
Fracked gas (commonly known as natural gas, though there 
is nothing “natural” about it) has been touted as the “bridge 
fuel” for clean energy. However, there is nothing clean about 
the environmental damage and degradation caused by fracked 
gas. Like other fossil fuels, fracked gas emits carbon dioxide 
and methane, another potent greenhouse gas, into our 
environment. Fracked gas energy production is also a water-
intensive process, and its dirty water continues to pollute 
our environment and endanger our health. As defenders of 
our environment and communities, we are actively working 
against the use of fracked gas in Wisconsin.

Since 2018, two utility companies, Minnesota Power and 
Dairyland Energy Cooperative, have planned to bring dirty 
fracked gas into Superior, Wisconsin. The Nemadji Trail 
Energy Center (NTEC), would cost Wisconsin customers 
over $700 million. NTEC is located only 1.2 miles from the 
Nemadji River, a significant cultural area for the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. NTEC would also divert 
5.4 million gallons of groundwater from the Lake Superior 
basin. It has never been more clear that Wisconsin needs to 
become a 100 percent clean energy state. 

Fracked gas has been used for more than six decades in the 
United States. Since 2015, more than 50 percent of gas used 
for energy consumption in the United States has derived from 
fracked gas. Since fracked gas has become a leading energy 
source in the United States, oil is acquired at a faster rate and 
has since lowered the cost of gas while causing the closings of 
traditional oil power plants. 

Fracked gas is only considered economically feasible by the 
companies that use it. This past fall the Rocky Mountain 
Institute (RMI) conducted research on the economic viability 
of fracked gas and clean energy. In their reports, RMI states 
that the cost of fracked gas has already reached its peak in our 
energy economy. Furthermore, current and future investments 
into fracked gas power plants are likely to create “stranded 
costs” of over $10 billion by the mid-2030s. This includes the 
Nemadji Trail Energy Center. Wisconsin customers will have 
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Leaders of the Coulee Region Group deliver petitions in opposition 
to the NTEC gas plant to Dairyland. 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

It’s about caring
I recently heard from a couple of our members how sorry 
they were they couldn’t give more to support our chapter and 
our work. But the usual (and true) response -- “We really 
appreciate whatever you can give, and any amount matters” -- 
only scratches the surface. 

What underlies the financial and volunteer support we get 
from our members is that you care. And when it’s hard to give, 
but someone does anyhow, it means they care that much more. 
I wish to recognize the many people who, when faced with 
tough decisions due to limited means, choose to give anyhow 
to create a better future for people and our planet. I find that 
inspiring.

It’s also heart breaking, and I feel some sadness. Why are so 
many people struggling to get by, often due to circumstances 
they had little control over, yet wouldn’t be if we valued people 
more and everyone received a living wage? Yet they are the 
ones who feel guilty for not giving more. That’s one reason 
the Sierra Club chooses to get involved in political, social and 
economic justice issues. How much better off would we all be 
if people had the wherewithal to contribute what they wanted 
to causes they care about?

I’m also reminded of something that linguist George Lakoff 
said at the end of a PBS interview with Tavis Smiley about 
our political system, “Without caring, there is no democracy.” 
In these troubled times, isn’t that really what underlies many 

of our current problems, that what we see occurring is anger 
turned to hate, not caring?

It takes courage to come back with caring when one is 
wronged or hurt by others. It takes courage to give.  But that’s 
why I’m so grateful we have such dedicated members who give 
even when it is hard, and volunteers who give even when there 
are so many other demands of their time.

The new year will bring many challenges, but maybe that’s all 
the more reason to exhibit your caring. Together, we can rise 
up and find hope and compassion and a path forward that 
is uplifting. The gifts our members and supporters provide 
bolster us and our spirits. But giving also lifts the spirits of 
those who give, who do something out of caring. That’s why 
I tell people to give until it feels good. Because it does, and 
those with little have often given a lot of themselves.

On behalf of myself; the rest of our board; and our great staff, 
Jacinda Tessmann, Elizabeth Ward, Cassie Steiner and Katie 
Hogan, thank you for your caring and previous support. Please 
know that especially with your backing, we are dedicated to 
doing even more in the coming year.

Don Ferber
Chapter Chair
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JOHN MUIR CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS
Thanks so much to the approximately 360 John Muir Chapter members who voted in our contested election to add three 
new volunteers to our Chapter Executive Committee (similar to a board of directors). We were fortunate to have five great 
candidates with a variety of interests and skills who ran for the Executive Committee. 

The three top vote getters (in alphabetical order) were Christopher Beaver, Linda Frank, and Laura Lane, who we will 
welcome to the board in January. In addition, we have one open position that the board will also appoint. We look forward 
to the new board members contributing their enthusiasm and skills, and we thank James Davies and Heather Wittrock for 
running for the Executive Committee. We value all of our volunteers, and it is only because so many contribute their skills 
and dedication in so many ways that we achieve all we do. 
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Get Involved in 2020!
Everything we do, every event we have, every victory we 
win, is all because of the work of our amazing, hardworking, 
and dedicated volunteers. From entering petition data at a 
volunteer night, to leading a team or group, YOU are what 
makes everything Sierra Club does possible. 

To better support our volunteer grassroots activists, 2019 
held a series of firsts. In April we introduced monthly 
volunteer work nights in Madison, where we complete many 
volunteer tasks together, learn new skills and accomplish 
more together than we ever could have on our own. 

Another first for us was a two-day training we hosted for 
our volunteers and leaders in November. Two trainers from 
the Midwest Academy joined us in Madison and led 35 
of our volunteer leaders through a weekend of trainings, 
activities and exercises. Together, we learned about campaign 
strategy and how to write a campaign plan, and at the end of 
the weekend, all of our campaigns had strong and action-
oriented plans started for 2020. 

This year will be an incredibly busy one, and if you’re 
looking to get involved, we have a role that can fit your 
schedule, interests and needs. 

ONE-OFF OPPORTUNITIES -- 
ATTEND A VOLUNTEER WORK NIGHT NEAR YOU! 
These volunteer nights allow you to spend an hour or two 
volunteering in person with a group of like-minded people. 
Come to one or come back each month. These are great 
because you can come and help out without taking any 
volunteer work home. There are currently regular volunteer 
nights in Madison (second Wednesday of every month), and 
Racine and Kenosha (the second Thursday of every month, 
starting Racine in January, Kenosha in February, etc.). More 
volunteer nights are in the works at other locations around 

the state, so check out the events happening near you on 
our website or Facebook page! Want to see a volunteer night 
near you? Email kathryn.hogan@sierraclub.org to let us know! 

SPECIFIC VOLUNTEER ROLES -- 
JOIN A COMMUNICATION TEAM 
Only interested in one specific volunteer task? Love phone 
banking? Want to send texts for events and petitions around 
the state to our members and supporters sporadically? 
Only want to work on graphic design? Love creating social 
media content? We are assembling teams to do each of 
those things! You will be a part of a team that gets sporadic 
assignments when our campaign teams need it, and you will 
be able to plug into this work remotely, whenever you are 
available to do so. It is a great way to learn about a specific 
skill and contribute as you are able from the comfort of your 
own home. 

JOIN A CONSERVATION ISSUE TEAM 
THAT WORKS TOGETHER LONG-TERM 
TO ACHIEVE SUBSTANTIAL CAMPAIGN GOALS
We have seven of these teams, each with its own campaign 
focus that you can learn more about below. These are all 
action-oriented teams and being a member could mean 
anything from helping plan an event and strategizing with 
the team, to designing social media content or writing a 
petition or press release. These are long-term teams, and 
the opportunities to learn and contribute within your own 
schedule are endless. No experience is needed -- just a 
passion for the issue area and a willingness to contribute as 
you are able!

Want to get involved, learn more, or ask questions? Email 
Katie at kathryn.hogan@sierraclub.org. She is waiting to hear 
from you!

to pay the cost for the plant and its failing economic impact.

In comparison to clean energy, the Rocky Mountain Institute states that Clean Energy Portfolios (CEP), a combination of solar 
and wind energy, provides the same amount of energy, capacity, and flexibility as new fracked gas plants with lower costs. Since 
the early 2010s, CEP costs have decreased by 80 percent and the cost to run and use clean energy undercuts the current cost of 
fracked gas. RMI also reports that by 2035, more than 90 percent of proposed gas power plants, if built, would be uneconomic 
to run compared to building a CEP. Wisconsin needs to divert its time, energy, and money into clean energy, so Wisconsinites 
do not pay for fracked gas power plant failures in the near future.

Fracked gas also creates direct, negative impacts on our environment. In September 2019, the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission (PSC) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) released the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for Nemadji Trail Energy Center. From the DNR’s analysis, the most significant environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed power plant are the loss of wetlands and soil erosion, both due to construction. The wetlands lost during construction 
not only harms the local flora and fauna, it also disturbs and disrupts the cultural and historical importance of the Red Cliff 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5
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Introducing New Sierra Club Staff in Wisconsin!
ELIZABETH WARD, 
NEW CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

The Sierra Club – John Muir 
Chapter is very pleased to 
announce that Elizabeth Ward, 
our longtime program staffer, 
has accepted the position as 
our new Chapter Director.  
Elizabeth brings exceptional 
skills gained in her nine-
plus years with the Chapter, 
and is very familiar with our 
campaigns and with Wisconsin’s 
challenges – and opportunities! 
She has shown exemplary 

leadership and truly values Sierra Club’s grassroots structure 
and volunteer leadership. She also has provided strong support 
and guidance in other programmatic areas that will serve 
her well as she takes on added administrative and financial 
leadership. Her expertise and passion make her a perfect fit to 
take the chapter into the next decade.
 
Elizabeth and the rest of the staff (Volunteer Coordinator 
Katie Hogan, Campaign Coordinator Cassie Steiner, and 
Chapter Coordinator Jacinda Tessmann) will continue 
to support our issue teams, committees, Groups, and 
programmatic work.  The Chapter is currently hiring for an 
additional program staff person.

In addition, we have three new staff people from the 
Beyond Coal campaign that joined us in the fall:

MATT EARLEY, WISCONSIN STATE 
BEYOND COAL CAMPAIGN REPRESENTATIVE

Matt Earley is the new 
Wisconsin State Campaign 
Representative for the Beyond 
Coal Campaign. After almost 
20 years in the private sector, 
Matt is excited to be dedicating 
his time to fighting fossil fuels 
and helping to bring clean and 
renewable energy to Wisconsin. 
When Matt is not shutting 
down coal plants with the 
incredible Wisconsin team, he 
can be found hanging out with 

his family, running around the woods with his big old dog, 
or playing loud music in a dive bar with one of his music 
projects.

JENNA YEAKLE, 
ORGANIZING REPRESENTATIVE, DULUTH

Jenna Yeakle is the new 
Organizing Representative 
in Duluth (her hometown!), 
joining Minnesota’s Beyond 
Coal Campaign. She will be 
advocating for 100 percent clean 
energy in Duluth, (including 
fighting the NTEC gas plant 
proposed in Superior, WI). 
Jenna will also be fighting for 
clean water and land use in the 
face of oil and sulfide mining as 
well as lifting up environmental 

justice solutions in the Twin Ports community. Jenna has spent 
the last few years in community health with a focus on food 
justice and health equity and is eager to use her organizing 
skills for the local and national environmental issues she is 
passionate about.

JESS HAVEN,
ORGANIZING REPRESENTATIVE, OAK CREEK

Jess Haven joins us as a new 
Organizing Representative. 
She brings a background in 
social justice, public policy and 
social work to her new role, 
and is enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to formalize her 
passion for advocacy in the 
context of environmental justice 
in her home state. Jess is eager to 
effectively support Wisconsin’s 
robust volunteer base and 
the Clean Power Coalition of 

Southeast Wisconsin in efforts to achieve 100% clean energy. 

Some of Jess’ hobbies and interests include writing, kitchen 
experiments, vintage fashion, documentary photography and 
filmmaking, exploring the incredible US landscape near and 
far, and making seasonal visits to beloved Lake Michigan to 
satisfy a deeply rooted need to be awestruck on a regular basis.
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Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians.

The EIS also addressed the Nemadji Trail Energy Center’s 
impacts on climate change and air pollution. Fracked gas 
emits 117 pounds of carbon dioxide per thousand cubic 
feet. Carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, is a key driver of 
climate change, which has both global and local impacts. In 
Wisconsin, climate change will increase severe storms, lower 
the water level in the Great Lakes, inland lakes and streams, 
and change our natural landscape in general, impacting our 
agriculture.

Uncombusted fracked gas also contributes to climate change 
by emitting methane. Methane, another greenhouse gas, is 
far more potent than carbon dioxide. Methane is commonly 
leaked from uncombusted oil into the atmosphere through 
holes and inconsistencies in oil pipelines. Once it is leaked, it 
absorbs the sun’s heat, and warms the atmosphere at a faster 
rate the carbon dioxide. During the first two decades after its 
release, methane is 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 
Currently, 25 percent of our manmade global warming is due 
to methane emissions. The Nemadji Trail Energy Center is not 
only detrimental to our cultural history, it is detrimental to 
our future, which is why we need clean energy. 

Fracked gas is also extremely water-intensive. In order for the 
Nemadji Trail Energy Center to operate, five wells would be 
constructed to divert 5.4 million gallons of water per day, an 
average of 750 gallons of water per well per minute. NTEC 
will also divert water from a local aquifer. The need for water 
at this proposed plant may dry up the existing aquifer nearby. 

Using water from Lake Superior basin and underground 
aquifers increases the risk of aquifers running dry and lowering 
the Great Lakes water levels. 

The large amount of water used to create energy also means 
Wisconsin will have to deal with wastewater. The proposed 
sewer pipelines to to discharge wastewater have negative 
environmental impacts of their own. This includes stormwater 
runoff and excessive sedimentation. These environmental 
impacts not only devastate our environment, they also degrade 
and dirty our drinking water. Furthermore, fracked gas is not 
regulated within the Clean Water Drinking Act’s Underground 
Injection Control Program. This leaves our communities with 
unregulated, dirty water. 

Wisconsin needs to be at the forefront of clean energy for 
the United States. Although fracked gas has been considered 
a “bridge fuel” to a clean energy future, it is not. It is a dirty 
and costly fossil fuel. The Sierra Club -- John Muir Chapter 
is an active proponent in working to achieve 100 percent 
clean energy in our state. We deserve to have clean water and 
air for our state and region—it is a right. We owe it to our 
future to decrease our carbon and methane footprints. The 
PSC will make a decision on whether to allow the plant to 
move forward in mid-February. The Department of Natural 
Resources is still reviewing the permits they would grant. As 
Wisconsinites, we must pressure our utilities to invest in clean 
energy and stop the Nemadji Trail Energy Center from ever 
being built.

Sarah Kear
Chapter Organizing Project Aide

Continued from page 3

2019 Volunteer Appreciation and Awards Event
In October, over 50 volunteers, leaders, and partners gathered in Milwaukee to celebrate our outstanding volunteers and 
community leaders for their work on behalf of the environment. From new activists to lifetime achievements, we want to 
acknowledge the amazing efforts and accomplishments of our 2019 award winners and inspire each other to move forward in 
2020.

2019’S AWARD WINNERS ARE:

James Davies, member of our Transportation Team, received 
this year’s New Activist Award for 
his work advocating for public 
transit accessibility and biking and 
walking infrastructure.  

Roswitha Both received this 
year’s LD Rockwell Award, the 
award given to an individual who 
has provided exceptional service 
to our political program.  Rose 
has attended legislative town 
halls of multiple state Assembly 

and Senators and has consistently held local legislators 
accountable for their votes on bills like the Wetland 
Destruction Act. 

 

Continued on page 10
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UPDATES 
FROM THE GROUPS

Our volunteer-led local groups engage at the city, 
county and local region level. They engage new 
members and volunteers and push for local policy 
changes. Here are just a few of the many 2019 
highlights from our local groups.

CHIPPEWA VALLEY GROUP

The Chippewa Valley Group of the Sierra Club has 
stayed busy in 2019, with a monthly outing and a 
monthly educational program. Programs highlighted 
many topics including the importance of the Great 
Lakes, the Driftless area, water conservation, and 
more. 

COULEE REGION GROUP

While it was far from the only effort, insuring clean, renewable power, including securing passage of the Ready for 100 resolution by 
the City and County of La Crosse, was the main effort for the Coulee Region Group in 2019.  To involve the public, we sponsored 
a Community Climate Resolution Discussion in January and a follow-up Imagining Carbon Free forum in April.   We created an 
online Community Energy Survey to gauge opinions and an online petition for residents to request Ready for 100 passage in their 
community. 
 
Coulee Group board member Cathy Van Maren is on the La 
Crosse city and county Joint Sustainability Commission, where she 
worked with city and county staff and elected officials to draft and 
advance resolutions.  We were rewarded in July when the La Crosse 
Common Council passed a resolution committing the community 
of La Crosse to transitioning to 100 percent renewable energy and 
zero percent carbon emissions by 2050 or sooner.  

The Joint Sustainability Commission will soon advance a similar 
resolution to the La Crosse County Board.  Meanwhile, the Coulee 
Region Group is working to assure that funds are allocated, actions 
are taken, and results tracked to measure progress toward the goals 
stated in the plan.  Kathy Allen and Cathy Van Maren have led this 
effort in the Coulee Group.

FOX VALLEY GROUP

The Fox Valley Group serves seven counties with 11 monthly meetings 
in northern Appleton.  We are a social group with two of our 
meetings being potluck events: Summer picnic and December holiday 
party.  The other public meetings involve interesting speakers and 
announcements about activities and issues.
 
We have frequent outings of seasonal quiet outdoor activities that are 
accessible to most.  In recent years we have organized an Earth Day 
Hike for the public utilizing trails around the Fox River in Appleton, 
Neenah and Menasha.  712 people participated last April, making it 
our largest hike.

We are advocating against the Back 40 Mine from being built on the 
shore of the Menominee River and against the Kohler Company from 
building a private golf course using State Park land.

We also occasionally organize environmental rallies and events for the 
public.  This past May our “Wisconsin Loves Parks” event supported 
High Cliff State Park with camping and garlic mustard pulling.
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GREAT WATERS GROUP (GWG) 

•	 GWG joined the coalition pushing for a Milwaukee City/County 
Task Force on Climate and Economic Equity and has a seat on 
that new task force. Members also are involved in the Chapter’s 
transportation team, spoke out against We Energies rate increases 
and joined the youth climate march. 

•	 Monthly programs included presentations on issues in our watershed 
at Schlitz Audubon and Lake Michigan, and plastic-free initiatives.

•	 Our recent focus on urban issues continues as we linked 
“Environmental Justice Matters II,” presented by community leaders, 
with the Earth Day celebration we co-sponsor at the Urban Ecology 
Center-Washington Park (UEC), and a cleanup at Lincoln Creek. 
GWG, our Nearby Nature program and UEC also co-hosted an On 
the Table community discussion on environmental justice.

•	 The group hosted more than a dozen outings in 2019, with about 
150 people attending. A commitment to Havenwoods State Forest 
continued with multiple interpretive and stewardship outings. Other 
events of note included hikes on the Ice Age Trail, paddles in Lincoln 
Park and a training for new outings leaders.

•	 GWG hosted Wisconsin Loves Parks events at Havenwoods and also 
Kohler-Andrae State Park, where members have been fighting the 
golf course expansion.

SOUTHEAST GATEWAY GROUP (SEGG)

The Southeast Gateway Group offered monthly educational programs 
including an update from State Representative Greta Neubauer on clean 
energy and climate initiatives in the state, a presentation on the rapid 
growth developments in wind power by Chris Nolan, a senior manager 
for Vestas, and current challenges for the Great Lakes from John Dickert, 
President and CEO of the Great Lakes Initiative.

Our active outings group has offered numerous outings including a hike in 
the Nachusa Grasslands and paddling on the Nippersink River.
 
SEGG continues to work with the City of Racine and Weed Out Racine 
to remove invasive species from Colonial Park.  With the removal of over 
1,000 ash trees, recent efforts have focused on planting over 700 trees and 
400 shrubs to  improve water quality, enhance habitat for wildlife, and 
create an enriching experience for the people that use the park.

SEGG members play an active role in the Clean Power Coalition, attending 
monthly meetings, testifying at the water permit and rate case hearings 
and protesting We Energies’ proposed solar tax. Closing the South Oak 
Creek coal plant, which is costing rate payers almost $75 million more than 
available renewable energy, remains a goal of many SEGG members.

FOUR LAKES GROUP

Political work: 2019 started with a significant 
Madison mayoral election in Dane County. 
The Group co-sponsored a debate between 
candidates that included transportation and 
climate change issues.
 
Outside Dane: Recognizing the Four Lakes 
Group is Madison- and Dane County-centric, 
we deliberately organized strategic activities and 
issue work in our southwest Wisconsin area. 
Working with the Land and Wildlife team, we 
organized a Wisconsin Loves Parks event at 
Governor Dodge State Park, and pushed for 
additional state parks operating funding.
 
Climate Action: In 2019, volunteers participated 
in both the March and September Climate 
Strike events and supported the Beyond Coal 
Team’s work to transition MG&E to clean 
energy.
 
Dane County is developing a Climate Action 
Plan (CAP). Sierra Club staff and volunteers 
contributed to the plan’s workgroups, and 
provided extensive comments on the drafts on 
conservation, transportation, agriculture and 
green infrastructure. Coupled with our work to 
pass local 100 percent clean energy resolutions, 
this prepared us to advocate regionally in 2020 
to aggressively reduce emissions and invest in 
resiliency strategies.
 
Finally, we created a “climate crew” focusing on 
the climate crisis and what we can accomplish 
in our region. We plan to use new skills learned 
at the Midwest Academy training to define an 
effective 2020 campaign.
 
Outings: Our outings chair and leaders continue 
to provide regional recreational opportunities to 
enjoy parks and trails. Let us know if you would 
like to become an outings leader and introduce 
others to your favorite area hikes or bike rides.
 
Events & Activities: Volunteers continue to 
engage people at events like the Garden Expo 
and Canoecopia, and support neighborhood 
festivals with people power and know-how for 
recycling and waste reduction.
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Removing Line 5

Preventing 
New Gas Plants

Strengthening Rules
on Factory Farms

Stopping the
Back 40 Mine

Fighting Coal Plants
and Advocating for 
Clean Energy

Opposing the Felony
Trespass Bill

Strengthening Livestock 
Siting Rules on Factory Farms
The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 
has been working to rewrite the rules about where factory farms can be located. 
Sierra Club members submitted hundreds of comments and testified at the six 
hearings. 

Testimony included statements like: “Living in Springfield Corners near a 
disgusting factory farm for cows, I spoke about the importance of protecting 
clean water and air. The smells from animal manure permeate our home. We 
often can’t open windows. I shared this and my experience driving past the 
farm with cows squished together in absolutely inhumane conditions. It made 
me cry.” 

The proposed rule had some really promising improvements, including 
increased requirements about how close a factory farm can be to another 
person’s property or home. Unfortunately, when the Senate voted not to 
approve acting-Secretary Sean Pfaff as Secretary of DATCP, this rule change 
was put on hold. 

Preventing new gas plants: 
our message is loud and clear
Sierra Club members and supporters provided more than 1,200 comments opposing the new fracked gas plant in 
Superior. Over a dozen people -- including students, faith leaders and members of the Bad River, Fond du Lac and Red 
Cliff Bands -- gave powerful testimony at the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) hearings about the economic 
and health dangers of more fossil fuels. 

Opposing the Felony Trespass Bill
A bill signed into law in November made it a Class H felony ($10,000 fine / six years in jail) to trespass 
on land “owned, operated, or leased” by an energy company. These bills have been popping up around the 
country since the Standing Rock protests. 

This has enormous ramifications on pipeline protests and landowners and Tribal members with pipelines 
through their land. As a result, we teamed up with about 40 other organizations, including civil rights, 
social justice, property rights, indigenous rights, and environmental organizations, like the American 
Civil Liberties Union, WISDOM, Menikanaehkem Inc., Honor the Earth, and Midwest Environmental 
Advocates. The Ho-Chunk Nation, Bad River Band, Red Cliff Band, and other Tribes also spoke out in 
opposition to the bill. 

Hundreds and hundreds of people from across Wisconsin called and wrote to their Senators and the 
Governor. Unfortunately, the bill was rushed through the legislature and signed by the Governor. 

ISSUES AT A GLANCE:  2020 YEAR IN REVIEW
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Removing Line 5

Preventing 
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Strengthening Rules
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Stopping the
Back 40 Mine

Fighting Coal Plants
and Advocating for 
Clean Energy

Opposing the Felony
Trespass Bill

Advocating for Clean Energy: 
We Energies’ Rate Case
The Sierra Club spent much of 2019 engaging on We Energies’ proposed rate 
changes. We partnered with a number of groups, including Renew Wisconsin 
and the Clean Power Coalition of Southeast Wisconsin, to successfully defeat We 
Energies’ proposed solar tax for homeowners with solar panels. In addition, Sierra 
Club’s analysis found that the utility’s customers are paying $73 MILLION to keep 
the Oak Creek coal plant online and could save that much money if We Energies 
were to retire the coal plant and buy energy off the grid instead. Unfortunately, a 
settlement with the Wisconsin Energy Industrial Group and the Citizens Utility 
Board, the Public Service Commission ignored those concerns and allowed We 
Energies to increase electricity rates.

Fighting Coal Plant Pollution 
that Threatens our Waterways
Following review of extensive public comments, the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) made significant changes to the water permits for the We 
Energies’ coal plants in Oak Creek and the Columbia coal plant in Portage. 
For both permits, they required the coal plants to comply with federal coal ash 
rules, which prevents storing wet coal ash. Additionally, with the Oak Creek 
permit, the DNR included more robust measures to bring mercury levels into 
compliance going forward. Most notably, the DNR’s press release mentioned 
that the hundreds of comments they received led to the changes. 

Removing the 
Line 5 Tar Sand Oil Pipeline
Enbridge continues to move forward 
with its plans to reroute the Line 5 
pipeline in the Bad River watershed, 
just upstream of Copper Falls State 
Park. All of the rivers in the area flow 
upstream towards Lake Superior, 
through the Bad River reservation, 
so moving the pipeline to a different 
part of the watershed will not reduce 
the risk to the waters, and the 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa is opposing the reroute. 
This is on top of the concerns people 
in Michigan have raised about the 
Line 5 pipeline in the Straits of 

Mackinac, which connects Lake 
Superior and Lake Huron.

Nonetheless, Enbridge has started 
approaching landowners south of 
the reservation, hoping to create an 
easement corridor in a ‘U’ shape. 
Enbridge is forging ahead with 
forcing this pipeline in an area where 
people do not want it. The permitting 
process for the pipeline will begin in 
early 2020 and we’re hoping to push 
on the DNR to deny any permits for 
it.

Working to 
Stop the 
Back 40 Mine
A lot of inaccurate information 
continues to suggest that the Back 
40 Mine has been approved and is 
moving forward. However, the mine 
continues to face a lot of opposition 
and challenges. In fact, the Coalition 
to Save the Menominee River (of 
which we are a member) is in the 
middle of a lawsuit challenging the 
permit. Additionally, the coalition has 
challenged federal permits. Often, it's 
lawsuits and slowed-down permitting 
processes that mark the beginning of 
the end of a proposed project.
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GREEN REVIEW

THE BREATH OF A WHALE: 
THE SCIENCE AND SPIRIT OF PACIFIC OCEAN GIANTS
BY LEIGH CALVEZ, 2019, SASQUATCH BOOKS, 240 PAGES. 

Anyone who has ever been on a successful whale-watching 
excursion may have experienced whining children and complaints 
about waves, rain or heat. Perhaps families 
argued, but then a moment comes that changes 
everything.  From the magic of the first misty 
blow, through the last sight of a fluke, the crew 
and each passenger are fixed on every movement 
as subtle as a slow, giant roll that shows a blue 
or green underside of a fluke or as majestic as a 
full body breech that splashes everyone on the 
boat and produces aftershocks of waves that send 
us grabbing for a solid surface to hold us steady 
while we laugh.  We are mesmerized. Leigh Calvez 
captures this magic as she travels the Pacific on a 
journey to know cetaceans: whales, dolphins and 
porpoises.

She collects data in Hawaii as a scientist 
studying the effects of sonar on whales. She 
serves as a volunteer naturalist on the Oregon coast during grey 
whale migration.  Everywhere she traverses, she tells the tale of 
individual cetaceans and pods and families. Emerging scientific 
understandings and ongoing mysteries are offered within stories, so 
that the biology is never dry, and the reader never feels an urge to 
skim.  

While The Breath of a Whale is part memoir, the information about 
Calvez’ life is light, and the point of view is that of a trusted friend 

taking you along on adventures. We know she 
divorces then raises her children alone. We know 
she suffers a life-threatening infection and septic 
shock. The details are few, yet they influence 
how she views the wild world.  Her scientist-self 
lacked the confidence to publish her findings of 
calf stranding after sonar exercises in Hawaii, 
although, eventually she did so.  Her spiritual 
impulses lead her to pray to ask a false killer whale 
permission to be tagged, yet she understood 
this silent act might be mocked by science. She 
notes the slow scientific acceptance of assigning 
emotion to mammals.  Surely a whale who carries 
a dead calf on her nose for weeks is morning a loss 
too difficult to process quickly. 

This winter, your time will be well spent if you travel with Calvez and 
find wonder, knowledge and perhaps a connection to these great 
beasts, a connection that feels familial and spiritual.

Amy Lou Jenkins’ books include Every Natural Fact and Corners: Voices 
on Change. If you have a book for possible review, contact her through 
JackWalkerPress.com. 

The Clean Power Coalition of Southeast Wisconsin 
received the Good Citizen Award, for their continued fight 
to close down the coal plants in Oak Creek and protect 
the nearby communities. Two of the Coalition’s many 
accomplishments have been a community listening session 
with hundreds of community members in front of 7 utility 
executives and preventing We Energies proposed solar tax 
earlier this year.

The Coalition to Save the Menominee River received the 
Good Citizen Award, for their efforts to stop the destructive 
Back 40 Mine, and to protect access to clean water, the 
Menominee River, and the Green Bay watershed. Members 
have testified at countless public hearings, spread the word 
through the media and activated citizens through protests, 
rallies and fundraising. They have filed numerous court cases 
contesting permits as well. They are a shining example of 
what can be accomplished when a diverse group of concerned 
citizens unite and focus their skills on protecting the 

environment.

The Pasch/Lewis Family was presented with this year’s 
Wildflower Award. Marjorie, Keziah, Salome, and Qian are 
dedicated members of our Madison Gas and Electric Beyond 
Coal Team, and other members of the family and family 
friends often help as well. They can be found tabling for 
Sierra Club most weekends of the summer, volunteering with 
Four Lakes Group’s Recycling Away from Home program, 
and helping with every event the Beyond Coal team plans. 
While each member of the family offers so much individually 
- they collectively bring creativity, strategic questions, 
dependability, and energy to our team. 

Cathy Van Maren received this year’s Merit Award for 
all of her work  with the Coulee Region Group.  She was 
instrumental in passing La Crosse’s 100% clean energy 
commitment passed earlier this year.  Additionally, she 
has spent years promoting safe, clean and accessible 

Continued on page 11

Continued from page 5
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Your generous contributions - above and beyond your membership dues - provided crucial support for our local grassroots campaigns to protect 
Wisconsin’s water, land and wildlife.

A
James Abele; Betsy Abert; Victor Adamsky; 
Bill & Loraine Adkins; Barbara Agness; 
Charlotte Ahrens; Paul Akert; Richard Albert; 
Col Aldridge & Dr Muri; Jane Allen; Charles 
Alsteen; Robert Alt & Paula Stec-Alt; Todd 
Ambs; Thomas Amenson; Donna Amerell; 
Dick Anderle; Julie Andersen; Bert Anderson; 
Dan Anderson & Joan Nugent; Gloria 
Anderson; Janelle Anderson; Janet Anderson; 
Kathy Anderson; Kemberlie Anderson; Linda 
Anderson; Robert Anderson; Paul Andorfer; 
Amy Andrews; Tim & Cyndy Andrews; Melissa 
Anglin; Carol Arendt; Wolfgang Arlt; Beverly 
Armstrong; James Arneson; Priscilla Arsove; 
Livia Asher; Teresa Ashour; Irene & Waldo 
Asp; Inger Astrin; Lacinda Athen & Marshall 
Mundt; Aurora Healthcare; Erica Avila; Mary 
Azmitia

B
Ronald Backus; Victoria Bahr; Catherine 
Bailey; John Bailey; William Bailey; Gordon 
Bain; Norman Bair; Michael Baldwin; Lee 
Balek; Anne & Jon Bales; Karen & James 
Ballin; Sarang Baman; Tania Banak; Karen 
Banaszak & Jeff Reinke; Dave Bange; Michael 
Bare; Charles Bares; Barry Barringer; Barbara 
& Byron Barrington; Byron Barrington; Alan 
& Judy Barry; Kevin Barry; Sarah Bartash; 
B Bartelt & M Terranova; Dan & Kathleen 
Konle-Barth; Susan Barthel; Diane Barton; 
John & Jennifer Bauer; Mary Jo & Tim 
Bauer; Belinda Bauknecht; Dena Baule; Sheryl 
Baumgart; Kurt Baumgarten; Ken Baun; 
Bruce Bayley; Stephen & Robin Bazan; Mary 
Beattie; Dr Ronald Bedard; Barbara Begale; 
Janice Behn; Ed & Jackie Belka; Mary P Bell; 
Veronica Bell; Rana Belshe; Michele Benesh; 
Roger Benjamin; John & Marlessa Benson; 
Paul Bentzen; Margaret Berbaum; Mr & Todd 
Berens; Sandra Berg; Susan Hundt Bergan; 
Lila & Dr John Berge; William Bergin; Sally 
Bergland; Galin & Carol Berrier; William & 
Elaine Bethke; Ritu Bhatnagar; Don Bilden; 

Sandra Billingsley; Robert Bingham; Lori 
Bird; Thomas Bizeau; David Blackey; Barbara 
Blackmore; Jan Blakeslee; Cynthia Blanchet; 
Angela West Blank & Steve Blank; Joan & 
Darren Blankenship; Eli Blasko; Carolyn & 
Lurton Blassingame; Brenda Blend; Thomas 
Blotz; Charles Boardman; John Bobbe; Bill 
Bockes; Joe & Emily Bodensteiner; Dave & 
Laura Bogenrief; Michael Bohm; Harriet Bohn; 
Delesa Boley; Craig Bolles; Mark Borchardt 
& Gwen Stone; Stephen M Born; Roswitha 
Both; Pat Botic; A Bourque & M Sanford; 
Joseph Bouxa & Cassandra Steiner; James & 
Kathy Bove; Karen Bowen; Steve Bower; Brian 
Bowser; Richard & Cynthia Boyle; Donna 
Braaten; Charles Bradley; Alta Bragg; Joan 
Branch; Joseph Branks; Daniel Brantner; Mary 
Braskamp; Joan Brauch; Rose Braun; Michael 
Brauner; Cheryl Breit; Kate Brethauer; Doris 
Brewster; Judith Brey; Roger Brey; David & 
Lillian Brice; David Brickman, MD; Claudia 
Bricks; Joseph Brien; David Briles; Bradley & 
Glenna Brin; Cheri & Tom Briscoe; Michael 
Briselli; Cathy Brnak; Kathie Brock; Rhonda 
Brodbeck; Judy Brooks-Levar; Thomas & 
Wendy Bround; Jeff & Kristen Brown; K 
Brown & V Martin; Laura Brown & Dr. 
Mark Shahan; Pat Brown; Julia Browne; N 
Brown-Koeller & J Koeller; Kathleen & John 
Bruce; Jane Bruesch; Lyn Bryant; David & 
Barbara Bryce; Timothy & Sue Buban; Linda 
Buchsbaum; Albert Bue; William Buergey; 
Thomas Buhler; Mark Bunge; Joel Burbach 
& Bettina Madini; David Burnett; Richard 
Buschmann; Lynn F. Buss; D Bustamante & T 
Middleton; Linda Buzzar; David Rosenberg & 
Sandy Byrne; Clinton Byrnes

C
Claire Cagney; Pam Caldwell; Deb Campbell; 
Susan Campbell; T Cantieri & C Addy-
Cantieri; A Cantor & A Kalker; Steve & Cathy 
Capitelli; Karen Carl; Janet Carlson; Lawrence 
Carlson; Robert Carlson; Virginia & Jon 
Carlson; Kathy Carpenter; Ruth Carpenter; 
Thomas & Sally Carpenter; Roger Carr; Jean 

Casper; Cynthia Castagna; Helen Castaneda; 
Michael Cauley; Gregory Chandler; Makayla 
Chandler; Darlene & Rick Charboneau; Dave 
Chesky; Robert & Pamela Chester; Arlen 
& Judy Christenson; Jill Christensen; Justin 
Christian; Karen Christiansen; Ed & Dorothy 
Churchwell; Marie Cigelske; Alyssa Clark; 
Gary Clark; John Clarke; Karen Weiss; Edward 
Cochrane; Elisa Coghlan; Syd Cohen; Judith 
Collins; Julia Collins; Pam Collins; Bob & Lisa 
Conley; John Conners; Gene Cook; Roberta 
Cook; Michael Cooper; Charles Cornwell; 
Frank Court; Margaret Courtright; Mary 
Coyle; Lawrence Craig; Eleanor Crandall; B 
& M Crapster-Pregont; James Crawford; Ms 
Betty Crews; Barbara Croisant; Joe Cuhel; 
Mark Cukla; Terrence Cummings; Brooke 
Cunningham; Steven Cupery & Lorna Young

D
Jerald Dahlen; Rich Dahman; Lynda Dale; 
Brenda Danculovich; Michael Daun; Daniel 
Davenport; Mr & Mrs Bruce Davidson; Peter 
Davidson; Robert Davidson; Susan Davie; J 
Davies & S Rudnicks; John B Davis; Steve 
Davis; Steward Davis; William Davis; James 
Davison; Terry Dawson; Joseph Day; Gerald 
DeAmico; Margaret Deau; Barbara Decker; 
Charlie Dee; Ada Deer; Linda DeFrancesco; 
Laura Degolier; Christine Deily; Fred & Ellen 
Deines; Dominic Del Bianco; Kelly Delaney-
Klinger; Renae DeLucia; Nabeel Demerdash; 
Gerald DeMers; Diane Dempsey; Beverly 
Deprey; Pandora Deschner; Permela Despain; 
Karen Ann DeVoe; Lola & Richard Deyarman; 
Emily Dickmann; Gretchen Dieterich; 
Robert Diggelman; Roger Diggle; Nancy 
Dillman; Christine Dillon-Puchalsky; Sharon 
& Roger Dodds; Linda & John Doherty; 
Mark & Jane Domreoese; Dru Donnelly; 
Deborah Dorn; Rose Dorow; Warren & Ruth 
Downs; Jenna Draeger; Margaret Draeger; 
Robert & Pamela Draves; Gene Drecktrah; S 
Drobnick; Grace Droskiewicz; Daniel Drumel; 
Bruce Drummond; Bonnie Dryer; Kathy 
Ducommun; B Duerksen & S Goering; John 

transportation, and has been a staunch supporter and 
advocate for clean water.

Milwaukee City Council President Ashanti Hamilton 
and Milwaukee County Supervisor Supreme Moore 
Omokunde received this year’s Torchbearer Award.  The 
two co-sponsored the resolution in Milwaukee to commit 
the city and county to eliminating greenhouse gases by 2050 
and to create a joint City-County Task Force on Climate and 
Economic Equity, the first of its kind in the state. 

Bill Moore received the Chapter’s highest honor, the JJ & Pat 
Werner Award for his decades of advocacy and time leading 
hikes throughout Wisconsin. He is being recognized for his 
work with the Sierra Club Great Waters Group in numerous 
leadership positions, fighting proposed coal plants, serving 
on the state Executive Committee and leading decades of 
outings teaching people about Wisconsin and encouraging 
and inspiring them.

Continued from page 10
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T Duffin; Dennis Duffy; Rick Duley; Jerry 
Duncanson; William & Karen Dushek; Nancy 
Dvorachek; David Dybdahl

E & F
William & Judith Earley; Audrey Eastman; 
Betty Eckberg; Sylvia Eckenrode; Jan Eckstein; 
Jill Edwards; John Egan; Frank Egerton; 
Margaret Eggener; Nancy Eggert; Mark & 
Shari Eggleson; Rich Eggleston; R Michael 
Her; John Ela; Thomas Ellenbecker; Ron 
Ellingson; Mary Beth Elliott; Joyce & Joseph 
Ellwanger; Carol Elvery; Patricia Emerson; Bob 
Emery; Alan Engebretson; Joanne Engel & 
Ken Valdes; Sue & John Engel; Kyle Engelke; 
Geriann Engle; Edward & Debra Englehart; 
Bruce Erdmann & Maureen O'Leary; Sharon 
Erickson; Mary Erikson; J Evenson & S 
Burdick; Will Everts; Julie Eyers; Vicki Farley; 
Roberta Farrow; Jack & Laura Faulkner-Becker; 
Jerry Feathers; James Feely; Ellis Felker; David 
& Diane Fell; Marjorie Fendt; Don Ferber; 
Gary Fergot & Diane Drisinger; C Fiet; 
Stephen H Filbert; Bob Fillingame & Kathy 
Schlimger; Mary Finn; Akemi Fischer; Barbara 
Fischer; David P Fischer; Shawn & Makayla 
Fischer; Barbara & James Fisher; Steven 
Fisher; John Fitzgerald; Mark Flagg; Gerry & 
Esther Flakas; Mary Flannery; Linda & Stan 
Flashinski; Carol Fleishauer; Julie A Flemming; 
Kent & Mary Flodin; Susan & David Florin; 
Dr Wesley Foell; Bradlee Fons; Norman Fons; 
Robert E Forbess; Russ & Linda Forbess; 
Jan Ford; Robert Forster; Samantha Foster; 
Susan Fox; Donald & Barbara Frank; Linda & 
Rob Frank; Burnell Franke; Jeffery Franklin; 
Dave Frankson; Phil Fransen; James Franson; 
Nancy Frantz; David & Evalyn Frasch; Leanne 
Fredrick; Dr Jacquelyn Fredricks; Gregory 
Fredrickson; Elizabeth Freitick; Charles & 
Anne Frihart; Joan & David Frizler; Carol 
Froistad; Natasha & Joe Frost; Mr & Wil 
Fryer; Gloria Fullerton; Andrew Fumall; Jane 
Furchgott & Charles Munch

G
Tom & Karen Gabert; William Gaertner; 
Maureen Gallagher; Theresa Galligan-
Amundson; Lori Gamroth; Paul Gander; 
Matthew Gardner; Russell & Suzanne Gardner; 
R Garms; Chuck Garvey; William Garvey; 
Charles A. Gates; Ned & Carol Gatzke; 
Kristine Gauger; Victor Gauthier; Denise 
Gearing; Carole Geddes-Engel; Judith & Victor 
Gehm; Renae Geier; Allan Geiss; Betsy Georg; 
Margaret Gerhard; Claire Gervais & Dave 
Blouin; Richard Getter; Vickie Getz; James 
& Laura Gibson; Mark Giese; Janice Gilkey; 
Barbara Gilmore; Joyce Gimbel; Jennifer Gitzel; 
Carmella & Rich Glover; Patricia Gluch; 
Patti Gmeiner; Evan Gnam; James Godshalk; 
Bonnie Golden; Alan Goldsmith; Randy & 
Sherry Golz; Georgia Gomez-Ibanez; Mariah 
& Theo Goode; Idy Goodman; Donna & John 
Goodrich; Jill Goodrich; Patricia Gormley; 

Janice Gosetti; Jay Randall Gottschalk; Gary 
Goyke & Nancy Rottier; Diane Grace & John 
Savagian; Richard Graeber; Joyce Graewin; 
Kent Graham; Donna Grahn; Debra Greane; 
Karen Gredler; Ken Greening; Deborah 
& Evan Greenland; Kathleen Gribble; 
Barbara Griffiths; Jennifer Grimm; Frances 
Groene; Marlene & R P Grosse; Gerald & 
Karen Grube; Susan Gruchow; Bob & Lynn 
Grueneberg; Kay Gruling & Tim Buttke; J 
Grunloh; Dennis Grzezinski; Bruce Guenthner; 
Bill & Jo Guenzel; Marlice Gulacisk; 
Jack Gunderson & Linda Jorgenson; Jack 
Gunderson; Richard & Glenna Gustin; Peter & 
Janice M Gutierrez

H
Jodi Habush Sinykin; Sandra Haeuser & 
Carson Lentz; Michael Hafemann; Richard 
Hagen; Glen A Halbe; Sue Haldemann; Rita 
Hale; Jay Hales & Kjuana Watts; Jane Hall 
; Don Halloran; Patricia Hamilton; Don 
Hammes; Kate Hancock-Cooke; Emil & Wava 
Haney; Jami & Joe Hanreddy; Jayson Hansen; 
Judy Hansen; Mary Hansen; Brian & Janet 
Hanson; Mark Hanson; Jerome Hanus; Tim & 
Julie Harder; Jaime Hardgrove; Carol & Dave 
Hardin; Kathe R Harms; Ron Harrell; Linda 
Harring; Rebecca Harrington; Dr Kathryn & 
Doug Harrod; Mary Harter; Judith & John 
Hartl; Ira Hartoch; Beth & Dan Harvey; 
Debora Harvey; John Haugen; Catherine 
Haupert; Jeanne Haverly; Ralph Hawley; 
Joann Hayes & Alan Penn; Joseph Heck; Joette 
Heckenbach; Alane Hefti; Carroll Heideman; 
Carolyn Heidemann; Robert Heim; Kay 
Heimerl; Robert Heindl; Kenneth Heinrichs; 
Christine Heironimus; Jennifer Heise; 
Jennifer & Joe Heitz; Rick & Lavonne Held; 
Richard Helmick; Robert Helminiak; Edward 
Helmueller; Charles Henery; Nancy Hennessy; 
Dave & Glenda Henning; Patricia & Jeffrey 
Henry; Russ & Amy Hermus; Dr Sidney 
Herszenson; Chad Hesyck; David Hetzel; 
Elizabeth Hieb; Mary Hiebl & Lueder Finken; 
Tom Hildebrandt; R Hilfiker & H Halvorsen; 
Joe & Lorna Hilyard; Susan & Warren Hingst; 
Leah & Thomas Hinze; Jaclyn Hirsch; Dr V 
Hirsch & C Haycock; Jeanne Hochstatter; 
Eunice-Jo Hoefert; Bernadine Hoeft; Steven 
Hoeft; Caroline Hoffman; Charles Hoffman 
Jr; S. Frances Hoffman; Roland Hoffman; 
Micki Hoffmann; Steve Hogler; E J Hojnacki; 
Frederick Holle; Toni Hollencamp; Bonnadean 
Holmes; Jim Holter; Dick & Kathee Holthaus; 
William Holton; Katherine Holzhueter; 
Charles & Sara Hoot; John Hopkins; Sheryl 
Horvath; Harriet Horwath; Christine & 
Gregg Hotson; Michael & Judy Howden; 
Joanne Howe; Terrie Howe; Daniel Hoy 
& Mary Kenosian; Cyndy Hubbard; Carol 
Huber; Dennis Hudson & Celeste Case; Tyler 
Huebner; John Hughes; M Brabender Hughes 
& J Hughes; Barbara Hugier; Pat Hung; 
Jeanette Hurlbut; John & Judith Hutchinson; 

Dale Hutjens;Betty C Hyde; Yvonne Hyde; 
Nancy Hylbert

I & J 
Elizabeth Icks; Mary Ann Ihm; Linda Ingersoll; 
George Jacklin; Jay Jackson; Deborah Jacobs; 
Dr Edward & Mary Jacobsen; Jolie Jacobus; 
Darlene & James Jakusz; Bruce & Karen 
Jamison; Elterine Jankowski-Biggers; Lucia 
Januszewski; Norine Janzen; Barbara Jarapko; 
Michael & Susan Jarvela; Jim Jastrow; Carol 
Jeffries; Barbara Jenkin; Lin Jennewine; Bev 
& Wayne Jensen; Karen Jensen; Karen & 
Jeff Jensen; Adrianna Jereb; Karen Jerg; Erica 
Jessen; Joan & Dale Jirschele, Jr; Amy Johnson; 
Chris Johnson; Clark Johnson & Nona G Hill; 
Elaine Dorough Johnson; James Johnson; Jeff 
Johnson; Karen Johnson; Mary Johnson; Bob 
Jome; Jill Jordahl; Mary Jordan; D Lintner & B 
Jorgensen; Morgan Jostad

K
Joan Kaeding; Marsha Kai; Brian Kammers; 
Kristine & Jay Kamrath; Paul Kanehl; 
Hiroshi & Arlene Kanno; Daniel Karls; John 
Kastenholz; E Katt Reinders & J Reinders; 
Shirley Jane Kaub; John Kaufman; Jane & 
Vincent Kavaloski; Wade & Sharon Kearns; 
Richard Kedzior; John Keene; Jane Keggi; Bill 
& Elizabeth Kelly; David Kelso; Cary Kendall; 
Wayne Kendrick; Charmaine Kennedy; Joanne 
Kennedy; Linda Kenney; Chris Kerbaugh; 
James Kerler; Ralph Kerler; Eric Kerlow; 
Brenda Ketter; Karen Keune; Daniel Keup; 
Sandra Key; John Kierstyn; Dawn Kile; Barb 
Kilgust; Gary Killian; Joan Kincaid; Maureen 
Kind; Robert & Susan Kinde; Paul Janda & 
Dana King; Kathleen King; Peter & Mary 
King; Maureen Kinney; Bob Kipka; James 
Kircher; Virginia Kirsch; Lane Kistler; Miriam 
Kivel; Ron Kivi; Shirley Klapperich; Michael 
Klasen; Robert & Betty Kleemeier; James 
Klein; Rita & Steve Klinkhammer; Cynthia 
Kluiber; Ken Klumb; Joseph Kmoch; Barbara 
Knutson; Joyce Clark Knutson; Henry Koc; 
Daniel Kocher; Robert & Lynn Koehl; Dale 
Koehler; Dr A Koeller; David & Linda Koeller; 
Peter & Sandra Koeller; Erika Koenigsaeker; 
Mary Kohl; Mary & Scott Kolar; Donald 
Koller; Deborah & John Konkel; Gerald 
Konkol; Elaine Kotlarek; Karen L Kouba; 
Daniel R Krause; Dian Krause; Bruce Krawisz; 
Sara Krebsbach & Glenn Reinl; Debra Krenz; 
Don & Mary Kreuser; Christopher Kreutzer; 
Debra Kreutzer; Lindsey Kreutzer; Patricia 
Kreutzer; Richard Kreutzer; Tielor Kreutzer; 
Sylvia Kreutzmann; Mary Krolikowski; Richard 
Kronzer; Wayne & Laura Krueger; Sylvia & 
Lawrence Kruger; Sandy Krupka; Don & 
Brigid Krutek; John & Gail Kuech; Betty 
Kuen; Hank Kulesza; Nicholas & Courtney 
Kurtz; Thomas Kurtz; James Kurz; Denny & 
Jean Kuznacic; Linda Kvale
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L
Fred & Sandy Ladenburger; Eileen & John 
Laffey; Lanna Laird; Howard & Judith 
Landsman; Jean Lang; Jerry Lang; Merlin 
Lang; Roger Lange; Barbara Lardon; TJ & 
Bob LaRocca; Gary Larson; Larry Larson; 
Sabine Larson; Judith Lary; Gary Lasch; 
Daniel & Kristina Laska; Adrienne & Paul 
Laubenstein; Brian Lavendel; Eugene & 
Gwen Lavin; Rita Lawson; Kent Lawton; Jeff 
Lawver; Judith Layton; Maureen Lazers; Tim 
& Gillian Lechmaier; David & Darlene Lee; 
Jeffrey Lee; Robert & Elizabeth Lee; Ronald 
Legro; Sally Lehman; Kurt Leichtle; David & 
Cheryl Lemke; Patsy Lenard; Joanne Lenburg; 
Patrick Lenon; Kirby Lentz; Jill Lepore; Don 
Lessard; Donna Lester; Victoria Lester; Deanna 
Letts; Joan Leuck; Nancy Leurquin; Mary 
Lewandowski; Dewell Lewis; Steven Libal; 
William & Leslie Liebler; Tibi Light; Leon 
Lindberg; William Linderud; Ruth & Michael 
Lindsay; Tomas & Sundara Link; Dr William 
Little, M D; Cheryl Lochner-Wright; Carol 
Logan; Eileen & Charlie Lonsdorf; Debra 
Lorenz; Richard & Mary L Lorenz; Helen 
Loschnigg; Jean Lottridge; Jean Loup; Dr W 
H & Anne Love; Sharon Lowry; Gabriele 
Lubach; Carol Lucas; David Lucey; Bryce & 
Maxine Luchterhand; G Luetschwager & S 
Leutschwage; David Lund; Gregory Lund; 
Dona Lundin; Janice Lundquist; Alfred Lustig 
& Janice Watson

M
Mary Mably; Stewart Macaulay; Darlene 
MacBride; Steve Macek; Larry Mack; 
Michael & Pamela Mackler; Ted & Renate 
Mackmiller; Bonnie MacMillen; Bettina 
Madini; Norma & John Magnuson; R Magyar 
& L Palas; David Maier; Janet Malamed; 
Barbara Maley; Sue Maloney; Nora Manheim; 
Michael Manowsk; Mark Manske; Marjorie 
& Peter Marion; Chris Marquardt; Kathleen 
Martens; Adam Martin; David Martin; Judy 
Martin & Kathleen Solie; Diane Martinek; 
Elizabeth, Francisco & Paul Martorell; Betty 
J Marvin; Cory Masiak; Teresa Mason; P 
Mather & L Seidman; Dr Ronald Mathsen; 
Aaron Matteson; Constance Matusiak; Terri 
Matzke; Florence & Michael Maurer; Martha 
& Douglas Maxwell; Bill May; Faye Mayer; 
Mary Mc Kenzie; Carolyn McCarthy; Gary 
Mccaughtry; Patricia McConnell; Katharine 
McDonnell; Jeanne & J D McDowell; 
Teresa McFaul; Ruth McGee; Kevin & Judy 
Mcgettigan; Margaret McGuire; Richard 
Smith & Pat McKearn; Mary McKenzie; Mac 
McKichan, Jr; Pam McLaughlin; Tom & 
Kate McMahan; Bridget McMahon; David 
McNaughton; Nancy & Brad McNutt; 
Patricia McQuiddy; Gile McWain; Carol 
Meagher; Brady Megal; Janet Melamed; Jeffrey 
Melby; Marilyn Meldahl; William Mello; 
Dan & Julie Melton; John Menger; Richard 
& L J Menzel; Frederick & Dona Merg; 

Joel Merritt; Janet Mertz & Jonathan Kane; 
John Mesching; Bonny Meyer; Hans Meyer; 
Nicholas Meyer; Richard Meyer; LeslieJo 
Meyerhoff; Judy Meyers; B Meyocks & D 
Flath; Robert Miazga; Peter Michaelis; Randall 
& Cheryl Michaels; Carol Michalzik; Pamela 
Midbon; Sigurd Midelfort; Sven Midelfort; 
Patricia J Mike; Dr. C. Miller & J. Streyle; 
Irene & Joe Miller; Jeanette Miller; Joe Miller; 
Margaret Miller; Margaret & Lester Miller; 
Sharla Miller; Victoria Thorpe Miller; Keith 
Milner; Kathy & Don Miner; Susan Mingesz; 
Lisa Mink; Lois Minnich; Dr Irene Mirkin; 
Evon Mitchell; Robert Mitchell; Robert & 
Nancy Mitchell; Lois Mocadlo; Karen Mohr; 
Lynn Molenda; Amy & Bob Monahan; 
Richard Moninski; Kay Montgomery; Robert 
Montgomery; Gregg & Emily Moore; Linda 
Moore; Lorelei & Steven Moore; Nathalie 
Moore; William & Dianne Moore; Pamela 
Moran; Kate Morand; Dale Morgan; Beverly 
Moriearty; Nancy Morris; James Morrisey; 
David Morrison; Michael Morrison; Barbara 
Mortensen; Allan Mortenson; Marsha & Leo 
Mose; Sandy Mosher; Linda & Ted Moskonas; 
Anne & Jerry Mosser; Anna Motivans; Gerald 
Mowris; Suzanne Moynihan, SSND; Raymond 
Mroczynski; Lynn Mrotek; Dave Mudgett; 
Father Thomas Mueller; Mary Mueller; 
David & Deb Muench; Martha Munger & 
Donald Mowry; Lisa Munro; John Murphy; 
Tom Murphy; Lois Murray; Marlene Murray; 
Vincent Mutchler; Ryan & Kay Myers

N & O
Gary Nabielski; Jodi Nachtwey; Emile 
Nadeau; Barbara Nagy; Paul Neary; Judy 
Neider; Barbara Nelson; Dorothy Nelson; 
Doug Nelson; Karl Nennig; Joe Neuman 
& Sharon Lavin; Mary E Newberry; Meg 
Nielsen; Michelle Nielsen; Judy & Jack Nigl; 
Kennth Nitz; Karen Braam Nook & Dale 
Nook; Jon Nordenberg; Anthony & Darlene 
Nowak; Robert & Mary Lou Ochsenbauer; 
Linda O'Connell; Katharine Odell; Chris 
Ogden; Michael & Martha O'Halloran; Tod 
Ohnstad; Maria O'Keefe; Richard Olbrich; 
Carol Oliver; James Olmsted; C E Olson; 
Judy Olson; Margaret Olson; Norman & 
Darlene Olson; Barbara O'Neill; Lisa O'Neill; 
Nancy Orgeman; Roger & Nancy Orlady; 
Nancy Osterberg; Lisa Osterholt; Gerrit & Pat 
Ostermick; Patricia Ostertag; Gerald Ottone

P
Charles & Carolyn Paine; Constance Palmer; 
Sharyn Palmer; Mary Pardun; Penny Paris; 
Mary Park; Virginia Parsons; Desiree Pasbrig; 
Clara & Dale Pasell; Mark & Sally Pass; 
David Passarelli; Ronald & Margaret Patros; 
Belden Paulson; Joe Payne; Polly Pearson; 
Roger Peck; Sally & Bill Peck; Donna & 
Mike Pederson; William Pedrotti; Susan 
Pehmoeller; Velta Pelcis; Anne Slaughter 
Perrote; Roland Perschon; Louise & David 

Petering; Karen Peters; Gregg Petersen; Adeline 
Peterson; Donald Peterson; Jean Peterson; Rob 
Peterson; Jacob Petranek; Floyd & Kathryn 
Petrie; Rosemary Petroll; Carolyn Petroske; 
Erik Pettersen; Linda & Roger Pettersen; Sara 
Petzold; Norb Philipsek; Judy Phillips; Donald 
Pickruhn; Richard Pierce; Judith Pierotti; Tom 
& Carol Pinter; Donald & Alice Piotrowski; 
Evan & Jane Pizer; James Plasman; Kirsten 
Plath; Linda Platner; Marisha Platner; Joe 
Plouff & Lavonne Solem; Gaylord Plummer; 
Maurice Plummer; Bill Pogge; Fred Polk; 
Shauna & Tom Ponty; Linda & Rex Pope; 
Shannon Porter; Sonia Porter; Rick Potter & 
Sandra Debyl; Theodore Poull; Laura Powers; 
Nancy Powers; Dr Kent Powley; Maurine 
Prawdzik; Roland Hoffman & Maggie 
Pray; Kathryn Prestidge; Stephen Price; 
Frederick Prom; Dorothy & Mark Prouty; 
Kathleen Pruitt; Judith Pulaski; J Purse & M 
Wiedenhoeft

Q & R
Dorothy Quartullo; Paul Rabinowitz; John 
Race; Lee Raden; Mary Radspinner; William 
Radtke; Frank Ranallo; David Rasmussen; 
Judith Rasmussen; Kathy Rasmussen; Renee 
Rathbun; Leonard Rauch; Kathleen Raynier; 
Mary Reames; Richard & Rebecca Redfield; 
Janice Redford; Joyce Reed; Ann Reed; Kevin 
Reemes; Karen Reger; Lisa Reid; Arthur & 
Barbara Rein; Eli Reinders; James & Helen 
Reinkober; Dale & Carol Reuter; Joe Revak; 
Kathleen Reynebeau; Stephanie Reynolds; 
Dr David Rhoads; Randy Rhode; Stephen 
Rhyner; Brenda Richardson; Robert Richgels; 
Michael Richter; Nathan Riding; Cynthia 
Rieck; David & Dawn Rieckmann; Gloria 
Rieckmann; Mary Riemer; Mike Riggs; Julia 
Riley; Pamela Ringsred; K. Fred Rist; Betty 
Ritchie; Mary Ann Rizzato; David & Jane 
Roberts; David Rhoads & Sandra Roberts; 
Jane Roberts; Jeannie Roberts; Sara Roberts; 
Thomas & Mary Roberts; Susan Robison-
Strane; Robert & Pamela Rochester; Marilee 
Rockley; Judy Rockwell; Richard Rodenbeck; 
Wendy & Robert Rodman; Arlene Rogan; 
Ronald Rogers; Pamela Rolfs; Robert & Susan 
Root; Amber Rose; Mary Ann Rose; Vicki 
Rose; Bob Rosenkranz; Barbara Rosenthal; 
Deborah Rosenthal; Ron Rosner & Ronnie 
Hess; Janet Ross; Heidi Roth; Judith Roth; 
Diane Routman; Ann Rozanski; James Davies 
& Stephanie Rudnicks; Richard Runge; Kristy 
Rupprecht; Ann & Robert Rusch; Wayne & 
Candy Rusin; Jeff & Linda Russell; Diane 
Rutkowski; T Rutkowski & N Chulew; Paul & 
Susan Rybski

S
D Saeger & C McKeachie; Gloria Salas; Karen 
Samelson; John Samuelson; Floyd Sandford; 
Susan Sandford; A Bourque & M Sanford; 
Brad Schneider & Leyla Sanyer; Bill & Susan 
Saucier; Ruth Saunders; Stevan Savic; Penny 
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& Dale Schaber; John & Kathy Schafer; 
Chuck Schaffer; Suzanne & Ron Schalig; 
Marilyn Schaller; J Scharfenberg & R Clark; 
Rusell Scharrer; Pat Schellenger; W & B 
Schewisheimer; Jennifer Schieffer; Jill Schilling; 
J Schimpff & T Stabo; Robert Schlack; John 
Schlais; John Schloemer; Jerry Schluckebier; 
Alyson Schmeisser; Roseann Schmidt; Tim 
Schmidt; Ruth Schmitt; Robert Schmook; Jane 
E Schneider; Pamela Schoechert; Madeline 
& Dale Schoeller; Tom Schrader; Mark 
Schrager; D Schreiber & L Schreiber; Claudia 
Schreiner; John Schrock & Mary Berube; Mary 
Schroeder; Dick Schuettge & Jody Burns; 
Charles Schuknecht; Marilyn Schuler; William 
& Ann Schultheis; Jerry & Kathy Schultz; 
Joan & Raymond Schultz; Mary Ann Schultz; 
Raymond & Joan Schultz; William Schultz; 
Andrea Schultz-Cockerham; Evelyn Schulz; 
P Schumann; Tim Schwaller; Robert & Sally 
Schwarz; W & B Schewisheimer; Jean & Joe 
Scolaro; Britain Scott; Lynn Scott; Patrick & 
Sharon Scott; Priscilla Sculley; Tony & Mary 
Seger; Blair Seibert; Joesph Sekelsky; Lisa 
Selje; Susan & Jim Selle; Marlys & Patrick 
Semple; David & Shirley A Servais; Bill & 
Janice Seybold; Sam Sgroi; Elizabeth Shadel; 
Edwin Shafer; Joan Shands; Rachel Shannon; 
Amber Sharapata; Hunter Shawley; Kathryn 
Shelley; Lance Shellman; Nina Shephard; 
William Sherry; Dylan & Danielle Schields; 
Julie Shiner-Bazan; Jane M Shippy; Lynn 
Shoemaker; Bruce Shupe; Sara Shutkin; 
Janice Sieber; M Siebers & Ms P Siebers; Judy 
Siegfried; B Sieling & M Schliesman; Ambrose 
Siers; Diane & Roger Sikorski; Richard 
Silberzahn; Jeanne Silverberg; Mark Silverman; 
James Simmons; Mary Simon; Karen & James 
Sivley; Lana & Roy Sjoberg; Sam Skemp, Sr; 
Robert & Jo Ann Skloot; Gordon Slattery; 
Stephen Slavens; Constance & Chuck Smalley; 
Raymond Smerz; Charles Smith; Daniel Smith; 
Judy Smith; Laurel Smith; Richard Smith & 
Pat McKearn; Robert Smith; Thomas Smith & 
Krista Spieler; Richard Smith & Pat McKearn; 
Marilyn R Smits; Bill Smythe; Robert Snow; 
Jami Soller; Treva Solum; Linda & Elroy 
Sondreal; Laura & Ed Sorensen; Lee Sorensen; 
Angelika Speckhard; Elizabeth Sperberg; John 
Splinter; David Springman; L Sromovsky & E 
Hanneman; Kate Srozinski; Estate of Timothy 
Staats; Nancy & Martinn Stabb; Charlotte 
Stack; Mary Ann Stackowicz; Marsha Stanek; 
Robert Stanley; Patricia Statz; D Thomas & 
D Steigerwald; H Steinberg & B Andrews; 
Neil Steinbring; John Steinke; B Weege & 
S Steinmann; James Stephens; Jamie Sterk; 
Jean & Steven Stern; Nancy Stevens; Thomas 
Stevens; Michael Stevenson; Kathryn Steifel; 
Patricia Stocking; Patrick Stoffel; Heidi Stolt; 
Dr George & Eileen Stone; Virginia Stone; 

Vivian Stone; Elaine Strassburg; Annette 
Stratman-Durrer; Doug & Sue Straus; P Streiff 
& L Stuessy; Sherry Stridde; Jerry Strom; 
Marylyn & Stewart Stroup; Kathy Strube; 
Charlotte Stuhr & Richard Russell; Libby 
Stupak; Dean Stutzki; Edith Sullivan; Douglas 
Summers; Alan & Linda Sumwalt; Nancy & 
Tom Sundal; Ronald & Lynn Sunne; Millard 
Susman; Bonnie Svoboda; Geoffrey Swain; 
Elaine & Severin Swanson; Dr & Mrs John 
Swanson; Rolf R Swanson; Jeffrey Sweetland & 
Margaret Murphy; Jeffrey Swiggum; Marilyn 
Swiontek; Ms Elly Szalapski; Douglas Szper

T
Stan Tamulevich; Dr George & Margaret 
Tanner; Gerald Tate; Edward Taylor; Francine 
Taylor; Michael & Judith Taylor; David 
Tekamp; James & Debra Tenorio; Mary 
Terranova; M Terres; Ann Terwilliger; Lowell 
Tesky; James Tetzlaff; Janice Theberge; Jackie 
Thiry; Monica Thiry; Edward & Myrtle Thom; 
David & Connie Thome; Kenneth Thome; 
Virginia & Donald Thompson; Mary Graziano 
& Eric Thompson; Floyd Thompson; Steve 
Thompson; Ms Karen Thomson; Tom & Kim 
Thoresen; Merilee Thorstad; P Timbie & P 
Rosenmeyer; Gina Timm; Tina Timmerman; 
Olive Timmermann; Linda Tollefsrud; Joanne 
Toman; Joanne Tooley; Allen & Rosemary 
Toussaint; Jean Toutenhoofd; Susan & Charlie 
Townsley; Elizabeth Trainer; Susan & Jeffery 
Trentadue; Henry Trautwein; Jeffrey Trendel; 
Shirley Tretow; Michael Trokan & Rita 
Tenrio; Mary Troudt; Kristine Troy; Sandra 
Trusewych; Herlang Tu; Bruce Tulloch; Susan 
& John Twiggs; Ellen Twing; Maria Tyksinski; 
Marya & Kip Tyler; James Tylicki; Jan & Stan 
Tymorek; Paul Tysse

U & V
Charmaine Untiedt; Jean Urbach; Al Utke; 
Orchard Utzinger; Martin Van; Kathie Van De 
Loo; Tom Van der Paardt; John Van Deuren; 
Joyce Van Gompel; Gail Van Haren; Janet 
Van Kammen; Jean Vanden Heuvel; David 
Vandermeuse; Kathleen Vann; Pamela Vassh; 
Steven Vedro; Marilyn Verick; Steve Ventura & 
Margaret Krome; Dale & Jean Villhauer; Mary 
Vincent-Samet; Denise Vine; Sue Vogt; Erika 
Voss

W
Lisa & Bruce Wachholz; Tania Wadzinski; 
Linda & Carl Wagner; Margaret Wagner; 
Dr G Wahba & Dr D Callan; Judy Wahr; 
Christine Walasek; Carrol L Waldenberger; 
Laura & Steve Waldron; Jane Walent; Glenn 
Walinski; Joyce Walker; Kathleen Walker; 
Anna Wall; Laura Wall; Lynn Wallace; Linda & 
Tom Walsh; Jenny Walter; Ray K Warburton; 

Elizabeth Ward; Margaret Ward; Jay & 
Melissa Warner; Catherine Washabaugh; Ms 
Rose Mary Wasick; K Waters & J Szopinski; 
Carol Watkins; Norman & Mabel Watkins; 
Barbara Weade & Michael Goc; Marlene 
L Webb; John Weber; Mary Weber; Nancy 
Weber; Lynne Weborg; Dr Karen Wedde; 
Mary Weeks; Rosemary & David Wehnes; S 
Weidemann & C Mitchell; Joanne Weinstein; 
Bob Weiss; Karen Weiss; Laura Weissman; 
Connie Welch; Mary Jo Wellenstein; Bruce 
Wendt; Randy Wendt; Robert Wenger; 
Richard Wentzel; Bill & Gwen Werner; Gary 
Werner & Melanie Lord; Mary Werner; Shahla 
Werner & Andy Weidert; Warren Werner; Paul 
Wesenberg; John Wesolek; Liz & Bill Wessel; 
Peter & Judith West; Barbara Westhofen; 
Patricia Wettstein; Florence Wetzel; Barbara 
& Mark Weyenberg; Eric & Vicki Wheeler; 
Nancy Wheeler; Elizabeth Whelan; Mark & 
Ursula Whelan; Mr & Mrs Sammis White; 
Herman Whiterabbit; Gloria Whitewater; 
Beth Whittemore; Lyn & Lyman Wible; Don 
Wichert; Sandra J Wickman; Nancy Widder; 
M Vickerman & P Wiesen; Theresa & Bruce 
Wiggins; Joseph Wilhelm; Dr Fred Will & 
Joan Korb; Bruce Willett; Karen Wilson; 
Lorna Wilson; Patrick & Bobbie Wilson; Mary 
Winkler; Ms Inge Wintersberger; Barbara Wise; 
Daniel Wisniewski; Trudy Witonsky & Gary 
Johnson; Demerly Wittenbrink; William M 
Witter,II; Heather Wittrock; Harvey & Patricia 
Witzenburg; Margene Woida; Bonnie Wolff 
& Robert Donner; Christine Wolff; Barbara K 
Wolter; Beth Wood; Levi & Janet Wood; Karen 
Woodbury; John Wooldrage; Kimberlee Wright

Y & Z
Les & Carol Yaeger; Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl; 
Douglas Yanggen; Rex & Marcine Yankee; 
Aaron Young; Alan Young; John A Young; John 
& Mary Young; Linda Young; Mark Young; 
Mary YoungKay Yuspeh; James R & Susan B 
Zach; Debra Zafiratos; Carol Zahorik; David 
Zalewski; Robert Zamzow; Janet Zanck; 
Christine Zapf & Steve Schutz; Kathleen 
& Timothy Zeglin; Corrine Zehm; Kristen 
Zehner; Benjamin Zellers; Sandra Zellmer; Eric 
Zillgitt; Mari Zimmerman; Daniel Zinsmeister; 
Joanne & Jim Zipperer; Kenneth Zittleman; 
Marybeth Zuhlke; Gary L Zumach; Thomas 
Zwaschska; Karen & Douglas Zweizig; Virginia 
Zwickey

MEMORIALS were received in memory of 
Hanns Golez; Francis J. McEvoy; Charlie 
Roberts; Mary K. Norwood; Rebecca Langer; 
Dan Ritter; Diane Radspinner; Evelyn A. 
Gunderson; Herbert J Lundin; Jonathan 
Luskin 

These donations were made from November 1, 2018 through October 31, 2019. Thanks also go out to our many contributors who prefer to 
remain anonymous. We try to acknowledge every donor; if your name is not listed, please know that we greatly appreciate your support.
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Investing in People and the Planet
My name is Laura Lane, and I’m a 
volunteer with the Sierra Club - John 
Muir Chapter.

Like many, I felt a sense of despair after 
the 2016 presidential election. Sitting 
on the sidelines no longer seemed like 
an option. I decided I must act on my 
values. Volunteering with the Sierra 
Club seemed like a natural fit.

The Chapter connected me with like-
minded people who were passionate 
about saving our wild spaces and 
addressing climate change. I know that 
together we are making a difference, and 
with the support of the Chapter, I am 
growing and learning as an advocate. 

The John Muir Chapter is dedicated 
to supporting volunteers and our 
development as leaders, and that 
support requires resources.  That is why 
I’m asking you to give what you are able 
to support our work. You can find a 
donation form below

Sierra Club volunteers are on the front 
lines working to make an impact on 
our communities every day. We educate 

people about the critical threats facing 
our planet, and we act to make a 
difference. Our actions include lobbying 
politicians, writing letters to the editor, 
planning events such as the recent 
climate strike, collaborating with other 

organizations, collecting signatures on 
petitions, sharing information through 
social media, and mobilizing people to 
get our voices heard. The Sierra Club is 
a grassroots organization, and I didn’t 
really understand the importance of this 
until I saw the amazing work being done 

by my fellow residents firsthand. 

A donation to the Sierra Club in 
Wisconsin is more than an investment 
in an organization that is working 
on multiple fronts to protect our 
environment and fight climate change. 
It is an investment in people who want 
to make a difference.

Sierra Club has given me so many new 
and empowering opportunities. I met 
with my legislator for the first time. My 
first opinion editorial was published in 
the local paper. I’m learning new skills 
that I’ve been curious about for some 
time, like social media strategy.

As a Sierra Club volunteer, I meet 
people everyday who are committed 
to change and who inspire my own 
volunteer work as well. That  gives me 
hope for the future. Please invest in that 
future with a donation today. Together 
we can make a difference.

Laura Lane
Chapter Volunteer

"Sierra Club has given
me so many new and

empowering
opportunities. 

 
I met with my

legislator for the first
time. My first opinion

editorial was published
in the local paper. I'm
learning new skills."
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OUR MEMBERS IN ACTION
In November, 35 Sierra Club volunteers, representing different issue campaigns and 
areas of Wisconsin, attended a two-day intensive training hosted by the Midwest 
Academy. The training taught our leaders about power and influence, provided the 
tools to craft a winning campaign strategy, and built confidence among members of 
our various statewide issue campaign teams. In January 2020, we are taking what 
we learned at the training and putting it into action, starting with our issue team 
kickoff meeting on January 25 and 26. Now is the best time to get involved in one of 
our teams! Contact Volunteer Coordinator Katie Hogan to get involved: 
kathryn.hogan@sierraclub.org. 

JOHN MUIR CHAPTER

JANUARY 11
Chapter Executive Committee and 
River Touring Section Annual Meeting
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. First United Methodist Church, 
615 Broadway St., Baraboo, WI
Contact: Carol Olson: 608-356-8992, olsonfam44@centurytel.net
JANUARY 16
Renew Wisconsin Energy Summit
Monona Terrace, Madison
Registration at renewwisconsin.org/renewable-energy-summit
JANUARY 24
Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter Open House
Time TBD.  Get a behind-the-scenes view of the work we do! Chapter 
Office, 754 Williamson St., Madison, WI. Contact: Elizabeth Ward: eliza-
beth.ward@sierraclub.org. 
JANUARY 25-26
Sierra Club Transportation, Land and Water Teams’ 2020 Kickoff!
Chapter Office, 754 Williamson St., Madison, WI
Contact: Cassie Steiner: cassandra.steiner@sierraclub.org 
FEBRUARY 7-9
WHA Garden Expo
Alliant Energy Center, Madison
More information at wigardenexpo.com 
FEBRUARY 18
Spring Primary Election
myvote.wi.gov
MARCH 3
The Big Share, an online day of giving
Learn more at thebigshare.org

MARCH 6
Wisconsin Environmental Health Network Conference
Madison. More information at wehnonline.org
MARCH 6-8
Canoecopia
Alliant Energy Center, Madison. 
More information at paddlers.com/canoecopia
MARCH 21
Wisconsin Grassroots Network Festival
Mazomanie. More information at wisconsingrassroots.net
APRIL 7
Spring Election and Presidential Preference Primary
myvote.wi.gov
APRIL 22
Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary!
Join our Team Sierra Earth Day team at teamsierra.org/wisconsin.  
Stay tuned for more opportunities and activities. 

VOLUNTEER NIGHTS ARE COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU!
If you’d like to attend, contact Katie Hogan at kathryn.hogan@
sierraclub.org. 

•• Second Wednesday of every month in Madison, starting on 
January 8

•• Second Thursday of every month, alternating between Racine 
and Kenosha each month, starting with January 9 in Racine

•• February 5 - Milwaukee area
•• February - La Crosse

Looking for other ways to get involved locally? 
Visit sierraclub.org/wisconsin/local-groups  
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