXgi1-2Fb5wimUGVcvF5tkd-2BndzizNL97RJGXeIW-2FpJr-2FwKNMWm1eP0Q3dFyMZjuN-2FkRzs9TQ_SViwdxxkd9BtSgK4PzEx3GgzUf-2B1zS2PWgO1u1q9R5uH6KasI8-2FRjwryHTnAOu3YK6KaIOdZv5RxEJWoxLuEZCRuk7ojzT5LmAp-2BlgfEXbW5V71rup1CtumFb6U-2B3a39ggCgNTlaSf9SoexkKR8v31F31EfSskevqeAiimLKYN4a5y7MlIV1W6RY4HAP-2B4fOChTSwN4K3u9W2lqVBnQ2YOyJWfTf81tIG2yORAE0seqazwtzPiUVfpYUeaZ3Z9BEgfx0mV4p7dzLkYp1BG9nGxjFMfTXk1z1x8l9QOdZdeVoJer3OqasThAdcB3JhKB4K2QJGJokojAnkvCL4z2-2FJA-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUaPzSJIyBhUb8eIXLJZd6gQfLRTZnh1a9PmiQMDXSsKtZqzI_SViwdxxkd9BtSgK4PzEx3GgzUf-2B1zS2PWgO1u1q9R5uH6KasI8-2FRjwryHTnAOu3YK6KaIOdZv5RxEJWoxLuEZCRuk7ojzT5LmAp-2BlgfEXbW5V71rup1CtumFb6U-2B3a39ggCgNTlaSf9SoexkKR8v31F31EfSskevqeAiimLKYN4a5y7MlIV1W6RY4HAP-2B4fO47Xqa0RxdReL46R2GWQeliewvAjxDV5498NM9hRr3kezu4AEuhtb9ZNITQ13aaCYKFgip9NP0U-2BwW9yVFE4-2FWg0iP-2F-2FTw7IzJ-2Bcfdg4gRNYmZ0k-2FVzNqYIWKKZuln9XfRa6Y4wzPu8cIu5zeUUw-2Flg-3D-3D


  
Excessive groundwater pumping is already threatening the River and its riparian vegetation and 
springs. Yet, the Corps refused to undertake a comprehensive analysis of the development’s 
impacts on the San Pedro River before granting El Dorado a key Clean Water Act permit for the 
development. 
  
“The proposed Vigneto development would drain the lifeblood from the San Pedro River, 
robbing it of its water and destroying riparian ecosystems that sustain life in our dry state,” 
said Sandy Bahr, chapter director for Sierra Club’s Grand Canyon (Arizona) Chapter. “The 
failure to analyze these impacts is unconscionable, irresponsible, and unlawful. The Corps must 
do its job and evaluate impacts, alternatives, and seek to mitigate the impacts or deny the 
permit and protect this desert jewel, the San Pedro River.” 
  
“Enormous conservation investments have been made along the entire San Pedro River 
because of its now-unique status in the region as the last remaining natural and intact desert 
river ecosystem,” said Peter Else of the Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance.  “To protect 
these ecological investments and under Federal law, the impacts of the proposed Vigneto 
development must be analyzed.” 
 
“Vigneto would be another nail in the San Pedro’s coffin, and plainly fails to comply with 
bedrock environmental laws,” said Robin Silver, Co-founder and Board Member of the Center 
for Biological Diversity.  “Trying to create a lush version of Italy in the Chihuahuan Desert is 
insane.  It is not sustainable.” 
  
“The Corps tried to circumvent the law by ignoring the significant, far reaching consequences of 
granting a Clean Water Act permit for the Vigneto development,” said Earthjustice attorney Stu 
Gillespie. “That tactic has already been rejected by the courts as it subverts the fundamental 
requirement to ‘look before you leap.’  The Corps cannot grant a key permit for a massive 
development without analyzing the consequences.” 
  
Earthjustice is representing Lower San Pedro Watershed Alliance, Center for Biological 
Diversity, Sierra Club, Maricopa Audubon Society, Tucson Audubon Society and Cascabel 
Conservation Association in this lawsuit that asks the court to vacate the permit and compel the 
Corps to conduct a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement as required by NEPA and 
to comply with all CWA requirements. 
 


