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JOBS VS. ENVIRONMENT: A FALSE CHOICE

by Will Stahl, Conservation Chair & Shahla
Werner, PhD, Chapter Director

“Wisconsin is open for business!” declared Gov-
ernor Walker on the campaign trail throughout
2010. To show his commitment to this goal, he
called two Special Sessions of the state legisla-
ture ostensibly aimed at creating jobs. The first
session resulted in new laws gutting protections
for an isolated wetland near Green Bay and an-
other that gives the Governor increased author-
ity over administrative rules. This fall, few, if
any of the bills included in the second Special
Session on “jobs” seemed to be truly aimed at
employment, including proposals to eliminate
medically accurate sex education for teens
(SB 237); eliminating smart growth planning
(AB 303); eliminating affirmative action-based
grants for higher education (AB 142); increasing
penalties for impersonating public officials (AB
217); eliminating small class sizes for schools
(SB 95); making it a crime to steal a massage or
back wax (SB 85). Although some of these pro-
posals are laughable, what is not funny is that
Special Session rules allow for fast-tracking bad
bills with relaxed requirements for public hear-
ings and notification.

There continues to be an assumption that federal
and state policies that gut environmental pro-
tections are automatic job creators. However,
a February 2011 University of Massachusetts
report, New Jobs—Cleaner Air Employment Ef-
fects Under Planned Change to the EPA’s Air
Pollution Rules, shows just the opposite. It finds
that investments driven by the EPA’s clean air
standards for mercury and ozone would create
nearly 1.5 million jobs over the next five years.
And another report released by Frank Acker-
man of Tufts University, Employment Affects of
Coal Ash Regulation, found that, contrary to the
claims of polluters, EPA regulation of coal ash
as hazardous waste would actually result in a net
gain of 28,000 jobs. Unfortunately, the Obama
Administration ignored this data earlier this
year when it bowed to industry pressure to delay
ozone standards. We have our fingers crossed
that the same delay on cleaning up our air won’t
occur with anticipated mercury rules.

Renowned economist Paul Krugman pointed
out the false choice between environmental
protection and jobs in a recent column, lament-
ing that “Serious economic analysis actually
says that we need more protection, not less.”

WISCONSIN’S GOLD STANDARD ON COAL ASH
PUT T0 THE TEST by Elizabeth Ward, Conservation Programs Coordinator

For the first time, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) decided to create protections against
coal combustion wastes, known as CCW or coal ash. Sierra Club took three buses of people
from Wisconsin to the hearing in Chicago to support the EPA’s efforts. Meanwhile, the
House of Representatives created legislation that would prevent the EPA from being able to
regulate coal ash. Representatives including Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Ron Kind (D-WI)
and Gwen Moore (D-WI) voted for this legislation, with Baldwin stating that “regula-
tions in Wisconsin are considered the gold standard for handling CCW. Our state has no
wet impoundments like the one in TVA Kingston, there are no hazardous waste dumps,
and the dry CCW landfills are properly lined and monitored.” However, with the increas-
ing coal ash problems and contamination, ‘gold standard’ seems to be a hyperbole at

best.
Continued on Page 4

He examined numerous peer-reviewed studies
showing that:

» The economic cost of air pollution exceeds
the value added of coal-fired electric genera-
tion by a factor of nearly six to one.

» Environmental compliance costs are less
than 2% of business costs, and this is gen-
erally not enough to compel businesses to
relocate to escape regulation.

> Layoffs that can be attributed to Clean Air
Act regulations account for only 1/10 of 1%
of all mass layoffs (of over 50 employees)
nationwide, or less than 7,000 workers be-
tween 1990 and 1997. In contrast, over 10
million layoffs unrelated to environmental
regulations occurred over the same period.

Continued on Page 7
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POLITICAL CHAIR UPDATE

RECALL EFFORT

By Dave Blouin, Political Chair, John Muir Chapter

The John Muir Chapter voted unanimously
to support the recalls of Governor Walker
and Lt. Gov. Kleefisch in November due to
the extremist agenda their administration
has pursued since the 2010 election.

As I write this in mid-November, the recall
effort has just kicked off and enthusiasm is
high. There is a real sense of history being
made daily as we work to wrestle control
of our state back from politicians bent on
gutting our legacy of strong environmental
protection. Restoring a pro-conservation
majority in our state government is the
most important thing we can do to halt the
extremist agenda that threatens to throw
our economy in reverse by making our en-
vironment a wholly-owned subsidiary of
industry and poorly planned development.

In February, Governor Walker announced
the notorious budget repair bill. Along
with attacks on public workers that will
lead to a brain drain of public employees
who protect our air, water, and habitats, the
original bill allowed for no-bid sale of state
power plants and jeopardized $47 million
in transit funds. Following the budget re-
pair bill, the biggest attacks came with the
biennial budget, which cut transit funding
by 10 percent, repealed the Regional Tran-
sit Authorities that had been established in

the previous session, repealed increases to
Focus on Energy, cut funding for the Gay-
lord Nelson-Warren Knowles Stewardship
Fund by 30 percent, and abolished the state
Office of Energy Independence.

The attacks continue with proposed legisla-
tion to take away public input, water and
wetland protections, weaken our renewable
portfolio standards, and more. It is clear
that the only way to protect the environ-
ment is to remove Governor Scott Walker
from office and replace him with a governor
who agrees with Wisconsin’s long tradition
of protecting the environment. For more
information on Governor Walker’s record
see the cover story Jobs vs. Environment or
visit the website wisconsin.sierraclub.org.

I hope that every committed John Muir
Chapter member continues to gather re-
call petition signatures until the January
17 deadline. At the time of this article, the
JMC had not taken a stand on recalls of ad-
ditional state senators — check the Chapter
political page to get updates: http://wis-
consin.sierraclub.org/politics.htm.  There
is still time to help with this historic effort
to avert further erosion of Wisconsin’s en-
vironmental legacy. To get involved con-
tact Elizabeth Ward at (608) 256-0565 or
elizabeth.ward@sierraclub.org.

FEDERAL AND STATE ELECTIONS
COMING SOON

Races for President, U.S. Senate, our whole
Congressional Delegation as well as the
full State Assembly and half the State Sen-
ate make 2012 a major election year. You
should expect to see our endorsements by
early spring for federal candidates and by
early fall for state candidates.

As with the recall campaigns, the impor-
tance of electing strong candidates com-
mitted to preserving our environment can’t
be stressed enough. The Sierra Club is dif-
ferent from other environmental organiza-
tions; we are one of only a handful of na-
tionwide environmental and conservation
organizations that make candidate endorse-
ments at all levels of political activity. We
do this by assessing the records and posi-
tions of candidates and incumbents to help
members make informed decisions about
those who represent us.

But it’s not enough to simply endorse can-
didates and hope for the best. Sierra Club
members must become actively involved
in helping to elect good candidates by
helping to make endorsement decisions
and by working on election campaigns.
Contact your local Sierra Club group to
help out with local and state election work
— each group has its own Political Com-
mittee and would welcome volunteers. It’s
easy and rewarding work that has last-
ing benefits for all of us. Contact me at
burroakl5@charter.net for more informa-
tion. &
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FROM THE
CHAIR

by Liz Wessel, Chair
John Muir Chapter

OUTINGS - CONSERVATION
WANDERERS AND WARRIORS

In 1940, roughly 150 Sierra Club members,
including my father, uncle and grandpar-
ents, climbed the rough trails to East Lake
below Mount Brewer in what is now Kings
Canyon National Park in California. Work-
ing together they set up a base camp and
became a small community during those
weeks shared in the high country. The His-
tory of the Sierra Club: 1892-1970 paints a
picture of these remote outings: “In the early
days a camp was established in a central lo-
cation, and meals were prepared at a com-
missary. Camp equipment was transported
first by wagon, later by mule-train, and the
participants usually walked alongside.”

The personal transformation that happens
when one is out in nature was not lost on John
Muir. Photographed in that iconic 1903 scene
with President Roosevelt, Muir was able to
convince Roosevelt, on their three day camp-
ing trip, that Yosemite Valley and Mariposa
Grove needed to be under federal protection.
But Muir also understood the “significance
of numbers in politics” and became a booster
of tourism. He reasoned that “if people in
general could be got into the woods, even for
once, to hear the trees speak for themselves,
all difficulties in the way of forest preserva-
tion would vanish.”

These early Sierra Club outings opened
the door for Americans to access the in-
ner peaks, big trees and lakes of the Sierra
mountain range. As temporary residents of
the mountains, they developed a keen appre-
ciation of the natural beauty, wonders and
resources of the mountains. The trips were,
as David Brower, former Sierra Club Ex-
ecutive Director, environmental leader and
activist, remembers, “the best source of the
conservation warrior.”

The Sierra Club continues to understand the
inherent benefits of time spent outdoors cap-
turing this in the motto “explore, enjoy and
protect.” This formula of connecting people
to natural areas around them combined with

education on conservation issues has led to
passionate members who are willing to do
battle for the special places they have come
to enjoy. Aspiring to a vision of “no person
left inside”, Wisconsin’s John Muir Chapter
(JMC) hopes to activate and energize our
members not only to care for Wisconsin’s
outstanding forests, lakes and rivers but also
its farmland, urban centers, parks and trail
systems.

Today, within the JMC, a range of outings
are offered. Recent offerings have included
walks to witness the fall migration of the
monarch butterflies and a road trip to Viro-

INTERNET RESOURCES FOR
SIERRA CLUB OUTINGS:

NATIONAL OUTINGS
www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/

JOHN MUIR CHAPTER & GROUP OUTINGS
wisconsin.sierraclub.org/Events/outings.asp

MADISON INNER CITY OUTINGS
www.madisonico.org/

WI RIVER TOURING SECTION
wisconsin.sierraclub.org/rts/

qua to see the Newenhouse Kit House that
meets LEED and passive solar standards.

The River Touring Section (RTS) offers pad-
dling trips across the state and beyond from
flat water to whitewater. Day and overnight
trips are offered. Some focus on instruction;
reviewing the basic strokes and maneuvers,
safety on the water and reading the water.
Others include trash pickup or conservation
education programs.

For adventurers, the Chapter offers multiday
canoe trips to the Boundary Waters/Queti-
co Provincial Park, Ontario Canada. This
region is known for its pristine wilderness
setting, great canoeing, fishing and wildlife.
Sierra Club leaders offer a variety of trips —
some highlight the great fishing others the
wildlife and scenery. For all that go, these
trips renew the spirit and refresh the soul.

Inner City Outings Group in Madison is part
of the national Sierra Club Inner City Out-
ings (ICO) outreach program. ICO partners
with Madison-area youth agencies to offer
hiking and camping trips, boating and ski-
ing outings, and other outdoor adventures to
children who would not have access to these
opportunities elsewhere.

WONDERING HOW TO GET
INVOLVED?

1)Become a wanderer. Go on a Sierra
Club Outing with a friend in the next 12
months! Outings are generally open to
the public and Club members. Visit http:/
wisconsin.sierraclub.org/Events/outings.
asp to find the outing that’s right for you.

2) Become an Outings leader. Trainings are
offered both at the national and state level
within the Club. Comprehensive training
is scheduled in Wisconsin for 2012. Con-
tact Eric Uram, 608.233.9022, email eric.
uram@headwater.us

3) Already a trained outings leader? We
want to identify and recognize all of you
who make it happen! Please email Eric
Uram at eric.uram@headwater.us

4) Become a conservation warrior. Stay up-
to-date on current environmental issues by
sharing your email with us. You’ll get our
monthly e-news and find out about actions
you can take (contacting elected officials,
writing a letter to the editor, etc.) to advo-
cate for a healthy environment!

Go to http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/
Involve/newsletter.asp to subscribe.

5)Celebrate Sierra Club Outings. Nomi-
nate your favorite Wisconsin outing for
inclusion in our top 50 list of outings. The
list will become part of the JMC’s 50th an-
niversary celebration in 2013. Visit http://
wisconsin.sierraclub.org/Events/outings.
asp to download the nomination form.

And last, but not least....don’t forget to get
outside! @



GOAL ASH

Continued from Page 1

Coal ash is the remaining waste left in an air
control product or ‘scrubber’ after coal com-
bustion. These scrubbers collect the elements
that we don’t want to go into the air, such as
mercury, arsenic, selenium, and particulate
matter. Unfortunately, what doesn’t go into
our air can end up in our water. Residents in
Caledonia, a rural town near the Oak Creek
Power Plant operated by We Energies, have
been unable to drink their well water for over
a year. In September of 2010, dozens of wells
in the area were found to have excess levels of
molybdenum and the Department of Natural
Resources advised the residents not to use their
water for cooking or drinking. Molybdenum is
a heavy metal found naturally in many foods;
however, excess molybdenum can lead to gout,
slow growth and anemia. Although the link
between the excess levels of molybdenum and
the three coal ash landfills from the Oak Creek
power plant nearby has not been confirmed,
We Energies has been supplying bottled water
to the residents with tainted wells. Residents
are left with decreased property values, an in-
ability to sell their homes and concern. Some
residents were not part of the agreement to buy
bottled water and need to supply their own.

Meanwhile, the people of the Town of Wilson
in Sheboygan County have not been able to
get answers about their drinking water. Edge-
water coal plant located on the shores of Lake
Michigan has been creating coal ash landfills in
Wilson for decades. After rising cancer rates,
illness, and citizen testing for heavy metals,
the residents began questioning whether their
water may be contaminated. When renewing
the permit for Edgewater’s coal ash landfills,
the Town of Wilson asked that Alliant Energy
begin testing for boron and cadmium 6. In re-
sponse to their request, Alliant Energy sued the
town, challenging their testing requirements.
The DNR has not taken any action.

In November, we saw a much bigger cause for
concern over water quality. On October 31, a
coal ash ravine that was created in the 1950°s
on the shore of Lake Michigan at the Oak
Creek Power Plant spilled over when the bluff
containing the ravine collapsed. Preliminary
thoughts were that a storm water retention pond
leaked into the landfill. Approximately 25,000
cubic yards of coal ash spilled out of the con-
tainment; it’s estimated that ¥4 of that spilled
into Lake Michigan.

Unfortunately, at the time this article was writ-
ten, there were more questions than answers.
The complete effects of the coal ash spill will
probably never be known: It could mean con-
taminated ground water and beaches, it could
mean drinking water containing selenium, mo-
lybdenum, or other poisonous heavy metals,
or it could mean our national treasure, Lake
Michigan, polluted with mercury.

The DNR’s response downplayed the serious-
ness of the spill. Concerned residents were not
able to find out from the DNR if the water was
being tested, where it was being tested, or oth-
er important answers. In the papers the DNR
claimed that there was not cause for concern,
without any details or explanation. It quickly
became clear that the utilities and DNR were
much too cavalier about toxic coal ash.

Unfortunately, Wisconsin has other ongoing
coal ash issues. The S.S. Badger is a ferry that
takes passengers over Lake Michigan from
Manitowoc to Ludington, Michigan. It is the
last coal-fired ferry in Wisconsin and as a re-
sult, produces coal ash. Every day it’s in op-
eration, it dumps 3.8 tons of coal ash into Lake
Michigan. That is 310 tons of mercury, lead and
arsenic containing coal ash that intentionally
goes into Lake Michigan every year.

In 2008, the EPA finally decided to do some-
thing about the S.S. Badger and asked them
to comply with the Clean Water Act. The EPA
gave the ferry four years to upgrade the boilers
to a cleaner fuel source. Instead of complying,
the S.S. Badger applied to be declared as a na-
tional landmark by the U.S. Park Service in or-
der to be exempted from the Clean Water Act.
In November, U.S. reps. Bill Huizenga and Dan
Benishek from Michigan and Tom Petri from
Wisconsin added an amendment to the Coast
Guard budget that would prohibit the EPA from
forcing compliance from any ship “on, or nomi-
nated for inclusion on” the list of historic land-
marks to allow it to escape compliance. If the
S.S. Badger does not get cleaned up, the ferry
will continue to dump coal ash into Lake Mich-
igan, and this could have lasting consequences
for the safety and beauty of the lake.

The examples continue:

» Test results have shown that the section
of the Wisconsin River in the Pardeeville
area lacks key aquatic insects, indicating
poor water quality. This has been linked to
coal ash from the Columbia power plant.

» In La Crosse, Dairyland Power Coopera-
tive planned upgrades that would have led

to additional coal ash. Their solution was to
create a landfill in the Village of La Farge,
the heart of organic farming in Wisconsin.
Residents understood the potential de-
struction and fought the landfill and were
able to persevere; Dairyland continued to
use the previously existing coal ash ponds
near their Genoa Generating Station. Of
course, the people living near these ponds
have their own health concerns.

» In Green Bay, they are in the process
building sledding hills for the community
out of toxic coal ash.

The list of tragedies and potential tragedies
goes on, but the point is clear. It doesn’t mat-
ter where it is, who owns it, or the cause of the
accident. Coal ash is toxic and dangerous and
Wisconsin residents have not been properly
protected. What else needs to happen before
we’re convinced to put the health of our neigh-
bors and environment before the profits of the
fossil fuel industry?

The solution is simple: We need to move beyond
coal. If we moved beyond coal, we would not
have coal ash, we would not have tons of car-
bon dioxide coming from coal stacks, we would
not have mercury, soot and smog (the primary
cause of environmentally-linked asthma), and
the other pollutants that come from the stacks,
and we would be moving towards clean energy
solutions that will help the local economy. &

If you would like to get involved with the Be-
yond Coal campaign, please contact Elizabeth
Ward at elizabeth.ward@sierraclub.org or
(608) 256-0565.

Bluebird

Transitions

Moving Out in Style
Hands on estate liquidation

We try not to add to our already
overflowing landfills; everything
possible will be “recycled,
redirected or repurposed.”

Sarah M. Streed
608-239-6919
smstreed@bluebirdtransitions.com
www.bluebirdtransitions.com




DON’T LET WISCONSIN LOSE OUR
ENERGY EFFICIENCY EDGE

by Alexa Edinburgh, Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter intern

According to a recent report by the Ameri-
can Council for an Energy Efficient Economy
(ACEEE), Wisconsin has recently slipped in
the energy efficiency ranks to number 16 after
repeatedly showing up in the nation’s top 10.
Although a number of factors contributed to
this decline, one possible contributor is a lack
of an energy efficiency resource standard, or
goal to reduce electricity and natural gas use
by 2 percent and 1.5 percent per year respec-
tively. Another factor is a lack of funding for
our Focus on Energy program, which provides
incentives for homeowners and businesses to
invest in energy efficiency and renewables.

Despite the lack of funding or enforceable
standard, energy efficiency programs in Wis-
consin have still managed to yield impres-
sive results. Wisconsin Energy Conservation
Corporation (WECC) has administered and
implemented Focus on Energy for the past
decade. Under their leadership, Focus on
Energy has created over 24,000 jobs (mostly
small business, private sector), saved hom-
eowners and businesses nearly $2 billion
on energy bills, and reduced carbon dioxide
emissions by 5 billion pounds. Annual in-
dependent evaluations found that for every
dollar invested in this program, over $2.50 in
energy savings have been realized.

Although Wisconsin has made some addi-
tional progress in funding energy efficiency
improvements for public buildings through
state budget funding and economic stimulus
funds, we have also taken some backward
steps. For example, lawmakers have eliminat-
ed programs like Green to Gold that offered
low interest loans to small businesses for en-
ergy efficiency upgrades. The Joint Finance
Committee also rolled back Focus on Energy
funding during the 2011 state budget process,
capping it at 1.2 percent of utility revenues
per year, or around $100 million, contrary to
Public Service Commission (PSC) recom-
mendations to dramatically increase invest-
ments in the program.

What’s even more troubling is that our energy
efficiency programs are currently facing a new
set of challenges. Despite WECC’s demon-
strated effectiveness, agency staff have recent-

ly decided to shift Focus on Energy contracts
to a number of mostly out-of-state companies.
This contract change has already resulted in
layoffs for workers formerly employed by
WECC, contradicting Governor Walker’s
campaign pledge to create over 250,000 jobs
in our state. The new Focus on Energy admin-
istrator is Shaw Environmental, a company
based in Louisiana. It will take time for this
company and the new implementation con-
tractors to build relationships with companies
who do everything from improving insulation
to installing heating, lighting and cooling sys-
tems for Wisconsin customers.

Sen. Robert Cowles also requested a legisla-
tive audit of Focus on Energy whose results
were released in December 2011. Unfortu-
nately, it is not a foregone conclusion that the
new program administrator will follow rec-
ommendations for improvements that came
from this taxpayer-funded audit. The concern
is that through these contracting changes, we
might be fixing a system that was not broken
to begin with.

Our state will continue to fall further behind if
we fail to invest in energy efficiency. The state
legislature’s Special Jobs Session should have
included bills to increase support for energy
efficiency programs. This would have not only
improved our national energy efficiency rank-
ing, but it would have created real jobs and
built a cleaner future for Wisconsin.

As a Sierra Club intern, | have urged legisla-
tors to support an Energy Star® Tax Holiday
bill during the current legislative session that
was formerly supported by a diverse group
of stakeholders, including former Lieuten-
ant Governor Barbara Lawton and Wisconsin
Manufacturer’s & Commerce. This bill would
give consumers a weeklong sales tax break on
Energy Star® appliances during Earth week.
Rep. Pat Strachota, who introduced the bill in
2007, is reluctant to introduce it in the current
session, citing concerns about budget impacts.
Given all the tax breaks going to spur econom-
ic development, any costs associated with this
bill are a small price to pay relative to the ben-
efits that would be realized. It’s disappointing
to see this and other bills that are a win-win

for our environment and jobs fail, as these are
policies that would move our state forward
and offer hope for bipartisanship. Fortunately,
Senator Julie Lassa and other legislators are
considering introducing the bill during the
current session.

Energy efficiency and renewables like wind
and solar are critical to Wisconsin’s future,
and we have the technology now to develop
these solutions on a much broader scale. But
we need to increase our investments today
in order to reap the benefits down the road.
Wisconsin currently allocates the majority
of its energy budget, over $12 billion a year,
towards fossil fuels. And continuing to rely
on fossil fuels harms our health, our local job
prospects, and our environment. That is why,
despite recent setbacks, we will continue to
provide education and information on clean
energy solutions and the great potential they
offer to our state. But we’ll need your help to
stand up to powerful fossil fuel interests who
want to maintain the status quo. Contact us to
get involved! &

Reach wisconsin's
ecofriendly rResidents

Muir View readers are likely to:
buy organic or natural products, purchase
from a green company, explore nature,
seek out eco-friendly products, hike, bike,
and garden; take public transport,
preserve the environment

Let our readers know about your
ecofriendly product or service while
supporting our conservation work
in Wisconsin!

@S LERRA
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Advertise in the Muir View
608-256-0565

http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/involve/
newsletter.asp
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The Penokee Range

By Dave Blouin, Mining Committee Chair,
Sierra Club — John Muir Chapter

There have been multiple important mining
issue developments this fall, with the Goge-
bic Taconite proposal at the top of the list.
Mining companies and their proponents have
renewed efforts to gut state protections to
advance mine proposals, and exploration of
smaller but no less important metallic sulfide
projects in Wisconsin and Michigan has be-
gun again as companies perceive the political
winds to be in their favor.

JMC OPPOSES GOGEBIC TACONITE
MINE PROPOSAL

In October, the John Muir Chapter became
the first statewide conservation group to op-
pose the open-pit strip mine proposed by
Florida-based mining company Gogebic Tac-
onite (GTAC) in the Penokee Hills of northern
Wisconsin. Here’s why we took this stand:

We concluded that the largest mine ever
proposed in Wisconsin would permanently
degrade the exceptional Bad River Water-
shed, which includes the Bad River-Kakagon
Sloughs, the largest freshwater estuary on
Lake Superior. The massive open pit of more
than two square miles, plus mine waste dumps
hundreds of feet deep covering an additional
four square miles) of forest, wetlands and
streams, would alter water flows in the area.
Wetlands would be destroyed and streams and
rivers rerouted.

Air and water quality in northern Wisconsin
would be harmed by mining waste dust, ore
transportation, and ore processing, which
produce contaminants such as mercury, arse-
nic, sulfates, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides
and other heavy metals.

6

that will contaminate and
poison our fish and wild-
life and threaten public and
worker health. A Minne-
sota DNR report in 2003
found that taconite mining
is the second largest source
of mercury emissions after
coal power plants. The study
also reported that no suitable
technology has been found
to curtail taconite mercury
emissions. (“Mercury and Mining in Min-
nesota”, Minerals Coordinating Committee
Final Report, MN DNR, 2003).

A further public health threat with taconite
mining is waste dust exposure. Taconite dust
from processing and fugitive dust from tail-
ings is under scrutiny in Minnesota for links to
illness and deaths from mesothelioma, a rare
lung cancer that has incidence rates 70 percent
higher in parts of Minnesota than in the rest
of the U.S.

The GTAC operation also threatens irreplace-
able cultural and food resources of the Bad
River Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe, such as
wild rice that is extremely sensitive to water
fluctuations and small amounts of contamina-
tion from sulfates produced by mine wastes.

Taconite mining, like all resource extraction,
creates a “boom and bust” economy but does
not create long-term prosperity, especially in
rural areas without diverse economies. Mar-
ket volatility threatens mining jobs constant-
ly. Only two years ago, all Minnesota taco-
nite mines closed and laid off their workers
due to price drops. These stoppages cause an
economic roller coaster of disruption and dis-
tress for dependent workers and communities.
The taconite ore in Wisconsin is lower in iron
quantity than Minnesota ores meaning that a
mining-based economy is at greater risk.

TACONITE MINING TRACK RECORD

The primary claim made by GTAC and its
supporters to justify changes to state mining
laws is that taconite mining is cleaner and
safer than metallic sulfide mining such as at
Flambeau, which was permitted under the
current mining law. This claim doesn’t hold
up under scrutiny.

In October, we published a compliance track
record of taconite mining in Minnesota and
Michigan. Our research found that all ma-
jor taconite mining companies in Minnesota
have recent air and/or water quality viola-
tions. These violations have resulted in nearly
$10 million in fines, stipulations and cleanup
orders since 2004. The fact is that taconite
mines produce huge amounts of waste that are
difficult and expensive to dispose of respon-
sibly. The track record of the industry shows
that pollution controls under so-called mod-
ern mining laws in Michigan and Minnesota
aren’t working.

Moreover, if GTAC and supporters really be-
lieve their own rhetoric, then GTAC should
have no problem proving its case under the
current rules. Yet GTAC’s actions to under-
mine Wisconsin laws demonstrate that it ei-
ther can’t or won’t meet these requirements.
The obvious flaw in GTAC’s argument is that
taconite mining is neither safe nor clean and
they need regulatory obstacles removed to al-
low them to more efficiently destroy thousands
of acres of land with their wastes. Go to http://
wis consin.sierraclub.org/PenokeeMine.asp to
view the track record.

MINING LEGISLATION

GTAC suspended its permit work earlier this
year and demanded new laws be written be-
fore they would move forward - effectively
holding their own proposal hostage while
expecting Gov. Walker and the legislature to
rescue them. The governor and some legis-
lators were happy to oblige and have begun
gutting environmental safeguards, rushing to
help this out-of-state mining company with
no experience mining taconite that hasn’t
even submitted an application to mine yet.

The company’s “gun to its own head” strategy
has had mixed results. Efforts to gut environ-
mental protections, limit public participation,
remove local controls and limit scientific and
technical review to fast track the proposal are
on the table or coming soon.

The good news is that nearly 100 concerned
citizens, including many Sierra Club members,
showed up for a Wisconsin League of Conver-
sation Voter’s citizen lobby day on mining, held
October 28. Then, more than 200 people reg-
istered and/or spoke at the hearing on the bill
with only a handful of individuals or corporate
lobbyists in favor. Testimony at the hearing that
the bill would result in legal challenges may
have forced positive amendments though we
have not seen an amended bill as of press time.



MINING CONTINUED...

Conservative think-tank and polling group
Wisconsin Policy Research Institute polled
605 random residents in October on a num-
ber of questions and asked whether environ-
mental regulations should be streamlined
for mining jobs. 51 percent of those polled
said no. This is a good indication that with
more education and outreach, we can defeat
special interest legislation for mining.

METALLIC SULFIDE
EXPLORATION GROWS

As if the GTAC proposal weren’t enough,
other mining companies have renewed ef-
forts to get permits to explore or are now
drilling exploration holes at known metal-
lic sulfide deposits both here and in Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula.

Just over the Wisconsin border next to the
Menominee River, the Back Forty proj-
ect, controlled by HudBay Minerals and
Aquila Resources, is an open pit-massive
sulfide proposal where an application for
mining permits is expected next year. The
Front Forty group is the lead organization
fighting the proposal — see www.menomi-
neeriver.com for more information.

Three massive sulfide deposits in Wisconsin
are receiving renewed attention: Lynne in
Oneida County, Reef in Marathon County
and Bend in the Chequamegon-Nicolet Na-
tional Forest in Taylor County. Three com-
panies are attempting to get permission
from Oneida County to explore the Lynne
deposit. Exploration is underway at the Reef
site, which is expected to be an open pit if
permitted, while exploration drilling is ex-
pected at Bend this winter.

The John Muir Chapter remains a steady
watchdog of mining developments in Wis-
consin but your help is needed both to help
track and study these projects and to help
oppose damaging changes to public policy.
You can learn more at: http://wisconsin.si-
erraclub.org/PenokeeMine.asp or contact
me directly at burroakl5@charter.net with
questions or concerns. <

JOBS VS. ENVIRONMENT

Continued from Page 1

A prime example of this flawed thinking at the
state level is embodied in Special Session AB/
SB 24, dubbed the “Polluters over People” bill.
This bill reduces requirements for public hear-
ings and newspaper notifications on proposed
development permits, it implements an aggres-
sive 30 day timeline for DNR to approve many
types permits, it only allows DNR to ask an ap-
plicant for additional permit information once,
it prohibits staff from denying a permit on the
basis of incompleteness, and it grants automat-
ic approval for everything from high-capacity
wells to shoreland development to mining pros-
pecting.

There has also been discussion of passing a
bill that directly weakens Wisconsin’s mining
safeguards, under the assumption that current
regulations inhibit jobs. Chris Cline, a wealthy
Florida developer and owner of Gogebic Taco-
nite (GTAC) has requested these changes be-
fore the company will even submit a permit for
the vast taconite mine proposed near the head-
waters of the Bad River and the shores of Lake
Superior. He’s ready, he says, to create thou-
sands of jobs and flood the area with wealth, but
only if Wisconsin changes its laws to suit him.
Very little discussion has occurred as to why
GTAC is reluctant to submit a mining applica-
tion that would create jobs under our current
regulations.

Governor Walker and his supporters claim that
their policies are all about jobs, but if they are
so concerned about jobs, why have they kicked
away so many real opportunities for sustain-
able-family supporting jobs? So far they have:

> Rejected $810 million in high-speed rail
money, which would have created at least
2,300 jobs, connected communities, and re-
duced oil dependence.

» Suspended uniform wind-siting rules,
causing the cancellation of $398 million in
planned projects and loss of hundreds of po-
tential jobs.

» Cut the Focus on Energy state budget fund-
ing and capped it at 1.2 percent of utility
revenues, or about $100 million annually.
This prevents future increased clean en-
ergy investments that would have reduced
our dependence on fossil fuels, saved con-
sumers money on energy bills, and created
thousands of jobs for workers who insulate

our homes, make and install furnaces and
water heaters, and install renewable energy
systems.

» Eliminated $100 million in Kenosha-Ra-
cine-Milwaukee commuter rail (KRM)
bonding authority, which cost Wisconsin
$6 million in federal funds. These monies
would have created jobs in Kenosha and
Racine, cities especially hard-hit by unem-
ployment.

> Cut the recycling budget by $26 million.
Job losses from this cannot yet be predict-
ed, but we know that recycling has created
97,000 jobs in Wisconsin, as well as mar-
kets for recycled materials and products. It
has also reduced the volume of what goes
into landfills and the potential for leaking
toxins into groundwater.

Governor Walker has said that the idea is to
save the taxpayers’ money, but he knew the
federal funds he rejected would be accepted by
more far-sighted states. And virtually all of the
projects he has eliminated would have benefit-
ed the environment.

Governor Walker’s moves seem contradictory
unless you understand the code. “Open for
Business” really means greasing the regulatory
rails for corporate polluters. “Jobs” is code for
tax breaks for “job creators,” wealthy, powerful
corporations. Have these job creators respond-
ed by gratefully hiring the unemployed of Wis-
consin? Not so much. Even the administration
admits it won’t meet its own job creation goal
for 2011. And the US Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics reported that while unemployment rates
fell in 36 states, Wisconsin experienced the
highest job losses in the nation, with employ-
ment falling by 9,700 between September and
October 2011.

Governor Walker’s supporters think we can
create jobs by sacrificing our environment. In
reality this sacrifice will just put more money
in the pockets of the wealthiest 1 percent and
leave the rest of us with the bill. We could have
had thousands of jobs that would have pumped
money into the Wisconsin’s economy and done
some long-term good for the environment. In-
stead some of the governor’s cronies get a free
pass to make money at the expense of our com-
mon air, land and water. &
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Gary Werner first became a Sierra Club
member when he was eleven years old. His
parents bought the membership that would
begin a life devoted to conserving the land he
cared about most.

Werner’s parents took him to the first meet-
ing of Sierra Club members in Wisconsin. In
1963, Wisconsin Sierra Club members peti-
tioned the board of directors in San Francisco
to become a separate Chapter. Gary’s father
was the first chair of the new Chapter and his
mother served on the Executive Committee. In
the late 1960s Werner followed in his parent’s
footsteps and joined the John Muir Chapter
Executive Committee. He rejoined in the early
90s and remains on the committee today.

Throughout his time as a Sierra Club - JIMC

CELEBRATING JOHN MUIR
CHAPTER HERITAGE:

GARY WERNER

By Jenny Peek, Muir View Editor

member, Werner has been actively involved
in the outings program. “In the early days
the JMC had a really active statewide outing
program including a rock climbing section,
river touring section, and a general outing
section,” Werner says “I was pretty active in
all three of those.”

In addition to going on outings, Werner
served as the conservation chair in the 1990s.
In recent years, he has served on the finance,
personnel and fundraising committees.

Since the beginning of his involvement, Wer-
ner has witnessed some major milestones
in Wisconsin conservation. He helped with
the preservation of the Ice Age Trail, helped
to keep the Kickapoo River free flowing
and saw several state wild river programs

through, programs that helped establish the
Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.

With so much to be proud of, the Sierra Club
— JMC still has a lot of conservation work to
do. According to Werner one of the biggest
conservation issues Wisconsin faces is land
use. “We are a state that has a laissez-faire
approach to land use and planning, it allows
municipalities to do whatever they want with
very little regional oversight or control.” This
approach impacts the entire state, especially
rich agricultural lands in the Southern parts
of the state.

“We have the gift of the glaciers and the ice
age” Werner says, “We should be doing ev-
erything we can to protect that resource. It re-
ally comes back to the John Muir saying “Tug
on anything at all and you’ll find it connected

to everything else in the universe’.

“The John Muir Chapter has had its ups and
downs over the last 50 years, but it has been a
major force for protecting the environment in
Wisconsin, | would only hope that the next 50
years will be even more successful.” &

Sierra Club members came together to meet,
share ideas and discuss common environmental
concerns at the 2011 Autumn Assembly hosted
by the Fox Valley Group. The presenters, pro-
grams, musical entertainment and location
combined to provide a relaxing experience and
unique learning opportunities. The unusually
warm weather and clear starry skies allowed
Sierra Club members to take
early morning hikes and to view
the moon, Jupiter and other ce- }?
lestial objects in the evening.

Saturday featured  keynote
speaker and long-time Sierra |
Club member, Representative
Penny Bernard Schaber, who

Saturday evening featured the chapter’s an-
nual awards ceremony recognizing outstand-
ing volunteers and community members. This
years’ recipients included:

» Tom Boldt, Chief Executive Officer of
The Boldt Company. Boldt was present-
ed with the John Muir Chapter Torch-

bearer Award to honor his
companies environmen-
tally sustainable construc-
| tion methods. The Boldt

Company is a leader in

¥ constructing environmen-
tally sustainable facilities.

8 Boldt was also a featured

speaker and gave a presen-

shared her experiences as an Seeking macroinvertebrates in Picker- tation on “The Future of

environmental activist. “Being
an active member of the Sierra Club has been
a part of my life since 1981. It has changed my
life in more ways than | can say,” said Schaber.
“All for the good!”

8

al Lake (an indication of water quality).

Green Buildings.”

» Joy Hagen was honored with the John
Muir Chapter Good Citizen Award. Hagen
and her North Stars group were honored

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS
& COMMUNITY LEADERS

RECOGNIZED AT AUTUMN ASSEMBLY

The Crystal River Trio entertains us with music.

for their work making a section of City
Road JJ a safe place for students to walk
and bike to and from North High School
and Fox Valley Lutheran High School.

» Susan Williams was the recipient of the
New Activist Award for being one of
the most active and reliable volunteers
within the John Muir Chapter. Her par-
ticipation on the Coal Team and hard-
work phone banking and canvassing
has inspired others to get involved with
electoral work, and helped emphasize



the importance of connecting this work
to conservation issues.

Jeremy Gragert received the Wildflower
Award for his efforts at protecting and
preserving the environ- B -~
ment. “It seems that [
everything Jeremy does
is with thoughts for the
protection of the envi- &
ronment and its inhab- §
itants in the forefront
of his actions,” stated
Chippewa Valley Group
Chair, Barb Thomas.
“He eats carefully,
treads thoughtfully and deliberately and
lightly on the Earth, treating every one and
every place respectfully.”

Kelly (Krupka) Ramstack was recognized
for her many years of volunteerism within
the Fox Valley Group and the Chapter with
the Merit Award. A consistent leader over
the years, Kelly has stepped up over and

Getting ready to enjoy a view of the night sky.

over again to help both chapter and group
with the newsletter, fundraising, creating
educational programs and planning and
leading outings.

> The JJ & Pat Wer-
ner Award was presented
to Don Ferber for his
leadership and commit-
ment to the goals and
mission of the Sierra
Club. As a member of
the chapter Executive
Committee, Coal Team
and fundraising com-
mittee in addition to his
leadership within the Four Lakes Group,
Don works tirelessly to explore, enjoy, and
protect Wisconsin’s wild places for future
generations.

The 2012 John Muir Chapter Autumn Assem-
bly will be hosted by the Southeast Gateway
Group located in the Racine/Kenosha Area.
We hope to see you there! &

A Special Thank You to

OUR 2011 AUTUMN ASSEMBLY SPONSORS

Bluebird Transitions, LLC
Community Shares of Wisconsin
Green Concierge Travel

OUR SILENT AUCTION DONORS
Absolutely Art

American Players Theatre
Arbor House Environmental Inn

Hempen Goods

Green Earth Herbs

International Crane Foundation

Midwest Environmental Advocates
Mother Fools Coffeehouse

Organic Valley Family of Farms
Overture Center
Pielsticker Photos

Art Affair [tchy Cat Press The Progressive

B-Side Compact Discs & Tapes John Davenport Oil & Pastel Rishi Tea

Better World Club Just Act Natural Talula on Atlas

Driftless Studio L’Bri Cosmetics/ Jenny Persha ~ Wild Apple Glass Studio,
Eagle Optics Mabel Tainter Center for the Arts Wild Birds Unlimited
Fontana Sports Madison Mallards Baseball Wild River Qutfitters
Fox Valley Symphony Mother Fool’s Coffee House Young Earth Farm
Frugal Muse Nostalgia Bay Hand Tinted Photos

Go Wild With Birds

Orange Tree Imports

We also thank Don Ferber, Kim Wright, Norman Risjord, and Beverly & Steve Yahr for donations.

PLEASE KEEP THESE GENEROUS BUSINESSES IN MIND AS
YOU SHOP THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

A NOTE OF THANKS....

Thanks to everyone who made the 2011
Autumn Assembly a success.

Special thanks to Matt Baumler at Law-
rence University for making arrangements
for us to tour the Warch Campus Center,
to Pastor Mark Geisthardt, Emmanuel
United Methodist Church, for allowing us
to use the Church’s parking lot and to the
Fox Communities Credit Union in Apple-
ton for providing pens placed in Autumn
Assembly folders.

Thanks to Sally Freckmann, Portage
County Ice Age Trail Chapter, and Deb-
bie Krogwold and Butch Siegel, Waupaca
County Ice Age Trail Chapter, for provid-
ing lce Age Trail pamphlets, brochures and
Ice Age Trail maintenance in the Skunk
and Foster Lakes State Natural Area.

Thanks to Fox Valley Sierra Group mem-
bers who were especially involved in
planning and organizing the Autumn As-
sembly: Maureen Birk, Lodging and Reg-
istration; Nancy Brown-Koeller, Special
FVSG Cake, Meals and Snacks; Kelly
Ramstack, Logo, Program Schedule, Pre-
senter Biographies and Evaluation Form;
Alan Lawrence, FVSG Website and tech-
nical support; Sally Peck, FVSG Trea-
surer; Monny Hjerstedt, FVSG Newsletter
editor; Darrel Ruechel, organizing folders;
Penny Bernard Schaber, tour guide at the
Warch Campus Center; and the Fox Valley
Sierra Group Executive Board members.

The following people at the John Muir
Chapter also helped us with the 2011 Au-
tumn Assembly, promotion and organiza-
tion: Shahla Werner, Chapter Director,
who organized the Silent Auction with
Jacinda Tessmann and Kelly Ramstack;
Elizabeth Ward, Conservation Programs
Coordinator; Jacinda Tessmann, Chapter
Coordinator, who created the 2011 Au-
tumn Assembly Brochure; Liz Wessel,
JMC Chair; and Lacinda Athen, Awards
Committee.

Thanks to the staff at Camp Helen Brach-
man: Darryl Woods, Camp Director, Jill
Morgan, Associate Camp Director, and
Phil Barker, Property Manager.

Dale Schaber-Autumn Assembly 2011
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Your generous contributions — above and beyond your membership dues — provided crucial support for our local grass-
roots campaigns to protect Wisconsin’s air, water, and wild places for future generations.

A

Nick Adelmeyer, Loraine Adkins, Susan Agee,
Christina Aguilar, Mary K Aide & Brett Hulsey,
Richard Albert, B Albrecht, Todd Ambs, Mrs.
William Ammerman, Daniel P Andersen, Philip
Anderson & V Kozlovsky, Dr. Henry Anderson,
Daniel Anderson, D Anderson & J Nugent, Dr. &
Mrs. David C Angell, Phyllis Antoniewicz, Bever-
ly Armstrong, Ross Astoria, Rowan Atalla, Jason
Augustin, M Jane Ayer

B

Helen Babiak, Lennart Backstrom, Kay Backus,
Ronald A Backus, Dorothy Bacon & David Miller,
Lyle Baez, Kent Bahner, Dennis Baldry, Daiva
Baltrukenas, Tania Banak, Claire Barnett, Mi-
chael Baron, James Barrabee, David Baxa, Byron
S Becker, Patricia Becker, Deborah Becker-Pawlik,
Jonathan Beers, Janice Behn, Ann T Behrmann &
Lewis Koch, Ed & Jackie Belka, Charles Benedict,
Joan Bennett, Sandra J Bennett, Dr. John & Judy
Bennin, Mr. & Mrs. Todd | Berens, Lila & John
Berge, K Bernard & R Ezell, Constance M Berner,
Matt & Cindy Berry, Steve Betchkal, William D
Beverly, Paul Bietila, Victoria A Billings, Maureen
Birk, David Bishop, Jacqueline Bishop, Sharon
Bishop, Bernita Marie Bittner, David A Bjorklund,
Carl J Blabaum, S Black & P Fornell, Joan & Dar-
ren Blankenship, Oscar Bloch, Gabrielle Blood,
Bluebird Transitions LLC, Jon & Maragret Blume,
Charles R Boardman, Mary Bobiak, Joe & Emily
Bodensteiner, Robert R Bolin, Eugene Bommers-
bach, Thomas J Bontly, Steve Books, Susan M Bo-
quist, Stephen M Born, Sabrina Bradshaw, Todd
Brandt, Sarah Bratnober, Ron & Doris Brewster,
Roland Brilla, Cheri & Tom Briscoe, Kathie Brock,
Carol Brooks & Wayne Bigelow, John Brooks, Mar-
garet Brooks, David Brow, Jeff & Kristen Brown,
Laura Brown, N Brown-Koeller & J Koeller, Dale
Bruheim, Charles & Lynn Brummond, Barbara
Brunette, Michana Buchman, Kurt Buetow & Jody
Slocum, Miriam Bugnacki, Marjorie Bunce, Spiro
Burgner, Catherine Burke, Mary P Burke

C
A Cantor & A Kalker, D Cardinal & W. Burt,
Nancy Carlson, Thomas & Sally Carpenter, Ann
Castillo, Steven Chomor, Daniel V Christensen,
Judy & Arlen Christenson, Linda Christian, Lynn
Christiansen, Susan  Christopherson, Denise
Christy, Robert Chrzan, James Churchill, Debo-
rah Ciszewski, Carol & Meredith Clark, Harold
Clark, Brian Clark & Kathleen Maginot, Donald
Clauser, Warren Close, Marcus Cohen, Arthur
Cohrs, John M & Sherry A Cole, Andy & Mary
Collins, J Collison & A Karker, Ellen Comiskey,
Daniel Conderman, Anne & Tim Connor, James &
Susan Connors, Randy & Connie Connour, Joe &
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Barbara Corry, Jerry Corsanos, Kathleen Critten-
den, Lesley Crocker, Mr. Clare J. Crowley, Andrew
Crummy, Lee Cullen, Bonnie Cunningham, Mr. Al
Czecholinski

D

Lynda Dale, Wendy Dart, Martin & Elizabeth Da-
vid, Frederick J Davis, James Davison, Anne Dean,
Donald Debruyn, Donald DeCristofaro & Jacques
Besaw, Robert Demars, Jean Demerit, Whelan De-
trick, Cynthia Devine, Robert & Genevieve Dick-
son, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Diemer, Karen Shevet Di-
nah, Sandra & Richard Dirks, Patricia Dobrinska,
Robert Donner & Bonnie Wolff, Helen & Marvin
Dorak, Kelly Douglas, Warren & Ruth Downs,
Gene Drecktrah, Gary Drescher, Sally Drew, Bob
Dries, Shane Driscoll, Dale Druckrey, Nancy Du-
ersten, Jerry Duncanson, Thomas Durkin

E

Paul Ebel, Betty Eckberg, Thomas Eggert, Mark &
Shari Eggleson, Frederick Ehrke, Jonathon Ela &
Patricia Stocking, Jane E. Elder, Read Eldred, Ron
Ellingson, Carol Elvery, Linda Endlich, Stephen P
Engler, Carol S Enseki, John Erickson, Deborah
Ericson, Anthony Esposito, Katherine Esser, Jim
Ewens, Brian Ewing

F
Pitt Fagan, Jeanette Fairchild, Don Faith I11, Kath-
leen M Falk, Dr. Gene Farley, Julie Felhofer, Don
Ferber, Stephen H Filbert, Richard V Finch, Cecil
& Helen Findley, Barbara & James Fisher, Carol
Fleishauer, Bonney Flora, Christine Flora, Susan
M & David V Florin, Michael Flynn, Dr. Wesley
K Foell, Mary & Jerry Foote, Charlotte Foth, Russ
& Linda Forbess, Emily Ford, Glenn Fowler, Bar-
bara & Donald Frank, Paul Frederickson, Randall
W Freeman, Bernard Freiermuth, S. Freisinger,
Charles & Anne Frihart, Michael Frome & June
Eastvold, George B Fulford

G

Valerie Gabriel, Marcelle Gambaro, Suzanne Gard-
ner, Charles A Gates, Ned & Carol Gatzke, Carole
Geddes-Engel, Susan Geisler, Claire Gervais &
Dave Blouin, R Getter, Mark M Giese, Don Gilb-
ertson, Girl Scouts of WI SE Troop 1568, NW Great
Lakes Girl Scouts, Bradley Glass, Dennis Glynn,
David & Nancy Goode, Veronica Goodstein, Rich-
ard Goree, Carol Gorton, Gary Goyke & Nancy
Rottier, Mark & Sandra Grady, Jim & Sarah Gra-
mentine, Ann Grauvogl, Green Concierge Travel
LLC, John Greenler, Norman J & Daryl A Grier,
Stephen Grohmann, Susan Gruchow, Sherrie Grud-
er, Ruth A Gudinas, Bill & Jo Guenzel, Helga &
Denis Guequierre, Melinda Gustafson Gervasi

H

Carol Haag, Ryan Habeck, Walter Habeck, Nancy
J Hable, Barbara Ann Hacker, Joy Hagen, E Les-
lie Hagensick, Naomi Hahner, Alice Hain, James
Hall, Katherine Hall, Arneita Halle, Bee Halme,
Gurdon H Hamilton, Bryan Hanke, David C Han-
sen, Joan & Jeff Hansen, Virginia Hansis, Brian &
Janet Hanson, Craig Hanson, Wayne & Janet Han-
son, Tim & Julie Harder, Carol Hardin, Suzanne
Harmelink, John Harrington, Grandon Harris, Jo-
sephine Harter, Judith Hartl, Beth Harvey, Debora
Harvey-Fredericksen, Clifford & Jeanne Haskins,
Robert Hasman, David & Susan Haug, Nan Hayek,
Joann Hayes, Joseph Heck, Gini Heersma-Covert,
Lori Hein, Robert Helminiak, Anne M Helsley-
Marchbanks, Ravenna Helson, James Helwig, Joan
Hemberger, Arleen J] Hemke, Nancy Hennessy,
Dave & Glenda Henning, Patricia & Jeffrey Henry,
David P. Hetzel, Calvin & Marjorie Hewitt, Ann
Heywood, Ray Hilfiker, Lorne T Hillier, Mr. &
Mrs. Morris Hirsch, Paula Hirschboeck, Lawrence
Hitch, Evan Hoagland, Dr. James R Hodgson, Eu-
nice-Jo Hoefert, Olga Hoesley, Paul Hoff, Deborah
& David Hoffman, Enid Hoffman, Jean Hoffman,
Laurie Hoffman, Roland Hoffman & Maggie Pray,
Sandy & Dale Hofmann, David V Holmes, Richard
Holthaus, Greg Hopefl, Ronald H Horn, Theresa
Horne, Michael & Judy Howden, Andrew Howick,
C & C Huiras

Ms. Abett Icks, Mrs. Niels Ingwersen, Gayle Iser-
mann, William Iwen

J

Deborah Jacobs, Mrs. JW Jacobson, Joan Jacob-
son, Darlene Jakusz, David Jarrad, Arlie Jaster,
Christopher & Terri Jaye, Mary Jenny, Elaine Dor-
ough Johnson, G Alex Johnson, James Johnson,
Jayme Johnson, J Johnson & H Heileman, Kenneth
Johnson, J Johnston-Walsh, Brian Joiner, Robin
Jones, Harold E Jordahl, Alan & Lisa Jorgenson, L
Jorgenson, Joel Joyce, Daniel Julie

K
Garth D Kangas, Hiroshi & Arlene Kanno, Monica
Kappes, Daniel Karls, Daniel Kastenholz, Mary
Kearney, Marcella & Wade Kearns, Tia & Thomas
Keenan, Kerri Kellerman, John J & Jacqueline
Kelley, Kathryn Kennedy, Patricia Kenner, Gary
Kent, Mike & Mary Beth Kepler, Liesa & James
Kerler, Georgann Kilbane, Robert & Susan Kinde,
Celest King, Kathleen King, Maureen Kinney,
Kathryn Kirk, Lori & Lee Kisling, Sarah Kissel,
Steve Kleiss, Beverly Koch, John Kocovsky, Ste-
phen E Koermer, Mary Kohl, Doris Kontos, Doug-
las Kowalski, Michael Kraft, Sara Krebsbach &




Glenn Reinl, Ruth Jean Kringle, Karen Krupp,
Don & Brigid Krutek, John & Gail Kuech

L

Meg & Richard LaBrie, Jack Ladinsky, Lauretta
& Steve Lambert, Marion Lang, Kenneth I Lange,
George & Barbara Larsen, Wanda Larson, Gary
L Lasch, Carl Lassiter, Alan & Diana Lawrence,
Catherine Lea, Donn S Leaf, Kathryn H. Leder-
hause, David & Darlene Lee, Rose Marie Lefebvre,
Scott Lein, David & Cheryl Lemke, Ryan Lem-
minger, Allen Liegel, Ruth Lindsay, D Lintner &
B Jorgensen, Ron Liskey, Arthur & Susan Lloyd,
Barbara Loftus, D Lonsdorf & M Chohaney, Kier-
sten Lovinella, Patty Lucas & Gregg Riemer, Dani
Luckett, David A & Nancy Ludwig, Roy & Char-
lotte Lukes, Jeffrey R Luko

M

Irena Macek, Keith MacGaffey, Beverly J Mach,
Ted & Renate Mackmiller, Bernice C Maertz, John
Magnuson, R Magyar & L Palas, Garrick Maine,
Jason Makowski, Hedy Manak, Diane Mandler,
Mark Markel, Robert | Marsh, Meg Marshall, Da-
vid W Martin, Diane Martin, Cory A Masiak, P
Mather and L Seidman, Evan Mcdoniels, Jeanne
S & J D McDowell, Michael McFadzen, Randy &
Janice McGrath, Selene Mchugh, Kathryn L Mc-
intyre, Tom & Kate McMahan, Gerard McMullen,
Dennis McQuade, Vernon Menden, Gail Merkel,
Joel Merritt, John Mesching, Genie Metoyer, Sher-
ry Meurer, Janette Meverden, Bonny Meyer, James
& Gail Meyer, B Meyocks and D Flath, Bonnie Mi-
chaelis, Sigurd Midelfort, Irma Miles, Lois Miller,
Robert & Catherine Miller, Pam Millington, Lisa
Mink, Jennifer Mitchell, Mary Modjeski, John
Mohr, Rose Molz, Amy Monahan, Cynthia Moore,
Gregg & Emily Moore, John Moore, Sue Moore,
William & Dianne Moore, Beverly J Moriearty,
Angela Morris, Robert & Jean Morris, Kathleen
Morrison, Allan Mortenson, Anne & Jerry Mosser,
Mother Fools Coffeehouse, Inc., Birgit Moxon,
Chris Muchka, Nikki Muenchow, Kate Mullins,
Richard J Muraski, John Murphy, Tom Murphy,
Peter & Helen Muto, George & Nan Myers

N
Edward Natzke, Ben Neff, Edward Natzke, Ben
Neff, Dr. Doug Nelson, Meg E Nelson, Sara Neu-
bauer, Carol M Neumann, Shirley Neurohr, Sandra
Neve, Mary Nietzel, Kathy Nissley, Gerilynne No-
lan, Linda & Brad Norcross, Seth Nowak, Joyce Ny-
gard, Kristin Nyren

@)
Charlotte O’Callaghan, Katharine H Odell, Laura
& Paul O’Flanagan, David and Ethel Oliensis, Ger-
ald Olive, Corliss Olson, Fred Olson, James and
Margaret Olson, Judy K Olson, Linda & Gordon
Olson, Thomas Osowski

P&Q
Lloyd W Page, Charles & Carolyn Paine, Andrew
Palm, Rori Paloski, Robert Paolino, Kim Parsons,
Grace Paulson, Joe Payne, Revs Charles & Evelyn
Payson, Jon Peacock, Roger Peck, Sally & Bill
Peck, Liza Peckham, Marilyn Pedretti, Jeanne L

Pelletter, Diane Perris, Ronald A Perz, Ted & Kar-
en Peters, Denise Peterson, Donna Peterson, Ver-
non Peterson, Floyd & Kathryn Petrie, Rosemary
Petroll, Erik Pettersen, Charles Phelan, Michael
Phillips, Janet Piddington, Scott Pingel, Dennis
Pinkowski, Barbara Pleva, John & Mary Plummer,
Pamela Porter, Gary Poulson, Sue Presser, Jane
Purse, Luise Quigley

R

Paul H Rabinowitz, Joni Radomski, Joyce Radtke,
Kathy Rafel, Frank Ranallo, Edward R Rang, Roy
Raush, Bev Rawling, M Record, Jr., Mark Redsten,
Jan Reek & Mary Brimeyer, Janis Reek, Robert &
Pamela Reily, John Reindl, Levora Reinhold, Paul
L & Kathy Rempe, Gene Renard, Jerry Repphun,
Nancy Retzlaff, Robert W Richgels, William Rich-
ner, Cynthia A Rieck, Marilyn Rinehart, Theron
Ris, Norman Risjord, Mary Ann Rizzato, David
Robb, Diane Roberts & George Dreckmann, Jean
Roberts, L D Rockwell, Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo, Marl-
iss A Rogers, Barbara Rohl, Winifred Rohlinger,
Sheldon & Cynthia Rose, Ron Rosner & Ronnie
Hess, Heidi Roth, Robert & Helga Rothweiler,
Ann Rozanski, Jerry Rubin, Kathy Ruggles &
John Thomas, Thomas R Rulseh, L Rupert & C
VanSlyke, John & Joan Ruppenthal, Jeff & Linda
Russell, Dennis & Sharon Ryan, Janet & Darrin
Rychlak

S
D Saeger & C McKeachie, Gaspare Saladino, P
Salstrom, Lee Samson, C R Sanabria & D S Dun-
can, Barry & Kathy Sanders, April Sansom, John
Satterwhite, Bill & Susan Saucier, Nick Sayen,
Penny & Dale Schaber, William Schaefer, Marilyn
Schaller, Elaine Schenborn, Jeffrey Schimpff, Rob-
ert Schlack, Jane Schley, June K Schloerb, Caroline
Schmidt, Erich Schmidtke, Robert Schmook, Jane
E Schneider, Richard Schoemer, Michael Schoene-
beck, Tom Schorr, Thelma Schreiner, Bruce Schro-
eder, Mr. & Mrs. Edward Schten, Sheryl Schuck,
Charles Schucknecht, Jacob Schuldies, Micael &
Trina Schuler, William & Ann Schultheis, Judith
Schultz, Paul Schultz, P R Schumann, Thomas &
Karen Schuppe, Sharon Schwarz, Bill & Annema-
rie Scobey-Polacheck, Charles Scott, S Sedlachek
& M Vohs, John & Lynne See, Mary Seibel, Senior
Summer School, Tim Seppalainen, Gail & Allan
Servoss, Shannan Shade, Bonnie Sheerin, Amy
Shefchik, Mary Shepardson, Emilie Shields, JA
Shiner-Bazan, Brendon Shoemaker, Audrey Short,
Virginia Siehr, Peter Sigmann, Thomas Siwicki,
Martina & Mario Skobic, Michael Slater, Anne
Slaughter Perrote, Constance & Chuck Smalley,
Anne Smith, Donald & Susan Smith, Galen & Rose
Smith, Richard Smith & Pat McKearn, J. Calhoun
Smith Revocable Trust, Jan & Richard Snowberg,
Leonard Sobczak, Louis Solomon, Lee Sorensen,
Jon Sorenson, Elaine Spees, Stephanie Spehar, Ste-
phen Spieckerman, R Spindler & M Canales, El-
roy & Esther Spletter, Lizabeth & Bob Srinivasan,
Bob St Louis, Will Stahl, Joan Stall, Mary Stanley,
James J Steffens, Sue Martin Steiner, Don Steinke,
Rose & Trevor Stephenson, Jean Stern, Jeane St-
odola, Patrick Stoffel, Jeff Stoikes, John & Martha
Stoltenberg, Everette Strahl, Thomas Wm Stram

MD, Richard Straub, Sarah Streed & Roger Luhn,
Wayne Strehlow, Valerie Stromquist, Marylyn
Stroup, Bradley J Sullivan, Bruce Sullivan, Rich-
ard Sutter, Geoffrey R Swain, Kathleen Swanson,
Jeffrey L Swiggum

T
Jean Taffs, Dr. George & Margaret Tanner, Linda
Tate, Edward X. Taylor, James Taylor, Hedy R
Telfer, Rayla G. Temin, Irene Temple, Caryl & Bob
Terrell, Ann Terwilliger, Jacinda Tessmann, Keith
& Marcie Thayer, Barbara & Henry Thomas, Mr.
& Mrs. Donald E. Thompson, Eric Thompson,
Dr. Kathleen Tigerman, Ron Tilley, Peter Timbie,
Olive Timmermann, James & Jean Tobin, Chris
Torgeson, Karen & Ron Toshner, Allen & Rose-
mary Toussaint, Jean Toutenhoofd, Bobette R
Traul, Caryn Treiber, Robert J Trotalli, Kathleen &
James Turner, Monica Turner, Kathy Tuttle

U&vV
John Ubel, Moira Urich, Tom & Mary Uttech, Roy
& Lucille Valitchka, Gail & William Van Haren,
Nancy Vedder-Shults, Steve Ventura, Robert Ver-
rette, Gerald Viebrock, Jane Villeneuve, Susan &
David Vondra, Jon James Vriesacker

W

Art Walaszek, Steve & Sonya Waldorf, Amy
Walker, Elizabeth J Wallrath, Linda & Tom Walsh,
Elizabeth Ward, Jay & Melissa Warner, Mrs. Fran-
ces B. Warren, Vicki & Kenneth Warren, Dr. Wal-
ter & Sally Washburn, William & Carol Watkins,
Donna & Paul Watson, Jennie Watson, Vitoria &
Michel Wattiaux, Barbara Weade & Michael Goc,
Rosemary & David Wehnes, Sally Weidemann,
Linda Weitzer, Margaret Wells, Randy Wendt,
Robert Wenger, Richard R. Wentzel, Bill & Gwen
Werner, Gary Werner & Melanie Lord, Mary Wer-
ner, Shahla Werner & Andy Weidert, Warren R
Werner, Liz & Bill Wessel, Michael Westerberg,
Barbara Westhofen, Eric & Vicki Wheeler, Whin
Whinfrey, Barbara Whitney, Lyn & Lyman Wible,
Kirsten Wienholtz, Peter Wilberding, Shirley
Wilde, Oscar Wille, John & Joan Wilson, Patrick
& Bobbie Wilson, Beverly Wiseman, Mike & Pa-
mela Wittenwyler, Sandra Wolens, Eleanor Wolf,
Siman & Deanna Wollitzer, Rose Woodruff, Cecil
Wright, Eva Wright

Y&Z

Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl, Richard Yasko, Kris-
ten Yearm-Wise, David Young, Gregory Younkin,
Richard Zabriskie, Katherine Zajac, Jeff Zajda,
Christine M Zapf, John & Melissa Zapp, Rhonda
Zart, Kathleen Zeglin, Haihua Zhang, Eric Zillgitt,
Janet Zimmerman, Marion Kay Zinn.

These donations were made from November 1,
2010 through October 31, 2011. Thanks also go
out to our many contributors who prefer to remain
anonymous. We try to acknowledge every donor;
if your name is not listed, please know that we
greatly appreciate your support.
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SIERRA CLUB AWARDS

$11,000 TO SAVE COPPER CREEK

By Shahla Werner, PhD, Director, Sierra Club
- John Muir Chapter

About 70 percent of Wisconsin’s population re-
lies on abundant clean groundwater for drink-
ing water. Groundwater is a precious, limited
resource that is stored in underground aquifers
after rain and snow melt seeps into the soil.
Unfortunately, precipitation can’t always make
up for increased pressure on groundwater re-
sulting from industry, irrigation, and other
uses. Only about 10% of water from irrigation
and a third of our rainfall soaks back into the
soil to replenish groundwater supplies.

Excessive groundwater withdrawals impact
local communities by drawing down water
levels in municipal and private wells. This not
only reduces drinking water supply, but it can
also expose populations to unhealthy levels of
toxins, such as arsenic and radionuclides that
have affected people in southeastern Wiscon-
sin. Groundwater extraction can also lower
water levels in lakes, wetlands, and streams,
destroying habitat, reducing property values,
and diminishing recreational activities such as
swimming, fishing, and boating.

There are over 11,000 high-capacity wells
in Wisconsin, each pumping over 100,000
gallons of water per day. Wisconsin current
groundwater protection law authorizes the
DNR to review high-capacity wells proposed
within 1200 feet of a Class I, Il or 111 trout
stream, or an Outstanding or Exceptional Re-
source Water. If a proposed well would draw
down public water supply or cause significant
environmental impacts, the DNR can’t ap-
prove it unless they put measures in place to
address these problems.

Earlier this year, Crawford County citizens
were alarmed to read in the newspaper about a
high-capacity well that had been proposed for
the Town of Utica, less than 550 feet of a Class
| trout stream. The owner of the proposed well,
Dr. Darrell Long of Ohio, claimed in his appli-
cation that the well would be used for “emer-
gency” purposes, although his websites and
public statements suggested that he intended
to sell extracted water for profit. In response,
local residents quickly formed a group called
Save Copper Creek to voice their concerns and
educate the media and the public about the po-
tential negative impacts of this project.
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The Sierra Club has noticed and appreciated
Save Copper Creek’s effective grassroots or-
ganizing work that has brought attention to
this critical issue. This has prompted us to
provide them with an $11,000 grant to sup-
port their legal efforts and ongoing needs for
public outreach and volunteer support. Since
their formation, Save Copper Creek has gath-
ered over 1,100 signatures on a petition voic-
ing concerns about this proposal, garnered
extensive media attention, questioned the
DNR’s Environmental Assessment’s ability to
protect natural resources, and highlighted the
fact that Dr. Long’s property is not zoned for a
commercial high-capacity well with
the town of Utica. They have been
working closely with Midwest En-
vironmental Advocates who provide
them with legal and technical sup-
port.

" . -

\Mother Fool's

Oxganic Fair Trade

ees, teas and
chocolat€s. Local soups
and kombucha. Live
music on weekends.

Their campaign has brought to- .
gether a diverse, bipartisan set of - 4
stakeholders, from farmers to en-
vironmentalists to anglers to local
landowners.

Although Save Copper Creek has £
momentum for their cause, it is ap-
parent that the regulatory climate in
Wisconsin is becoming increasingly
difficult, and this has compounded
their need for outside support. Re-
cently, the state legislature intro-
duced a proposal environmentalists
are calling the Polluters over People

for online permits.

The Sierra Club looks forward to working with
Save Copper Creek in the future as we con-
tinue to highlight how gutting our state’s water
and air protections does nothing to create jobs
and everything to jeopardize public participa-
tion and the precious local natural resources
on which local communities depend.

For more information on this issue, contact
savecoppercreek@gmail.com or Bob Van Ho-
esen, 18641 Gays View Road, Gays Mills, WI
54631, or at 735-4117. &

Just a block from the
bike path and bus
routes.

1101 Williamson St
Madison, WI
608 259-1301

motherfools.com

bill (SS AB / SB 24), supported by
the DNR, that would grant nearly
automatic approval for high-capac-
ity wells after a 30 day period and
eliminate the requirement for some
public hearings and newspaper no-
tifications of permit applications.
Members of Save Copper Creek
and a newspaper staffer from the
Crawford County Independent at-
tended the public hearing on this
bill to tell their story about how
this policy affected their situation.
Their work made a difference when

Green conclereceE

SUPPORT LOCAL & GREEN BUSINES

Traverel

WHEREVER YOU GO

GREENCONCIERGETRAVEL.COM
toll free 877.200.2844 | local 608.204.2717

the bill was amended and reintro-
duced as AB421. The amended
bill removes automatic permits for
high capacity wells and inserts pro-
visions requiring newspaper notice

Green Concierge Travel

546 Woodside Terrace, Madison, WI 53711

(p) 608-204-2717

liz@greenconciergetravel.com * greenconciergetravel.com



by Gary Casper, PhD

Halloween is just past as | write about the can-
nibals in our midst. At first I thought they were
all child cannibals, then | realized some were
adults that just looked like children. Not all
were cannibals, but all were fierce predators.
So tough that they mate submerged in ice wa-
ter. 1 am talking about tiger salamanders and
they are not called “tigers” for nothing! They
are a fascinating survival machine.

Something identifiable as a salamander crawled
through the Jurassic swamps about 170 million
years ago in what was to become China, Brit-
ain and North America. At this time dinosaurs
ruled, the super-continent Pangaea was break-
ing apart and humans were nothing but a prob-
ability in the DNA code of early mammals. In
Wisconsin, tiger salamanders today are found
sandwiched between the southwestern Drift-
less Area and the forested northern third of the
state, a seemingly odd distribution probably
reflecting their preference for grasslands with
richer soils and avoidance of dry prairies in the
southwest. They are fairly tolerant of distur-
bance and often found in urban settings.

THE BASIC SURVIVAL PLAN

Tiger salamanders enter breeding ponds just
after ice out and form breeding congregations.
An intricate dance culminates in the deposit of
spermatophores which are picked up by the fe-
males for internal fertilization. Eggs are then
laid, encased in jelly and attached to twigs,
leaves and stems. The adults then leave the pond
and the eggs remain until hatching some 3-4
weeks later. Salamander larvae then occupy the
pond as top level predators, eating anything that
can fit in their mouths, hence “tigers”, normally
transforming to adult form in late summer fol-
lowed by leaving the pond. Adults spend most
of their time foraging nocturnally and living in
burrows in grasslands and woodlots, even gar-
dens. They are fairly long lived, 15 years, and
thus are adapted to wait out droughts, missing
reproduction for several years before trying

WISCONSIN NATIVE SPECIES

EASTERN TIGER

again when rains return, a handy adaptation in
drought prone areas.

IMPROVISATION

Upon this basic survival plan are overlain
some very interesting strategies. In 1993 tiger
salamander larvae were discovered in a raw
water reservoir at the Badger Army Ammuni-
tion Plant in Sauk County. In 1995 I collected
some of these gilled larvae, trapped in the huge
3 million gallon open tank, for examination.
By the time | got them to my lab they were
already laying eggs. Huh? Larvae are not sup-
posed to have functional reproductive systems!
As it turns out, the phenomenon of retaining
juvenile physical characteristics into maturity,
known as “neoteny,” was already known from
western populations of tiger salamanders but
never reported east of the Mississippi River.
The salamanders trapped in the reservoir had
found a way to survive. If they transformed and
lost their gills they would drown. As neotenics,
they can survive and reproduce. Somehow this
ability was expressed from the genetic code in
this unique situation, and hundreds of neotenic
salamanders now occupy the reservoir, feeding
on anything else that falls in, and each other.
Cannibalism is well known in larval salaman-
ders, whose ability to consume is limited only
by their gape size. Cannibals have large heads,
wide gapes and enlarged teeth, the better to eat
their neighbors with. My colleagues and | have
been examining more of these trapped sala-
manders, and while we haven’t seen all of the
typical cannibal characters, some are present.
We have also followed up on reports of over-
wintering larvae from natural ponds which
also appear to be neotenic, and possibly can-
nibalistic.

Why do salamanders sometimes refuse to grow
up, and sometimes eat each other? It’s all about
survival. When ponds dry up or freeze out, lar-
vae will die and only normal terrestrial adults
will survive to breed again, protected in their
underground burrows. When ponds do not dry
up, neotenics have the advantage, being bigger
and able to dominate the aquatic system. When
deep freezes occur without snow cover, many
normal adults die in their burrows without the
insulating snow, but the neotenics survive in

SALAMANDER

their ice covered ponds to breed again. Using
these mixed strategies allows the salamanders
to cover all the bases, ensuring that no matter
what the weather, some portion of the popula-
tion will survive to breed again.

CONSERVATION

Despite these amazing adaptations, tiger sala-
manders do have some conservation require-
ments - mainly, a suitable breeding pond sur-
rounded by suitable upland habitat. They are
also sensitive to chemical pollution, such as
nitrogen based fertilizers, pharmaceuticals,
pesticides, herbicides, salt and runoff from
roadways. Studies have shown that salaman-
ders typically need up to a 1,000 foot buffer of
suitable habitat around their breeding pond. If
this requirement isn’t met, or if the buffer/core
habitat is too fragmented by roads or other
non-habitat, then the salamanders often disap-
pear. So salamander conservation is mainly
about landscape planning. Communities can
retain their salamanders by ensuring adequate
buffers of natural habitat remain around tem-
porary ponds, permanent ponds, lakeshores
and marshes and managing pollution. Do this
and you may see this marvelously adapted ani-
mal appear in your neighborhood.

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST

The raw water reservoir harboring the neotenic
salamanders is scheduled to be drained and de-
commissioned in 2013. The salamanders will
not survive without assistance. Plans are need-
ed to move them to new wetlands where it is
likely their unique stable neoteny will be lost,
but its potential will continue in their genes. &

Gary Casper has been studying Wisconsin am-
phibians and reptiles for over 35 years, mostly
at the Milwaukee Public Museum where he
built the collections and developed collection
databases. He has published over 90 articles
and scientific papers and manages the Wiscon-
sin Herp Atlas through the UWM Field Station
(google Awi herp atlas@). When not playing
his guitar, Gary spends most of his time on re-
search and habitat restoration projects, and is
currently forming a state chapter of Partners
in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation.
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THE GREEN REVIEW

By Amy Lou Jenkins

One of the oldest story traditions in
human history celebrates the concept
of the tree of life. With the tallest
branches reaching toward heaven, and
the deepest roots approaching the un-
derworld, the middle of the tree stands in the here and now. In many
parts of world, in most of North America and in all of Wisconsin, our
lives are intertwined with trees. The connection is physical: shelter,
warmth, food, oxygen and more. The connection is mystical: we enter
reality when we enter the woods. The authenticity of that space incu-
bates feelings and thoughts that flee from more civilized settings. If
you are lucky enough to come across a trail marker tree, you find a
human history superimposed on an already remarkable form of life.
These trees captivate.

There was a time that trail marker trees could be authenticated because
they belonged to a discoverable network, but that time is long gone.
Now these trees, bent and tied down as saplings to serve as trail signs,
persist only in singles or small groupings of aging giants. The scope of
the network is lost. They might have all passed into relative obscurity,
but Dennis Downes has been cataloging and celebrating these trees for
nearly three decades. Downes, more widely known as an artist and
sculptor, captures images, histories and stories of these trees in his new
release, Native American Marker Trees.

I met Downes when writing Every Natural Fact. | wanted him to au-
thenticate some trail marker trees, so | could write about them fac-
tually. In researching trail marker trees, the inquisitor comes across
a paucity of experts. Perhaps that is why so many of Downes’ intro-
ductions to marker trees begin with a curious arborphiliacs finding
Downes through the organization he founded: The Great Lakes Trail
Marker Tree Society. It wasn’t so easy to contact him a few years ago;
he’s only recently acquiesced to using email and a cell phone. But we

NATIVE AMERICAN MARKER TREES:
MARKING PATHS THROUGH THE WILDERNESS

by Dennis Downes with Neal Samors, Chicago’s Book Press, 2011.

did meet: he met me in the woods, explored the trees with me and even
included a few details of our introduction via trail marker tree in this
book. If there is a conflict of interest in writing this review, it resides in
a common love for natural antiquities.

Downes defines and explains various shapes of marker trees and shares
his personal connections to the natural world, rooted in family experi-
ences and adult wanderings. He leads a chapter by chapter expedition
throughout the Midwest, Ontario, East, Southeast, Mid-South and as
far west as Colorado. He’s gathered hundreds of photographs, stories
of tree protectors and tree mutilators, scattered research and current
information. The sum of this information communicates a reverence
for marked trails that led through deep stretches of unbroken forests.
The making of these trails existed within an assumption that the forest
and markers would last many generations. It didn’t matter if the sapling
would take a few decades to turn into a signpost because future gen-
erations would be able to find their way. Downes has approached this
project with the same long-term care. He’s spent decades working to
trace the general history of marking trails with pointing trees and the
specific history of individual trees.

Downes has also helped others to emulate the Native American prac-
tice of bending saplings to make trail marker trees. It’s an act that re-
lies on the belief that the tree, and a resource intact enough to deserve
being pointed at, will be around for several hundred years. Pointing
trees are not made for short-term gain. Downes hopes that the prac-
tice of creating trail marker trees will be thoughtfully resurrected.
He’s already helped the Winnetka Illinois historical society to shape
trees in their village. Those who shape the living signposts have an
understanding that the trunk of a tree can send a message to the fu-
ture. It’s an act of hope. &

A review copy was provided for this review by Chicago Books Press.

Amy Lou Jenkins BSN MFA is the author of Every Natural Fact, the winner of the USA Book Award for Environmental Writing. Her article
“The Leopold Exponent™ is published in the current issue of “The Outlook Magazine.” If you have a book of interest to Sierra Club Mem-
bers that you would like considered for “ The Green Review,” contact Amy Lou at www.AmyLouJenkins.com.

SATURDAY , JANUARY 7: RIVER TOURING SECTION ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK

Whether you’re a long time member or you paddled with us the for first time
this year, we hope to see you at the River Touring Section’s Annual Meeting
and Potluck on Saturday, January 7, 2012 at the Village of Summit Village
Hall near Oconomowoc.

The visiting starts at 11 a.m. We’'ll have a potluck lunch at noon, followed
by our annual business meeting. We'll briefly discuss the 2011 financial
report, the 2012 budget, plan the next meeting, and elect a 2012 chair.

We end with slides and entertaining stories from our members’ trips this
year. Our main goal is filling the 2012 calendar with paddling adventures.
Please bring a dish to share and your own plates, cups and utensils. RTS
will provide beverages.

Be sure to bring any paddling gear you'd like to sell or trade. Please call
Gregg Riemer for further details or to get on the program, 608-257-5239
or duNord@sbcglobal.net.
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REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR 2012

QUETICO/BOUNDARY WATERS

PADDLING ADVENTURES

Quetico Provincial Park in Ontario, Canada
offers truly a most unique and leading ca-

noe experience.

You’ve heard, read and

dreamed about these Boundary Waters and
now you can experience them for a fraction

of the price under expert guidance. Pad-
dle, portage and camp in this pristine wil-
derness with new friends who share your
spirit of adventure and love of nature’s
wonders. Expect to see some of the same
wildlife that voyageurs, trappers and an-
cient Ojibway saw as you travel the same
waterways. Learn the history of this sto-
ried land as you revel in its clear, drink-

able waters, star-lit skies and deafening silence. A minimum of two layover
days are planned for swimming, photography, fishing, hiking, exploring or just plain relaxing.
These are trips you will talk about for many years to come.

All Quetico trip leaders are experienced veterans of the area with requisite Wilderness First Aid
training. For participants*, experience is not a requirement, but a good attitude and physical
fitness are essential. Crews are limited by the permit system to nine participants. All trips are
8 days, 7 nights, from put-in through take-out with travel time to and from the area in addition.
Travel to and from the base/starting point is not considered part of the trip although carpooling
is encouraged and generally coordinated by participants. Fees include canoes, group equipment,
meals, necessary lodging and park permits and taxes. Not included are personal equipment
(including clothing, tents and sleeping gear), pre/post trip travel, passports, personal permits and
fishing licenses. Contact trip leaders for additional information, including registration, which

will include a $100 deposit. &

AUGUST 10 - 18

TRIP LEADERS
Mike McQuilkin
253-219-9208
sumequ@comcast.net

Scott McQuilkin
253-988-4394
lo86blazer@aol.com

DEPARTURE POINT
Camp Quetico, Atikokan, Ontario

OPTIONAL MEETING POINT
International Falls, MN

COST: $600

CHAPTER SPONSOR
Cascade Chapter, with a hearty
welcome to John Muir members.

Mike and Scott’s trip emphasiz-
es Quetico’s world-class fish-
ing for bass, walleye and north-
ern pike, spectacular scenery
through 20 of the area’s lakes
and 3 layover days.

AUGUST 17 - 26

TRIP LEADER

Nancy McDermott
608-238-1421
njmederm@gmail.com

DEPARTURE POINT
Canoe Canada, Atikokan, Ontario

COST: $525

Nancy’s trip covers a shorter
distance and features ancient
Ojibway pictographs, excellent
scenery, two base camps with
ample fishing opportunities and
delicious home-cooked, light-
weight meals including camp-
baked treats.

AUGUST 25 - SEPT 3

TRIP LEADERS

Jane McMillan

815-543-2756
janellmemillan@sbcglobal.net

Bill Moore
262-785-9022
environ1@sbcglobal.net

DEPARTURE POINT
Sommers Canoe Base, Moose
Lake, Ely, Minnesota

COST: $495

Jane and Bill’s adventure fea-
tures pictographs, waterfalls,
two layover camps, voyageur
history, laser-lit stargazing,
fishing opportunities and Bill’s
famous fire-baked bannock
bread.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED: Each trip includes
the name and contact information of the trip leaders.
You must call the leaders prior to the trip to register
and to get the logistics of the trip (when and where it
departs.) Trip leaders can provide information about
the trip and help you assess your abilities to partici-
pate. Leaders reserve the right to limit participation
based on the number of people registered, participant
skill levels, trip difficulty, and other reasons.

GEAR: You are responsible for providing all of your
gear—boat, paddles, life jacket, bail bucket, and
so on. You'll also need to provide weather-appro-
priate clothing. This means a wet or dry suit for
early and late season runs and for whitewater as
well as gear to minimize sun exposure, such as a
hat and sunglasses.

All participants MUST wear a properly fitted and se-
curely fastened life jacket on all the trips and in the
clinics. You are responsible for providing all of your
camping equipment, tents, sleeping bag, food, etc.

CLASSES OF WATER: We want your RTS experi-
ence to be fun. We also want it to be safe. The In-
ternational Scale of River Rating Difficulty is a guide
for assessing the difficulty of a stretch of water and
will help you decide if a trip is appropriate for you
and your skill level. Many of these trips are suitable
for paddlers with solid flatwater canoe skills. Trip
leaders are always happy to discuss the nature of
the river with you.

LIABILITY WAIVER & REQUIREMENTS: All participants
are required to sign a liability waiver prior to the trip and abide
by decisions made by the trip leaders. If you would like to read
the liability waiver form before you sign up for a trip or clinic,
please see:  http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/
forms/. CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel
does not constitute approval by the State of CA.

TRANSPORTATION: You are responsible for provid-
ing your own transportation to and from the river.
We can identify people who have space in their car
and people who need rides, but we do not make
transportation arrangements.

OTHER: We do not allow non-paddlers, pets, glass
containers, or alcoholic beverages on our trips while
we are on the water.

Notice: CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller
of travel does not constitute approval by the State
of California

*In order to participate in a Sierra Club Outing, you
will need to sign a liability waiver. The Sierra Club
does not have insurance for carpooling arrange-
ments and assumes no liability for them. Partici-
pants assume the risks associated with this travel.

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? Visit wisconsin.sierra-
club.org/rts/ or contact: Meg Nelson, RTS Chair, at:
prairiesmoke2@gmail.com, 608-242-8633.
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JOHN MUIR CHAPTER CALENDAR

2012 EXCOM MEETINGS

January 14

First United Methodist Church, 615 Broadway, Baraboo

2012 EVENTS

January 7

January 13

February 18

February 21
April 3
October 12-14

River Touring Section Annual Meeting and Potluck
Village of Summit Village Hall near Oconomowoc
Begins at 11am, see page 14 for details

Renewable Energy Summit, UW — Madison Pyle Center,
details at: http.//www.renewwisconsin.org/

Concert For Social Change with Folk Singer Tom Nielson.
A fundraiser promoting responsible mining.

Bartell Theatre, Madison — 3pm.

Hosted by the Four Lakes Group www.4lakes.org

Spring Primary
Spring Election and Presidential Preference Primary

2012 Sierra Club Autumn Assembly
Holiday Home Camp, Williams Bay WI
Hosted by the Southeast Gateway Group

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation

1) Publication title: Muir View (The). 2) Publication number: 0199-0489. 3) Filing date: 09/09/11.
4) Issue frequency: quarterly. 5) Number of issues published annually: four. 6) Annual
subscription price: $5.00 or part of dues of Sierra Club membership. 7) Complete mailing address
of known office of publication: Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter, 222 S. Hamilton Street, Suite 1,
Madison, Dane County, W 53703-3201. Contact person: Jacinda Tessmann, telephone number:
(608) 256-0565. 8) Complete mailing address of headquarters or general business office of
publisher: Same as No. 7. 9) Full names and complete mailing addresses of publisher, editor, and
managing editor: Publisher: Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter, 222 S. Hamilton St., Suite 1,
Madison, W1 53703-3201. Editor: Jenny Peek, 2516 Hoard St., Madison, W| 53704. Managing
Editor: Same as Editor. 10) Owner: Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter, 222 S. Hamilton Street, Suite
1, Madison, W1 53703-3201. 11. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders
owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages or other securities:
None. 12) Tax status. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization and the
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the preceding 12 nearest to filing date
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15a Total no. of copies (net press run) 12,639 12,985
15b1 Mailed outside-county paid subscriptions 12,203 12,608
stated on PS form 3541
15b2 Mailed in-county paid subscriptions 0 0
stated on PS form 3541
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first-class mail)
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159 Copies not distributed 93 34
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