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     An Action Alert has been issued by
Sierra Club California to enlist urgently-
needed support for the reelection of Sara
Wan as Chair of the California Coastal
Commission in the face of a scheme to
replace one of the most effective defend-
ers of coastal resources in the
Commission’s 25-year-history.
     “The attempt to remove Sara Wan as
Chair of the Coastal
Commission is one of the most dire
coastal threats we have faced in years,”
said Tarren Collins, Chair of the Santa
Lucia Chapter.  “If that move is success-
ful, her unyielding determination to pro-
tect the coast and the public participa-
tion allowed under her leadership will
surely end, and the prospect of a majority
more vulnerable to pro-development
pressures is very real. Developer interests
want her removed as Chair because she is
smart and effective in marshaling sup-
port on the Commission behind coastal
protection in issue after issue that comes
before it.”
     Giving the public equal footing with
developers during Coastal Commission
hearings by allowing ordinary people
adequate time to speak before the Com-
mission has been critically important in
opening up the process to everyone, not
just the builders and their highly-paid
consultants and attorneys, Collins,  who
has long experienced in matters before
the Commission, pointed out.
     Collins stressed that Sierra Club mem-
bers and others must rally behind her
immediately. “Sierra Club members have
exhibited muscle in the past by collec-
tively letting decisionmakers know when
we feel something important has to be
done,” she said. “We have done it before
on big issues, and we urgently need to do
it now.”
     She called for telephone calls, letters
and emails to Gov. Gray Davis, California

Senate President John Burton and As-
sembly Speaker Herb J. Wesson Jr, who
appoint most of the members of the
Commission.  They should be asked to
avoid involvement in the reelection of
the Chair in order to protect the inde-
pendence and integrity of the Commis-
sion.
     In addition, letters to the editor
strongly supporting Wan’s reelection
should be sent to leading California
newspapers by individuals as well as
groups and organizations, who should
also include names of members signing
the letters, if possible.
      In a separate but related matter, sup-
port also is vitally needed for the reap-
pointment to the Commission of Chris-
tina Desser, one of Davis’ most effective
Commissioners, whose vote for Wan’s
reelection could be pivotal. Telephone
calls, faxes, letters or emails should go
to Davis urging her reappointment, on
which Wan’s reelection could hinge.
     The Commission’s annual election of
officers is scheduled on Dec. 11 at the
next Commission meeting in San Fran-
cisco. The election originally was sched-
uled at the November meeting but was
postponed. At that meeting, Commis-
sioners David Potter and Cynthia

     If Sierra Club political action is all
about getting a seat at the table of power
in order to preserve and enhance the
environment, then this Thanksgiving we
shall be feasting here in SLO County.
     Bucking a chillingly reactionary na-
tional trend away from environmental-
ism in 2002, the Santa Lucia Chapter had
considerable success in our local elec-
tions.
     With the count still going on at press
time we appear to have won seven out of
10 races, in which we endorsed candi-
dates. In addition, we won with all five
candidates with whom we were sympa-
thetic, but who declined our endorse-
ment due to the controversial nature of
Sierran political activity. (We respect that
kind of thinking.)
     Lois Capps beat her free-spending
opponent, Beth Rogers, by a whopping
20% margin for the 23rd Congressional
seat. Capps has been a long-time friend
of the Sierra Club and we look toward a
very tight working relationship in a na-
tion turned hostile toward progressive
politics in general.
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Outings, events, and more!

More Pet President cartoons at: www.aulcallahan.com

From the Editorial Board

     We apologize for the delay in getting this issue to you. Due
mainly to medical and family issues, this issue of the Santa Lucian
was not published in time to include information about the
Chapter’s General Meeting in November. The next General Meeting
will be in January, and information about its program will be in the
January issue. You may also wish to check our website for updates.
—Editorial Board

Winter Desert Outings

     We have many exciting activities com-
ing up for the New Year. To start off with,
December 30th is a Darwin Falls Wilder-
ness dayhike, and on January 11th we will
be in Joshua Tree. We usually have a
campfire in the evenings with lots of food
(potluck) and camaraderie. For a com-
plete listing of CNRCC Desert Committee
trips, send a large SASE with 60 cents
postage to Letty French, 14140 Chimney
Rock Rd, Paso Robles, CA 93446. Trips
may also be received via e-mail from:
LMfrench@tcsn.net.

Check out the spectacular coastal photos at California Coastal
Records Project http://www.californiacoastline.org

Our natural
coastline...online
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Court Ruling Protects
Beach Access

Candidate Statements

by Jack McCurdy

Official Ballot
     This is your official ballot to elect the officers of the Santa
Lucia Chapter of the Sierra Club. There are four candidates for
four open seats in the seven-member Executive Committee
(EXCOM). The three candidates who receive the most votes will
be elected to three-year terms, and the other candidate to a two-
year term.  Included with this ballot is a statement from each of
the candidates running for the Executive Committee. Please re-
view these statements and vote for any of the candidates listed or
write in another candidate of your choosing in the space made
available on the ballot. In any case, do not vote for more than
four candidates.
     If you have a joint membership, please fill out both of the bal-
lots (below). Please cut out the ballot(s), enclose in an envelope
and then be sure to sign the back of the envelope. Any unsigned
ballots cannot be counted. You can enclose both ballots in the
same envelope--just be sure both signatures are on the back of the
envelope.
     Mail the ballot(s) to: Sierra Club, P.O. Box 15755, San Luis
Obispo, CA 93406. Please mail before December 14th, 2002.

     Again, REMEMBER TO SIGN THE BACK OF THE ENVE-
LOPE so your vote will be counted! Thank you for taking the
time to select the candidates to serve our members in 2003.
Tarren Collins, Chapter Chair

OFFICIAL BALLOT
Ballot #1 Executive Committee (vote for 4)
___ Colby Crotzer
___ Jim Empey
___ Eliane Guillot (two-year term)
___ Peter Wagner
___ ___________________ (write-in)
Ballot #2 (Spouse if joint member) Executive Committee
(vote for 4)
___ Colby Crotzer
___ Jim Empey
___ Eliane Guillot
___ Peter Wagner
___ ___________________ (write-in)

Colby C. Crotzer (colby@fix.net):

     I am presently at the conclusion of
my eighth year as councilman for the
City of Morro Bay. Yet, I still have envi-
ronmental objectives that I intend to
pursue after leaving office. Here are a
few:
• 100% conservation of the Hearst
property.
•  Inclusion of SLO County in the
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctu-
ary
•  OHV’s destroy the Nipomo Dunes
and should be banned.
•  The nesting habitat of the Snowy
Plover on Morro Bay beaches must be
protected
•  I support the CEC staff and Santa
Lucia Chapter positions that Duke’s
proposal for a new plant will harm the
marine environment and once-through
cooling should be prohibited by the
CEC.
     As the “lone environmentalist” on
the Council, I have had to battle the
philosophy and strategies of the anti-
environmental, development-at-all-
costs political right.  Even so, I’ve
maintained a high standard of civility
in these public debates, obtaining
concensus on many projects, while
fundamentally changing the public
image that my opponents now try to
project by voicing concern for the
environment.
     I feel that the Sierra Club, being a
national advocate for our environment,
could provide a forum through which I
might further causes that I support.  I
am therefore submitting this applica-
tion to become a member of the Ex-
ecutive Committee.

Jim Empey (jempey9732@charter.net):

     I am running for reelection as a
member of the Santa Lucia Chapter
Executive Committee. I have served as
secretary for the past two years and
would be happy to serve again.

Pete Wagner (cpwags@charter.net):

     I am running for a second term on
the Executive Committee. My experi-
ence includes 32 years university
teaching, directorship of a university
environmental research center, devel-
opment of an environmental monitor-
ing program for power plant emis-
sions, and several years as an
environmental consultant.
     I am an ardent supporter of the Si-
erra Club. I am especially proud of the
accomplishments of the Conservation
Committee, which I chair.  It now has
five dedicated, highly qualified, and
thoughtful regular members as well as

other chapter members who contribute
on specific issues.
     Our agenda is set by requests from
Excom, issues brought up by Commit-
tee members, and suggestions from
chapter members. We are working on
projects that include Duke Energy’s
proposal to expand the Morro Bay
power plant and PG&E’s application to
build an outdoor storage area for spent
nuclear fuel. We completed work on a
proposed increase in Navy overflights of
Big Sur for expanding bombing prac-
tice at Hunter Liggett, which was can-
celled, and a ban on an invasive sea-
weed, caulerpa taxifolia, which became
law.
     We are also participating in, or
closely following, the National Estuary
Program, the USACE Morro Bay moni-
toring plan, the Carrizo Plain (through
Cal French), and the Monterey Bay Ma-
rine Sanctuary expansion. In the future
we hope to deal with urban sprawl and
the individual actions it encompasses,
and we may undertake the Lake
Nacimiento water management issue.
     It would be a privilege to continue
this work for another term as a member
of Excom and the Conservation Com-
mittee.

Eliane Guillot (eguillot@slocog.org):

     I have been active in the Sierra Club
for 14 years and am eager to join the
Executive Committee and bring the
perspective of someone who has a back-
ground in outings and hiking activities.
I am especially interested in attracting
Central Coast newcomers to the Club
and encouraging them to join outdoors
and conservation activities. I became a
local outing/hike leader after moving
here in February, 2001. I hold a “stan-
dard first aid” certification from the
University of California at San Francisco
Outdoors Unlimited and attend annual
refresher weekends in the Bay Area with
Sierra Club National. Prior outdoors
activities include national backpacking
and music/hiking from the Clair
Tappaan Lodge, snow shoeing with the
Sacramento chapter, cross country ski-
ing with the Orange County chapter and
hiking with the Mountaineers in the
Puget Sound area.  Having been raised
in Grenoble in the French Alps,  I enjoy
nature and the opportunity to get away
from the urban life as much as I can and
strive to share those experiences with
others. I also have more than 25 years of
experience in public transit, an urgent
need for pedestrian-friendly communi-
ties and a real challenge in a predomi-
nantly rural area like ours.

continued on page 5

     The California Coastal Commission won a landmark victory in its long effort to
protect the public’s right-of-entry to beaches in the state when the U.S. Supreme
Court in October rejected two challenges to its authority to require access paths
when beachfront property owners build there.
     At stake were the beach access rights granted by the owners of more than 1,200
coastal properties over the past 30 years years in exchange for permission to build.
Had the court upheld the challenges, it would have triggered hundreds of other
suits by property owners seeking to revoke longstanding public beach access rights.
     There are 300 such access paths in San Luis Obispo County, most of them in
Cambria, Cayucos and Los Osos, according to the county parks department.
     In reality, less than 25% of these coastal paths have been opened to the public. In
many cases, property owners have erected fences, walls and other obstructions and
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by making a donation the Sierra Club Morros Preservation
Fund,  and/or SLO Land Preservation Fund.

  Morros Preservation Fund    SLO Land Preservation Fund

I have enclosed:    $500    $250    $100    $50    Other: ____

Please make your check payable to:
Sierra Club Foundation Morros Preservation Fund, or
Sierra Club Foundation SLO Land Preservation Fund

Name _______________________________________________________

Address ________________________________ Phone ______________

City _____________________________ State ____ Zip ___________

Mail your contribution to:
Santa Lucia Chapter of the Sierra Club
P. O. Box 15755, San Luis Obispo CA 93406

Yes, I would like to help
the Santa Lucia Chapter
of the Sierra Club
preserve precious lands
on the Central Coast

Donations are
tax-deductible.

WENDY BROWN
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

TELEPHONE & FAX: (805) 546-9491
EMAIL: WBROWN@SLONET.ORG

1865 WILDING LANE

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401

Sanctuary
Boosted

2078 Parker Street Suite 200
San Luis Obispo

786-0300 596-4460
1288 Morro St., Suite 100, SLO 93401

Valerie Endres
REALTOR

Still selling after
all these years

     Efforts to establish a federal ma-
rine sanctuary along the San Luis
Obispo County coast got a major
boost on Nov. 7 when the first steps
were taken to create a county stake-
holders committee to explore the idea
and make recommendations.
     An organizing group called for
nominations to the committee at a
public meeting in Cayucos presided
over the Supervisor Shirley Bianchi
and attended by more than 50 people.
They also announced that the World
Wildlife Fund has agreed to support
and fund the organizational efforts.
     The group acted after the
Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary’s Advisory Council at a
meeting in Cambria in August voted
11-5 to give priority status to consid-
eration of expansion of that Sanctu-
ary to cover the San Luis Obispo
County coast. The Council also pro-
posed creation of a stakeholders com-
mittee composed of San Luis Obispo
County residents to explore the ex-
pansion idea and draft a proposal.
     Representation on the committee
will be in 20 categories, ranging from
agriculture to fishing to the public at
large. Nominations may be made to
Bianchi at County Government Cen-
ter, Room 370, San Luis Obispo, CA
93408-2040. Applications are avail-

By Jack McCurdy

able there or at the Environmental
Center of San Luis Obispo County
(ECOSLO) 1204 Nipomo St., San
Luis Obispo.
     Bianchi said the committee pri-
marily will consider three options
for recommendation: no sanctuary,
expansion of the Monterey Bay
sanctuary or creation of a new and
separate national sanctuary encom-
passing Estero Bay and other San
Luis Obispo County coastline.
    It was made clear that expansion
of the Monterey Bay sanctuary to
cover this county would be faster
than forming a separate sanctuary.
Greg Haas, a member of Rep. Lois
Capps’ staff, said it would take five
to 10 years to obtain approval of
Congress to create a new sanctuary.
By contrast, the Monterey Bay sanc-
tuary is undergoing review, and its
Advisory Council could recommend
expansion to include waters off San
Luis Obispo County within a year, a
sanctuary official said.
     Bianchi said a sanctuary here
would be a “tool to stop pollution
off our coastline,” especially the
dumping of selenium waste from
the San Joaquin Valley in Estero
Bay, which has been proposed. “I
want to do everything I can to keep
it (selenium waste) from coming
here,” she said.
     The organizing group, working
through Bianchi’s offices, consists
of Pam Marshall Heatherington of
ECOSLO, citizen advocate Shoosh
Crotzer, Ron Massengill of the
Monterey Bay sanctuary Advisory
Council and Robin Robinson of the
World Wildlife Fund.

Action Alert
continued from page 1

McClain-Hill, who voted in favor of
coastal development in more than 80%
of the cases before the Commission, led
the charge to defeat Wan’s reelection,
and Potter, a builder and a Monterey
County supervisor, is a candidate for
the Chair.
     You can call Gov. Davis’ offices (ask-
ing him to avoid involvement in Wan’s
reelection and to reappoint Desser) at
213-897-0322 or 916-445-2841, fax
him at 916-445-4633,  write to him at
State Capitol Building, Sacramento, CA
95814, or email him at
governor@governor.ca.gov.
     You can call Burton at 916-445-
1412, fax him at 916-445-4722, write
him at State Capitol Room 205, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814, or email him at
mary.shallenberger@sen.ca.gov.
     You can call Wesson at 916-319-
2047, fax him at 915-319-2147,  write
him at P.O. Box 942349, Sacramento,
CA 94249-0001 or email him at
Assemblymember.Wesson@assembly.ca.gov.
     Calling, faxing or writing these
officials are considered most effec-
tive. Sample letters are available on
the Santa Lucia Chapter’s web site,
http://santalucia.sierraclub.org/index/
index.html
     Letters to the editor supporting
Wan’s reelection (emails are preferred
by the newspapers) should be sent to
the:

     —Los Angeles Times,
letters@latimes.com, by fax to 213-237-
7679 or by mail to 202 W. 1st St., Los
Angeles, CA 90012.
     —San Francisco Chronicle,
letters@sfchronicle.com, by fax to 415-
543-7708 or by mail to Letters to the
Editor, 901 Mission St., San Francisco,
CA 94103.
     —Sacramento Bee,
opinion@sacbee.com, by fax to 916-
321-1996 or by mail to letters to the
editor, 2100 Q St., P.O. Box 15779, Sac-
ramento, CA 95852.
     Wan is founder of the League for
Coastal Protection and has a record of
grassroots coastal activism and public
service on behalf of the coast stretching
back more than 25 years.
      Mark Massara, the Club’s coastal
program director, stressed that “the
Chair of the Coastal Commission is an
extremely important position and sets
the tone for the Commission’s proceed-
ings. In the three years that Sara Wan
has been Chair of the Coastal Commis-
sion, she has made numerous improve-
ments to the proceedings that have
helped increase public participation.
     “Prior to her tenure, members of the
public were each only given two to
three minutes to speak. Now, members
of the public are allowed to prepare an
organized presentation that is equiva-
lent to the time given to an applicant.
This has been crucial in the public’s
ability to demonstrate the pros and
cons of some of the most controversial
development projects along our coast-
line.”
     Massara went on to say that “Wan’s
decades of grassroots coastal activism,
advanced degrees in science and engi-
neering, and business acumen make
her without doubt the most qualified
person in California to serve as Chair of
the California Coastal Commission.”
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steadfastly refused to honor their ac-
cess agreements with the Coastal Com-
mission, according to Mark Massara,
coastal program director for the Sierra
Club, which has vigorously supported
beach access.
     The Commission’s authority over
coastal access was challenged by two of
these owners, Santa Barbara billionaire
Wendy McCaw, who used the Santa
Barbara News-Press, which she owns,
to promote her cause, and Malibu bil-
lionaire David Geffen, who put up
fences blocking the access paths adja-
cent to his house at La Costa Beach.
     But “this should now put to rest all
of the other challenges we have re-
ceived,” said Peter Douglas, executive
director of the Commission. “It will
mean substantial new public access to
the beaches and along the beaches.”

Coastal Access
continued from page 3

Chapter Wins Big
continued from page 1

     Richard Kranzdorf, who has
worked tirelessly over the years
for environmental causes here and
is a former Political Committee
chair of the Santa Lucia Chapter of
the Sierra Club, has been named
the recipient of the first annual
Kathleen Goddard Jones Award in
recognition of his long-time com-
mitment to Sierra Club service
and conservation activism.
     Kranzdorf was presented the
award at a dinner honoring him
and his wife, Illona ?, on Oct. 19 at
Cal Poly. He is a retired Cal Poly
professor of political science and
also has been active in local politi-
cal campaigns of candidates who
are dedicated to environmental
preservation in our community.
      The Kathleen Goddard Jones
Award was established by the
Santa Lucia Chapter to honor the
founder of our chapter and an out-
standing and effective activist,
Kathleen Goddard Jones.  Known
as “The Lady of the Dunes,” she
exemplified environment action
with her fierce love and protection
of the Nipomo Dunes. The award
will be given annually to a chapter
volunteer whose contributions
reflect her values.
     Tarren Collins, chair of the
Santa Lucia Chapter, presented
the award and paid tribute to
Kranzdorf’s personal qualities and
astute leadership skills.
     “No matter how deep into the
thick of battle for peace and the
environment we get, Richard
Kranzdorf always reminds us that
this is about kindness, gentleness,
tenderness,” she said.
     Unlike the many people who
deplore what is going on in our
midst but fail to act, “Richard, you
certainly have done something
about it,” Collins said to him.
     She cited two examples:

      “With your leadership as a
member of the Sierra Club Execu-
tive Committee, the community
was able to block passage of Mea-
sure “A” that would have allowed
oil drilling off our coast. Again,
because of your personal commit-
ment and drive to energize vot-
ers, the county was blocked from
hooking up with State water, thus
slowing the drive for population
growth and development.”
     Kranzdorf, she noted, has had
a long and distinguished profes-
sional career, which has included
Fullbright grants to Eastern Eu-
rope and Pakistan,teaching for
many years in the university pro-
gram in London, England, and as
the recipient of a National Endow-
ment for the Humanities Grant at
Yale University.
     Collins also quoted from an
article in Hopedance magazine,
which said Kranzdorf had been
“personally representing a dispro-
portionately large percentage of
the conscience of Cal Poly. You
were honored for being dizzyingly
active and effective on uncount-
able vital fronts while elevating
discussion with your wisdom,
your reason and your respect for
fellow humans of every stripe.”
     Because of his many contribu-
tions, Collins said, the Chapter
“decided that you, Richard, de-
serve to be the first recipient.”
     Letty French, another long-
time Chapter member, was instru-
mental in the establishment of
this award and also arranged for
the creation of the beautiful en-
graved  crystal monolith pre-
sented to Kranzdorf to com-
memorate his being the first
recipient.

Kranzdorf Receives First
Chapter Award

     For SLO City Council, Allen Settle
was holding on to a skin-of-our-teeth
lead over, yes, again free-spending Paul
Brown with just a five-vote lead. John
Ewan, a green businessman, easily won
with the top number of votes.
     Our candidate for mayor, Jan Marx,
was trounced by perpetual pro-
growther Dave Romero. Should Settle
not prevail we will have a largely sym-
pathetic City Council turn decidedly
neutral. In any case, we mourn the
absence of Marx, a member of the Si-
erra Club for over 30 years.
     In Arroyo Grande, Joe Costello over-
came a highly-popular and well-con-
nected candidate to prevail for City
Council. A special thanks to Jim
Guthrie, a hard-working volunteer who
made the difference in Costello win-
ning. Costello completes a new three-
person majority that will seek to pro-
tect the wondrous microclimatic
valley, ag land and habitat around Ar-
royo.
     Same on adjacent Nipomo Mesa
where our three favorite candidates
won, including top vote-getter, Sierra-
endorsee Judith Wirsing. She and our
new friends on the Nipomo CSD will
just be saying “NO!” to overdrafting
the aquifer and to sprawl at a rate of
Sao Paulo, Brazil.
     We got a “two-fer-one-er” in
Atascadero where Becky Pacas dis-
placed a candidate openly hostile to
environmental concerns who also
served on the highly powerful San Luis
Obispo Council of Governments
(SLOCOG). She joins the luminous
George Luna as the minority contin-
gent on the City Council that might
learn from their presence. Pacas is a
part-time gym teacher and we can’t
help but marvel at how well she stuck
her landing.
     Enviro hero Gordon Hensley hand-
ily won reelection to the Los Osos CSD,
tallying the second highest number.
Hensley can be counted on to pursue a
sound sewer system that recycles water
in Los Osos.
     In an election critical to land use on
the North Coast, Vern Kalshan fought a
valiant fight against (is this getting
tiresome?) a free-spending developers’
attorney from Orange County who is a
semi-transplant.
     Kalshan deserves our thanks for
stepping up to the plate and so does
Istar Holliday who was unsuccessful in
a bid for a Lucia Mar school board seat
where she would have had a chance to
work against the sprawl-inducing sit-
ing of a school.
     In fact, all 15 candidates sympa-
thetic to Sierra values with whom we
made positive contacts deserve our
thanks for their willingness to serve us

in this glorious land we call home.
     And thanks to our political commit-
tee members, Holly Sletteland, Bill
Robinson and Josh Olejczak, for help-
ing to set us a place at virtually every
decision-makers’ table in the county
where decisions that effect our families
and our futures here on the Central
Coast are made.
     Gordon Hensley put it best when he
said on election night of our thrilling
success, “Now you just have to figure
out how to  put it (our electoral suc-
cesses) to work!”
     If you’d like to take that next step
with us, communicating environmental
concerns to those elected officials who
hold the reins of power, please contact
us so that we can get on with the next
part of the job. Thanks to all who
helped make our political campaigns
so successful.
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State Bans Fishing
Around Channel Islands

WWWWWhen a ghen a ghen a ghen a ghen a good food food food food friend’riend’riend’riend’riend’s not enos not enos not enos not enos not enoughughughughugh...............

Individual and Couple Counseling

Personal and Business Coaching

in person or by phone

(805) 5(805) 5(805) 5(805) 5(805) 53333344444-----11111101010101011111

Jill Denton, LMFT Caroline Hall, MBA

www.AccessPt.com
Access Point - a place to turn

A portion of all fees are donated to non-profit organizations

Creating an OldCreating an OldCreating an OldCreating an OldCreating an Old
Fashioned NeighborhoodFashioned NeighborhoodFashioned NeighborhoodFashioned NeighborhoodFashioned Neighborhood
in Harmony with Naturein Harmony with Naturein Harmony with Naturein Harmony with Naturein Harmony with Nature

Imagine living in a neighborhood you
help create that reflects your values.

Imagine living among neighbors who care
about you, and with whom you can take

hikes and cook meals together. That’s
what living in cohousing is all about!

We invite you to learn about our
community and come visit us.

• 14 wooded acres with flowing stream,
hiking trail, hilltop and valley views
• 10 acres preserved as open space

• edible landscaping • environmental
design and materials

Call: 800-489-8715
Email:  info@OakCreekCommons.org

Website:  www.OakCreekCommons.org

Join ECOSLO and do your part in
protecting our environment

864 Osos Street, Suite C
P. O. Box 1014
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Phone (805) 544-1777
Fax (805) 544-1871

info@ecoslo.org

Environmental Center of
San Luis Obispo County

     Fishing has been banned by the California Fish and Game Commis-
sion around the Channel Islands off Santa Barbara County to help fisher-
ies there to recover, and the difference in the 2-1 vote was Bob Hattoy,
former Sierra Club staff member and recent appointee of Gov. Gray
Davis.
     “California once again is in the vanguard of environmental protec-
tion,” Hattoy said. “This is good for the fish, good for the fishermen and
good for future generations.” Davis said that he was “delighted” by the
vote.
     The Commission’s action was strongly supported by the Sierra Club
and other environmental organizations, such as the Ocean Conservancy
and the Environmental Defense Center.
     The decision imposes a permanent ban on removing fish as well as all
sea life in 175 square miles of ocean around the Islands and establishes
a network of 13 marine reserves and conservation areas in state waters
to give a wide variety of fish and shellfish species a chance to rebound
from decades of excessive fishing.
     The size of the no-fishing areas could grow depending on whether
federal officials decide whether to expand the cluster of reserves into
federal waters, which begin three miles from shore, over the next few
years. Enforcement of the state ban is scheduled to begin Jan. 1.
     A combined state and federal reserve system could ultimately encom-
pass 426 square miles, making it the largest complex of marine reserves
in the
continental United States. The largest reserve in the nation surrounds
the northwest Hawaiian Islands.
     The ban was angrily opposed by many from the fishing industry, and
hundreds carrying placards converged on the Commission meeting in
Santa Barbara to register their objections, contending it would severely
hurt their livelihoods. But Hattoy refused to back down.
     “Some of you will call me wrong,” he told several fishermen who
heckled him. “But your grandchildren will call me right.”

A Delightful Dinner
Picnic
After a week of cold foggy days and
evenings I was pleased to find light
wind and high fog when we launched
ten boats at 5:30 p.m. We leisurely
paddled across the estuary to the sand
spit, turned toward the Back Bay and
beached our boats on Midden Point.

     There was lots of good food and
good conversation while we ate. We were sheltered from the evening breeze by
a large sand dune. After dinner we took a short hike on the spit. We found the
old fresh water well was almost overgrown, but you could clearly see where the
animals kept open a small trail to their water source.

     The tide was full as we paddled back to the marina. The sun was setting
below the high fog and the warm pink rays colored the bottom of the fog
layer, giving a special glow to the estuary. The sage advice, “Enjoy each mo-
ment,” came to mind as paddlers expressed their appreciation of the beauty of
this evening on the estuary. It was another delight filled outing. Check our
outing schedule and join us on the water.

by Jack Beigle      The California Coast Commission is
known for listening attentively to the
public at its meetings, but Pedro Nava
goes a step beyond, often interacting
with speakers and voicing his apprecia-
tion for sharing their views.
     In August at the Commission meet-
ing in San Luis Obispo, Nava was elo-
quent as he described the effect that
ordinary people have on Commission-
ers like him and how their pleas for
coastal protection have left a lasting
impression.
     After the Great Coastal Places Cam-
paign hearing had concluded, Nava
recalled the day four years ago when
more than 1,500 people crowded the
same Embassy Suites Hotel conference
room to support preservation of the
Hearst Ranch.
     “That was the first year I was a Com-
missioner,” he told the packed audi-
ence. “If you reflect back on it there was
a tremendous unanimity on the part of
the Commission with respect to how we
understood the community’s percep-
tion of what they wanted the county to
look like and especially the north
county.”
     “And the 1500 people who came out
had a tremendous impact on the Com-
mission and a tremendous impact on
me. And I carried that experience and
still carry that experience with me at
every Commission meeting because
having heard you then underscored for
me the sacred duty and responsibility
that Commissioners have to listen to
the public, to be respectful of the envi-
ronment and to think seven generations
out.
     “And (today) I heard phrases that
(suggest) maybe it’s time to redefine
some language. Instead of agricultural
maybe we should call it ‘agri-future’
because it is absolutely clear that agri-
culture plays a pivotal role in the eco-
nomic viability of our state, agriculture
has a critical role in San Luis Obispo
County and the intelligent management
of our agricultural resources will be an
important linchpin in maintaining
open space and protection of the envi-
ronment in keeping this place as
blessed and beautiful as it is.
     “In terms of hard choices, we either
honor nature or our conveniences, and
I think we are learning more and more
that we need to give up some conve-
niences, if in fact we are going to re-
spect our obligations to future genera-
tions.
     “I like the term ‘industrial abuse’
because at one time we really thought
we could tame nature. We were so arro-
gant we thought we could engineer our
way out of every problem. But I think
we are becoming more conscious and
more sensitive to the fact that we’re just

not as smart as we think we are. We’re
just not.
     “And by respecting nature and under-
standing our connection and our rela-
tionship to the natural world will we
indeed begin to come to our full poten-
tial as a people on this planet...
     “I really regret that this is the last
one of the LCP updates because what I
think this process has done is afford
grassroots organizations and volun-
teers a little bit of access to the Com-
mission. You can’t come to the Com-
mission every month and...follow what
we do and talk to us about the issues
that matter to you.
     “But through the LCP process we’ve
had a chance to listen to your voices for
at least a year, and this Commissioner
tells you that I will continue to hear
your voices long after you are able to
come to these meetings.”

Nava: ‘We Hear You’
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Law Offices of Jan Howell Marx
A Client-Centered Practice

• Business
• Elder Law
• Environmental Law

•  Labor/Employment
• Real Estate
• Wills & Trusts

541-2716
P.O. Box 1445, SLO 93406-1445

E-Mail: janmarx@fix.net

THE BATTERY EXCHANGE
Batteries For All Seasons - Batteries For All Reasons

5265 Traffic Way
Atascadero
466-4749

Dennis or Steve

1446 Spring Street
Paso Robles
238-6337

Jim

3076 Duncan Lane
San Luis Obispo

541-5129
Jason

ELECTRIC CARTS A SPECIALTY
Pollution & Noise-Free

Multi-Use We Recycle

A WA WA WA WA Will . . .ill . . .ill . . .ill . . .ill . . .
. . . is a way to protect the environment as well as yourself.  If you do not

have a  will, the state decides how your property and other affairs are handled.
Decisions made now can later provide financial security for family, friends,
and the Sierra Club. You may even direct your bequest to a specific Club
program or your home Chapter.

   For more information and confidential assistance, contact

JoJoJoJoJohn Chn Chn Chn Chn Calalalalalaaaaawwwwwaaaaayyyyy
Sierra Club Planned Giving ProgramSierra Club Planned Giving ProgramSierra Club Planned Giving ProgramSierra Club Planned Giving ProgramSierra Club Planned Giving Program

85 S85 S85 S85 S85 Seeeeecccccond Sond Sond Sond Sond Strtrtrtrtreeeeeetetetetet , 2nd Floor, 2nd Floor, 2nd Floor, 2nd Floor, 2nd Floor, S, S, S, S, San Fan Fan Fan Fan Frrrrrancianciancianciancissssscccccooooo, C, C, C, C, CA 9A 9A 9A 9A 944444105105105105105-----33333444444444411111
(4(4(4(4(4111115) 95) 95) 95) 95) 97777777777-----5555555555 333338.8.8.8.8.

(10% discount with Sierra Club Bequests)

Get your Trail Guide
today!

Only $14.95$14.95$14.95$14.95$14.95. We pay tax & shipping!
Name

Address

City, State & Zip

Phone orders, call Bonnie WPhone orders, call Bonnie WPhone orders, call Bonnie WPhone orders, call Bonnie WPhone orders, call Bonnie Walters at 543-7051alters at 543-7051alters at 543-7051alters at 543-7051alters at 543-7051

Make check payable to “Sierra Club Trail Guide” and mail to:
SierSierSierSierSierra Club Tra Club Tra Club Tra Club Tra Club Trail Guiderail Guiderail Guiderail Guiderail Guide

P.O. Box 15755, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Classifieds
Classified ads are $10 and are limited
to 20 words. They are due by the 10th
prior to the month of publication (next
deadline is December 14th). Please
submit your ad and payment to:
Deborah Krueger
c/o Santa Lucian
P.O. Box 15755
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Announcement

Beginning with the January issue, a
new editor will be needed to produce
the Santa Lucian. Need to know
Pagemaker, Acrobat helpful. Please e-
mail Jack at: jmccurdy@slonet.org

For Sale

Nature photographs, many in and
around our beautiful SLO county. Great
holiday gifts! To view/purchase, please
visit: www.photographica.org/user/
Bunnigrrrl/prints

Here’s an easy way to report on environmental concerns or to get
information on issues affecting our ecology: Call 911! That’s just a
catchy title, though. The real number is. . . (drum roll):

(415) 977-5520 or environmental911@sierraclub.org

Environmental 911

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from all of us at the Santa Lucian!

The People’s Guide to Basic Solar Power:
the new book that tells you how to simply and

affordably put a PV system in your small
home, boat, RV or office. Local author, Sierra

Club member. See website for more info!

PowerfromSun.com
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Photo by Joaquin Palting

Outings and Activities Calendar
     All of our hikes and activities are
open to all club members and the gen-
eral public. If you have any suggestions
for hikes or outdoor activities, ques-
tions about the Chapter’s outing poli-
cies or would like to be an outings
leader, please call Outings Leader Gary
Felsman at 473-3694. For information
on a specific outing, please contact the
outing leader. Outings Leaders, please
get your outings or events in by the
10th for the next months outings.

     The Morro Bay Natural History As-
sociation (772-2694) and the Nature
Conservancy (343-2455) hold many
hikes as well, which are too numerous
for us to list. Call for details. All our
outings are open to the general public.

Hiking Classifications:

Distance: 1 = 0-2 mi., 2 = 3-5 mi.,
3 = 6-9 mi., 4 =10-12 mi.,
5 = 12 mi. or more.

Elevation Gain: A = 500',
B = 1000', C = 1500', D = 2000',
E = 2500', F = 3000' or more.

.Sat., Nov. 23, 9 a.m., Cerro Alto
trail (intermediate) Meet at Spencer’s
Market parking lot in Morro Bay-Bring
water, lunch and dress in layers-Rain
cancels-North County residents call
ahead of time for alternate meeting site
and to confirm participation. Call
Eliane, 784-0532. (2C)
Sun., Nov. 24, 10 a.m. Canoe/Kayak
Morro Bay. Here’s a chance to get a
little exercise before that Thanksgiving
Dinner. Join us for a picnic and a short
hike on the sand spit. Bring your boat
and equipment, PFDs, binoculars and
your picnic lunch. Launch at Morro Bay
State Park Marina. For details call Jack
at 773-2147.
Sun., Nov. 24, 9:30 a.m., Bicycle Na-
ture Tour. Meet east side of parking lot
at Pismo Pier, ride to Avila Pier via Bob
Jones Pathway and return by Pirates
Cove with many nature stops and solv-
ing of world problems on the way. Must
wear helmet. Confirm a few days before
with Bill at 929-3647.
Thurs., Nov. 28, 9:30 a.m., Thanks-
giving Black Lake Hike. For about 25
years we have been hiking to Black
Lake on Thanksgiving morning. This
year we will be coming in from the
north. Confirm a few days before with
Bill at 929-3647.
Nov. 28 - Dec. 10 Yucatan Adven-
tures, Mexico. For details contact Jack
Sneddon  (925) 676-3939,
Jacks2@prodigy.net. Sponosred by Bay
Area Car Camping.

Fri., Nov 29, 4th Annual Los Osos
Mini Hikes. Join us for 3 walks in Los
Osos. First, we’ll meet at the Los Osos
Oaks Preserve parking lot on Los Osos
Valley Road, 3/5 mile east of South Bay
Blvd. After this, we’ll drive to Sweet
Springs Nature Reserve and then on to
the Elfin Forest Boardwalk. Total hik-
ing distance will be 3-4 miles with
little elevation gain. Rain cancels.
Leaders Al, 534-0462, and Joanie, 528-
2726. (2A)
Sat., Nov 30, 8 a.m., Manzana Nar-
rows with the Arguello Group. This is
a 10 mile hike with 1500 feet of eleva-
tion gain. We will hike upstream from
the Nira Campground. The sycamore
trees should be showing their fall col-
ors. Meet at the Lompoc Civic Center at
8am, or at the Park n Ride in Santa
Ynez at 8:45am. Leader Dean, 736-
6685. (4C)
Sun., Dec. 1, 9 a.m., Valencia Peak
Conditioning Hike. This is a 2 hour, 4
½ mile roundtrip hike with over 1200
feet of elevation gain. Bring water,
sturdy hiking shoes and dress for the
weather. Everyone is welcome, but this
is a vigorous conditioning hike. It is in-
tended for already fit individuals who
want to maintain a high fitness level. It
is not for those who want to get into
shape, as they will be left behind. Rain
cancels. Leader Al, 534-0462. (3C)
Sun., Dec. 1, 9:30 a.m., Coast Nature
Hike. See a remote area of dunes with
botanizing, bird watching and poetry.
Confirm and details a few days before.
Bill at 929-3647.
Sat., Dec. 7, 8 a.m. Silver Peak Wil-
derness Work Party. Come join the Si-
erra Club as we continue to improve
trail in the Silver Peak Wilderness. Our
goal this trip is to work on a section of
trail either at the front of the
Cruickshank Trail a section near
Cruickshank Camp, or a section just
past Silver Camp. We will do minor
brushing, and regrade sections of the
trail. Bring gloves, Mcleods, or loppers
or hedge shears if you have them. Oth-
erwise we can provide the necessary
tools for those that may need them.
Bring lunch, water, and dress for the
weather. No experience is necessary.
Meet a Spencer’s Market in Morro Bay.
Rain Cancels. Details call Gary at 473-
3694.
Sat., Dec. 7, 10 a.m., Canoe/Kayak
Morro Bay Sand Spit and Section
Meeting. A winter paddle to the sand
spit for a short hike and picnic lunch.
Take a break in your Christmas shop-
ping and join us on the bay. You can
write your friends Back East and tell
them about this outing. We usually get
beautiful weather this time of year. A

short business meeting will follow
lunch to discuss future outings. Bring
your boat and equipment, PFDs, wind-
breaker and a picnic lunch. Meet at the
Morro Bay State Park Marina. Leader
Jack Beigle, 773-2147.
Sun., Dec. 8, 9:30 a.m., Kayak Oso
Flaco Lake. Meet at lake with kayak,
PFD and mechanism to move kayak to
lake. Bring binoculars for bird watch-
ing. Confirm at 929-3647.
Sat., Dec 14, 7:45 a.m., Little Pine
Mountain with the Arguello Group.
This is a 12 mile strenuous hike with a
steep ascent to the peak. There will be
views of the Santa Ynez Mountain
Range, the Channel Islands. Bring
plenty of water. Meet at the Lompoc
Civic Center at 7:45am, or at the Park n
Ride in Santa Ynez at 8:30am. Contact
the leader to coordinate carpooling and
adventure pass. Leader Scott at 736-
0792. (4F)
Dec., 15, Sun. 9:00 am, Cabrillo
Peaks Loop.  Join the leader on this
moderate 5.5 mile hike in Morro Bay
State Park.  Along the trail there are
great views of Hollister Peak and Morro
Bay estuary.  We will climb to the top of
Cabrillo Peak and obtain vistas of
Morro Rock and Black Hill.  Total gain
will be about 1300 ft. This should be a
great time of year to explore an area
that is not used as often.  There is a pos-
sibility of ticks and poison oak.  Wear
appropriate footwear and dress for the
weather.  Bring water and lunch or
snacks.  There may be a refueling stop
at an eatery in Los Osos or Morro Bay
after the hike.  Meet at Cabrillo Peaks
parking lot. From Highway , take the
Los Osos-Baywood Park exit and go
south on South Bay Blvd. for .9 miles to
a dirt parking lot on the left.  For info,
call Chuck (927-3769)(2B)
Sun., Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m., Bicycle
Guadalupe to Ocean. Meet at Dune
Centre Parking lot with bike and hel-
met. An easy, educational tour of
Guadalupe and then to ocean. Confirm
a few days before at 929-3647.
Sun., Dec 22, 8:30 a.m., Hazard
Peak Conditioning Hike. This is a 2
hour, 4 ½ mile roundtrip hike with
1000 feet of elevation gain. Bring wa-
ter, sturdy shoes and dress for the
weather. Everyone is welcome, but this
is a vigorous conditioning hike. It is in-
tended for already fit individuals who
want to maintain a high fitness level. It
is not for those who want to get into
shape, as they will be left behind. Rain
cancels. Leader Al (534-0462) (3C)
Wed., Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m., Winter Sol-
stice Coast Hike. See a remote area of
dunes with botanizing, bird watching
and poetry. Confirm and details a few

days before.  Confirm with Bill at 929-
3647.
Sun. Dec, 29, 9 a.m., Valencia Peak
Conditioning Hike. This is a 2 hour, 4 ½
mile roundtrip hike with over 1200 feet
of elevation gain. Bring water, sturdy
hiking shoes and dress for the weather.
Everyone is welcome, but this is a vig-
orous conditioning hike. It is intended
for already fit individuals who want to
maintain a high fitness level. It is not
for those who want to get into shape, as
they will be left behind. Rain cancels.
Leader Al (534-0462) (3C)
Sun., Dec. 29, 9:30 a.m., Point Sal
Hike. Meet at end of Brown Rd. Bring
optional Mt. Bike for fast ride back
down hill. The first 2.5 miles is
uphill(1000ft). We’ll stop a lot going
uphill to botanize and solve all the
planet’s problems. Bring lunch, water,
fit dogs that do not chase cattle and a
friend. A few days before event, call
929-3647.
Wed., Jan. 1, 9:30 a.m., Mussel Rock
Hike. 19th Annual New Year’s Day Hike.
Start the year off in nature! Meet at end
of West Main on the beach. Bring lunch,
water, binoculars, inspirational read-
ings. Dogs on a leash permitted. More
info: 929-3647.

THAI
YOGA
MASSAGE
An energizing &
therapeutic form
of bodywork inte-

grating Hatha yoga, Acupressure
and Reflexology.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER:
$55 for 75 minutes$55 for 75 minutes$55 for 75 minutes$55 for 75 minutes$55 for 75 minutes

Swedish & Deep Tissue Massage also available

Call CYNTHIA Call CYNTHIA Call CYNTHIA Call CYNTHIA Call CYNTHIA 8888805-505-505-505-505-5444441-01-01-01-01-0818181818122222


