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Scientists agree that we have
only ten years | eft to act on the
climatecrisis. If wefail, we will
risk the life of every person on this
planet, as well asthe extinction of
most species.

That makes climate change the
biggest threat faced by all human-
ity. The climate crisis threatens the
global economy, the lives and
health of billions of people, world
peace and political stability.

Democracies across the world
have been corrupted and co-opted
by fossil fuel profiteers and big
polluters. Billions of people have
marched, rallied, written letters,
demanded action, faced arrest and
risked their lives to stop the climate crisis. But the fossil fuel
industry’s hold on our governmentsis strong.
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Climate Strike in SLO County

High schoolers are organizing strikes and walkouts at Atasca-
dero, Arroyo Grande, Morro Bay, Paso Robles, San Luis
Obispo and Templeton High Schools on September 20th.

A coalition of environmental organizationsis calling on the
entire community to rally and march for theright to clean air
and water and a sustainable environment on September 27th
at 1055 Monterey Sreet in SLO from 5to 7p.m.

Contact: epearse@cal poly.edu.
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We know governments On
won't deliver climate action
and justice on their own, so we're
going to show them what people
power is capable of .

Youth around the world have
been striking from school to bring
attention to the climate crisis
because they deserve afuture safe
from climate catastrophe. Now,
for the first time, they are asking
adults to join them. Young people
have shown the world what |ead-
ership on climate looks like; now
it'sup to everyone else to follow
their lead. Youth Climate Strike
leaders have called on adultsto
join mass climate strikes during
the week of the UN Climate Summit in New York City.

We are anticipating the size of the strikes to be unpre-
cedented, potentially the largest mass mobilization on
climate in human history. By striking in solidarity with
youth climate leaders, adults have the power to disrupt the
business-as-usual politicsthat have led usto the brink of
climate destruction and support the vision, leadership, and
courage young people are bringing to the climate move-
ment.

By joining in aworldwide day of action on amassive
scale, we can show elected |eaders the power of a united
movement for justice and against climate change.

We dl deserveto livein the world that the climate
strikers are calling for; aworld where economic security,
good health, education and clean air and water are avail-
ableto everyone.
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The week of September 20th, people across the world will
walk out of their schools and workplaces to join the youth
climate strikersin the streets. #3trikeWithUs by visiting

TAKE ACTION

sc.org/climatestrike. The General Strike isthe launch of anew wave of the environmental
movement. L et’sjoin together with our neighbors, co-workers, friends and family and go out into
the streets to make our voices heard and make thisaturning point in our history.




Sierra
Club
General
Meeting

Wed., Sept. 18

Copeland Pavilion, 3rd Floor
French Medical Center
1823 Johnson Ave., SLO
Doors open: 6:30 p.m.
Program: 7-9 p.m.

They’'d Rather
Not Discuss It

By Andrew Christie, Chapter
Director

Community Choice Energy
is about consumer choice,
renewable energy, reduced
greenhouse gas emissions,
and local energy generation
instead of the utility model of
coal, gas, and nuclear-
generated electricity dis-
patched over long-distance
transmission linesfrom a
power plantsto substations. It
means municipalities can fund
building retrofits, transporta-
tion electrification, and
energy efficiency programs.
And all that means|ocal
economic development.

Almost al the citiesin SLO
County have seen the light
and are on track o provide a
Community Choice program
for their residentsviaMon-
terey Bay Community Power
by 2021.

But not in Atascadero or --
thusfar -- the unincorporated
areas of SLO County.

As New Times reported,
both the County Supervisors
and the City of Atascadero
declined to agendize a vote to
join Monterey Bay Commu-
nity Power on July 9.

“| feel like | need more
information,” said Council-
woman Roberta Fonzi, which
was also the ostensible reason
why the council majority felt

DISCUSS continued on page 3

What Environmental Justice Means to You

The Sierra Club is dedicated to the
integration of social justice and
environmental concerns, and promot-
ing dialogue, increased understanding,
and appropriate action. We seek to
provide an effective framework for
addressing the damage, risk, and
discrimination facing so many
communities today. (See page 4.)

Join members of the Santa Lucia
Chapter’s Executive Committee for an
exploration of how we can attain the
goals of social justice and human
rightsto secure environmental
protections and a sustainable future
for the planet.
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2020 Executive Committee Nominations Now Open

The world's most democratic environmental organization needs youl!

Yes, Santa L ucia Chapter member, you can run for a seat on our Executive
Committee and have a say in decision-making in the Sierra Club. The
ExCom is an administrative body; we need people who can take minutes,
organize committees, inspire participation, provide publicity, and organize
members. (You don’t haveto do it all; one or two of those is great.) Conser-

sponsored by:
SLO Climate Coalition

Sierra Club

Electric Auto Association
Plug In America

Nissan LEAF

September 14, Madonna Inn,
9:00am. - 3:00 p.m.

EV ride & drive!

Market, 6:00 p.m. - 9 p.m.

between 15-20 EVson display.

personal vehicles.

Central Coast Clean Cities Coalition

September 19, San LuisObispo Farmers
EV car show on Morro Street! We anticipate

vehicles will be provided by local car dealers
and otherswill be private citizens showing their

ExCom.

vationists are welcome, but the Chapter also needs volunteers who like to
handle the needs common to all organizations. If you have some time and
would like to help this great organization, please volunteer to serve on

Each winning candidate will be elected to athree-year term. The Execu-
tive Committee meets once amonth at the Chapter office.

You may nominate yourself or suggest anyone else who iswilling. Send
names and contact info to sierraclub8@gmail.com or 805-543-8717.

Alternatively, members may run by petition, signed by 25 chapter mem-
bersin good standing. The deadline for submission of petitions at the
chapter officeis 4 p.m. Friday, October 4.

Some of the

Thank You, Cal and Rosemary

The Executive Committee of the Serra Club’s Santa Lucia Chapter thanks
Cal and Rosemary Wivert for their extremely generous gift of $10,000. Chapter
Members like Cal and Rosemary are the mainstay and strength of our Chapter.

Discuss

continued from page 2

the need to delay the agen-
dizing discussion from the
council’s June 25 meeting to
July 9, allowing for more
time to research the issue —
beyond the reams of informa-
tion MBCP had already
provided, and more reams the
council could have solicited
from the six citiesin the
county that have already
studied the issue and elected
tojoin, or from the twenty
Community Choice agencies
statewide that are serving
more than three million
customers.

It wasn’t the County’sfirst
go-round with Community
Choice evasion, either. The
same supervisors who just
declined to discussjoining
MBCP terminated any
exploration of the feasibility
of alocal Community Choice
program last year.

Councilwoman Fonzi also
cited “developments at Clean
Power Alliance in Ventura
County where some high
electricity demand customers
are seeing increasing rates,
putting participating cities/
counties on their heels.”

If the councilwoman
needed “ more information”
on that, she could have asked

Gina Goodhill, Policy
Director for Clean Power
Alliance. “ SCE changed its
rates three times between
March and June,” says
Goodhill. “Unfortunately, this
coincided exactly with CPA's
start-up period. For 1% of
CPA’s customers— only
larger commercial users, no
residential customers—
CPA’s Board adopted arate
increase as aresult of the
cumulative impact of SCE's
rate changes...to avoid
increasesin ratesfor CPA's
remaining 99% of customers.”

Everybody’s spidey-sense
should tingle whenever public
officials give explanations that
don’'t quite match up with
their actions, so let’s stress
this point: Atascadero and the
County did not debate the
pros and cons of Community
Choice, hear from the public,
deliberate on the matter, and
then vote against joining the
regional program. They
declined to put it on an
agenda -- i.e. the means by
which onewould get more
information. They acted to
ensure that a vote could not be
taken.

Our Sierra Club chapter has
been banging the gong for
Community Choice for over a
decade. Community Choice

programs have been up and
running for years. Lessthan a
year after startup in 2010,
Marin Clean Energy custom-
erswere reducing annual
greenhouse gas emissions by
approximately 70,000 tons,
the equivalent of removing
nearly 12,000 cars from the
road each year, and 27% of all
their energy was coming from
renewabl e resources. Sonoma
Clean Power saved itsresi-
dents and businesses $13.6
million initsfirst year of
operation. PG& E explained its
decision to close Diablo
Canyonthisway: “Thereare
several contributing factors,
including...the potential
increasesin the departure of
PG& E'sretail load customers
to Community Choice
Aggregation.”

That was three years ago.
Local elected officials who
bemoan Diablo’s pending
closure but still haven't gotten
the memo on Community
Choice Energy -- and are
actively refusing to put it on
an agenda -- have made their
communitiesinto outliersas
the rest of the state moves
toward locally controlled
renewabl e energy. That kind
of demonstrated inability to
read the handwriting on
the wall raises aquestion: If

you refuse to lead, should you
be in leadership position?

There are consequences
when municipalities choose to
sit on their hands when
effective, proven measures to
accelerate the transition from
fossil fuelsto clean, renew-
able power are placed before
them. An elected body
invoking aneed for “more
information” on Community
Choice while making no move
toobtainitis, in the words of
the recently departed Ross
Perot, just sad.

As New Times reported
regarding Atascadero’s stall,
“Councilmembers Susan Funk
and Charles Bourbeau. ..
wanted to seethe issue
agendized in August for a
decision. ‘Not to do so, it
sayswe're not willing to do
the homework that we were
elected to do to make deci-
sionsfor our city. That's
going to be tough to defend,’
Funk said.”

Yes, that is atough one. But
it'saproblem that can be
fixed by anew city council
majority in Atascadero and a
new board majority at the
County Government Center.

(Atascadero Councilwoman
Roberta Fonzi responds,

page 8.)
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EQUITABLE & JUST

NATIONAL CLIMATE PLATFORM

By Ledlie Fields, Directora del Programa de Justicia Ambiental y Alianzas de Comunidades

and Liz Perera, Serra Club Climate Policy Director

On July 18, the Sierra Club joined forces with a broad
coalition of environmental justice and national environmental
groupsto release, for the first time, ajust and equitable national
climate platform.

Why? Because for Indigenous, people of color, and low-
income communities, climate change is not anew crisis. As
climate change intensifies, these communities are already
facing the highest levels of toxic pollution, more powerful
storms and floods, more intense heat waves, more deadly
wildfires, more extreme droughts, and other devastating effects
of the climate crisis. We' rejoining together to recognize the
fact that climate action isincomplete if it failsto address the
extreme conditions facing frontline communities.

Furthermore, the opportunities presented by climate action
also must be engaged in away that puts environmental jus-
tice—and environmental justice leaders—first. Aswetransition
away from fossil fuelsto an economy powered by clean energy,
we can't afford to duplicate the injustice of the status quo:
exploited and poi soned communities, racism, unsafe work-
places, low wages, and other forms of injustice. That's why this
new platform calls for ambitious climate solutions that ac-
knowledge and address the legacy of pollution, other environ-
mental harms, and inequity in overburdened communities.

This historic platform acknowledges that the goals of
economic, racial, climate, and environmental justice are shared
among environmental justice and national environmental
organizations. It identifies key areas of alignment between
these groups, including:

* A healthy climate and air quality for all;

* Accessto reliable, affordable and sustainable el ectricity,
water, and transportation for every community;

* Aninclusive, just, and pollution-free energy economy with
high-quality jobs; and

* Safe, healthy communities and infrastructure.

The Sierra Club has been deeply engaged with environmental
justice communities for decades and created its own environ-
mental justice program in the early 90s. We' ve worked with
communities across the nation to address the systematic racism
and exclusion they have faced. Increasingly, that work has been
guided by the Jemez Principles and additional environmental
justice principles approved by our Board of Directors, and has

been implemented to tackle issues ranging from the border wall
to toxic pipelinesto local air and water pollution.

The national climate platform, however, marksthefirst time
that environmental justice leaders and national environmental
groups have united to jointly define national climate policy
priorities. These groups came together because they share
common goals for the future of the planet, including that all
people and communities have the right to breathe clean air and
access healthy food, live free of dangerous levels of toxic
pollution, and enjoy the benefits of a prosperous and vibrant
clean energy economy. The platform represents historic
progressin thelong and hard-fought effort by environmental
justice advocates to include environmental justice as a core
goal of the national environmental and climate policy agenda.

Thejust and equitable national climate platform acknow-
ledges that improving the public health and well-being of all
communities goes hand in hand with tackling the climate crisis.
It makes no compromises—encouraging policy leadersto put
our nation on an ambitious emissions reduction path in order to
contribute equitably to global effortsto limit global warming to
1.5 degrees Celsius. To be successful, we must firmly be on this
path by 2030.

Communities of color, Indigenous, and |ow-income commu-
nities have always led the way in crafting policy solutions that
haveracial, economic, and social justice at their core. As
society’s wealthiest few continue to amass vast resources and
leave everyone else behind, thisis a critical moment to define
bold and equitable climate solutions that address the legacy of
environmental injustice rather than exacerbate thisinequality.

We believe environmental justice organizations should be
front and center in all policy, stakeholder levels, and that all
legal means should be employed to remedy and mitigate the
unaddressed and unfair pollution burdensin these communities.

These organi zations and communities should also receive
funding and resource opportunities equivalent to the histori-
cally mainstream environmental organizations.

By advancing this bold platform together, our goal isto
fundamentally transform the conversation, and the reality, of
how we work to tackle the climate crisis and environmental
justicein this country.

Learn more at AJustClimate.org.
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On SLO
and Satues

OnAugust 19, the Santa
LuciaChapter’s Executive
Committee sent aletter to the
SL O City Council expressing
our support for their decision
to create apolicy for civic
monuments and scul ptures
and our hope that in the future
there isaway to not ban
monuments but to better plan
monuments with broad
community support and great
meaning.

There are plenty of amazing
people — civil rights activ-
ists, scientists, scholars, and
heroes—who would certainly
be deserving of a monument.
However, we agree that
monumentsto people, in
some cases, exclude and
marginalize other groups at
the sametime.

We had mixed feelings
about the recent controversial
proposal of a statue honoring
Theodore Roosevelt as, on the
one hand, many members of
the Sierra Club support the
work TR did in preserving
National Parks and other
conservation efforts. On the
other hand, his policies,
attitudes and actions toward
Native Americans made hon-
oring himin this space, in this
way, too hurtful to counte-
nance for Indigenous Peoples
and people of color in
general.

SierraClub policies are
centered on principles of
equity, justice and inclusionin
every aspect of our work,
aiming to build a healthy,
wel coming and sustainable
community that celebrates
people from all walks of life.

The Sierra Club is commit-
ted to working with communi-
ties of al socioeconomic and
ethnic backgrounds. We pride

ourselves on addressing
systemicracism
and exclusion

inal areas.

Tiny Houses are Coming
~ Take a peek, Oct. 11-13

Tiny houses on wheels (THOWS), which can provide
affordable, safe and sustainable housing, are now legal in
backyardsin the City of SLO, anational housing leader as one
of thefirst citiesin the nation to allow THOWS.

Celebrating affordabl e and sustainable housing opportunities,
non-profit SmartShare Housing Solutions and partners Eco-
logisticsand SLO Climate Coalition will offer residents and
visitors a chance to explore and learn about a variety of tiny homes, skoolies, vans and other
alternative housing options at the first Tiny Footprint Expo, afundraiser for the organizations.

TINY continued on page 10

Thisis Beyond Debate

Wheat if volcanoes are heating the planet? Maybe solar cycles are to blame? |sn't carbon dioxide
good for plants?

These are but afew of the questions on global warming that are addressed in this book. If you
are concerned that global warming may be a serious problem, but find it hard to know what to
believe or how to help in the face of conflicting arguments, you will want to read this book. You
don’t have to be a scientist to understand Dr. Shahir Masri’s explanations and solutions. They
proceed along common-sense lines that are easy to follow.

Climate change poses a major threat to public health and the environment. Yet misinformation
and political squabbling has stalled policy and enabled little progress to be made in solving the
crisis. Similarly, the notion of a*“ climate debate” has created theillusion of adivided scientific
community, when in fact most scientists agree that human activity is causing the planet to warm.
At atime when open discus-
sionisessential, talk of global
warming has become en-
trenched in politics and all but
taboo in unfamiliar com-pany.

In Beyond Debate, Dr. Masri
clears up fifty of the most
common misconceptions
surrounding climate change.
He simplifies the science and
resolves the confusion so that
everyone may better under-
stand the issue. (Al Fonzi,
come on down!) Now is not
the timefor silence, but for
conversation and collective
action to address greenhouse
gas emissions and begin to
solvethe climate crisis. Action
beginswith understanding,
which Beyond Debate elo-
quently offers. Dr. Masri
conveys asense of urgency
while describing opportunities
for hope.

$17.95
15 copies | eft!

Your order direct from the
Santa L ucia Chapter benefits
the work of the SierraClub in
SLO County.

To order, contact:
sierraclub8@gmail.com or
805-543-8717.

SHAHIR MASRLE




Oceano Dunes Heading South
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At the July 11 meeting of the California Coastal Commission in San
Luis Obispo, the California Department of Parks and Recreation
promised to deliver to the Coastal Commission a Public Works Plan
for the Oceano Dunes Sate \Vehicular Recreation Area one year
hence, with quarterly updates as that date approaches.

In agreeing to await the arrival of that plan, the Coastal Commis-
sion held in abeyance more than a dozen conditions that had been
drafted by Commission staff to compel Sate Parks to end four
decades of chronic violations of its permit and the California Coastal
Act at the dunes.

Commissioners made it clear to Sate Parks that their Public Works
Plan will need to incorporate and implement the changes that the
Commission would otherwise have compelled via those conditions to
their permit. In the summer of 2020, the Coastal Commission will
either approve or reject Sate Parks' plan for the future management
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Hello, stakeholders in the sand 19 days after the
Coastal Commission told State Parks where it needs to
go, Parks threw the map out the window.

of the Oceano Dunes.

L ess than three weeks after the Coastal Commission’s July 11
meeting in SLO, the public — or at least those of uswho
reminded State Parks that we are indeed “ environmental
stakeholder groups who have participated in the PWP planning
process’ — got their first opportunity to seeif the Coastal
Commission’s message on mandatory protections of coastal
resources got through to the Department of Parks and its Off-
Highway Vehiclesdivision.

Inaword: No.

® OHV division staff, speaking at a July 30 meeting in
Oceano, said they believe the Coastal Commission’s directive
means they merely need to “take into consideration” the 13
draft permit amendments, not that they must incorporate them
into the Public Works Plan. They knew when they said it that
thiswasn't true. On July 23, the Executive Director of the
Coastal Commission had sent the Director of State Parks a
letter memorializing the Commission’s actions at its July 11
meeting and explicitly citing the Commission’sdirectiveto
incorporate al of staff’s recommended operational and
management changes as permanent conditions in the PWP. (See
facing page).

® Oso Flaco remainsin peril. Parks managers are unfazed by
the public outcry and blunt assessment of the Coastal Commis-
sion staff report that their plans for OHV development at Oso
Flaco Lake show a Public Works Plan “going in the wrong
direction,” and they are continuing to go in that direction, with
all thethreatsto listed plant species, conversion of agricultural
land, destruction of an Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area,
and environmental justice issuesin tow. Inits current state, the
PWP ignoresthe fact, per the California Native Plant Society,
that the lake will be moving northeast over time into the areas
planned for OHV develop-
ment due to dune changes, as
has occurred at Coreopsis
Lake and Little Oso Flaco
Lake.

® OHV staff does not
appear to be looking to reduce
thelevel of stressand fatali-
ties (“take”) inflicted on the
Pacific snowy plover and least
tern; rather, they are seeking

Last chance We all need to
remind the Coastal Commission
that once they approve State
Parks’ Public Works Plan, it will
replace the Coastal Development
Permit. There will be no more
CDP, no “otherwise,” and no
“future CDP review.”

to enshrine or increase current levels of takein a Habitat
Conservation Plan required by the Endangered SpeciesAct. As
aParks biologist at that meeting put it, we should all prepare
for “sticker shock” when we see the suggested level of allow-
able take in the draft Habitat Conservation Plan. In the final
draft, take levels must not be detrimental to the species, and
reguired conservation measures must be robust.

® Steelhead must currently dodge SUV’s and other sand toys
that get stuck in the mouth of Arroyo Grande Creek, erode the
creek banks and release pollutants, but steelhead and measures
to protect them are not included in the draft Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan.

® OHV staff claimed that the Public Works Plan will be “in
compliance” with the Coastal Act. When questioned, they
acknowledged that it really won't be. Some provisions of the
Coastal Act that Coastal Commission staff have made clear are
being violated now, and which OHV staff made clear will
continue to be violated in the draft PWP, includeriding in
Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas, riding in the County-

DUNES continued on page 7

‘. .theidentified issues and constraints suggest that it is
timeto start thinking about waysto transition ODSVRA
away from OHV use to other forms of public access and
recreation that better respond to the current realities that
affect and are affected by activities at this shoreline
location. ODSV RA operations that are fully consistent
with on-the-ground realities and with the legal require-
ments of the CDP, Coastal Act, and LCP do not include
OHV use, and thus, whether through the PWP process
or otherwise, including through a future CDP review,
State Parks needs to explore afuture ODSVRA that
transitions away from OHV and towards|essintensive
forms of public access and recreation.”?

- Saff report, California Coastal Commission
review of the Coastal Development Permit for

the ODSVRA, July 11, 2019
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Dunes
continued from page 6

owned La Grande Tract, and
the conversion of agricultural
lands for off-road recreation.

And when it comesto the
Coastal Commission’sbig
ticketitem — apathtoa
recreational future at the
dunesin the PWP that
excludes off-highway vehicle
activity —the answer was
blunt: Repurposing off-
roading at the park is off the
table because it would require
are-classification of use. But
asthe July 11 Coastal Com-
mission staff report made
clear, it would require no
such thing.

—

“[I move to direct
State Parks that] all
of the conditions in
this CDP staff report
be addressed as
permanent condi-
tions within the PWP
process.”
- Motion of California
Coastal Commissioner
Donne Brownsey, passed
in San Luis Obispo,
July 11, 2019

Those of uswho attended State Parks' July 30 meeting
looking to seeif there was any change in habitat conservation,
the protection of public health and safety, or environmental
justice reflected in the Public Works Plan process as a result of
the Coastal Commission’s July 11 directive got our answer.

The July 30 meeting drove home the point for anyone who
was not yet aware: State Parks' OHV staff sees perpetuating
off-road riding as their number-one job. They do not, and never
will, prioritize resource protection unless forced to.

In the words of Larry Allen, former SLO Air Pollution
Control Officer for San Luis Obispo County and battle-scarred

veteran of the dunes dust wars:

“1"ve never dealt with a more recalcitrant or unscrupulous
organization than Sate Parks OHV Division. Their corporate
cultureis simply not conducive to solving any issue that’s not
beneficial to their core mission: To enhance and expand OHV

parks.”

Allen passed along this hard-won wisdom to the California
Coastal Commission, one regulatory professional to another, at
the Commission’s meeting in SLO. They didn’t hear it.

Coastal Commissioners. Can you hear him now?

Next summer, it would be
rather awkward for State
Parks to submit a copy of
their standard “thanks but no
thanks’ response to the
Coastal Commission or
attempt to conceal an intent
not to incorporate any of the
Commission’s mandatory
conditionsin their mandated
quarterly reports.

But that doesn’t mean they
won't try.

The Coastal Commission
meets every month. You can
attend and speak on the
Oceano Dunes at any of those
meetings or submit comments

TAKE ACTION

to District Supervisor Kevin
Kahn ( kevinkahn@
coastal.ca.gov) reminding
Coastal Commissioners of
what they told State Parksto
do (see column at right).

Come the summer of 2020,
when it will betimefor them
to do their duty, Commission-
ers are going to need to have
the epic sweep of State Parks
noncompliance at the front of
their minds. Monthly remind-
ersare the best way to make
sure that they do.

® | ncrease Predator M anagement. Implement an improved predator
management plan, including enclosures for trash and food waste, and
BMPs for addressing predation of sensitive species (including by
coyotes, raccoons, skunks, opossums, ravens, gulls, owls, and
peregrine falcons).

®| ncrease Operational Enforcement. Increase enforcement of all
vehicular use limits, al vehicular speed limits, and al other vehicular
requirements, including through additional signs, rangers, and
parameters for verifying that the number of vehiclesin the Park does
not exceed maximum allowances.

®Add Fencing. Install additional fencing in specific areas to better
protect coastal resources (including fencing in the south Oso Flaco
Lake area, fencing suitable for enhanced predator management,
fencing to better define the southern exclosure, and fencing to ensure
all vegetated dune areas are appropriately fenced off).

®Enhance Public Outreach. Institute a public outreach program to
increase use of appropriate beach and dune areas by lower-income,
youth, and tribal parties.

®Eliminatethe TRT and I mplement Annual Reports. Eliminate the
Technical Review Team (TRT) and replace it with an annual reporting
program that is processed through Executive Director review and
approval.

®Add Special Events Protocols. Require a separate CDPfor all
specia eventsthat could result in adverse impacts to coastal resources,
including music festivals, concerts, OHV events (e.g., Huckfest), and
any other special eventsthat propose an intensity of use beyond those
specified in the CDP.

®Prohibit Night Riding. Prohibit vehicular and OHV activity during
nighttime hours (i.e., from one-hour after sunset and to one-hour
before sunrise).

®Prohibit Arroyo Grande Creek Crossing. Prohibit vehicular
crossings of Arroyo Grande Creek when it flows (i.e., shut down all
OHV and camping operations during this time) except for emergency
vehicles, and monitor the creek to ensure that users are not allowed
south of the Creek when it will soon connect to the ocean and to
provide time for users south of the Creek to exit before it connects to
the ocean.

®Reduce Use Limits. Reduce interim vehicular and OHV daily use
limits to an amount proportionate to the acreage that has been
removed from vehicular/OHV use (e.g., due to dust control require-
ments, other exclosures, etc.).

®Eliminate Exceptionsto Use Limits. Eliminate the four exceptions
that allow unlimited vehicular and OHV use on Memoria Day, Fourth
of July, Labor Day, and Thanksgiving weekends.

®Evaluate Entrance M odifications. Evaluate changes that can be
made to provide vehicular access into the Park in way that can reduce
coastal resource impacts, particularly as such vehicular access relates
to Arroyo Grande Creek crossings and more normal and typical beach
uses north of the riding area.

® M ake Seasonal Exclosure Permanent. Make the roughly 300-acre
seasonal endangered species exclosure area permanent, and restore the
area to enhance habitat.

®Allow for Future Closuresfor Required Dust Control. Allow
perimeter fencing and/or vegetation and related development (e.g.,
monitoring equipment, etc.) for dust control purposes for all areas
specified by the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control
District.



Taking Issue

Problematic environmental coverage & commentary in our local media

“More questions than answers,” by Roberta Fonzi
New Times, Aug. 15, 2019

Summary: Atascadero Councilwoman Roberta Fonzi attempts a

Santa Lucian

Asking for more information
doesn’t imply that the
council hasn’t done its
homework or that they'd
“rather not discuss it.” To

the contrary!

* Sept./Oct. 2019

Doing nothing to
obtain that informa-
tion strongly implies
that. See“They'd
Rather Not Discuss
It” (page 2), in
which we find that
Councilwoman

rebuttal of Santa Lucia Chapter Director Andrew Christie’'s July 25 New
Times column (“They’d Rather Not Discuss It”) on the decision by her
council and the County Board of Supervisorsto take no action on joining
Monterey Bay Community Power, a Community Choice Energy program.

In 2008, Why was PG&E
Inre- not allowed to
sponse to answer council
com- questions about
plaints the MBCP?... It
th’fxt It was would be helpful
using its to hear from
statusas a both energy
mono- providers before
pqu making a

utility to decision.
confuse

customers about Community
Choice and thwart competition,
PG&E signed alegal settlement
at the Public Utilities Commis-
sion acknowledging that it is
opposed to Community Choice
programs, agreeing to rules
established for its activities
around CCAs, and stipulating
that it will address its opinions

B

’
;
ot g o i

regarding a Community Choice L TheMBCP
program to the program’s board ]Icf thleO((:)Ity optstln and asks program's
of directors, not to city councils or percent green energy, | - default plan,
and county boards. would all of our citizens be “100% car-
automatically enrolled in the bon freg,”
100 percent category unless costs the
they request a different sameas
amount or opt out? PG&E’'s
regular

How will MBCP separate
the energy in the transmis-
sion lines, with 35 percent
green energy sent to one
home and 100 percent
green energy to an adjacent
home? Don't they share the
same power line?

The councilwoman is tangled up
in green. Asiswidely known,
clean energy is about generation
at the source, not individual
points of consumption. See
PG&E's copycat “ Solar Choice’
program, with “the option to
purchase up to 100% of your
electricity from auniversal solar
program.” Community Choice
Energy providers sign power
purchase agreements for solar,
wind, energy storage, etc. The
more Community Choice
customers who opt for 100%
green energy, the cleaner the grid
gets as more funds are directed
toward the build out of local
renewabl e energy projects, EV
charging networks, etc.

rates. The upper tier, “100% renewable,” is
available to individual customers who wish to opt
up, for amonthly premium of one cent per kilowatt
hour. Thisinformation is available on line.

Fonzi and the coun-
cil majority had two opportunities to ask questions
and/or direct staff to get answers at its June 25 and
July 9 meetings, or during the time in between. They
neglected to do so, then decided not to hold a public
hearing, the venue at which local governments
traditionally get answers to questions that would
inform deliberations and a vote.

Last year, MBCP delivered $4.4 million in rebates
to its customers, (on track for $10 million this year),
cut 300,000 metric tons of green-house gas emis-
sions, invested $1.25 million in local energy pro-
grams, and secured $6 million in EV charging
station funds from the state. Atascadero blew their
deadline to get these kinds of benefits for residents.
Aswe go to press, the County Supervisors may or
may not have agendized a vote on Community
Choice prior to their Sept. 17 deadline. (If not, you
can encourage them at tinyurl.com/voteCCE).

Upshot: In aserendipitous happenstance of graphic
layout, the August 15 New Times op ed “ Saving the
future” by Board of Supervisors candidate and former
Atascadero
Mayor Ellen
Beraud wound
up refuting
Councilwoman
Fonzi -- and
demonstrating
what vision and
political leader-
ship look like --
on the same
page where the
councilwoman’s
letter appeared.

So sorry, Atascadero (Ask citycouncil@atascadero.org why you're not part of this)

California Community Choice Association Q2 2019 Update
By Beth Vaughan, Executive Director, CalCCA

There's aseismic shift underway in California, and I’'m not referring to the recent earth-
guakes that have rocked the state.

The shift is occurring as electricity load migrates from bundled, investor-owned utility
(I0V) serviceto local community choice aggregators (CCASs). Statewide in the three main
IOU territories combined, CCAs are now serving about 25 percent of load and more
community choice programs are poised to launch in 2020 and beyond.

In April, when the California Public Utilities Commission adopted a preferred portfolio of
resources to meet the state's 2030 emissions-reduction target, the magnitude of this shakeup
on procurement responsibility came into bold relief. CCAs plan to purchase more than 90
percent, or 10,000 MW, of the new clean energy resources that are needed by 2030, while

CCA continued next page
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Trump Extinction Plan Guts Endangered Species Act

Environmental groups head to court

On August 12, against a backdrop of recent reports of global
mass extinction, the Trump administration released final
regulations weakening the Endangered SpeciesAct, the nation’s
most effective tool in saving wildlife from extinction.

The Trump Extinction Plan would gut critical endangered
species protections by making it much more difficult to extend
protections to threatened species, delaying lifesaving action
until aspecies’ population is potentialy impossible to save;
making it more difficult to protect polar bears, cora reefs, and
other speciesthat are impacted by the effects of climate change;
and making it easier for companies to build roads, pipelines,
mines, and other industrial projectsin critical habitat areas that
are essential to imperiled species’ survival.

These changes come in the wake of tremendous public
opposition to weakening the protections of the Endangered
SpeciesAct. After the proposed rules were announced, more
than 800,000 public comments were submitted opposing the
changes. Last fall, 105 Members of Congressand 34 U.S.
Senators sent letters to Trump’s Department of the Interior to
protest the harmful rollbacks. Ten states and the District of
Columbia are also on record opposing the weakening of the
Endangered SpeciesAct, as are more than 30 tribal nations.
More than 99 percent of animals, plants and insects protected
by the law have been saved from extinction.

OnAugust 21, environmental and animal protection groups
sued the Trump administration. Earthjustice filed suit on behalf
of Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife, Sierra
Club, Natural Resources Defense Council, National Parks
Conservation Association, WildEarth Guardians, and the
Humane Society of the United States.

The lawsuit charges:

1) The Trump administration failed to publicly disclose and
analyze the harms and impacts of these rules, in violation of the
National Environmental Policy Act;

2) The administration inserted new changesinto the final

rules that were never made public and not subject to public
comment, cutting the American people out of the decision-
making process.

3) The administration violated the language and purpose of
the Act by unreasonably changing requirementsfor compliance
with Section 7, which requires federal agenciesto ensure that
actions they authorize, fund, or carry out do not jeopardize the
existence of any specieslisted, or destroy or adversely modify
designated critical habitat of any listed species.

Plaintiffs have also filed a notice of intent to sue on addi-
tional claims, including the new rule injecting economic
considerationsinto listing decisions and the rule eliminating
automatic protections for newly listed threatened species.

“The new rules move the Endangered SpeciesAct danger-
ously away from its grounding in sound science that has made
theAct so effective” said Karimah Schoenhut, Sierra Club staff
attorney. “In the face of the climate crisis, the result of this
abandonment of responsibility will be extinction.”

“Nothing in these new rules helps wildlife, period,” said
Kristen Boyles, Earthjustice attorney. “Instead, these regulatory
changes seek to make protection and recovery of threatened
and endangered species harder and less predictable. We're
going to court to set thingsright.”

CCA

continued from previous page

|OUs and energy service providers plan to invest in approxi-
mately 1,000 MW combined.

Even as some continue to question the financial where-
withal of CCAs, aggregators are successfully plugging away
at signing new long-term power purchase agreements, going
above and beyond state green energy requirements. CCAs
have already signed contracts for well over 2,500 MW with
new renewable energy facilitiesin California, with almost
600 MW secured in June alone.

CCAS procurement of battery energy storage—a com-
bined 150 MW/600 MWHh in less than ayear—is proving to
be a case study that demonstrates the capability of CCAsto
rapidly procure the resources the state needs to meet and
exceed clean energy goals, despite their newness and short
credit histories.

With energy storage, “ CCAs are breaking open anew
market that does not depend on the lengthy cycle of utility
procurement,” notes arecent Greentech Media article. “The
fact that the local decision-making process moves faster than
working with massive utility bureaucracies only sweetensthe

deal”

In June, CalCCA shared aletter with Gov. Newsom and
legislative leaders that provides a series of detailed recom-
mendations for improving the reliability of electricity service,
reducing the risk associated with |OU operations, and making
communities more resilient in the face of catastrophic
wildfires.

The letter contains our views on the transformation of the
state’s energy market, and the regulatory and legislative
changes we believe are necessary to keep the lights on,
protect ratepayers and fire victims, and cultivate the clean
energy system Californiawill need to thrive. We hope you
will join usin helping to ensure that every community in
California has safe, reliable, affordable clean energy options.

1 choose clean
energy.
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An Inconvenient Sequel:
Truth to Power

A
GUOBAL
GLIMATE
STRIKE

EVENT

Sept. 20 - SLO County Library

Sierra Club is sponsoring a showing of the sequel to An
Inconvenient Truth in support of the Student Climate Strike.
Doorsopen at 5, film starts at 5:30.

Free public event, seating limited.

Tiny with residents will see how
continued from page 5 someone can live comfortably
inone. “They are well-suited
to house the growing number
of single-person households;
those who want to |essen their
environmental footprint and
live simply, at lower expense;

(Village Creek Plaza

168 La Costa Grill
(805) 474-8797

170 Cutting Edge
(805) 481-3126 '

172 Bend Chiropractic
(805) 474-4747

174 House 2 Home Interiors
(805) 489-5233

168 - 174 Station Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Event organizers are betting
that almost everyone who
entersthewell crafted, well
insulated, light-filled tiny
homes on display and speaks

Along Arroyo Grande Creek next to AG Post Office

Santa Lucian - Sept./Oct. 2019

Thanksfor Coming!

We had afull house
at our August 9
officewarming.
Thanksto all who

dropped by to check

out the Chapter’s
new digson 1411
Marsh Street in
SLO and do some
serious noshing.

and seniorswho

want to age in place
or near family,”
says Celeste Goyer,
operations director
at SmartShare.

The Tiny Foot-
print: Central Coast
Tiny House & Net
Zero Expo is hap-
pening October 11-
13 at Madonna
Meadows. Full info
and tickets online at
TinyFootprintExpo
.com. Tickets: $8
advance; $10 door
or $75 VIP Friday/
3-day. Food, local
vendors, and activi-
tiesfor kids. Free
bike parking.

Above: The
groaning board.

Left: Chapter
Chair Sue
Harvey gives
w1 guests an
update on
Chapter
activities.

WHEN REDWOODS FALL

Onacam day it choseto end,
Not by December’s scything wind
But in summer’s breezeless July,
Eight-hundred years of standing.

Rooted in revolving Earth,

It heeded the last click of time
Onacamday. It choseto end
Not by December’s scything wind.

By arequiem of cracking

It strained to lean until it snapped.
Two-hundred feet of treefalling
Not by ax’s edge or saw’s blade but
Onacam day it choseits end.

Margaret Lange
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Outings
continued from page 12

Dr. just before reaching
AnacapaCircle.

® 3:30 p.m. Cerro
Cabrillo, 2.5 miles, 800
ft. gain, moderately
strenuous. 360-degree
views from the Santa
LuciaMts. to coastline.
Meet at Quarry Trail
trailhead on South Bay
Blvd, 1.4 miles south of
Hwy 1 or 0.4 miles
north of Turri Rd.

@ 6:00 p.m. Black
Hill, 3.0 miles, 650 ft.
gain, moderate. Ocean
views from Montafiade
Oro north to San Sim-
eon. From South Bay
Blvd, drive into Morro
Bay State Park on Main
Street. Meet at the
parking area on the
north side of the road,
next to restrooms oppo-
site the boat marina,
just east of the camp-
ground entrance.

Saturday, Sept. 28th,
8:00 am, Big Sur -
Prewitt Loop Trail
Work Outing. Wewill
hikein part way on this
challenging trail and do
some cutting of limbs,
brush, and downed
trees. Bring hand clip-
pers, loppers, foldable
hand saws, and/or a
bow saw and gloves.
Also bring a hat, sun-
screen, water, snacks
and lunch, dressin
layersand sturdy hiking
shoes. Thereissureto

be some poison oak.
The distance we walk
up the trail dependson
how much work we are
doing and how long we
decide to stay there.

Meet at Washburn Day
UseAreaof San Sim-
eon State Park at 8:00
am, 1.5 miles north of
the Windsor St. stop-
light in Cambria, and
carpool from there. Hot
weather will postpone.
Contact Carlos, 805
546 0317.

Saturday, Oct. 12th,
Oso Flaco L ake Slow
Hike. Wheelchair
accessible. An easy 2-
mile one-way hike that
iswheelchair friendly,
along a shaded paved
road to the boardwalk
over thelake and on to
the dunes for a beau-
tiful view of the beach
and ocean beyond.
Hikers can continue
onto the beach if
desired. The Oso Flaco
Lake Natural Areais
|located at the west end
of Oso Flaco Lake
Road in San Luis
Obispo Co., whichis
approached off of Hwy
1 between Nipomo and
Guadalupe, CA.
Contact Andrea, 805-
934-2792.

Sunday, Oct. 20th,
8:30 am, Irish Hills-
Froom Creek to
Ocean View. Come
explorethetrails of the
Irish Hills Reserve.

Total distance
of the hikeis6
miles, witha
900 ft. gain,
taking about 3
hours. This

trail passes
through awide
range of plant
species grow-
ing on serpen-
tinite-derived
sails, uniqueto
areas around
SanLuis
Obispo. Meet
at the trailhead
at the southern
end of Ma-
donna Road in
SanLuis
Obispo. Bring

Become an Outings Leader

Lead hikes and camping trips
Introduce others to nature

Explore the outdoors
Make new friends

Protect the environment

Get healthy exercize

For further information contact:

Bill Waycott, Outings Chair
(805) 459-2103 or
bill.waycott@gmail.com

The Sierra Club
Needs You!

£ &4 SIFRRA
CLUB

Jahin Miadr, il ot

Sarra kb, in Yosemin

water, snacks,
dressin layers
for changing weather.
Hat and sturdy shoes
advised. The plants,
animals, and geology
of the areawill be
discussed. Contact
Bill, 805-459-2103.

Saturday, Oct. 26,
8:30a.m. Big Sur —
Cruikshank and
BuckeyeTrailsto
VillaCamp. Jointhe
leader on this moderate
out and back hikein
the Silver Peak
Wilderness of southern
Big Sur. Thishikeis
5.6 mileswith about
1,500 ft. of elevation
gain. We start on Hwy
1 and hike to Upper
Cruikshank camp-
ground. Thereare
excellent views of the

A Will is a Way

Make a commitment to the next

generation by remembering the
Sierra Club in your will. Your
support will help others preserve
the intricate balance of nature.

Contact:

John Calawany

Director of Gift Planning at
1415977

planned givingd@sieracubiorg

coastline from the
ridge. From the camp
we will descend to
Villacamp on the
Buckeyetrail, which
has redwood trees.
VillaCreek runs by the
campsite. Thereisa
possibility of ticksand
poison oak. Bring
water, snacks/food, and
dressfor the weather.
Meet at Washburn Day
UseAreaof San
Simeon State Park at
8:30 am, located 1.5
miles north of the last
stop light (Windsor S)
in Cambria. We will
carpool to the trailhead
from there, about a 30
minutedrive. For
those interested, there
will be astop for lunch
after the hike. Contact
Chuck, 805-441-7597.

Sunday, Oct. 27th,
2:00-3:30 pm, SLO
History Walk at the
Old San LuisCem-
etery. Guided stroll
past gravesites of
pioneerslike Angel
(Cal Poly founder),
Murray, Civil War
vets, and to the
landmark pyramid.
Hear the compelling

stories of the founders
of San Luis Obispo.

Meet in south parking
lot adjacent to the
pyramid, at 2890 S.
Higuera St. Contact
Joe, 805-549-0355.
Saturday, Nov. 16th,
8:00 am-12:00 pm,
Sierra Club New
Outings L eader
Training. If you are
interested in becoming
an outings leader on
the Central Coast, this
training isfor you!!
Theleader training
starts with a4-hour
class at the Sierra Club
office, located at 974
Santa Rosa Street, San
LuisObispo, CA
93401. Wewill go
over the guidelinesand
handbook issued by the
SierraClub. To be
certified, in addition to
this4-hour class, you
will need to complete a
basic First Aid course,
aswell as create and
lead aprovisional hike
along with one of our
current outings leaders.
To enroll in this class,
please contact Bill,
805-459-2103, at least
one week prior to the
class start date.
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Outngsand Activities Calendar

Sdler of travel regidration information: CST 2087766-40. Registration as a sdller of travel does not condtitute gpprova by the Sate of Cdifornia

All our hikes and activities are open to all Club members and the general public. Please bring drinking water to all
outings and optionally alunch. Sturdy footwear is recommended. All phone numbers listed are within area code

805 unless otherwise noted. Pets are generally not allowed. A parent or responsible adult must accompany children

under the age of 18. If you have any suggestions for hikes or outdoor activities, questions about the Chapter’s
outing policies, or would like to be an outings leader, call Outings Chair Bill Waycott, (805) 459-2103. For
information on a specific outing, please call the listed outing leader.

Sept. 20-22nd,
Outdoorsfor All:
Clair Tappaan L odge
at Donner Summit. A
fundraiser to support
environmental educa-
tion at the Lodge.
Michael Brune will
speak on Saturday.
Celticmusic, hikes,
music, raffle, art
auction. Adults $220,
children $150 for two
nights, all mealsand
events. Saturday only:
$85 — Michael Brune,
raffle, dinner, music.
Call (530) 426-3632.

Saturday, Sept.
21st, Morro Mania!
(Varying start times.)
The Morros of SLO
County! JoinAndrea

and Bill onthe Eighth
Anniversary Hike, a
one-day ascent of

the five publicly
accessible Morros,
near San Luis Obispo
and Morro Bay. All
five Morros can be
hiked in succession or
selected to suit one's
preferences and con-
ditioning. Each hasa
beautiful but different
vista—from city to oak
woodland to grassland
to seashore. Total
round-trip distance for
all five hikesisabout
13 miles, with 3,500 ft.
elevation gain. Bring
plenty of water (store
extrawater in your
vehicle), lunch and
snacks, and dressin

JACOSTA GRILL
([[umnu

TACO / CORONA

168 Station Way, Arroyo Grande, CA 83420 | (805) 474-5707
{neoct I Aoy Lermmde Fasl L |

W, costagriag com

layersfor changing
weather. Theday is
likely to start and end
cool but be quite warm
at mid-day. A hat,
sunscreen, and sturdy
hiking shoes are
essential. Dogsare
wel come except for
Cerro Cabrillo and
Black Hill (State Park
properties). For more
information, contact
Bill, 805-459-2103.
The plants, animals,
and the geology of the
areawill betopics
during the hikes.

® 7:30 am. Islay Hill,
2 miles, 500 ft. gain,
moderate. The eastern-
most of the Morros,
with viewsof five
others. To trailhead,

take Tank Farm Rd.

east past Orcutt Rd,

then south on Spanish

Oaks Dr., then east on

Sweet Bay

Lanetoend.

® 9:00am. [Thisisapartia listing of Outings
Cerro San offered by our chapter.

Luis, 4 miles, Please check the web page
1,100 ft. www.santalucia.sierraclub.org for
gain, mod- the most up-to-date listing of
erate. Knock- activities.

out views of

SLO. Trail-

head at the end of Peak, 3.5 miles, 950 ft.
Marsh &, just before gain, moderately stren-
g&z?lmp toHwy 101 uous. Highest of the

® Lunch: 11:15amto
12:00 pm, Throop
Park, corner of Cerro
Romauldo Street and
CuestaDrivein SLO.
® 12:00 p.m. Bishop

Morros. From Hwy 1,
go west on Highland
Dr., thenright on
Patricia Drive. Park at
trailhead on Patricia

OUTINGS continued page 11

Island Hopping in Channel 1slands National Park

September 22-24, October 20-22. Join us for a 3-day, 3-island, live-
aboard tour of the Channel Islands. Hike wild, windswept trails
bordered with blazing wildflowers. Kayak rugged coastlines, Marvel at
pristine waters teeming with seals and sealions. Train your binoculars
on sea and land birds and an occasional whale. Watch for the endan-
gered island fox. Look for reminders of the Chumash people who lived
on these islands for thousands of years. Or just relax at sea. Departs
from Santa Barbara. $730, includes assigned bunk, all meals, snacks and
beverages. Kayaking overseen by our concessionaire; al hikeswill be
ontrails, class 1 terrain. Thisisafundraiser to support the Sierra Club
political program in California. To reserve space, send a $200 check,
written to California Sierra Club PAC, to Joan Jones Holtz, 11826 The
Wye St., El Monte, CA 91732. For more information contact |eaders

Joan Jones Holtz: jholtzhin@aol.com, 626-443-0706, or Wayne Vollaire
avollairel@gmail.com, 909-327-6825.




