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2017 was a challenging year for many -- environmental and 
climate activists included. However, despite the onslaught of 
rollbacks to environmental protections, the Sierra Club and 
our allies have been able to achieve several victories nationally, 
statewide and locally. Here are some especially worth celebrat-
ing.

Nationally

Keystone XL: On November 20, the Nebraska Public Utilities 
Commission unanimously rejected the preferred route for the 
Keystone XL and instead approved an alternate route that the 
pipeline company TransCanada has called “unworkable” due 
to the additional easements that they will need to secure. A 
press release issued by the Sierra Club states, “Keystone XL 
will never be built.” 

Statewide

Transportation Priorities: The wasteful I-94 highway expansion 
was stopped! After years of our organizing, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation rescinded the approval for the project, 
officially stopping it! More details about this victory can be 

found in the transportation update on page 4 of this Muir 
View.

Youth Leadership: Across the nation, including in Wiscon-
sin, young people have been rising up to lead the fight 
against climate change and fossil fuel interests. This year, 
young leaders in Wisconsin have attended an Enbridge 
Line 3 public hearing and rally in Minnesota, coordinated 
a massive Stop the Mines speaking tour and submitted 
countless public comments and calls to elected officials. 
High school and college students and alumni have banded 
together to work with the national Sunrise Movement to 
call on elected officials to uphold the Paris Climate Agree-
ment and hold elected officials accountable for taking mon-

ey from fossil fuel interests. Students at Madison West High 
School have raised money to put solar panels on their school. 
Young people across the state have also taken leadership in 
our Sierra Club Chapter by leading on issue committees and 
our executive committee. With the energy, skills and passion 
of these leaders, the climate movement will continue to gain 
momentum.  

continued on page 12
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

A More Positive New Year for All
The New Year is not only a time to look forward, but to reflect 
on where we’re at and how we got here.

Growing up, I often felt most at ease and at peace out in 
nature. While occasionally harsh and ominous, nature was 
never judgmental or vindictive. It simply was – a place to be 
open and receptive, and to explore, learn and delight in what 
it offered. My exposure to nature nourished and enhanced my 
growth in many ways.

Being outdoors meant freedom and being unencumbered. I 
could revel in the colors, textures and scenic vistas, the critters 
I chanced to meet (or was it vice-versa?), the warm sun, cool 
breezes, and rain and snow pellets dotting my face. I clam-
bered over rocks, ascended to new levels, rounded bends to re-
veal the next vista, and sometimes 
stood silently in immersion.

I had no part in creating these 
wonders, but was grateful for their 
being. Many of the special features 
others had seen fit to preserve or 
safeguard, I felt an obligation to 
protect so future explorers could 
access the same untrammeled plac-
es and experiences. 

But the privileges I had are too 
often denied to many others. 
Access to the nourishment of nature is constrained for too 
many, whether by lack of proximity to parks or natural areas, 
transportation constraints, limited time or funds, or feeling a 
lack of belonging in these places. The same underlying causes 
that limit many people’s rights to share equally in society also 
deprives them of access to explore and enjoy the outdoors.

Our democracy is founded on principles that all people de-
serve equal access to life’s basic necessities. However, the ability 
to make a decent living, have access to good health care, re-
ceive a formal education, live in a clean and safe environment, 
or have the right to vote and their voice heard by those elected 
to represent them, are denied to many. Some are further di-
minished by the color of their skin or personal identities.

When money and corporations have an undue influence in 
politics, media and decision-making, individuals are margin-
alized. When the primary basis of success and setting public 
policy is measured in dollars, not quality of life and the plan-
et’s well being, people and the environment assume a lower 
priority.

We can’t restore and protect our envi-
ronment without restoring our democra-
cy. I take heart that the Sierra Club and 
others have increasingly recognized that 
exploring, enjoying and protecting the 
planet is inextricably linked to all people 
having a say in our and its future, and 
that equity, inclusion and justice must 
be part of our credo.

I hope you will join me in ensuring 
everyone has access to the same free-
doms I had growing up, and will have 
the opportunity to get out, explore and 

enjoy not just our planet, but all systems we live in. To achieve 
this, we will need everyone.

To a more positive New Year for all.

Don Ferber
Chapter Chair
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TAR SANDS

A Busy Year for Tar Sands Pipeline Fighters
People Over Pipelines was a big success!

In October, the Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter and dozens 
of allies, including 350-Madison, 80 Feet is Enough!, the 
Wisconsin Safe Energy (WiSE) Alliance, and Save our Illinois 
Land (SOIL) worked together on an event showcasing the im-
pacts of Enbridge’s potential Line 66 or Line 61-Twin pipeline, 
called People Over Pipelines: Protecting 
Our Homes and Water.  

The Line 61 twin pipeline (or “Line 66”) 
would travel from Superior into Illi-
nois and impact landowners and tribes, 
jeopardizing the safety and environment 
of hundreds of communities and water-
ways, including the Namekagon River, 
Wisconsin River and Rock River.   The 
audience was filled with 180 environ-
mentalists, landowners, indigenous 
people, young people, climate activists 
and other concerned community mem-
bers.  Paul DeMain, the publisher and 
editor of News from Indian Country, 
and Mark Borchardt, the founder of 80 
Feet is Enough! and landowner along the 
pipeline, emceed and hosted the event.  
As Borchardt said, “We are here tonight 
to build alliances and coalitions, bring 
together property rights advocates, land-
owners, environmentalists, and tribes in 
Wisconsin.  We are banding together to 
protect our homes and water.”  

Speakers included former Ho-Chunk President Jon Greendeer; 
a panel with people who could be directly impacted by the 
pipeline; three members of the 13 Youth Climate Intervenors 
who have gained formal legal status in the Line 3 Replacement 
process in Minnesota on the grounds that their generation 
will be directly impacted by these decisions, including Akilah 
Sanders Reed, Brent Murcia, and 16-year-old Sophia Manolis; 
and concluded with Bold Alliance founder Jane Kleeb speak-
ing about Bold Nebraska’s history of stopping the Keystone XL 
Pipeline twice and their plans to make it a third. 

Go to sierraclub.org/wisconsin to read more about the event 
or to watch the whole thing (recorded and livestreamed by 
IndianCountryTV).

Following the summit, about 70 people stayed for the rest 
of the weekend to meet and learn from each other, strategize 
how to stop the Line 66 pipeline and have fun!  Participants 

discussed media campaigns, possible safeguards, the eminent 
domain process and other ways to stop the pipeline.  Partici-
pants identified opportunities to collaborate on key campaigns 
and issues.  The whole group identified key projects that the 
group will work on moving forward, so stay tuned! 

Eminent Domain Reform Campaign Moves Forward

80 Feet is Enough!, WiSE Alliance and other groups and 
landowners are moving forward on a campaign to reform 
Wisconsin’s eminent domain laws that would prohibit eminent 
domain for private gain for oil pipelines.  Right now, Enbridge 
could potentially use eminent domain (traditionally used for 
highways and other public projects) to take Wisconsinites’ 
land for their pipeline, so that Enbridge can make money 
off of the oil transport, possibly to the Gulf where it will be 
exported with little to no benefit to Wisconsin.  
Building on the momentum created in August when the Wood 
County Board passed a resolution calling on the State Legis-
lature to reform the eminent domain law, Walworth County 
passed the same resolution.

Contact Elizabeth Ward at Elizabeth.ward@sierraclub.org or 
(608) 256-0565 if you would like to push your community 
or county to pass a similar resolution.
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TRANSPORTATION

Victories for Transportation Advocates
The State Transportation Budget

At the end of September, the state budget was finally passed. 
The transportation debate had held up the budget for months. 
Happily, many reasonable transportation outcomes were 
included in the final budget. The state has allocated $400 
million for spending in the transportation budget. This budget 
signified a step in the right di-
rection for re-prioritizing trans-
portation needs. Most notably, 
the I-94 East-West highway 
expansion did not receive fund-
ing. This allowed for money to 
go toward more important local 
priorities. Local road and bridge 
funding saw an increase, as did 
funding for specialized trans-
portation for seniors and people 
with disabilities. 

While there were many victories 
in this budget cycle, there were 
areas for concern as well. A 
clause will make building walk-
able and bikeable communities 
more difficult by eliminating 
the ability for local governments 
to condemn property, which 
makes it easier for one property 
owner to halt a project to build 
a sidewalk or bike path. Fur-
thermore, despite reducing air 
pollution, hybrid and electric 
car owners will have to pay extra 
fees to register their vehicles, in-
cluding $75 for hybrid owners 
and $100 for electric vehicle owners. 

Huge Victory: Wasteful I-94 East-West 
Expansion Canceled

After a very long saga, the John Muir Chapter and allies in the 
Coalition for More Responsible Transportation can officially 
declare victory on the I-94 expansion in Milwaukee.  Expand-
ing the I-94 East-West Corridor between the Zoo Interchange 
and Marquette interchanges has been proposed multiple 
times, but in October the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(DOT) rescinded approval on the project. 

The Coalition for More Responsible Transportation was 
opposed to this project because Milwaukee didn’t want it, 

Wisconsin couldn’t afford it, and the future didn’t need it. The 
cities of Milwaukee and Wauwatosa both passed resolutions 
opposing the I-94 East-West expansion. Milwaukee County 
called for the funding for the project to be used on improving 
transit and fixing potholes instead of unnecessarily widening a 
highway, which would disproportionately impact communities 

of color and individuals who 
cannot drive. The billion-dollar 
expense of the project misplaces 
limited transportation funds 
at the expense of Wisconsin’s 
transit systems and local roads. 
With Wisconsin’s young adults 
preferring to drive less and 
seniors outliving their ability to 
drive, it is essential to invest in 
a 21st century transportation 
system that offers more diverse 
modes of transportation than 
driving a personal vehicle. 
For years, Sierra Club and the 
Coalition for More Responsi-
ble Transportation highlighted 
what was wrong with the I-94 
project and proposed alternative 
solutions to address Southeast 
Wisconsin’s transportation 
needs. That hard work paid off! 

The cancellation of this highway 
is a step in the right direction, 
but there is still a lot that must 
be done to address the mis-
placed priorities in Wisconsin’s 
transportation system. For the 

environment, for the health of Wisconsinites, and for equi-
table access to jobs and other opportunities, better transit 
systems are essential.

What’s Next?
With the state budget and several victories behind the coali-
tion, it is time to start working toward a transportation system 
that works for everyone. The Chapter and its allies are working 
locally to build up powerful coalitions working toward for-
ward-thinking transportation systems that work for everyone, 
regardless of ability to drive or ownership of a personal vehicle. 

Cassie Steiner
Chapter Public Relations and Outreach Associate

Members of the Coalition for More Responsible 
Transportation host a press conference announcing 
the I-94 victory. 

sierra club 12 17 muir view.indd   4 12/18/17   1:01 PM



 SIERRACLUB.ORG/WISCONSIN     5

AWARDS

Honoring our environmental champions
On October 7 the Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter celebrated 
the many volunteers who have contributed to our efforts to 
explore, enjoy and protect in 2017. In addition to thanking 
the volunteers who are the foundation of our organization, we 
took the opportunity to recognize a handful of individuals, 
elected officials and organizations with chapter awards. Photos 
from this inspirational event can be found on the Sierra Club 
Wisconsin Facebook page.

The 2017 Sierra Club John Muir Chapter award recipients 
include:

Jim Kerler, current chapter Exec-
utive Committee Member, received 
the JJ & Pat Werner award. This 
award is given to leaders who show 
an undying commitment to the 
goals and mission of the chap-
ter. Kerler was recognized for his 
commitment and accomplishments 
both within the club and the com-
munity. He has volunteered time, 

talent and treasure at all levels of the Sierra Club and has held 
multiple offices on both the Chapter and Great Waters Group 
Executive Committees.

The Merit Award recognizing valuable leadership within the 
environmental movement was presented to Kendl Kobbervig. 
Kobbervig has proven to be a diplomatic and strategic leader 
within the club. She has been instrumental in forming the 
chapter’s equity committee and brings her passion and vision 
to the Executive Committee, water team and Sierra Student 
Coalition. 

The Wildflower award is given to volunteers who exemplify all 
that is wonderful within the environment and the club, and 
act as mentors and inspiration to new and existing activists. 
Three Wildflower awards were presented to individuals who 
each bring their own unique strengths to the club. Carol 
“Lee” Balek represents the northwestern part of our state on 
the chapter Executive Committee. She is a true “Ambassador 
of the Sierra Club” forming relationships with members in her 
region, on the board and within our Mining and Tar Sands 
campaigns. Heather Wittrock was recognized for the ongoing 
high-level, professional support she provides to the fundrais-
ing, membership and nominating committees as well as the 
chapter treasurer. These behind-the-scenes activities provide 
the foundation that our campaigns are built on. Laura Don-
ovan was recognized for her impressive accomplishments as a 
student leader including leading the statewide charge for stu-
dent government resolutions to support clean energy, becom-

ing active in the Wisconsin Youth Network and her advocacy 
work for transit and tar sands campaigns, to name a few.

Wauwatosa Alderman Jason Wilke received the Torchbearer 
Award for lending his time, talent and leadership to several 
important environmental projects in Wauwatosa and Milwau-
kee. His vision for the development of Hartung Park led to 
the incorporation of unsprayed prairie and green space that 
includes a playing field, playground, a labyrinth, a detention 
pond, and an inter-generational recreational area. His actions 
and commitment demonstrate how to be a good steward of 
the environment.

Chapter Political Chair Dave Blouin received the LD Rock-
well award for his years of exceptional leadership of the 
chapter’s political committee. Blouin spearheads the state en-
dorsement process, the development of a legislative scorecard 
and the creation and distribution of political communications 
during each election cycle. Thanks to Blouin’s leadership and 
expertise, the Chapter is able to offer members these tools to 
help them understand where their leaders and candidates stand 
on environmental issues. 

Tonya Petrick was awarded the New Activist award for her 
outstanding work on the John Muir Chapter Water Team. 
Tonya took the lead on planning successful press events for 
the release of the team’s Water White Papers in Stevens Point 
and Eau Claire. Her willingness to take on new challenges, 
make calls, reach out to people, and take care of logistics on 
the ground are the ingredients for volunteer success at the local 
level.

Members of the group 80 Feet is Enough! were awarded the 
Good Citizen award for their advocacy on behalf of landown-
ers who would be negatively impacted by tar sands pipelines. 
The group has brought together people from diverse political 
and social backgrounds and has built a strong foundation of 
trust with one another and with the Sierra Club through trans-
parency, authenticity and the common values these individuals 
share, including protecting their homes, families and property 
from the pipeline. 

Special thanks also go out to Community Shares of 
Wisconsin for sponsoring the event to honor our volunteers 
and awardees. 

Liz Wessel 
presents 
award to 
Jim Kerler.
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GREEN REVIEW

THE PHOTO ARK: ONE MAN’S 
QUEST TO DOCUMENT THE 
WORLD’S ANIMALS
BY JOEL SARTORE
399 PP. NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

“Look,” Contributor Douglas Chad-
wick implores us. Five decades 
after the first Earth Day the human 
population has more than doubled 
to 7.5 billion. Consequently, we 
have less space and fewer resourc-
es for other earthly inhabitants. 
The total population of large 
wildlife fell by half. The biomass of 
all land-dwelling vertebrates is now 
composed of 90 percent humans. 
We are a heavy toll on the plan-
et and have squeezed out other 
species. Extinction rates are one 
thousand times higher than past 
averages. Sartore makes us look at 
what is left. 

Sartore wants you to care about 
these animals, and he presents 
them to you using a personal 
artistry that compels you to see 
each specific being. Color photos 
on black or white canvas empha-
size the individual. Meet a mandrill. 
Hazel eyes—all iris and pupil stare 
past you as if they understand 
something you have lost. A long red 
nose bisects a white shell to form a 
face that sounds an alarm. Across 
the page a white, red and green 
derbyana flower beetle is present-
ed in full page, as if this beetle is as 
important as the large mammal. 
Could this be?  

A pink-tipped anemone surpasses 
the beauty of any Chihuly glass 

sculpture with its tangled mass 
of white and pink spires. Across 
the page, an East African crowned 
crane wears his own spires and bril-
liant colors and seems to address 
the anemone in an artistic artifice 
of relationship. 

A caracal luxuriates on a white 
surface and stares into your eyes. 
Across the page a silver marmoset 
considers you. What are you? What 
will you do?  

Each set of pictures is a study in 
respect. A common garden snail 
stretches out regally. The facing 
page cheetah looks back to the 
snail, creating a directional force 
that forbids us to dismiss the snail 
as we consider one of the most 
majestic animals in the animal 
kingdom. 

Readers are sure to spend hours in 
wonder in a visual feast of bio-
philia. Wonder can spark action. 
The forward by Harrison Ford (yes, 
Indiana Jones) suggests that if we 
consider species one by one, we 
can make a difference. The Photo 
Ark is more than a book; it’s a 
project we can participate in. There 
are more pictures to take and more 
relationships to spark. See more 
pictures and videos at https://
www.nationalgeographic.org/proj-
ects/photo-ark/. Spend time with 
this important book. Look, then act 
for the animals that share our ark. 
As Harrison Ford says, “We are in 
the boat together.”

Amy Lou Jenkins
Jenkins is the award-winning author 
of Every Natural Fact: Five Seasons 
of Open-Air Parenting. If you have a 
book to consider for review, contact 
Amy Lou Jenkins at www.JackWalk-
erPress. See her review of It’s My 
Country Too in the current issue of 
Consequence Magazine.

POLITICAL

Looking Ahead to 
2018 Election
The John Muir Chapter is looking ahead to a busy 
election year in 2018 with major races including 
US Senate and Congress, Wisconsin’s full state 
Assembly and odd-numbered Senate districts, plus 
a statewide race for Governor. The Chapter will 
be making endorsements in many of these races 
to give us the opportunity to reshape Wisconsin’s 
political landscape. That landscape – unchecked 
one-party control of state and federal policy—
has worked against the Sierra Club’s interests in 
Wisconsin for several years, so the organization is 
excited about the prospect of making real electoral 
progress next year.
 
 The 2018 elections are shaping up to be a refer-
endum on the current divisive rhetoric and policy; 
additionally recent special election results are very 
encouraging. Progressive candidates, including a 
high percentage of women, won recent elections in 
states including Virginia, Oklahoma, Georgia and 
Washington. Those results demonstrate that voters 
are rejecting President Trump and his followers’ 
vision for the country and are encouraging activists 
to work hard to grow the momentum for change.
 
 

The John Muir Chapter will need you to help 
grow and foster the political changes needed to 
halt and even reverse the extremist policy changes 
made by Wisconsin’s state government. Sierra Club 
members can and will affect election outcomes 
next year, but only if they participate. The Chapter 
is looking for motivated members all across the 
state to participate in the Political Committee to 
help with candidate evaluations, recruitment and 
organizing member support for campaigns. Please 
contact Dave Blouin at burroak15@gmail.com to 
learn more.

Sierra Club members can 
and will affect election 
outcomes next year, but 
only if they participate.
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LEGISLATIVE

Summarizing 2017 Legislative Session
Addressing Wisconsin’s Lead Pipe Problem

Thanks to pressure from the Sierra Club and many, many 
other groups and municipalities, the Senate and Assembly have 
passed different versions of a bill that will make it easier for 
municipalities to support homeowners in replacing lead pipes 
in their homes.  Though the Senate and Assembly still have to 
work together to reconcile the bills, it will likely pass early in 
2018 and become law.  

Budget

Months late, the state’s budget was passed in early Septem-
ber.  There were a few upsides, including the elimination of 
the wasteful I-94 highway expansion project in Milwaukee.  
Additionally, though originally discussed, the final budget did 
not cut funding to the Department of Natural Resources or 
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program. 

Unfortunately, the budget did not include expanded funding 
for county conservation staff, who are integral for addressing 
non-point pollution issues around the state.  Also, the final 
budget removed an important forestry tax, decreased funding 
to manage state forests, and did not restore funding for state 
parks, leaving the system with a structural deficit.

Local Take-Over

The legislature has passed a bill that limits the authority of 
municipalities to regulate activities in their communities by 
eliminating the ability to reject conditional use permits and 
other zoning options.

Take Action!

There are a number of bad bills that have been proposed but 
have not passed yet.  The legislative session will be wrapping 
up early this year, but there is time to stop them!  Contact 
your Assemblyperson and Senator and ask them to oppose 
these detrimental bills.  Visit sierraclub.org/Wisconsin for 
more information.

Wetlands Destruction Bill (AB547):  This bill would strip 
protections for all state wetlands.  State wetlands make up 20 
percent of the remaining wetlands in the state, approximately 
1 million acres.  They are vital for flood control, water purifi-
cation, habitat and much more.

Poor Air Quality Package (SB466, SB457, SB463, SB459):This 
package of bills would weaken our air pollution protections.  
The worst would eliminate all of the Wisconsin-specific air 
protections—about 90 percent or our current standards.

Administrative Rules: Agencies tailor and enforce laws through 
administrative rules.  These rules are created through long pro-
cesses to ensure public comment, and considerations of science 
and best practices.  There is a bill that would make all admin-
istrative rules expire on a nine-year rolling timeline.  This will 
slow down rule making and potentially eliminate important 
protections until new rules have been established. 

Bill Davis 
Chapter Director

Elizabeth Ward
Chapter Conservation Programs Coordinator

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE?

Ensure your environmental legacy by naming Sierra 

Club or your favorite Sierra Club Chapter in your will 

or trust. These gifts cost you nothing now. You can 

hold on to your assets for as long as you need them 

and you can change your benefi ciaries at any time.

LORI SULLIVAN Director of Gift Planning
2101 Webster St, Suite 1300, Oakland, CA 94612

If you have named Sierra Club or your Chapter as a 
beneficiary or would like to discuss doing so, please 

contact us today

(800) 932-4270
 gift.planning@sierraclub.org
sierraclubplanning.org
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‘Mining Giveaway Bill’ Passed
Thank you to all of the John Muir Chapter members who 
fought so hard to preserve the Prove It First law for metallic 
sulfide mining. The introduction of Senator Tom Tiffany’s 
special interest bill this summer gave us little time to organize 
against the repeal of the law, yet we still came very close to 
keeping the bill from passage in the Senate. Unfortunately, a 
handful of last-minute minor amendments were enough to 
move four state GOP Senators off the fence in favor of the 
bill. 

The result – the repeal of Prove It First plus the addition of 
other special favors for the mining industry—for now, only 
benefits a single foreign mining company, Aquila Resources. 
Aquila acknowledged it helped draft Tiffany’s legislation. Aq-
uila has conducted exploration drilling in recent years at two 
deposits (“Reef” in Marathon County and “Bend” in Taylor 
County) that we continue to watch closely for any develop-
ments. A second foreign company, Keweenaw Copper, also 
helped draft the bill and its interest in our mineral resources 
is as yet unknown. 

In the meantime, we have joined the Michigan Chapter of 
the Sierra Club in opposition to Aquila’s Back Forty open pit 
copper and gold sulfide mine next to the Menominee River. 
Resistance efforts are growing in Michigan and Wiscon-
sin counties near the extraction site. Aquila has stated that 
gold ore mined at the Reef deposit could be shipped to and 
processed using cyanide at the Back Forty mine processing 
plant in Michigan. The use of cyanide plus millions of tons of 
acid-causing wastes are unacceptable risks to the Menominee 
River. 

Let’s remember that Sen. Tiffany may have repealed the Prove 
It First law, but the fact remains that there are still no success-
ful examples of metallic sulfide mining that the industry can 
use to support their claims of safe operations. As such, the 
John Muir Chapter is committed to continue to fight back 
against disastrous mining that threatens Wisconsin.

Dave Blouin 
Chapter Mining Committee Chair

ISSUES AT A GLANCE

Forest and Wildlife Team Launches
A group of 15 members from 
across the state has reconstituted 
our Forest and Wildlife Team 
and has started working togeth-
er. The team is compiling infor-
mation to disseminate through a 
variety of means to educate and 
counter misconceptions about 
ecosystems and wildlife manage-
ment. The team has identified 
several policy-related issues to 
focus on, including the rational 
management of wolves, increas-
ing state park funding, ending 
payments for wolf-on-hound 
depredation, and reducing the 
potential for dangerous user 
conflicts on public lands. If you 
are interested in working with 
this team contact Bill Davis at 
bill.davis@sierraclub.org. 
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UW-Madison Sierra Student Coalition
The UW-Madison Sierra Student 
Coalition chapter has had a busy and 
productive start to the semester. With 
nine student coordinators, a variety 
of exciting events and a consistent 
turnout of 15-20 students per meet-

ing, we have successfully engaged our 
members in conservation issues while 
developing leadership and exploring the 
human relationship to the planet and 
each other. Highlights include a lunch 
discussion with Carolyn Finney, the 

author of Black Faces, White Spaces, a 
trip to Devil’s Lake State Park, and our 
“adoption” as caretakers of the Muir 
Woods section of the Lakeshore Nature 
Preserve.

Nebraska Public Utilities Commission 
Slows Down Keystone XL Pipeline
In November the Nebraska Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) made its decision on the Keystone XL Pipeline.  This 
would have been the final approval for TransCanada before 
they could move forward on the construction of the pipeline 
(President Trump gave the federal approval in January). 

In a 3-2 vote, the PUC voted to approve the Keystone XL 
Pipeline if built next to the existing pipeline.  On the surface, 
this looks like a big loss for activists and victory for pipeline 
company TransCanada. However, this puts up a big (possibly 
insurmountable) barrier for TransCanada.  They will have to 

go back to the drawing board and get easements from land-
owners, get state and federal water and wetland permits, and 
go through the full process again to get Presidential approval.  
This could take years, and it’s possible TransCanada or its 
investors will not want to wait for it.

This is a victory for the Keystone XL fight and everyone who 
participated in sending public comments, joining a march, 
sharing information online, or participated in any other way, 
made it possible. 

Locally Grown, 
Nationally Known: 
Celebrating in Milwaukee

More than 50 Sierrans and friends gathered at Anodyne 
Coffee Roasters in Milwaukee on November 2 for a chapter 
fundraiser. In addition to enjoying delicious, locally sourced 
appetizers, guests learned about Sierra Club efforts in the 
Milwaukee area in-
cluding Beyond Coal 
Campaign organizing 
efforts in Oak Creek 
and the new Nearby 
Nature program. We 
also celebrated the 
halting of the I-94 
expansion project and 
honored Wauwatosa 
Alder Jason Wilke 
with the chapter’s 
Torchbearer award.

Celebrating our 
Volunteers!
Volunteers of all ages and backgrounds gathered on 
October 7 at the John Muir Chapter Volunteer Appre-
ciation Party and Awards Ceremony. Volunteers are the 
foundation of our grassroots organization.
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OUTINGS

2018 Paddling Adventures in Quetico and Wisconsin
Don’t miss the opportunity to enjoy the wild Northwoods on 
canoe outings offered by the John Muir Chapter. In addition 

to our annual outing to Quetico Park, offered since 2004, we 
have additional offerings in Wisconsin.

Our outings leaders are experienced wilderness veterans with 
Wilderness First Aid training and Sierra Club’s Outings Lead-
ership Training approvals in addition to their own personal 
outings, life and leadership experiences. For participants, no 
experience is required, but a friendly personality, positive atti-
tude and good physical fitness are invaluable assets. 

Outings fees include all group supplies, equipment, food and 
lodging—including park permits and taxes. Not included are 
personal pre/post outings travel costs, passports, permits and 
fishing licenses. You supply your personal camping gear and 
clothing.  Contact outings leaders for additional information 
about registration – including where to send your deposit to 
reserve your spot. 

All outing fees allow participants to offer support to the John 
Muir Chapter Outings Program and its ability to continue 
offering these outings annually. Additional contributions to 
this fund are always welcome. 
 
BOUNDARY WATERS WILDERNESS/QUETICO PROVINCIAL 
PARK CANOE TRIPS

Spanning the international border between Northeast Minne-
sota and Southwest Ontario, Quetico Provincial Park, a gem in 
the heart of North America, offers the largest expanse of wild, 
public access lands in the region. With more than 2,000 lakes 
and almost 1.2 million acres of remote wilderness, Quetico 

offers travelers picturesque scenery while navigating the rugged 
beauty of its towering rock cliffs, majestic waterfalls, and virgin 
pine and spruce forests. 

Women’s Quetico Outing 1 – Clear
JULY 27 – AUGUST 5 (8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS; PADDLE/PORTAGE/CAMP)
•• Leader:  Janet Clear - 608-833-1339, janetclear@gmail.

com 
•• Outing Departure Point: Moose Lake - Ely, Minn. area.
•• Outing Cost: $700 including $300 deposit

Women-only trip.  Experience the fun and adventure of 
Quetico.  You will paddle and portage lakes and streams while 
enjoying the beauty of this vast wilderness.  Two layover days 
are planned, so while you will be challenged, there will be time 
to relax.  Limited to nine participants.

Angler’s Quetico Outing 2 – McDermott and Stahl
AUGUST 3-12, 2018 (8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS; PADDLE/PORTAGE/CAMP)
•• Co-Leaders:  Nancy McDermott 608-238-1421 njmc-

derm@gmail.com and Will Stahl 920-725-9185 wrsy55@
sbcglobal.net

•• Outing Departure Point: Either Moose Lake - Ely, Minn. 
area or Gunflint Trail, Minn.

•• Outing Cost: $700 including $300 deposit
Fishing enthusiasts will enjoy one or two base camp days 
sandwiched between canoe travel days in and out of the park 
to maximize fishing and cooking delicious fresh fish meals. 
Limited to nine participants.

Paddler’s Quetico Outing 3 
LATE SUMMER (8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS; PADDLE/PORTAGE/CAMP)
•• Outing type: paddle/portage/camp
•• Leader: TBD
•• Outing cost: $700 including $300 deposit

Dates and a leader will be arranged if there is enough interest 
in a co-ed trip. Limited to nine participants. Contact Nancy 
McDermott 608-238-1421 njmcderm@gmail.com with your 
preferred dates in late August – September.

OTHER WISCONSIN OUTINGS

Women’s Namekagon River Trip 
JULY 12-15, 2018 (4 DAYS, 3 NIGHTS; PADDLE/CAMP)
•	 Co-Leaders:  Vicki Christianson 715-827-0379 vicki.

christianson@yahoo.com and Nancy McDermott 608-
238-1421 njmcderm@gmail.com

•	 Outing Departure Point: Trego, Wis.
•	 Outing Cost: $175 including $75 deposit
Enjoy all summer has to offer on this women-only leisurely 

continued on p. 11
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continued from p. 10

paddle covering 35 miles of the Namekagon and St. Croix 
Rivers (from County K Landing to Riverside Landing 
on the St. Croix river) which are part of the Saint Croix 
National Scenic Riverway in Northern Wisconsin. The 
Namekagon section of the trip offers a combination of 
gentle rapids and smooth flowing current, but the last day 
near the confluence of the St. Croix river will bring several 
small rapids. Some paddling experience recommended. 
Limited to eight participants.
 
LIABILITY WAIVER & CARPOOLING
While no experience is required, all participants must 
complete a medical history and canoe experience form, 
and then be approved by their outing leader before partici-
pating on any outing. Liability insurance coverage is provided 
by Sierra Club for all participants. All forms are available for 
viewing by any prospective participant upon request.
In the interests of facilitating logistics for some outings, it is 
customary that participants make carpooling arrangements 
to the outing’s starting point. Sierra Club outings insurance 
does not cover the time prior to, or following, the outing 

when the crew may still travel together. Therefore, carpool-
ing, ride sharing or similar activities are a private arrangement 
made among participants and not part of the offering.
CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does 
not constitute approval by the State of California.

Nancy McDermott 
Outings Leader

CHAPTER ELECTIONS

Meet The Elected Executive Committee Members!
The John Muir Chapter welcomes 
John Engel to the Executive Commit-
tee this year. John became involved 
with the Sierra Club approximately 
five years ago when he joined the Fox 
Valley Group after retirement. Cur-
rently, John serves as the Fox Valley 
Group Vice-Chair and Conservation 
Chair, and he won the New Activist 
of the Year Award in 2015. He looks 
forward to reaching out and provid-

ing members more opportunities to become engaged in the 
Club’s mission, especially by protecting water resources and 
challenging polluters.

Kendl Kobbervig has been elected to 
serve on the Executive Committee 
this year. Kendl became involved with 
the John Muir Chapter as an intern 
with the Water and CAFO cam-
paign team in 2016, and she hasn’t 
looked back. She served the Executive 
Committee as an at-large member in 
September 2016, led efforts to found 

the Equity, Inclusion and Justice Committee in February 2017 
and was elected Chair of the UW-Madison Sierra Student 
Coalition in May of 2017. She looks forward to building and 
championing for environmental justice, grassroots connec-
tions, and equity within the organization and communities. 

The John Muir Chapter welcomes 
Abby Lois to the Executive Commit-
tee. Abby became involved with the 
Sierra Club during the organizing of 
the Madison People’s Climate March 
in 2017, when she played a large role 
in campus and community involve-
ment through contacting student 
leaders and professors, posting flyers, 
chalking sidewalks and speaking in 
classes. She is a recent UW-Madison 

graduate and is excited about the club’s work in pushing for a 
transition from coal to clean energy. 

Heather Wittrock
Chapter Volunteer
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CLEAN ENERGY

Moving Beyond Coal: 
Oak Creek, Madison, and More!
Clean Power Coalition - Southeast Wisconsin
Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign in the Milwaukee-Ra-
cine area is making steady progress. We are working with 
other environmental and health groups under the name 
Clean Power Coalition-Southeast Wisconsin. In October, we 
held a beach clean-up event at Bender Park, pictured below, 
which was a great success. Our volunteers did an excellent 
job working to keep Bender Park clean and accessible while 
helping to raise awareness about pollution from the Oak Creek 
Coal Plant next door. Then, in November, we held a screen-
ing of Cheshire, Ohio: A Question of Power, a film about a 
town next to the Gavin Coal Plant in Ohio that was pollut-
ed, bought-out and bulldozed by American Electric Power. 
The producer of the film, Eve Morgenstern, joined us for a 
discussion afterwards on the negative impacts of coal on local 
communities, including Oak Creek and Caledonia.
Interested in getting involved? Email miranda.ehrlich@sier-
raclub.org or like our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/cleanpowersoutheast/

Miranda Ehrlich 
Beyond Coal Organizing Apprentice

Madison Beyond Coal

2017 marked some major victories for local renewable energy 
activists, including the city of Madison’s 100 percent renew-
able energy goal and the approval of a new wind farm for 
Madison Gas and Electric. But with your help, 2018 is going 
to be even more exciting! With the support of students, busi-
nesses, neighborhood associations in Madison and grassroots 
leaders like you, we can build a movement that won’t stop un-
til we have 100 percent clean energy for all. What ideas do you 
have to help us get to a future of energy justice and democracy, 
good jobs, and a healthy climate? Let the Madison Beyond 
Coal team know by sending an email to devin.martin@sier-
raclub.org, or contact us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
WIBeyondCoal. 

Devin Martin 
Beyond Coal Organizer

Students Lead the Way

A number of student organizations, including the Sierra 
Student Coalition, joined forces beginning in September 
2017 to commit the University of Wisconsin-Madison to 100 
percent clean energy by 2030. Using the principles of demo-
cratic and grassroots organizing, they have spent the semester 
empowering and organizing students to conduct informational 
interviews, lead strategy sessions, and forge alliances with key 
stakeholders, administrators, and faculty members. Ultimately, 
they hope to develop a Clean Energy Committee, with repre-
sentation from UW staff, faculty and students that will guide 
the University’s transition to renewable energy.

Kendl Kobbervig
Chapter Executive Committee Member

Moments to Celebrate, continued from page 1

Locally

100% Clean Energy: With activism from Sierra Club mem-
bers in Madison, the city council unanimously supported a 
resolution for a community-wide 100 percent clean energy 
goal. With its passing, Madison became the first city in Wis-
consin and one of the largest in the Midwest to pass a goal 
for 100 percent clean energy!

Water Protection: In November, the Kewaunee County Board 

passed an ordinance that regulates the application of liquid 
manure, hoping to reduce water pollution. The board unani-
mously supported this resolution, which lays the groundwork 
for other counties impacted by manure runoff to pass similar 
resolutions. 

All of these victories come in a larger context. In 2017, 
millions of Americans have taken action to protect health-
care, immigrants, and LGBT and women’s rights. This year 
demonstrated the power that mass movements hold, and the 
John Muir Chapter hopes  the momentum to protect people 
and the planet continues through 2018. 
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Thank You to Our Donors
Your generous contributions-above and beyond your membership dues-provided crucial support for our local grass-
roots campaigns to protect Wisconsin’s water, land and wildlife.

A
Lorraine Adkins; Seymour J. Adler; Karen Agee & 
Scott Fulton; Steven Ahl; Richard A. Albert; T. & 
G. V. Alioto III; Brenner Allen; Carol Allen; Angie 
Alseth; Todd Ambs & Beth Wentzel; Bernadette 
Amerasinghe; Suzanne Ammerman; Dale Anders; 
Dan Anderson & Joan Nugent; Dean Anderson; 
Dennis & Kathleen Anderson; Janet Anderson & 
Allen Becker; Kathy Anderson; Teresa Anderson; 
Joseph & Patricia Andrews; Dr. Peter & Nicolina 
Andrews; Annamarie T. Andrews & Arthur Wood; 
Melissa Anglin; Jennifer Argelander; Beverly Arm-
strong; Joan Arnold; Irene & Waldo Asp; Yvonne 
Attonito. 

B 
Ronald A. Backus; Jay Balachandran; Helen 
Baldwin; Dennis Ball; Tania Banak; Dave Bange; 
Nikki Barnes; Barbara M. & Byron Barrington; 
Sarah Bartash; Dan Barth; Michael Batuzich; Daniel 
Baumann; Thomas & Christine Baumgart; Bruce 
C. Bayley; Kimberly Becken; Patricia Becker; Ms. 
Leigh Begalske; Janice Behn; Allan D. Belden; Ed 
& Jackie Belka; David Bell; Ricki Bellos; David 
& Holly Bender; Ryan Bender; Michele Benesh; 
Robin Benkoske; Joan Bennett; Dr. John Bennin; 
Amy & Bill Benson; Karen E. Benson; Mr. & Mrs. 
Todd Berens; Irv & Janet Berlin; G. Galin & Carol 
Berrier; Sharon & James Bertrand; William & 
Elaine Bethke; Warren F. Biel; Victoria A. Billings; 
Leigh Billings-Hale; Janine Bina; Lori Bird; Pamela 
Bisbee; Spencer Black & Pamela Fornell; Patty 
Blakesley; Joan & Darren Blankenship; D. Demarb 
& S. Blankman; Carolyn & Lurton Blassingame; 
Carole Blemker; Thomas Blotz; Charles Boardman; 
Christopher Bock; Harriet Bocksenbaum; Bruce 
& Roberta Boczkiwicz; Joe & Emily Bodenstein-
er; Dave & Laura Bogenrief; Harriet Bohn; Rich 
Bolton; Jo Ann Bonk; Joan Bonner; Steve Books; 
Mark Borchardt; Jennifer Borski; Barry Boyer; 
Thomas Boykoff; Susan Braeger; Rosemarie Braun; 
J. Brehm & S. Quayle; Mary Brennan; Marge F. 
Brewer; Ron & Doris Brewster; David & Lillian 
Brice; David R. Briles; Bradley Brin; Cheri & Tom 
Briscoe; Kathie Brock; Dean Brockmeier; Carol 
Brooks & Wayne Bigelow; Tom & Jean Brooks; 
Judy Brooks-Levar; Betty Brown; Jeff & Kristen 
Brown; Jennifer Brown; Laura Brown & Dr. Mark 
Shahan; N. Brown-Koeller & J. Koeller; Kathleen 
& John Bruce; David & Barbara Bryce; Linda 

Buchsbaum; Albert Bue; Miriam Bugnacki; Nancy 
Buley; D. K. Bustamante & T. Middleton; Maria 
Butkowski; Linda Buzzar; Ronald & Phant Byers. 

C 
P. Caffrey & M. Zappen; John Calabrese; Ruth J. 
Caldiero; David Calhoon; Mary Campbell; Bill 
Camplin; Linda Candlin; Mike Caplinger; Karen 
Carl; Daphne Carney; P. Casad; Jean A. Casper; 
Bernadette H. Cassata; Diana Champlin; Robert 
& Diane Chandler; Darlene & Rick Charboneau; 
Jill Christensen; Vicki Christianson; Jane & Jerry 
Christie; Jill Christopherson; Elizabeth Churchill; 
Judith Clark; Loralee Clark; John E. Clarke; Andrea 
Cockerham; Martha Cole; Steven Coleman; Andy 
& Mary Collins; Pam Collins; Audrey M. Conant; 
Deb Congdon; Anne & Tim Connor; James & 
Susan Connors; Carlyn Conway; Karin Cooke; 
Janis & Dennis Cooper; Nancy Cooperrider; Ruth 
Ann Corrao; Joe & Barbara Corry; Frank Court; B. 
& M. Crapster-Pregont; James Crawford; K Crit-
tenden & K. Rodolfo; Helena Campbell & Craig 
Cullum; Terrence Cummings; Ms Devon Cupery

D 
Russell Dagon; Susan L. & Thomas J. Dahl; Lynda 
Dale; Andrew Dane; Eddee Daniel; D. Daniels; 
Michael Daun; Daniel Davenport; Richard & 
Mary Davenport; Susan & Richard Davidson; 
Bill Davis & Jane Elder; James Davison; Gerald 
DeAmico; Larry Debbert; Donald Debruyn; Sharon 
Decicco; Robert D. Decker; Laura DeGolier; Kelly 
Delaney-Klinger; Evelyn & Harley Dell; Jean & 
Bruce Delong; D. Demarb & S. Blankman; Mrs. 
Glenn Dettinger; David Devalk; Lola & Richard J. 
Deyarman; Candi Diaz; Carol Diaz; Robert Donner 
& Bonnie Wolff; Warren & Ruth Downs; Margaret 
Draeger; Eleni Drakatos; David H. B. Drake; Gene 
Drecktrah; Mary Dresser; Heather Driscoll & Tyler 
Huebner; Marianne Dropp; Bonnie Dryer; B. 
Duerksen & S. Goering; John T. Duffin; Nancy & 
Michael Dunham; Tad & Joan Dunn; Dianne D. 
Dziengel.

E 
Cindy Eagon; William & Judith Earley; Audrey 
Eastman; William Ebbott; Kerman Eckes; Jane 
Edson; Mark & Shari Eggleson; Lois Eierman; 
Theresa Eirich; Michael Eklund; Joan Elias; William 
E Ellison; Maureen Ellsworth; Carol Elvery; Joanne 
Engel & Ken Valdes; Sue & John Engel; Steve 

Engler; Amy & Miles Epstein; Sharon Erickson; 
Beth Esser; Joan Estes; J. Evenson and S. Burdick; 
Lorna Everson.

F 
Scott Farmer; Meg Farrington; Ellis Felker; Marjorie 
Fendt; Don Ferber; John Fernholz; James Ferwerda; 
Sue Fieber; Stephen H. Filbert; Patricia Filzen; 
Earl Finden; Mary Finocchiaro; Gerry & Esther 
Flakas; Carol Fleishauer; Kent & Mary Flodin; 
Susan M. & David V. Florin; Dr. Wesley K. Foell; 
Kay Foley; Norman Fons; Robert E Forbess; Russ 
& Linda Forbess; Amy Ford; Sarah J. Ford; Rachel 
& Robert Formolo; Kent Forsberg; Vivian Foss; 
Jennie Fossland; Donald & Barbara Frank; Burnell 
Franke; Dave Frankson; John & Julie Franz; Charles 
& Anne Frihart; Charles Frisk; Matthias Fuchs; Erin 
Fuller.

G 
William Gaertner; M. Gallagher; Suzanne Gardner; 
Lisa Gasser; Charles A. Gates; David Gebauer; Car-
ole Geddes-Engel; Gerald Geiser; Clifford Germain; 
Ericia A. Gertsch; Claire Gervais & Dave Blouin; 
Kelly & Mike Gezella; Celeste Gibson; James & 
Laura Gibson; Patricia Giese; Barbara Gilmore; 
Carl & Peggy Glassford; Girl Scout Troop 3402; 
Robert Glover; Patricia Gluch; Patti Gmeiner; James 
Godshalk; Dana & Gary Goetz; Alan Goldberg; 
Mary & Marty Golden; Paula Goldman; Georgia 
Gomez-Ibanez; David & Nancy Goode; Mariah 
& Theo Goode; Donna & John Goodrich; Edith 
Goodrich; Jill M. Goodrich; Lee Goodwin; Michael 
Gordon; Tressa Goulding; Gary Goyke & Nancy 
Rottier; Jolie Graf; Dan Graff; Melanie Graham; 
Jim & Sarah Gramentine; Janine Grauvogl Graham; 
Green Concierge Travel LLC; Ken Greening; 
Deborah & Evan Greenland; Gary W. Grimm; 
Frances Groene; Richard Groth; Gerald & Karen 
Grube; Bob & Lynn Grueneberg; Kay Gruling & 
Tim Buttke; Brady G’sell; Nancy Guetschow; Terry 
Gunning; David Gunnulson; Peter & Janice M. 
Gutierrez; Jessie Gwynne.

H 
Jodi Habush Sinykin; Dorothy Hackbarth; Claire 
Hackmann; Dayle Hager; Dean & Dede Hall; Don 
Halloran; Leita & William Hamill Family Fdn; 
Siobhan Hammett; Ruth Hammiller; Bernard & 
Kit Hansen; Brian & Janet Hanson; Craig Hanson; 
Jerome Hanus; Tim & Julie Harder; Carol Hardin; 
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Misty Harper; Dr. Kathryn S. & Doug Harrod; Ju-
dith & John Hartl; Dan & Beth Harvey; Margarete 
Harvey; Robert Hasman; John Haugen; Annabelle 
Havlicek; Meghan Hawkins; Joann Haynes & 
Alan Penn; Stephen Haynes; Robert Hazen; Leon 
Hecht; Joseph Heck; Carolyn Heidemann; Barb 
Heil; Kay Heimerl; Lori Hein; James & Lynn 
Heindl; Katelynn Heizer; Crystal Helmer; Robert 
Helminiak; John & Cindy Helt; Charles Henery; 
Nancy Hennessy; Dave & Glenda Henning; Patricia 
& Jeffrey Henry; Katie Henry; John Herbst; Dr. 
Sidney Herszenson; Laura M. Hesse; David Hetzel; 
Mary Hiebl & Lueder Finken; Frank & Cathy 
Hill; Maria Hill; Francis & Kathryn Hill; Joe & 
Lorna Hilyard; Charity Hirsch; Jeanne Hochstatter; 
Dr. James R. Hodgson; Julie Hoel; Olga Hoesley; 
Micki Hoffmann; Roland Hoffman & Maggie 
Pray; Robert Holdsworth; Ms. Toni Hollencamp; 
Bonnadean Holmes; Bruce D. Honadel; Marianne 
Hondel; Ronald Horn; Judith Houck; Drs. Wm. 
& M. A. Houghton; Aaron Howard; Michael & 
Judy Howden; Craig Howe; Joanne Howe; Geoffrey 
Hudson; Edward Hughes; Susan Hundt Bergan; Pat 
Hung; Martha Hunt; John & Judith Hutchinson; 
Linda Huttenburg

J 
Virginia Jach-Richards; George Jacklin; Annette 
Jacobson; Violet Jacobson; Dan Jaeger; Ruth & Bill 
Jaeger; Kathy Jahnz; Darlene Jakusz; Bruce & Karen 
Jamison; Dan Janssen; Mathew Jaworski; Barbara 
Jenkin; Karen Jensen; Michael Johansen; K. Johan-
son & S. G. Howe; Anne & Scott Johnson; Elaine 
Dorough Johnson; Eric Johnson; Jeff Johnson; 
Kristen Johnson; Mary & Mark Johnson; Tom & 
Maria Johnson; Nancy Johnston; Bob Jome; Joseph 
Jopek; Donald Jung; Peter Jurich.

K 
Garrett Kamerling; Hiroshi & Arlene Kanno; Bri-
anne Karabetsos; Kurt & Dana Karbusicky; Steven 
B. Karges; Conrad Karnish; Sue Kartman & Cindy 
Walters; Mark Kasuboski; E. Katt Reinders & J. 
Reinders; Jane & Vincent Kavaloski; Jane Keggi; 
David & Barbara Kell; Roberta Lynn Keller; Charles 
Kemper; Laverne Kenneke; Mike Kepler; James 
Kerler; Ashley Kerst; Jan Ketzler; Marilyn & Gerald 
Keuler; Kim & Lawrence Kieck; Zach Kilburn; 
Robert & Susan Kinde; Kathleen King; Maureen 
Kinney; Doug Kirk; Lane Kistler; Michael Klasen; 
James Klein; Holly E Klemmer; Elizabeth Klodd; 
Margaret Klose; Janie & Martin Knapp-Cordes; 
Nancy Kniskern; Dodd & Nancy Knutsen; Kathy 
Koenig; Stephen Koermer; Mary Kohl; Sara Koker; 
Deborah & John Konkel; Gloria Kopke; Elaine 
Kotlarek; Douglas  Kowalski; David Kramer; Don 

Kratsch; Dian Krause; Mark Kraushaar; Thomas 
Krauskopf; Bruce Krawisz; Leland Krebs; Sara 
Krebsbach & Glenn Reinl; Terry Krell; Sylvia J 
Kreutzmann; Linda E. & Michael Kriel; Richard 
Kronzer; Wayne & Laura Krueger; Peter Krug; Syl-
via & Lawrence Kruger; Michael & Pamala Kruse; 
Don & Brigid Krutek; Joshua Krzych; Charles & 
Edie Kubicek; John & Gail Kuech; Steven K Kulick; 
Robert Kuller; Mr. Thomas G. Kurtz.

L 
Anita Langer; Amy Lanphear; Mr. & Mrs. Bob 
Laporte; Sara & Bob Larsen; Chris Larson; Jill 
Larson; Doris Laufenberg; Eugene & Gwen Lavin; 
Joan Lawrence; Joel P Lazinger; Tim & Gillian 
Lechmaier; Harlan Ledding; Laurence & Marion 
Lederman; Sally Ledvina; Barbara Lee; Peter W. Lee; 
Rose Marie Lefebvre; Nancy Leffingwell; Ed & Julie 
Lehr; Barb & Dick Lemanski; Joanne Lenburg; Pat-
ty Lennon; Patrick Lenon; Nancy Leurquin; Mary 
J. Lewandowski; Chad Lewis; Steven Libal; Tibi 
Light; Donald Lintner & Becky Jorgensen; Margie 
Loberger; Sandra Ann Locher; Carol Logan; Charlie 
& Eileen Lonsdorf; D. Lonsdorf & M. Chohaney; 
Anna Look; Richard & Mary L. Lorenz; Dr. W. H. 
& Anne M. Love; Gabriele Lubach; David Lucey; 
Melissa Luck; Bruce Luecke; Alan Lukazewski; 
Gregory Lund; Kristen Luppino.

M 
Stewart Macaulay; Larry Mack; Ted & Renate 
Mackmiller; David A. MacLeod; Elizabeth Macy de 
Montenegro; Dr. Peter N. Madden; Denise Mad-
land; Norma & John Magnuson; Richard Magyar 
& Lyria Palas; Alison Mahoney; Lois Malawsky & 
Jay Larkey; J. Maloney & C. Dillenschneider; Nan-
cy Malvick; Cathy Malzacher; Dennis Mangless; 
Lynn Marquardt; Chester & Barbara Martin; David 
Martin; Judy Martin & Kathleen Solie; Betty J. 
Marvin; Cory Masiak; Teresa Mason; P. Mather & 
L. Seidman; Dr. Ronald Mathsen; Richard Matland; 
Constance Matusiak; Terri Matzke; Jennifer & 
Steven McCann; Mary Mccarren; Patricia McCon-
nell; Bob McCurdy; Maureen Mcdonald; Mary E. 
McDougall-Gibbs; Margaret E. McEntire; Michael 
Mcfadden; Randy & Janice McGrath; Margaret 
McGuire; Richard Smith & Pat McKearn; Pam 
McLaughlin; Tom & Kate Mcmahan; Bridget Mc-
Mahon; Edward Mcmilin; Nancy & Brad McNutt; 
Patricia McQuiddy; Carol Meagher; Wyn & Dave 
Mecherly; Patricia Megan; William Meier; G. Meis-
ter & L. Van Valkenberg; William Mello; Richard & 
L. J. Menzel; Joel Merritt; John Mesching; Nicholas 
Meyer; B. Meyocks & D. Flath; Rosalie Migas; Jim 
Millard; Robert & Catherine Miller; Keith Milner; 
Kathy & Don Miner; Lisa Mink; Robert Mitchell; 

James Mlsna; Paul J. Moderacki; Warren & Linda 
Mohar; Jim & Susan Mohr; Amy & Bob Monahan; 
Richard Moninski; Susan Montgomery; Gregg & 
Emily Moore; Lucy G. Moore; William & Dianne 
Moore; Beverly J. Moriearty; Barbara S. Mortensen; 
Allan Mortenson; Marsha Mose; K. Moss; Anne 
& Jerry Mosser; Anna Motivans; Peggy & Gary 
Mott; Christine Muellenbach; Kate Mullins; Donna 
Mumm; John H Munch; Sally Mundt; Martha 
Munger & Donald Mowry; Lisa Munro; Dennis 
Murphy; Lois A. Murray; Jenna Myers; Joan Myers.

N 
Edward Natzke; Judy Neider; Greg & Heather Neil; 
Abraham Nelson; John Neu; Karen Neville; Jane 
Nicholson; Susan Nicola; Meg Nielsen; Judy & Jack 
Nigl; Herbert Nilles; Kenneth Nitz; Stephen Nolan; 
Beth Nytes.

O 
Jeanne & John O’Connell; Katharine Odell; 
Michael & Martha O’Halloran; Richard Olbrich; 
Andy Olsen; Fred Olson; Mathew Olson; Mr. & 
Mrs. Richard Olson; Lisa O’neil; Joann Opsahl; S. 
O’Reilly & K. Kaufman; Nancy Orgeman; Michael 
O’Rourke; Danielle B. Oster; Nancy Osterberg; 
Gerrit & Patricia Ostermick; Peter Ostlind; Win-
ston Ostrow; Gerald Ottone; Richard Ouren; Sarah 
Overholt.

P 
Lloyd W. Page; Penny Paris; Joe Parisi; Jonathan & 
Guila Parker; Kim Parsons; Stephanie Pasciak; D. 
Pasternak & S. Shulfer; James Paulson; Joe Payne; 
Jerilyn & Jeff Pearcy; John Pearson; Roger Peck; 
Liza Peckham; Marilyn Pedretti; Velta Pelcis; Dennis 
& Rebecca Pelzek; Julie Penner; Sonja Penner; Lynn 
Persson; Louise & David Petering; Ann & Wayne 
Peters; Michael Peters; Ted & Karen Peters; Iris H. 
Petersen; Donna Peterson; Jacob Petranek; Floyd 
& Kathryn Petrie; Erik S. Pettersen; Paul Phelps; 
Stephen Pieroni; Will Piikkila; David & Catherine 
Piotrowski; Kathleen Plaisance; Arvid Plein; Joe 
Plouff & Lavonne Solem; John & Mary Plummer; 
Maurice Plummer; Bill Pogge; Fred Polk; William 
Poor; Karen Pope; Linda & Rex Pope; Theodore 
Poull; Laurel Powers; Carol Preston & Mark 
Raddatz; Diane Price; Stewart Procknow; Frederick 
Prom; Donald Propsom & Kim Varnell; Dorothy 
& Mark E Prouty; Gerald Ptacek; J. Purse & M. 
Wiedenhoeft.

R
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Paul H Rabinowitz; John Race; William F. Radtke; 
Kenneth & Anne Raffa; Stephen Ragatz; Elena 
Ramos Scherman; Teresa Ranallo; Judy Ranney 
& Bob Latchaw; Kathy Rasmussen; Steven J. 
Ratfelders; Vicki Rathsack; Pam F. Rawles; Don 
& Carol Reeder; Lisa Reeves; R. Reichardt and S. 
Ihler; Raymond Retzlaff; Dale & Carol Reuter; 
Cheryl Rezabek; Randy Rhode; Stephen B. Rhyner; 
Robert Richgels; William Richner; Cynthia A Rieck; 
David & Dawn Rieckmann; Donna Rifken; Fred 
A. Risser; K. Fred Rist; Louise Robbins; David & 
Jane Roberts; Jeannie Roberts; Judy Rockwell; Carol 
Roe; Russ Roecker; Henry Roessel; Arlene Rogan; 
Greta Rogers; Teresa Rosine; Ron Rosner & Ronnie 
Hess; Janet Ross; Miriam Ross; Janine Rueter; Susan 
Ruggles; John & Joan Ruppenthal; Jeff & Linda 
Russell; Carol Ryan.

S 
Morris Sadicario; Deb Saeger & Christopher McK-
eachie; Gaspare Saladino; Linda Gale Sampson; 
Lucy Sanna; Dawn Sattell-Kulinski; Bill & Susan 
Saucier; James Sauer; Ruth Saunders; Maralee 
Savage; Nora Savage; Stevan Savic; Penny & Dale 
Schaber; Sher Schachameyer; Tom & Pam Schaefer; 
J. Scharfenberg & R. JD. Clark; Catherine Scheibel; 
Maria B. Scheidegger; J. Schimpff & T. Stabo; John 
Schlais; Alyson Schmeisser; Caroline Schmidt; 
David Schmidt; Tim Schmidt; Robert Schmook; 
Sue Schneidler; Pamela Schoechert; Madeline & 
Dale Schoeller; Dr. Donald & Linda Schreiber; 
Claudia Schreiner; John Schrock & Mary Berube; 
Alia Schroeder; Mary Schroeder; William & Ann 
Schultheis; Dale & Rachel Schultz; Jerry & Kathy 
Schultz; Amy Schulz; Evelyn Schulz; Robert Schulz; 
Thomas & Karen Schuppe; Glen Schuster; John 
Schwartz; Robert & Sally Schwarz; Britain Scott; 
Charles Scott; Patrick & Sharon Scott; Barbara 
Sealey; Patti See; John J. Seidl & Karen J. Huske; 
Jim Servais; Bill & Janice Seybold; Pam Shannon & 
Doug Bradley; E. Rachel Shannon-Goodrich; Den-
nis Shea; Mary & Tim Shepardson; Nina Shephard; 
Ronald & Molly Shiffler; Julie Shiner-Bazan; Jane 
M. Shippy; Lynn Shoemaker; Sara Shutkin; Michael 
Siddoway; Beverly Siddoway; Janice Sieber; Judy 
& Robert Siegfried; Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Siehr; B. 
Sieling & M. Schliesman; Robert & Jo Ann Skloot; 
Ms Deborah Skubal; Anne Small; Raymond Smerz; 
Charles R. Smith; Charles Smith; Charlotte Smith; 
Ruth Snedic; Deborah Solis; Louis & Elsbeth Solo-
mon; Sheila Sorkin; Angelika Speckhard; J. Spencer; 
Michael Spencer; Elizabeth L. Sperberg; Carol 
Spiegel; Nancy & Ken Spindler; L. A. Sromovsky 
& E. Hanneman; Robert Stanley; Robert & Paula 
Stec Alt; Robert Steinberg & Cynthia Mealy; Neil 
Steinbring; Rose & Trevor Stephenson; Rochelle 

Stillman; Patricia Stocking; Diane Stone; Dr. 
George T. Stone; Vivian Stone; Holly Stoner; Elaine 
Strassburg; Michael Streibel; Sherry Stridde; Valerie 
Stromquist; Marylyn Stroup; Charlotte Stuhr; N. 
Sugden & R. Newberry; Edith Sullivan; David 
Suominen; Bonnie Svoboda; Geoffrey R. Swain; 
Elaine & Severin Swanson; Mary Swanson; Rolf R. 
Swanson; Jeffrey Sweetland & Margaret Murphy; 
Jeffrey Swiggum; Ann Szeflinski; Michael Szeliga; 
Douglas Szper.

T 
Jean Taffs; Pamela Taliaferro; Dr. George & Mar-
garet Tanner; Gerald Tate; Chris Taylor & James 
Feldman; Michael & Judith Taylor; Rayla G. Temin; 
Caryl & Bob Terrell; Ann Terwilliger; Mr. & Mrs. 
Donald E. Thompson; Mary Graziano & Eric 
Thompson; Kevin Thompson; Virginia & Donald 
Thompson; Kathleen K. Thomson; Theodore R. 
Thurow; Sylvia Tiala; Gina Timm; Sonette Tippens; 
Pat Tollefson; Caryn Treiber; Shirley Tretow; 
Dawayne Tropple; Jane Tucker; Elizabeth Turner; 
William Turner; Susan & John Twiggs.

U 
Marianne Ullrich; Robin Umber; Jean Urbach; N. 
Utphall & A. Latka.

V 
Sabina Vanish; Steven Vedro; Steve Ventura & Mar-
garet Krome; Victoria Viegut; Sue Vogt; Mark Volk; 
Victoria A Vollrath; Jenny Vorpagel; Erika M. Voss.

W 
Sandra Wacker; Christine Walasek; Cheryl Walden; 
Laura & Steve Waldron; Richard Walker; James R. 
Wall Jr.; Constance Walton; Jay & Melissa Warner; 
Lindsay Warren; Vicki & Kenneth Warren; Ms. 
Rose Mary Wasick; Ms. Ann Marie Waterhouse; 
K. Waters & J. Szopinski; Carol Watkins; Barbara 
Weade & Michael Goc; Robert & Judy Weaver; 
John Weber; Lynne Weborg; Sharon Webster; S. 
Weidemann & C. Mitchell; Mary Jo Wellenstein; 

Wells Print & Digital Services; Gloria Welniak; 
Sue Welti; Dorene Weltzin; Randy Wendt; Robert 
Wenger; Dennis Wentland; Richard R. Wentzel; Bill 
& Gwen Werner; Gary Werner & Melanie Lord; 
Linda Werner; Mary Werner; Pauline & Michael 
Werner; Shahla Werner & Andy Weidert; Warren R. 
Werner; John Wesolek; Liz & Bill Wessel; Charles 
& Kathleen Wessels; Florence Wetzel; Mariamne H. 
Whatley; Eric & Vicki Wheeler; Whin Whin-
frey; Deb Whitelaw Gorski; Juanita Whrke; Don 
Wichert; Theresa & Bruce Wiggins; Mary Williams; 
Susan Williams; Connie Wilson; D. A. Wilson; 
Karen Wilson; Patrick & Bobbie Wilson; Marcia 
Wine; Susan Winecki; Kristine Wineland; Patricia 
Winter; Gail Wirch; Alan & Marilyn Wiseman; 
Thersa Wittenwyler; Heather Wittrock; Eleanor 
Wolf; Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Wolff; Audrey Wolter; 
Lai Wong; Levi & Janet K. Wood; John & Mavis 
Wood; Chris Woods.

Y 
Les & Carol Yaeger; Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl; 
Jim Young; Linda Young; Tara Yudenfreund; Kay 
Yuspeh.

Z 
Tom Zabriskie; Katherine Zajac; Janet Zanck; 
Christine M. Zapf; Katherine Zavada; Janice 
Zawacki; Kathleen & Timothy Zeglin; Faye M. & 
Tom Zeroth; Laurie Zielinski; Eric Zillgitt; Shirley 
Zimmer; Theresa Zimmerman; Anita Zoroghlian; 
Gary L. Zumach; Karen & Douglas Zweizig.

MEMORIALS were received in memory of Robert 
Hill, Richard Leurquin, Jackie Macaulay, James 
Papez, Dan Roark and Don Smith.

These donations were made from November 1, 
2016 through October 31, 2017. Thanks also go 
out to our many contributors who prefer to remain 
anonymous. We try to acknowledge every donor; if 
your name is not listed, please know that we greatly 
appreciate your support.

Support the John Muir Chapter
When you make a donation to the John Muir Chapter you allow us to 
continue our work to protect wilderness and wildlife, to improve the quality 
of life in our cities and to promote the enjoyment of nature. 
Please be as generous as you are able. Your contributions, above and beyond 
membership dues, are an important part of the Chapter’s budget. 

 Name:                                                                                                                       
 Address:                                                                                                                    
 Phone:                                   email                                                                          
 Credit Card                                                                                     Exp.                  

 Mail to: Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter, 754 Williamson St., Madison, WI 53703

q $50    
q $100    
q $250    
q $500   
q other            
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CALENDAR

754 Williamson Street
Madison, WI 53703

JANUARY 6 
River Touring Section 
Annual Meeting
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church, 615 
Broadway St., Baraboo. Ad-
vance registration not required. 
For details, contact Kevin Olson, 
608-963-2678, olsonfam44@
centurytel.net

JANUARY 18
Renewable Energy
Summit 2018
Monona Terrace, 1 John Nolen 
Drive, Madison, Wis., http://
www.renewwisconsin.org/

FEBRUARY 2
World Wetlands Day

FEBRUARY 9-11
Madison Garden Expo
Alliant Energy Center, Exhibition 
Hall, Madison, www.wigarden-
expo.com

FEBRUARY 20
Spring Primary Elections
elections.wi.gov

MARCH 6
The Big Share! 
An Online Day of Giving 
sierraclub.org/wisconsin

MARCH 9-11
Canoecopia
Alliant Energy Center, Exhibition 
Hall, Madison, canoecopia.com

MARCH 22
World Water Day

APRIL 3
Spring Elections
elections.wi.gov

APRIL 9
Conservation Congress 
Spring Hearings
dnr.wi.gov/about/wcc/

Algunos artÍculos del Muir View 
están disponibles en español.

Se sitúan en la red: 
sierraclub.org/wisconsin/muir-view-newsletter  
Select articles from The Muir View are available 

in Spanish. They are found online: 
sierraclub.org/wisconsin/muir-view-newsletter 

VOLUME 56 /  NUMBER 1     JANUARY-MARCH 2018Our newsletter is printed on recycled paper

OUR MEMBERS IN ACTION
Fifty Wisconsinites traveled to Minnesota to participate 
in a rally and public hearing on Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline 
project. 

Sierra Club member Don Hammes was one of many 
members who testified against the ‘Mining Giveaway Bill.’

JOHN MUIR CHAPTER
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