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L 0s Osos:
Hope You
Held On

L os Osos residents who
took our advice nine
months ago about not
opting to puncture and fill
your septic tanks before
hooking up the sewer (“Los
Osos: Don't Tank Your
Septic Tanks!,” April) will
now be glad you did.

Last month, the Los Osos
Basin Management Com-
mittee posted afinal draft
of the Los Osos Wastewater
Project’s Water Conser-
vation Implementation Plan
(WCIP), incorporating
eight recommendations
submitted by the indefatig-
able L os Osos Sustain-
ability Group.

The conservation plan
includes $500 rebates for
repurposing septic tanks for
rainwater/recycled water
reuse systems, rebates for
rainwater tanks ($400 for
500-1000 gallon and $500
for 1000 gallons plus),
graywater systems ($100
for laundry-to-landscape
and $500 for more exten-
sive systems), and up to
$400 for low water use
landscaping. It alsoin-
cludes $350 rebates for
recirculators and washers
and $250 rebates for lo-
flush toilets of 1.28 gpf or
less. So evenif you've
punctured and filled your
septic tanks, there's
something here for you.
Go to www.slocounty.
ca.gov/pw/lowwp/con-
serve.htm.

Brace for |mpact

The unthinkabl e has hap-
pened, and theredlity is
upon us. We are al about to
find out what Americaun-
der aPresident Trump will
look like.

But we all just spent 18
months getting a detailed
preview, and the President-
elect has made his cabinet
appointments and rel eased
histo-do list for hisfirst
100 days, so it’snot like
there’sany mystery about
what’s on the agenda.

Above al, no one should
have any difficulty reading
the blinking red neon sign,
in letters ten feet high, ad-
vertising the debut of the
most violently anti-environ-
mental administrationin
modern American
history.

And the Sierra
Club is not about
to sit back and
watch a climate
change denier in
the Oval Office
bring about a
catastrophic fail-
ure of action --
and atotal halt to
actions already
underway -- to
meet the threat of
themost critical
issue of our time.

The People's

The County is supposed
to pay for these measures
out of a$5 million funding
allocation that was man-
dated in 2009 to be spent on
water conservation asa
condition of approval of the
wastewater project’s devel-
opment permit.

The Basin Management
Committee has been com-
plaining that “the funding
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CLIMATE

MOVEMENT

Climate Movement, alarge
and diverse coalition fo-
cused on ensuring strong
|eadership from across the
climate and climate justice
movements, is planning a
movement-scale mobiliza-
tion in Washington, DC on
April 29, 2017.

Such mobilization is now
more critical than ever be-
fore. It will be akey mo-
ment for our movement to
come together and show our
country and the world that
we remain strong and will
continue fighting for racial,
economic and climate jus-
tice. It will also strengthen
and provide momentum so
that local and state cam-
paigns can win bolder poli-

LIM

source that puts money into
the wastewater project
makesit very difficult to
move that money to the
desired uses for conserva-
tion,” and musingon“a
new funding source and
potentially Prop. 218 ap-
proval” or aspecial tax.
And we have been regularly
reminding them: that was
not the deal. Thisiswhat

cies and raise the demand
for an equitable transition to
anew energy economy.

In addition to the mass
mobilization on April 29,
the People’'s Climate Move-
ment will be organizing
events across the country in
the first 100 Hours of the
Trump Administration. We
will organize bold actions
throughout the first 100
daysand we will bein
Washington DC on April
29th to let the Trump Ad-
ministration and the world
know that we are going to
keep fighting for everything
and everyonethat we love.

The Sierra Club has
launched an action page and
social mediaoutreach in
parallel with the
launch of the People’s
Climate Movement
First 100 Days Fight
for Climate, Jobs and
Justice website
(peoplesclimate.or g).

The SierraClub
will be playing alead-
ing rolein helping to
plan and turn out for
the event in coordina
tion with hundreds of
partner organizations.
L ook for more details
soon on where and
how to get involved.

that $5 million wasfor.

L os Osos residents owe
their ability to take advan-
tage of these conservation
measures and subsidies, and
the Coastal Commission
owesits ability to enforce
them, to former SLO
County Planning Commis-
sioner Sarah Christie. (See
“Where'sthe Statue to
Sarah?,” page 4.)

TheYear In
Review

There was good stuff, too

SERVETRY

On Jan. 6, senior staff from
several west coast national
marine sanctuaries came to
the Veterans Memorial
Buildingin Morro Bay at
the invitation of the city
council to lay out facts

about the mission, purpose
and function of marine
sanctuaries, including the
proposed Chumash Heri-
tage National Marine Sanc-
tuary. It was adark and
stormy night asfear-mon-
gering, rumor-riddied oppo-
nents stepped up to the mi-
crophone to peddle their
scary stories and found
themselvesin an exchange
very different fromfiring
off aletter to the editor. The
experts calmly told thereal
story of the sanctuaries and
the environmental and eco-

YEAR continued on page 4
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The Sierra Club has
initiated social
media outreach in
parallel with the
launch of the
People’s Climate
Movement’s “First
100 Days Fight for
Climate, Jobs and
Justice” website.

TOCHANGE
EVERYTHING

Common Dreams / CC BY-SA 3.0 US
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Sronger Together

by Michael Brune, Executive Director
SerraClub

This hurts. There's no way right now to ease the
shock and dismay of what we'refacing. The painis
real -- and so much of the people and places that we
love -- and the values that we hold dear -- are now
threatened.

We cannot givein to the hate and vitriol spewed
these past few months and blame ourselves or our com-
munity. We win together, and we | ose together.

It is more important than ever that we stand in soli-
darity with our friends and allies. The attacks will
come, | can promise you that. They will come on the
communities and individuals that were already targeted
during this campaign.
They will likely start with
the most politically vul-
nerable and may comein
waysthat we don’t ex-
pect. We need to stand
together, thefirst time
and every time.

Wewill fight and we
will resist, but we will not
cower in adefensive pos-
ture for the next four
years. Our Beyond Coal
coalition defeated one
coal plant proposal after
another - during the entire Bush Presidency. And
though Trump-McConnell-Ryan is a poisonous combi-
nation, they can't stop regulators from choosing clean
energy when it’s the cheapest option. They can’t stop
citiesfrom going to 100% clean energy. They can’t
stop the private sector that wants to be part of the cli-
mate solution, not the problem.

We'll haveto adjust many of our strategies, but we
won't let our progress on climate and clean energy to
be stopped.

Resist, recruit, train and sustain
For 2017 and beyond, our priorities, challenges, and
opportunitiesfall into four areas:

1. Resist —We will draw on the talents and experience
of our staff and volunteersto fight Trump, Congress,
and the growing number of anti-environmental gover-
nors, every step of theway. This defensive work will
play out in the courts, in Congress, in statehouses, in
the marketplace, and in the streets — and it will in-

STRONGER continued on page 6

Marine Sanctuary Actions
for the Mind & Body

Mon., Jan. 30, 7:00 - 8:15pm: Sierra Club isteaming
up with SLO Yoga Center for aBlindfold Yoga + Live
Mandala Painting with music from Melondance.
CLASS IS FREE with a suggested donation of $10 per
person to support the proposed Chumash Heritage
National Marine Sanctuary. Join us at SLO Yoga Cen-
ter, 672 Higuera St #200, SLO.

Tues,, Feb. 1, 5:30 - 8:30pm: Become a Marine Sanc-
tuary Ambassador to your membership organizations at
an educational workshop and training seminar sharing
how a marine sanctuary off the coast of San Luis
Obispo prevents oil drilling and other environmental
damage. Steynberg Gallery, 1531 Monterey &, SLO.
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Sierra Club General Meeting

8th Annual Environmentalists Rendezvous: Behold the Animals!

Jan. 25, 7-9 p.m.
with Professor Emily Taylor

Tonight come and hear the stories of the dedicated protectors of our wild neighbors of
land, sea, and sky. Speaking will be leaders of the Friends of the Elephant Seal, Pacific
Wildlife Care, Pismo Beach Monarch Butterfly Grove, and Morro Coast Audubon Society.
Professor Emily Taylor, director of graduate studiesin Biological Sciences and winner
of the Distinguished Teaching Award at Cal Poly, will start us off.
Your questions and comments will be welcomed. . '
.’l pacificWILD care

Meets at Steynberg Gallery,
1531 Monterey St., SLO.

G

Free 4
For more info, contact: Joe Morris, (805) 549-0355.
Morro Coast Audubon Society
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Santa Lucia Chapter
onecall 10r nctuary PO. Box 15755
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
Call the White House before Jan. 20 At S
_ . . . o Office hours Monday-Friday,

Until the day he |eaves office, President Obama can pick up the phone, call the Administrator of the 1p.m.-7p.m., 974 Santa Rosa
National Oceanlc.and Atm_osphencAdml nistration, and tell her to commence the designation process for Street, San Luis Obispo
the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary.

To help him decide to do that, call the White House Comment Line and simply say “1’d like the president to start the _ _ _ _
process for designating the Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary off the Central Coast of California.” The Printed by University Graphic Systems Cal
sooner you make that call, the better, but in any event, call before January 20. You'll be glad you did! CPC())Llj):’t ssan oﬁ‘i'ﬁe%bi:igf 'S't\:'gg;(”sg SErvices

Call 202-456-1111 to leave a comment, or 202-456-1414 for the switchboard. N y : /
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It's time for America to get smart
about energy and be less depen-
dent on dwindling oil reserves,
We need ta increase our use of
clean, renewable energy sources
like wind and solar power,

Add your voice to protect the
planet. Join the Sierra Club
today.

Join today and
receive a FREE Sierra
Club Weekender
Bag!
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S The
A - First
Polluters

Although writer Vicki Ledn has called the
central coast home for 36 years, shereturns
regularly to the Mediterranean basin, the focus
of her antiquity research. From the 1980s on,
she honed her sleuthing skills by unearthing over
2,000 largely unsung achieversfor her Uppity
Women book series, which now numbers seven
titles.

Asajournalist, Ledn haswritten for the L.A.
Times, New York Times and other periodicals. As
anonfiction author, her output includes 37
books ranging from ancient science and super-
stition to women'’s history, travel, and the natural
world. In the 1990s, she also developed and
edited abook series for younger readers on
threatened ecosystems and endangered species

. that'sstill inprint.
A Sierra Club member since 1999, Vicki is
| acutely aware of climate change and our urgent
| needfor decisive action. She'll bewriting a
. seriesof columnsfor the Santa Lucian on her
.| unique perspective of our ancient past and what
can be learned from it.

As she notes: “Historical research isacom-
pelling way to gain insight. When we recognize the environmental mistakes of
human societies of long ago, we see more clearly how to avoid them.”

Her columns will cover avariety of relevant topics. Here are three snippetsto
giveyou apreview:

Thetimber wars

A celebrated Athenian egghead named Plato once lamented about the land-
scape of hisnativeAttica: “What remainsis like the skeleton of abody emaci-
ated by disease. All therich soil has melted away, leaving a country of skin and
bone.”

He jotted that down around 400 b.c. By then, Greeks had been going to war
over timber for over acentury.

Yes, warfare over trees—not territory. Thusit was two millennia ago that de-
forestation, erosion, mining activities, and animal grazing began to turn Greece
and itsislands into the arid landscape we see today.

When polluter s were scapegoats

The Greeks had aword for almost everything, thanksto their loquacious crop
of philosophersand early natural scientists. “Pollution,” for instance, which they
defined as a crime against the gods. Also called “miasma,” it often referred to a
careless act that physically defiled or degraded something. “ Scapegoat” had
much crueler repercussions than it does today—sometimes exile; at others, ritu-
alistic death. It wasn’t always the guilty polluter who got scapegoated, either.
Pollution in the modern sense— contamination of waters, toxic fumes, and slag
from mining—al so impacted ancient livesin unexpected ways.

Arena addiction

When the Roman Empire really got rolling in thefirst century a.d., so did new
cities, most following the same template: adowntown core of right-angle
streets, with public baths, agueduct, and marketplace. Unsurprisingly, after the
50,000-seat Colosseum in Rome opened to excited acclaim, every city across
the empire howled for its own amphitheatre.

Initially, arenas were to host blood-and-sand duels of human gladiators. Over
time, they largely became a slaughterfest of exotic large animals. By 200 a.d.,
230 towns and cities had arenas needing animals to bring in the crowds. Over
11,000 animals were killed for Trajan’s triumph. During a spectacle put on by
Pompey Magnus, 600 lions and 410 |eopards were dispatched.

Theresult? A host of species extirpated in their native lands—and, it's
thought, extinction of afew unlucky species.

TheWord from the Mayor

Her Honor SLO Mayor-elect Heidi Harmon met the press and
chatted with constituents at her first post-election press confer-
ence on Nov. 28 on the steps of city hall. “It's time to get informed
and get busy,” she said, “I'm proud to be part of a growing pro-
gressive movement. I'm asking every one of you to show up and
lead the city with me and to become leaders in the most important
issue of our time, and that’s our changing climate.”

The press conference began with a blessing from Violet
Cavanaugh of the Northern Chumash Tribal Council.

2017 Chapter Executive
Committee Seated

Congratulations to Santa L ucia Chapter Executive Com-
mittee el ection winners Chuck Tribbey, MarciaAlter,
Stephanie Gong, Christine Mulholland and Sue Harvey!

Four elected candidates were seated, with afifth ap-
pointed to fill the seat of Patrick McGibney. Patrick, newly
elected to the California Valley Community Services Dis-
trict, stepped down from the Chapter Executive Committee
so that all the candidates could be seated.

“Patrick has served on the ExCom for five years, with a
year to go on his second term,” said Chapter Chair Karen
Merriam. “We appreciate this generous action by Patrick
that reflects his strong commitment to renewing and sus-
taining the creative, energetic leadership of the Santa L ucia
Chapter.”

The Chapter also thanks Heidi Harmon for her service as
Chair of the Chapter’s Climate Change Task Force, which
she has vacated to take up her new duties as Mayor of San
L uis Obispo.

At their December 10 meeting, the Executive Committee
elected officers for 2017.

Come to order The 2017 Santa Lucia Chapter Executive Com-
mittee, clockwise from left: Karen Merriam, Cal French, Marcia
Alter, Stephanie Gong, Christine Mulholland and Sue Harvey (ab-
sent: Lindi Doud) at its first meeting, December 10, at the SLO
Unitarian Universalist Center.

Cambria CSD BringsHomean F on ItSEIR

Environmental Impact Re-
port was typical of resource
agency comments.

The Commission stated
its primary concernsthugly:

After two years of exten-
sions of an Emergency
Coastal Development Per-
mit on the promise of some-
day subjecting its Emer-
gency Water Supply/ Sus-
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and becauseit ‘isa
groundwater replenish-
ment project -- not a
desdlinationfacility.’
For several reasons,
including thefollow-
ing, the project is sub-
ject to the referenced
policy.... [T]he project

new growth anticipated
by the proposed project
and analyzed in the
DSEIR would not be
supported by the
project once the con-
straints of the water
availablein the San
Simeon watershed are

adequately analyzed.
Evenif thisgrowth
were sustainable in the
short run, the DSEIR
does not analyze how
such new growth would
be provided with water
beyond the project’s
expected 20-25 years
of operationsand it
does not evaluate the
adverse effects that
would result from that
situation.... Our overall
recommendation isthat
the CCSD substantially
revisethe DSEIR to
incorporate more com-
plete and accurate data
and information and to
use thisinformation to
fully re-evaluatethe
project’s known and
expected adverse ef-
fects.”

isnot a‘groundwater
replenishment project,’
asit withdraws ground-
water from the San
Simeon watershed
rather than replenishes
it, though it is a desali-
nation project, asit
uses the same technol -
ogy as other desalina-
tion facilitiesto re-
move salts and other
contaminantsfrom
brackish water, sea-
water, treated waste-
water, or groundwater.
Therefore, the project
is subject to the above-
cited Community Wide
Policy 4D. We recom-
mend the DSEIR be
revised to clarify this
issue.”

We hate to tell the CCSD
we told them so when it
comesto thelet’s-see-how-

In aparticularly pointed
passage pertaining to the
Cambria CSD’s claim that
the project is not subject to
policy provisionsrelated to
desalination facilities, the
Commission popped the
CCSD’sfavorite balloon:

much-we-can-get-away-
with approach to shoving a
desalination plant into En-
vironmentally Sensitive
Habitat Areawith after-the-
fact environmental
review...but we told them
s0. A lot. (See“ Cambria's
Shock Doctrine,” Jan.
2015, “A Regulatory Real-
ity Check,” May 2015,
“Backwards Still Runs
Cambria's Water Scheme,”
Jun. 2016, etc.)

“The DSEIR con-
tends that the proposed
project is not subject to
this Policy because the
project is outside the
Cambria Urban Area



Year
continued from page 1

nomic boon they have been
everywhere they have been
designated. The moment is
preserved on YouTube at
“NOAA-hosted marine
sanctuary on.”

As the proposed Trident
Windsfloating turbines
project off Morro bay and
San Simeon gained atten-
tion, we published a con-
densed version of the Sierra
Club’s policy on offshore
wind energy (see“Do We
Want aWind Farm?,” Jan.
2016). Trident and state and
federal agenciesmust en-
sure that the 70 square
miles of marine habitat and
ocean floor proposed for
the project are theright
place to put Trident’s pro-
posed wind farm, based on
afull environmental
baseline study and review.

After bird-dogging the Los
Osos Wastewater Project
for years, we continued to
Voice concerns about the
Los Osos Basin Manage-
ment Plan drafted by the
County and the commun-
ity’swater purveyors. Our
critique of the plan’sflaws
got the attention of the Re-
gional Water Quality Con-
trol Board, which directed
the County to answer key
questions at their Jan. 28
hearing.

Chapter Director Andrew
Christie’s opinion piece
“Wading into the tar pit,”
examining themultiple
decisionsfacing SLO
County on whether or not to
expand crude oil production
and refining activity and
choose a future as a sacri-
fice zone for Big Qil, ap-
peared in the Jan. 14 edition
of New Times.

The Chapter joined with
concerned residentsin ex-
pressing alarm over a draft
ordinance that would have
allowed the application of
sewage sludge on agricul-
tural lands used to grow
food for human consump-
tion, replacing an existing
moratorium on the practice.
(See“Rush to Sludgment,”
Jan. 2016). At their Jan. 12
meeting, after getting an
earful from citizens about
the failure of the ordinance
to include protective mea-
sures and alternatives as
required by the Board of

TOXIC SLUDGE IS

"
LIES, BAMM LIES
AN

Supervisorsin 2002, the
County decided to halt the
approval process and put
the matter on afuture
agenda. At their Nov. 8
meeting, the board voted to
withdraw the draft ordi-
nance and maintain the
moratorium through March
2021.

By the skin of their teeth,
every city in the county
voted to join aregional
feasibility study for Com-
munity Choice Energy on
Jan. 29, the deadline for al
interested Central Coast
communitiesto do so. They
joined with dozens of other
Californiacommunities
who arerealizing that thisis
the best and surest way to
build alocal green economy
and end our dependence on
fossil fuels. (See“All In,”
March.)

In the Jan. 27 issue of New
Times, the Shredder quoted
the Sierra Club on the inter-
esting fact that the website
created to promote the Phil-
lips 66 oil train terminal

project was
prominently
featuring lauda-
tory quotes
from lettersto
the editor —
written by a
Phillips 66
employee—
directly beneath
the logos of
New Times and
The Tribune and a banner
reading “In the News,” as
though the planted p.r. rep-
resented the editorial opin-
ions of those newspapers
(until The Tribune made
them stop).

February

On Feb. 4, hundreds of
opponents to the Phillips 66
oil train terminal project
cameto SLO from around
the state, joining local resi-
dentsfor thefirst meeting
of the SLO County Plan-
ning Commission deliberat-
ing on the project, the larg-
est turnout for apublic
meeting in years. Thisfol-
lowed 24,000 comments
received in opposition to
the project from California
cities, counties, school dis-
tricts and labor groups. The

SierraClub and our allies
played acrucial rolein or-
ganizing turnout and laying
the administrative record
for the project’s environ-
mental review, helping en-
sure that the project’slikely
environmental impactswere
fully analyzed.

We submitted comments to
the County Planning Com-
mission on a proposed Va-
cation Rental Ordinance
that was supposed to regu-
late the morphing of vaca-
tion rentalsinto event cen-
ters. We noted that de-
coupling agricultural pro-
duction from event venues
will directly underminethe
viability of agriculturein
the county. The ordinance
was taken off calendar.

The California Coastal
Commission gathered in
Morro Bay on Feb. 10,
where adevel oper-friendly
majority of commissioners
made along-term dream of
coastal developers come
true by voting to fire Execu-
tive Director Charles Lester

In The News

without public explanation
and despite an avalanche of
public protest from virtually
every member of their staff,

the editorial boards of every

major newspaper in the
state, ninety environmental

DEVELOPER
ACCE

and social justice organiza-
tions, three dozen former
Coastal Commissioners,
two dozen state and federal
legislators, and the 253

members of the public who
spoke at the meeting.

On Feb. 12, President
Obama made history, pre-
serving some of the most
iconic placesin the Califor-
nia desert -- the Mojave
Trails, Sand to Snow and
Castle Mountains National
Monuments -- thanks to 20
years of effort by the Wild-
lands Conservancy, the
Sierra Club and Senator
Dianne Feinstein.

Chapter Director Andrew
Christie examined the cur-
rents of money and power
that flowed behind the fir-
ing of the Coastal Com-
mission’s executive director
in the Feb. 18 edition of
New Times (“ Coastal Com-
mission isunder water”).

The Beniciaplanning com-
mission rejected the ail
train project proposed for
their Bay Arearefinery,
underlining thevery similar
problemsfor the oil train
project targeting the Phil-
lips 66 refinery in Nipomo,

undergoing review before
the SL O County planning
commission.

March
Valero Oil appealed the
BeniciaPlanning Com-
mission’srejection of their
oil train project to the
Benicia City Council, where
the city attorney falsely
claimed that SLO County
had determined that “the
permit cannot be denied”

for the Phillips 66 oil train
project based on environ-
mental impacts of oil trains
beyond the immediate area
of the proposed construc-
tion site on the Nipomo

county
counsel
had, in

—
fact, concluded the oppo-

site, asdid the California
Attorney General.

The Paso Robles Ground-
water Management District
went down to overwhelm-
ing defeat when it finally
had to face the voters—an
outcome foreseeable to
anyone who had been fol-
lowing the torturous saga of
the “hybrid” district as
related in these pages over
the previoustwo years. As
we editorialized in the
March 11 edition of The
Tribune in the aftermath of
the special election, “the
doom of the proposed land-
owner-based district was
sealed...by the forced com-
promise that created its
Rube Goldberg structure
[and assured that] district
board memberswith afi-
nancial stakeinirrigated
agriculturewould rule the

the same end was shot down
because Seaworld fought it
furiously, charging that it
was backed by “well-known
extreme animal rights activ-
ists, many of whom regu-
larly campaign against
SeaWorld and other ac-
credited marine mammal
parks and institutions.”
Assemblyman Bloom
reintroduced the bill on
March 17. Thistime, it
wrote SeaWorld's commit-
ments into law and applied
them to all state operators.
And thistime it wasn’t shot
down, because it was backed
by SeaWorld, whichissued a
press rel ease proclaiming
that “ Society ischanging
and we' re changing with it.”
(Thanksto all those activ-
ists, both well known and
lesser known.)

We sent aletter to the EPA
on the proposal by the State
Water Board to exempt the
“Pismo Formation” from the
Safe Drinking Water Act,
which is supposed to protect
the aquifer from the Arroyo
Grande Qil Field, hometo
several of the 50,000 oil
wellsin the state found to be
illegally dumping oilfield
wastewater into aquifers.
The exemption request
comes as plans are on the
tableto significantly expand
0il extraction operationsin

DECLINING PASO GROVNDWATER BASIN

Vineyard and ag interests

push spemal water district
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basin and dominate all deci-
sionsregarding the disposi-
tion of itswater in perpetu-
ity; those not thusinvolved
would be consigned to a
perpetual minority. This
was deemed ‘local con-
trol.’”

Sea World announced it will
stop breeding captive orcas
and will phase out its orca
shows. A bill introduced by
Assemblyman Richard
Bloom in 2014 to achieve

the A.G ail field. Though ail
field injection wells are now
known to trigger earth-
quakes, the County’s exten-
sion of the current permit
was granted largely on the
assurance that the earth-
quake fault that forms a
geological barrier between
the oil company’swaste-
water disposal and nearby
potable water sourcesis
impermeable and permanent.
The EPA’s action on the
Arroyo Grande oil field

The most momentous and |east noticed local news story of the year was the April 22nd opening
of the Los Osos sewer plant after 30 years of fierce contention and futile effort. The difference
between success and failure came down to four months of hearings and the work of one public
servant over the spring and summer of 2009.
Read al about it at sierraclub.or g/santa-lucia/blog/2016/12/ground-tr uth-los-0sos
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exemption request will set
aprecedent for the state.
EPA was expected to re-
ceive more than 50 aquifer
exemption applications by
the end of the year.

A letter from Chapter Di-
rector Andrew Christie
focusing on the above-cited
new information and rais-
ing concerns about earth-
quakesinduced by oil field
injection wells appeared in
the March 28 edition of
The Tribune.

April

We worked with the
County to get the word out
to Los Osos residents on
the Los Osos Wastewater
Project’s Conservation and
Septic System Repurposing
Program and the environ-
mental and economic ad-
vantages of turning their
septic tanksinto rainwater,
graywater or recycling
assetsinstead of destroying
them when hooking up to
the sewer.

We pointed out the high
level of unknownsin the
County’srushtoink a
$900,000 desal project
permit for PG& E to ramp
up desalinated water pro-
duction at the Diablo Can-
yon Nuclear Power Plant,
including the question of
whether “Diablo Canyon
would still be open and
functional when adesal
project comeson line” (see
“Diablo + Desal + Haste =
County’s Next Mistake,”
April) and printed afull list
of the conditions making
renewal of the plant’sli-
cense an unlikely prospect.

May

On May 2, Lois Capps held
apress conference on the
Pismo Pier accompanied
by local elected officials
and Chumash eldersto
announce her formal re-
quest of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to begin the
designation process for the
Chumash Heritage Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary.

At the sixth hearing of the
SL O County Planning
Commission on the Phillips
66 oil train terminal

project, commissioners
took astraw vote not ap-
proving the project but
directing Planning staff to
come back with conditions
of approval and a statement
of overriding consider-

WHERE'S
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ationsin case the project
was to be approved.

une
On June 31n Mosier, Or-
egon, on the banks of the
Columbia
River, an oil
train de-
railed,

spilled and
burned, un-
derscoring
therising
threat of oil
trainsin the
midst of the
SLO County
Planning
Commission’s
ongoing deliberations on a
permit for Phillips 66 to
bring the same level of haz-
ard to the Central Coast of
Cdlifornia

The week of June 9, the
County was jolted by the
newsthat Justin Vineyards,
under the aegis of Beverly
Hillshillionaires Stewart
and Lynda Resnick, had
clear cut some 8,000 oak
trees. Holly Sletteland,
leader of the Santa Lucia
Chapter’sWildlands Stew-
ardship campaign, testified
at the June 21 board of su-
pervisors meeting on an
urgency oak protection
ordinance, urging the
County to “impose an im-
mediate moratorium on
further clear cutting and
direct staff to develop a
permanent ordinance within
afew months' time. The
ordinance should prohibit
removal of any oak species
over asensible threshold
without a permit and in-
clude penalties severe
enough to deter future vio-
lations. There must also be
requirements for adequate
replacement planting and
enforced monitoring that
will sustain the woodlands
we have |eft, and recover
some of what we have lost.”

CdliforniaCoastal Commis-
sioner MarthaMcClure
became the first member of
the commission’s devel-
oper-friendly “gang of
seven” to facethe votersin
her home district after firing
Executive Director Charles
Lester in February. The
voters took the occasion to
oust her from her 20-year
seat on the Del Norte
County Board of Supervi-
sors, and thereby her seat
on thecommission, ina
repudiating vote of 64% to
35%, electing aformer
school board member to
replace her.

PG& E acknowledged that
Diablo Canyon’sday is
done and announced its
decision to shut down the
plant by 2025, pending the
approval of the Public Utili-
tiesCommission. The Sierra
Club filed for intervenor
statusin the PUC caseto
ensure that the utility meets
California srenewable en-
ergy and carbon reduction
targets and that the 12,000
acres of undeveloped
coastal land around the
plant are not sold off and
developed.

Working with our Los
Padres Chapter in Santa
Barbara, we convened an
Evening with Jean-Michel
Cousteau that packed the
SantaBarbaraLibrary’s
Faulkner Gallery on June
20. Audience members sat
rapt as Cousteau narrated
video of histeam’sdivesin
national marine sanctuaries.
A subsequent panel discus-
sion of the campaign to

designate the Chumash
Heritage National Marine
Sanctuary featured
Cousteau, Fred Collins of
the Northern Chumash

Tribal Council, UCSB Pro-
fessor Douglas McCauley,
and Santa L ucia Chapter
Director Andrew Christie.

The Chapter contracted with
former Sierra Club clean
energy intern Nancy Cole
Borges to coordinate volun-
teer activities, coordinate
campaigns and build up our
social media presence. Nan
was a Cal Poly student and
vice-president of the Em-
power Poly Coalition when
shefirst lent her formidable
talents to the work of the
Chapter (see “On the Euro-
pean Energy Tour,” May
2008, “Morro Bay Empow-
ered,” Feb. 2009, and “Lo-
calize It,” Sept. 2009.) Wel-
come back, Nan!

The lawsuit Save Adelaida
v. County of San Luis
Obispo succeeded in strik-
ing down the permit for a
giant event center in asmall
rural community after citi-
zens went to court to solve
the problem of the County’s
ongoing failure to protect
rura lands from the impacts
of traffic, noise, trash, de-
struction of wildlife, in-
creased fire hazard and
dwindling water supply.

ul
The ProtectSLO coalition
brought Mosier, Oregon,
Mayor Arlene Burnsto
SLO, where she told several
hundred people in Mitchell
Park what her town was still
going through in the after-
math of the oil train derail-
ment the month before and
that, unlikein Oregon and
Washington, “you can stop
thisbeforeit starts. And it's
ahell of alot easier to stop

it now than onceit’s been
approved.”

After the Chapter conferred
with Save Adelaidal activ-
ists on how to go about
pressing their case with SLO
County Supervisors, the
supervisors voted 5-0 to
move forward with amend-

ing the Land Use Ordi-
nance to can regulate vaca-
tion rentalsin the Adelaida
areainstead of allowing
neighbors continue to ex-
ploit loopholesto turn agri-
cultura land into commer-
cial wedding venues and
event centers.

August

The Santa Lucia Chapter’s
Executive Committee
penned “Ensuring 20 More
Years of Happinessin
SLO,” recapping the his-
tory of citizen activism that
has protected natural open
spacein the City of SLO
and laying out what needs
to be done in the future to
preservethat legacy, asa
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Viewpoint intheAug. 4
edition of The Tribune.

“The Best of Big Blue
Live,” aone-hour docu-
mentary about the amazing
abundance of marinelifein
the Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary, was
shown at the SLO Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship
onAugust 6. A panel dis-
cussion about the proposed
Chumash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary with
Northern Chumash Tribal
Council Administrator Fred
Callins, land use attorney
P.J. Webb, and Santa Lucia
Chapter Director Andrew
Christiefollowed the film.

The Board of Supervisors
agreed to extend the Native
Woodlands and Agricul-
tural Pond urgency ordi-
nances necessitated by the
June clear-cut of some
8,000 oak trees on the
property of Justin Vine-
yards after Justin was pur-
chased by Beverly Hills
billionaires Stuart and
LyndaResnick. Hearten-
ingly, the debate on the
Board was not over if the
urgency ordinances' protec-
tions should be extended,
but for how long. They
settled on nine months,
putting planners on afast
track to come back with
permanent ordinances.

sion held its seventh full-
day meeting in eight months
of deliberations on the pro-
posal by Phillips 66 to build
anoil train terminal at its
Nipomo refinery. The com-
mission pondered devel-
oper-written conditions of
approval and a statement of
overriding considerations
and continued its delibera-
tions to October 5.

The Chapter submitted
comments on thefatally
flawed Draft Environmental
Impact Report for the
Oceano Dunes Dust Control
Program. The Draft EIR
prepared for the California
Department of Parks and
Recreation leaned on amis-
reading of asingle
clausein the Guide-
linesfor the California
Environmental Quality
Act and attempted to
stand CEQA onits
head, shifting the focus
of the EIR to ponder
the dust control pro-
ject’s potential impacts
on OHV recreational
opportunitiesinstead
of impacts on the envi-
ronment. The EIR
attempted to create a
new CEQA category of
“significant conflict”
out of the unsurprising
fact that adust control
project does not “ perpetuate
and enhance recreational
use of OHVsinthe SVRA.”
Even if the Draft EIR
should go forward with its
unique concept of “recre-
ational impacts” intact, the
project’s Overriding Con-
siderations -- necessary to
permit the
project -- won't
go away: Long-
term exposure to
particul ate mat-
ter pollution can
cause decreased
lung function,
chronic bronchi-
tis, pulmonary
disorders, pre-
mature death in
peoplewith
heart or lung
disease, and increase the
risk of cancer by 50 per-
cent.

The Sierra Club presented
Representative Lois Capps
with our Distinguished Ser-
viceAward at a Sept. 10
ceremony at our national
headquartersin Oakland, in
recognition of her long-
standing commitment to
conservation throughout her
career in public service.

Chapter Director Andrew
Christie’s|etter explaining
the reasons why County
leaders should set aside
spurious “ green nuke” argu-
ments and support the clo-
sure of Diablo Canyon ap-
peared in the Sept. 28

logical Diversity, Surfrider,
350.0rg, Mesa Refinery
Watch Group, the Sierra
Club et a, the SLO County
Planning Commission de-
nied the proposed Phillips
66 Nipomo oil terminal for
tar sands crude oil “bomb
trains.” Phillipsimmedi-
ately appealed the denial to
the Board of Supervisors
and sued the County.

On October 14, Chapter
Chair Karen Merriam
joined with concerned Edna
Valley residentsin voicing
concernsto the County
Planning Department over
the proposed rubber-stamp-
ing of an events permit for
Greengate Farmsin the
EdnaValley. The permit
poses significant cumulative
impacts on noise, traffic and
air quality in conjunction
with proliferating event
centersinthe area. The
SierraClub’sintervention
helped persuade planners to
pull the permit from the
consent agenda for the
meeting and our comments
resulted in tightening con-
ditions of approval, elimi-
nation of loopholes, added
monitoring, en-
forcement, and a
regquirement that all
events on the prop-
erty will be subject
to the same restric-
tions.

The administrative law
judge presiding over
PG& E's application to
retire Diablo Canyon, in
response to filings by
Sierra Club and Friends of

Wild Cherry Canyon argu-
ing against PG& E’s conten-
tion that it need not address
the preservation of Diablo
Canyon lands -- 12,000
acres of undeveloped
coastal property around the
plant owned by the utility
and itssubsidiaries -- ruled
that “PG& E shall serve
supplemental testimony
providing factual informa-
tion on land ownership and
acquisition and related
property rights for the lands
adjacent or contiguousto
PG& E's Diablo Canyon
Power Plant.”

T mppa dr
ik

After eight public hearings,
the SLO County Planning
Commission voted to deny
the Phillips 66 ail train
terminal on October 5. Phil-
lips appeal ed the decision
to the Board of Supervisors
and sued the County.

The Chapter alerted our
membersto join with
protectpricecanyon.org and
the Center for Biological
Diversity in support of
CBD’slawsuit against the
state’s oil regulators and the
fight to stop Big Oil from
using a Pismo aquifer asa
dump for toxic oil field
waste water.

The Chapter’s series of
full-page ads urging readers
to sign the online petition
for designation of the Chu-
mash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary beganin
the Nov. 25 edition of The
Tribune.
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The Sierra Club filed for
intervenor statusin the Phil-
lips 66 lawsuit against SLO
County over the denial of a
permit to build an oil train
terminal at its Nipomo re-
finery. We will support the
county’s defense of the suit
on both procedural and
substantive grounds. Proce-
durally, the lawsuit is pre-
mature, and substantively it
iswithout merit. The Plan-
ning Commission’sdetailed
findings on public health
and safety issues and incon-
sistencieswith the county’s
Local Coastal Plan provide
firm legal groundsfor the
denial of the project.

Community Choice Energy is a Powerful
and Rapidly Spreading M ovement

By Woody Hastings, Renewable Energy Implementation
Manager, Center for Climate Protection.

[Looking ahead: This spring, the County Board of Supervi-
sorswill elect to either join all the other forward-looking
communitiesin California choosing clean Community
Choice energy, or recede into afossil-fueled past.]

edition of The Tribune.

October

At their Oct. 5 meeting,
after eight agonizing hear-
ings and Herculean levels
of organizing by Stand.
earth, the Center for Bio-

September

On Sept. 22, the SLO
County Planning Commis-

After the TPP: Here'sa Progressive
Vision for Trade

By Ilana Solomon, Director, Responsible Trade Program,
Serra Club, and Ben Beachy, Senior Policy Advisor,
Responsible Trade Program

Opposition to status-quo trade deal's has reached unprec-
edented heights. The 2016 election cycle featured awide-
spread, trans-partisan rebuke of trade deals like the Trans-
Pacific Partnership that prioritize corporations over the
rest of us.

And while Donald Trump eventually, and tragicaly, as-
cended to power, he did not stop the TPP. That was the
work of an international movement, including millions of
Americans and thousands of diverse organizations that
fought for six years against the TPP's threats to workers,
communities, and the environment.

The question now: What should come next? Since
Trump'’s approach to trade is rooted in the same xenopho-
biaand hypocrisy that drove his campaign, we, as

AFTER TPP continued on page 8

As 2016 drew to a close, Community Choice Energy had
spread to 26 out of 58 counties and over 300 citiesin Cali-
fornia as either operational, on track for launch of service,
or at some stage of evaluation. Community Choice Energy
has become a powerful and rapidly spreading movement.

The Center for Climate Protection began advocating for
Community Choice in 2005 and advocated strongly for the
establishment of Sonoma Clean Power (SCP) asarepli-
cable model for other communitiesin the state to follow.

When SCP launched in early 2014, there were only about
adozen jurisdictions considering Community Choice.

Five Community Choice Energy agencies are now
operational. They all have renewable energy levelsand
greenhouse gas reductions that exceed the incumbent util-
ity. These agencies are M CE Clean Energy, Sonoma Clean
Power, Lancaster Choice Energy, Peninsula Clean Energy,
and CleanPowerSF (see “Keep It in the Ground, page 6).
Silicon Valley Clean Energy ison track to launch in early
2017 with several othersin the queue to follow in 2017 and
beyond.

Last year the Center for Climate Protection launched the
Clean Power Exchange, dedicated to providing resources
and tools for emerging Community Choice agencies. One
of the key features of the website is an interactive map that
provides information and updates on Community Choice
activity in all 58 counties and 482 citiesin the state. One of
our biggest challengesisto simply keep up with the daily
news that comesin from around the state.

The movement, whileimpressive, isjust beginning, and
we anti cipate accel erated growth based on the powerful
impacts we' ve already seen.

Wbody Hastings can be reached at woody@climate
protection.org or 707-525-1665 ext. 117.
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continued from page 1

volve nearly every part of
the Sierra Club. Part of this
resistance will include
standing strongly with our
allies, particularly commu-
nities of color, and continu-
ing to speak out against
racism, xenophobia, sexism,
bigotry, and hate.

2. Recruit —We have seen
an outpouring of support
from the public in the form
of donations, memberships,
volunteer recruitment, and
social media posts. We will
continueto aggressively
recruit new activists, new
volunteers, and new donors.
Our grassroots are the foun-
dation of our strength, and
wewill work to engage and
activate a new generation of
Sierra Club leaders.

3. Train —Having alarger
membership and a deeper
pool of activistswill help.
How we develop those re-
sourcesisjust asimportant.
In 2017, we will invest
more deeply in staff and
volunteer training than we
have ever done before. For
example, every staff mem-
ber and the lead volunteers
from every chapter will get

e T

The Yosemite Conserva-
tion History Center (for-
merly known as LeConte
Memorial Lodge) isaNa-
tional Historic Landmark
that represents the rich heri-
tage of the SierraClub in
Yosemite Valley. The build-
ing houses several interpre-
tivedisplays, achildren’s
nature corner, awonderful
library, art projects and
evening programs.

Since 1904, a curator and
Sierra Club volunteers have
provided information to
park visitors. Today the
program welcomes over
15,000 visitors to the Sierra
Club's spiritual homein
Yosemite Valley and volun-
teers are needed now asthe
building reopensfor its
113th season on May 3.

Volunteers spend aweek
in the park assisting the

training on equity and inclu-
sion as we accel erate our
anti-racism work.

4. Sustain —We have
tough fights ahead, but we
refuse to bein adefensive
crouch for yearsto come.
We will continue to make
clean-energy progressin
cities, in the private sector,
with public utility commis-
sions, and internationally,
and we will increase our
investmentsin those areas
where we can stay on the
offensive. We must bere-
lentlessin our fight against
fossil fuelsand for clean
energy and smart transpor-
tation policies at the city
and state levels.

Donald Trump may be
president for the next sev-
eral years, but the Sierra
Club has been doing this
work for nearly 125 years.
We'll still be herewhen he
is gone, and our movement
will be bigger, stronger, and
more innovative than ever
for having opposed him.
For many of us, these will
be the biggest environmen-
tal fights of our lives, but
they’ll also be the most
meaningful.

We'reready to giveit
everything we'vegot.

club’s curator, Bonnie
Gisel, PhD. by interacting
with park visitors and carry-
ing on the Sierra Club tradi-
tion of helping others ap-
preciate and protect our
natural environment. Volun-
teers get free park admis-
sion and camping in agroup
campsite during their ser-
vice week.

James Herman

SF“Keep It in the Ground”
Ordinance Will Transition
Kern County Oil Field Into
Solar Fields

By Luis Amezcua, San Francisco Bay Chapter

The City of San Francisco has taken abold stand against
profiting from climate disruption, passing legislation on
November 29th that prohibits the leasing of city-owned
land for fossil fuel extraction. The unanimous decision by
the Board of Supervisorsisawin-win-win for the envi-
ronment, for clean energy jobs, and for city residents.

The passage of the ‘Keep It In The Ground’ ordinanceis
more than just a symbolic move; Supervisor John Avalos
introduced the legislation in response to the revelation
that for decades, San Francisco has benefited from leasing
800 acres of city-owned land in Kern County — the heart
of California’s oil and gas country — to Chevron for
ail drilling. Thisarrangement is at odds with San Fran-
cisco’'sreputation as aleader in seeking solutions to lower
our nation’s dependency on dirty, climate-destabilizing
fossil fuels.

The ordinance takes effect in 2020, when Chevron’s 26-
year lease with the city expires. The ordinance requiresthe
City to develop ajust transition plan for the propertiesto
ensure responsible and constructive re-use of the land, and
ensure that impacts on workers are avoided or minimized.

Now that San Francisco is getting out of the fossil fuel
business, it's making the correct assessment and examin-
ing how to take advantage of California’s famous 300
days of sunshine and generate alternative energy and green
jobsthrough the installation of solar fields. According to a

OIL 2 SOLAR continued on page 8

Peter Mazon

Potential volunteersmust: @ Be able to stand for up
to 3 hours per day
@ Tent camp only

® Bring their food and

® Be outgoing and comfort
ableinteracting with park

visitors supplies
® Havevisited Yosemite ® Not bring children, pets
within the last two years or guests

and have current park
knowledge

® Befamiliar with current
Sierra Club programs and
initiatives

To become a volunteer
for the 2017 season,
please contact Bonnie
Gisel at 209-347-7300.

Oak Tree Planting Party
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On November 5, Holly Sletteland, chair of the Santa
Lucia Chapter’s Wildlands Stewardship Group, led volun-
teers on the group’sinaugural project: aleviating thetree &
mortality that Bishop Peak has suffered in the drought.

Sierra Club worked with the City of SLO’s Natural Re-
sources Program, aong with volunteers from ECOSLO
and One Cool Earth. We especially appreciated the effort
of Junior Ranger Shea Carscaden (right) in getting coast
live oak seedlings into the ground.

To join future Wildlands Stewardship Group projects,
contact Holly Sletteland at hslettel @cal poly.edu or

805-239-3928.
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Well Earned

Carla Saunders receives Chapter award
for 25 years of conservation advocacy

Every year, we hold aVol-
unteer Hob Nob in apprecia-
tion of the SantaL ucia
Chapter’smost valuable
players, the Sierra Club
members out there doing the
work.

At thisyear’s volunteer
appreciation event, held
December 10 at the SLO
Unitarian Universalist Cen-
ter, the most appreciated
volunteer was Carla Saun-
ders, who received the
Kathleen Goddard Jones
Award, the Santa L ucia
Chapter’s highest honor.

It was along time coming.
Carlawasinstrumental in
pressing the 1994 SL O City

Council to form an Environ-
mental Quality Task Force
which shaped the Land Use
and Circulation Element
and created the office of
Natural Resources Man-
ager, whichin turn created
the Greenbelt that islargely
responsible for earning
SL O thetitle of Hap-piest
City inAmerica.

She has never let up in the
decades since, making sure
the City honorsthe will of
its citizenry and the letter
and intent of ordinances and
policies protecting natural
open space.

The City has yet to honor
her, so we're glad we did!

She rocks Santa Lucia Chapter Chair Karen Merriam (left) and
Chapter Director Andrew Christie flank a totally surprised Carla
Saunders, winner of the 2016 Kathleen Goddard Jones Award.

In Memoriam: Dominic

Perello

Dominic Perello
died on Novem-
ber 23 at age
93, leaving
behind alegacy
of serviceto his
country in
World Wer 11,
decades of
teaching tens of
thousands of students at Cal
Poly, and years of volunteer
activismwith the Sierra
Club.

“Besidesrelying on Dom
for information on all things
historic and politic about
SLO and our Chapter, Dom
and | shared some very spe-
cial momentsdiscussing his
friendship with Antoine de
. Exupery, the extraordi-
nary author of Night Flight
and The Little Prince, among
other fascinating books
about his experiencesas a
pilot,” said Chapter Chair

Karen Merriam. Both men
flew solo, reconnai ssance
flights during the Second
World War. Dom had many
thrilling storiesto share.
One of hisfavorite autobi-
ographies, which hekindly
loaned me, was The Tale of
the Rose by St. Exupery’s
wife.

“Dom was amentor, a
friend, and a strong sup-
porter of the Sierra Club.”

Per hiswishes, there will
be no services. Instead, get
together with afriend and
tell astory about Dom.

In Memoriam: Jack Beigle

Jack tenceasa
Beigle tool to get
passed away things
on Decem- done,” said
ber 14in Chapter
Pacific outings
Grove. He leader
was 87. Gary

Many Felsman.
Sierra “Jack was always there to
Clubbers and members of help when needed.”
Kayak-morrobay will re- “Jack was special,” said
member Jack, who ran the Chapter Chair Karen Mer-

Sierra Club canoe

and kayak monthly paddie
eventsin Morro Bay and
wrote the “ Paddlers Corner”
column in the Santa Lucian
from the late * 80s, encourag-
ing peopleto get out into
nature in canoes and kayaks,
until he and hiswife Grace
moved to Pacific Grovein
2006.

Jack was close to chapter
founder Kathleen Goddard
Jones. “He loved the dunes
and followed in Kathleen
Goddard Jones's footsteps,
using education and persis-

riam. “ Everybody who went
on hisovernight tripson
SantaMargaritaLakere-
members his ghost stories
and campfire songs, or his
picnics on the Morro Bay
sandspit. He was our only
outings leader who included
haikusin hisouting re-
ports.”

Anyone who would like to
send Grace a note or acard
can writeto:

Grace Beigle
651 Sinex Ave., Apt D 114
Pecific Grove, CA 93950
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All our hikes and activities are open to all Club members and the general public. Please bring drinking water to all outings and
optionally alunch. Sturdy footwear is recommended. All phone numbers listed are within area code 805 unless otherwise
noted. Pets are generally not allowed. A parent or responsible adult must accompany children under the age of 18. If you have
any suggestions for hikes or outdoor activities, questions about the Chapter’s outing policies, or would like to be an outings
leader, call Outings Chair Joe Morris, 549-0355. For information on a specific outing, please call the listed outing leader.

Sat., Jan. 14th, 8:30 a.m.
Sony Creek/Caldwell
MesaTrailsHike. Come
on two rarely used trails,
accessed by alocked gate
to Stony Creek trailhead.
Thisisastrenuous,
twelve-mile hike, 2000 ft.
gain, inand out on the
same trails. Some poison
oak along theway. Bring
lunch, water, and sturdy
hiking shoes. Meetin
front of Pacific Beverage
Co. in Santa Margarita.
Rain postponesto alater
date. Leader: Carlos
Saavedra, 546-0317.

Sun., Jan. 15th, 2 p.m.
Historic Walk of Arroyo
GrandeVillage. Join us
on an easy, guided stroll
through the well-pre-
served, century-old down-
town of Arroyo Grande.
We will discuss such sights
asthe old storefronts on
Branch ., the 1901 one-
room schoolhouse, the
famous swinging bridge,
Victorian homes of the
town’s pioneers, and AG
creek (plusits chickens).
Duration about 1 1/2

hrs. Meet at corner of
Branch and Bridge Sts.,
off-street parking nearby.
Leader: Joe Morris, 549-
0355.

Sat., Jan. 21st, 8:30 a.m.
Big Sur Coastal Hiketo

Oil 2 solar
continued from page 6

report from the City’s bud-
get analyst, thismoveisn't
only sensiblefor the envi-
ronment — it also makes
sense for the city’s budget.
Leasing the land to asolar
provider is expected to
produce more than twice
as much revenue per acre
than Chevron’s operations.

The decision to divest
City resources from fossil
fuel extraction and redirect
them to solar comes at a
time when the demand for
renewable energy is boom-
ing — while the price of
the technology and the
cost to consumersfalls
sharply. Infact, sincethe
implementation of the
Individual Tax Credit
(ITC) for solar in 2006,
the cost to install solar
energy has dropped by
well over 70 percent.

In 2004, San Francisco
was one of thefirst cities
in the nation to make a
commitment to transition
to 100% renewabl e el ec-
tricity. To achieve that goal
by atarget date of 2030,
the City hasinvested in
energy efficiency, broken
down barriersto installing
rooftop solar, and

Dutra Flat. Take a moder-
ately strenuous hike along
Big Sur Coast with great
views, nine miles RT and
2400 ft. gain. We will start
up the Salmon Creek Trail
to a saddle overlooking
Dutra Creek, then traverse
thevalley to Dutra Flat
Camp. Bring

lunch, water, and non-dlip
hiking shoes, and dress for
weather. Meet at Wash-
burn Day Use Area, San
Simeon State Park, 2 miles
north of Cambria. Leader:
Gary Felsman, 473-3694.
Rain or threat of rain can-
celsthe outing.

Sun., Jan. 22nd, 8:45 a.m.
Reservoir Canyon L oop
Plant Walk. Comeona
botanist-led plant ID walk
in Reservoir Canyon and
Bowden Ranch, focusing on
riparian and serpentine
plants commonly found in
greenbelt around city of
SLO. This5-1/2 mi. hikeis
moderate, ascending 1,200
ft. toridgetop. Learn

easy waysto identify plant
species and pick out attrac-
tive onesfor leader ID.
Bring water, snacks, sturdy
shoes, sunscreen, hat, and
jacket. No RSV P needed.
Meet at Santa Rosa Park in
SLO. If alist of trailside
speciesiswanted, contact
leader at least 24 hrs, in
advance. Leader: Bill

launched Clean PowerSF: a
new local power utility in
the* Community Choice”
clean energy model.

TheKeepItInThe
Ground ordinance hasthe
potential to help San Fran-
cisco each itsrenewable
energy goal by providing
power to its CleanPower SF
customers.

Just before the first read-
ing on November 15th,
Supervisor Avalos reiterated
the importance of this ordi-
nance, saying: “With the
pending Trump presidency,
local leadership on climate
changeis more urgent and
important than ever. San
Francisco and other cities
can help lead this country
into the clean energy future
we need.”

Indeed, San Francisco has
long been aleader in the
environmental movement.
By once again demonstrat-
ing that aligning financial
assetswith environmental
values makes economic
sense, let’s hope more cities
follow suit and divest capi-
tal from thefossil fuel in-
dustry, joining San Fran-
cisco in building a vibrant
clean energy economy
that benefits al of us: work-
ers, communities and our
environment.

Waycott, 459-2103 or
bill.waycott@ gmail.com
Rain cancels.

Sun., Jan. 22nd, 10 a.m.
Quarry Hill Trekking-
Pole Hike. Come on atwo-
mile, 320 ft. gain hiketo
learn the techniques and
advantages of trekking-pole
use. Meet at the Quarry/
Cabrillo Peak trailhead, off
South Bay Blvd., Morro
Bay. Needto confirmin
advance you are coming to
Leader: David Georgi, 458-
5575 or hikingpoles@
gmail.com.

Tues., Jan. 24th, 10 a.m.
Crespi Loop Hikein
Morro Bay Sate Park.
Come on a native-plant
walk and enjoy sweeping
views of ocean and moun-
tains, 2.25 miles RT, 350 ft.
gain. From South Bay Blvd
between Morro Bay and
Los Osos, turn onto Turri
Rd. and drive half mileto
parking lot on left. Leader:
Vicki Marchenko, 528-
5567.

Wed., Jan. 25th, 7-9 p.m.
8th Annual Environmen-
talists Rendezvous. Be-
hold theAnimals! Tonight
hear the stories of the dedi-
cated protectors of our wild
neighbors of land, sea, and
sky. Speaking will be lead-
ers of the Friends of the

After TPP

continued from page 5

progressives, must offer our
aternative— onethat’s
rooted in fighting inequal -
ity, respecting workers
rights, fostering healthy
communities, and seeking
climate justice.

On November 16, the
SierraClub unveiled adis-
cussion paper that presents
fresh, bold ideas for one
component of abroad new
approach: how to move
from polluter-friendly deals
to ones that support tackling
climate change.

The template for trade
dealslike the TPP was writ-
ten decades ago under the
advisement of fossil fuel
and other corporations.
These deals serve one func-
tion: to boost corporate
profits. They seek to maxi-
mize trade and investment
even if the goods traded or
the investments protected
spell more climate pollu-
tion. They even empower
corporationsto sue govern-
mentsin private trade tribu-
nals over climate and other
protections that affect cor-
porate bottom lines.

To build anew approach
to trade that supports - not
undermines - climate action,
we must turn the status quo
model on its head. We start

2017

Calendar

thank you.

10% off!
wall calendar:

5 or more: 15% off!

Now taking orders for the

Sierra Club

Accept no substitutes. Your
desk will thank you. Your wall
will thank you. Your friends
and family will thank you. And
when you buy direct from the
Chapter, you support the Sierre
Club’s conservation work in
San Luis Obispo County. We

$13.50
desk calendar: $14.50

To order, call:
805-543-7051

« 2016

Elephant Seals, Pecific
Wildlife Care, Monarch
Butterfly Grove at Oceano
Dunes, and Morro Coast
Audubon Society. Prof.
Emily Taylor, director of
grad studiesin Biological
Sciences and winner of the
Distinguished Teaching
Award at Cal Poly, will give
us an overall scientific per-
spective. Your questions
and commentswill be wel-
comed. Meets at Steynberg
Gallery, 1531 Monterey &.,
SLO. Info: Joe Morris,
549-0355.

Sat., Jan. 28th, 9:30 a.m.
Pt. Sal Road Hike. Your
choice of afive- or ten-
mile hike. Five-mile hike,
moderately strenuous, as-
cends hill to long views of
coast, cliffs, and pristine
beach, lasting about 2
hours. Theten-miler,
strenuous, continuesfrom
there with some tricky hill
scrambling, then down to a
remote beach for play/relax-
ing time. Bring plenty of
water, snacks, sunscreen,
hat, and sweater in case of
changing, cooler weather.
Meet at main gate to Pt. Sal
Park, end of Brown Rd.,
3.9 milesfrom Hwy 1.
Rain cancels. Leader:
Andrea Ortiz, 264-4527 or
kenya683@msn.com.

from asimple premise that
isfundamentally at odds
with the status quo: Trade
and investment should be
treated as tools for advanc-
ing human priorities - not
endsin and of themselves.
Deals should encourage
trade and investment that
support amore stable cli-
mate, healthy communities,
and good jobs, while dis-
couraging trade and invest-
ment that do the opposite.

We offer 15 proposals for
how to bring decades-old
trade rulesinto alignment
with today’s climate im-
peratives. These proposals
have been informed by in-
put from over 50 academic
and civil society trade and
climate specialists. They
range from therelatively
simpleto fundamental shifts
that, while difficult, may be
necessary to achieve poli-
ciesthat reflect today’s
stark climate realities.

Our proposals seek to
fulfill three core goals:

1. Changing traderules
to protect climate policies:
Trade rulesthat conflict
with climate action should
be eliminated to allow com-
munities and governments
to advance bold climate
protections without fear of
being challenged in trade
tribunals. Our proposal
would not allow corpora-
tionsto sue governmentsin
private tribunals over cli-
mate policies - or any poli-
cies. We also propose a
provision stating that when-
ever trade rules clash with
climate palicies, the climate
policieswin.

2. Using traderulesto
increase climate protec-
tions: Trade pacts should
establish afloor of climate
protection among trade
partnersto avoid araceto
the bottom in climate stan-
dards. While status quo
dealslike the TPP don't
even mention the words
“climate change,”
tomorrow’strade agree-
ments should require en-
forcement of international
climate commitments,
elimination of fossil fuel
subsidies, and financing for
renewabl e energy invest-
ments. Under thisnew
model, if agovernment
or corporation failed to
liveuptoitsclimate

Thisisapartial listing of Outings
offered by our chapter.
Please check the web page
www.santalucia.sierraclub.org for
the most up-to-date listing of
activities.
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The Sierra Club
Needs You!

Become an Outings Leader

Lead hikes and camping trips
Introduce others to nature
Explore the outdoors
Make new friends

Protect the environment
Get healthy exercise

For further information contact;

Joe Morris, Outings Chair
Sierra Club, Santa Lucia Chapter
(805) 549-0355

dpjiggzeearthlink.net

Jahn Misir, fineaba od iha

Farra Club, in Vosenmi

Island Hopping in Channel 1slands
National Park 2017

April 2-4 May 7-9 June 11-13 July 16-18
August 20-22 September 24-26 October 22-24

Join us for a 3-day, 3-island, live-aboard cruise to
California's Channel Islands! Hikewild, windswept trails
bordered with blazing wildflowers. Kayak rugged coast-
lines. Snorkel in pristine waters teeming with colorful fish.
Swim with frolicking seals and sealions. Look for unusual
sea and land birds. Watch for the highly endangered island
fox. Or.....just relax at seal All cruises depart from Santa
Barbara. The cost, $650, includes an assigned bunk, all
meals, snacks and beverages plus the services of anatural-
ist-docent assigned by the national park to help lead hikes,
point out items of interest and give evening program. For
more information contact leader: Joan Jones Holtz; 626-
443-0706; jholtzhin@aol .com. To make areservation send
a $100 check, written to Sierra Club, to leader, 11826 The
Wye ., El Monte, CA 91732.

responsibilities, the commu-
nities most affected by cli-
mate change could seek
justice before a panel of
climate experts.

3. Mitigating the climate
impacts of trade: A cli-
mate-friendly trade model
should encouragetradein
goods that support the pub-
lic interest, but discourage
tradein climate-polluting
fossil fuels. Trade pacts also
should tackle climate pollu-
tion from shipping. We
propose a new way to do
s0. And to ensure that a
country’s climate protec-
tions don’t offshore jobs or
climate emissions, trade
agreements should include
taxes on imported goods
made under highly climate-
polluting conditions.

These proposals and oth-

ersdetailed in our discus-
sion paper will berefined as
we continue to collect feed-
back on what climate-
friendly trade policies could
look like. Please help us
build a new trade model by
sending your input to cli-
mate-friendly-trade@
sierraclub.org.

We look forward to work-
ing with our partnersto
stitch these climate-focused
ideas into a broader pro-
posal for an approach to
trade that promotes good
jobs, healthy communities,
and alivable planet. Using
our grassroots power and
momentum from the diverse
movement that defeated the
TPP, we are eager to build
support for this new ap-
proach that puts people and
planet over profits.

Read “A New Climate-Friendly Approach to Trade:”

sierraclub.org/trade




