
































RIVER TOURING SECTIO

2008 Paddling Trips and Instructional Clinics

Interested in paddling some great water

with fun and skilled paddlers? If so, the
River Touring Section (RTS) is the group
for you. Every year, our members lead pad-
dling adventures ranging from half-day
trips on quiet water to multi-day trips on
advanced whitewater, We also lead several

instructional clinics to teach you paddling.

and safety skills.

RTS is affiliated with the Sierra Club, but
our trips are open to everyone. We want to
get yol on rivers. We hope you grow to
enjoy paddling, love rivers, and support
groups that work to protect them, such as
the Sierra Club and the R1ver Alliance of
Wisconsin.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED:
Each trip and clinic includes the name and

contact information of the trip leaders.You

must call the leaders before the trip to reg-
ister and get-the logistics, (when and where
it departs.) Trip leaders can provide infor-
mation about the trip or clinic and help you
‘assess your abilities to participate. Trip
leaders reserve the right to limit participa-

tion based on the number of people regis-.

tered, participant skill levels, trip difficulty,
and other reasons.

TRANSPORTATION AND GEAR:. You
are responsible for providing your own
_transportation to the river. You are also
responsible for providing all of your gear:
boat, paddles, life jacket, bail bucket, and
so on. You’ll also need to provide weather-
appropriate ¢lothing. This means a wet or
dry suit for early and late season, runs and
for whitewater, as well as gear to minimize
sun exposure such as a hat and sunglasses.

All participants MUST wear a properly fit-
ted and securely fastened life jacket on all
the trips and in the clinics. For Class II and
higher whitewater, participants should wear
a life jacket designed for whitewater and
MUST wear a whitewater helmet. Proper
floatation and thigh straps are also desirable
for Class II whitewater; both are required
for Class III and higher water. -

You are responsible for providing all of
your camping equipment: tents, sleeping
bag, food, etc. Trips marked “Car Camp”
means you’ll return to a camping site for
the evening. “Canoe Camp” means you
need to carry. all your equipment with you
in your canoe. “Canoe Camp with Portage”
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means you’ll have an opponunify to carry
all of your gear at some point on the trip.

CLASSES OF WATER: We want your

RTS experience to be fun. We also want it
to be safe. The International Scale of River
Rating Difficulty (see box) is a guide for
assessing the difficulty of a stretch of water
and will help you decide if a trip is appro-
priate for you and your skill level. Except
for the occasional ﬂatwater/quietwater lake
mps all of our trips are on moving water
rivers which qualify on the ACA scale as
Class 1. Many of these trips are suitable for

. paddlers with solid flatwater canoe skills. ~

Trip leaders are always happy to discuss the
nature of the river with you.

'LIABILITY WAIVER and REQUIRE-

MENTS: All participants are required to

sign a liability waiver before the trip or.~
_clinic and abide by decisions made by the

trip leaders. We do not allow. glass contain-
ers or alcoholic beverages while we’re on
the water. If you would like to read the lia-

bility waiver form before you sign up fora

trip -or clinic, please see: http://www.sierra-
club.org/outings/chapter/forms/.

TRIP AND RIVER ISSUE UPDATES:
For trip updates and periodic updates about
river issues from the River Alliance and the
Sierra Club, please check our web site:

OF THE
JOHN MUIR CHAPTER

http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/rts/.

PADDLING RESOURCES: Wisconsin
guidebooks include: Paddling Northern
Wisconsin, Paddling Southern Wisconsin,
and Whitewater; Quietwater. In addition,
you’ll find information about safety and
about other issues on the following web
sites: American Canoe Association:
http://www.americancanoe.org. American
Whitewater: http://www.americanwhitewa-
ter.org. The latter includes current water
levels for many ‘Wisconsin rivers.

_ QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? Please con- -

tact: Meg Nelson, RTS Chair, at:

" prairiesmoke2 @ gmail.com, 608-242-8633.

INSTRUCTIONAL
GLINICS

RTS members Aoffer several instructional
clinics for a nominal fee. These clinics are

- a great way to gain skills and confidence.

Because we strive to maintain a low student
to teacher ratio, typically 4 to 1 or fewer,we

can-offer highly individualized instruction.

The clinics fill up early. To avoid missing
out on the clinic you want to take, reserve

* your spot now by calling the clinic instruc-

tor and sending in your fee (non-refund-
able). All of the clinic teachers volunteer
their time. Fees cover supplies and refresh-
ments. RTS donates the remaining funds to
conservation and river protection groups.
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- Kickapoo ‘River.

Red Cross Wilderness First Aid Basics
Clinic. (2 day, 16 hour course) May 17-18.
Lapham Reak Park west of Milwaukee.
Clinic Fee: $40 for Sierra Club members,
$65 for non-Sierra Club members; fee
includes 2 beoklets, textbook, and a Red
Cross certification valid for 3 years. The

- course will cover patient assessment skills,

decision-making skills, and the treatment of
environmental, traumatic, and medical ill-
ness and injury in the backcountry when
advanced care is delayed. CPR will be dis-
cussed, but CPR will NOT be taught.The
class will run from 8 a.m. to 5p.m. Saturday
and Sunday with a one hour lunch break.
Cars will need a yearly state park sticker or
a daily parking pass. Please bring your own
lunch. Participants must pre-register. Class
size is limited to 12 people. Minimum age
is 15. Registration will start ONLY- AFTER
March 16. To register or get more details,
contact: Wendy Watson, 262-782-7146,
WWJJWWZ@Wl IT.COI.

Moving Water Canoe Clinic. June 7.
Class I. Clinic Fee:
$25/person. Confident and competent on
lakes, but not ready for. rivers? Then this
canoe clinic is for you. We’ll review ‘the
basic strokes: draws, prys, sweeps, forward,

back and J. We’ll discuss safety, reading ‘

water, and maneuvers: ferries, side slips,
and eddy turns. Then we’ll practice these
skills-as we canoe the Kickapoo. To register
or get more details, contact: Meg Nelson,

608-242-8633, prairiesmoke2 @ gmail.com.

'Solo WhlteWater Canoe Clinic. June 14--

15. Wolf River. Class TI; Car Camp. Clinic
Fee: $30/person, plus camping fees. For rea-
sonably experienced tandem whitewater
paddlers or novice solo paddlers who want
to begin whitewater. This is for open canoes,
not kayaks. Paddlers must provide their own

‘properly equipped canoes. Limited enroll-

ment, so reserve a spot early. To register or
get more details, contact: Doug Robinson,
608-334-8026, dougknu @charter.net. -

Tandem Whitewater Canoe Clinic. June
14-15. Wolf River. Class II; Car Camp.
Clinic Fee: $20/person, plus camping fees.
Want to add whitewater to your canoeing
skills? Tandem paddhng experience on
rivers (moving water) is a prerequisite for

this clinic. Clinic includes: classroom.and .

shore session, and practice on the water.

*Bring a dish to share for the potluck dinner’

on Saturday night. For details, contact: Phil
Johnsrud, 715-572-9884 or Mary Blandino,
414-546-0375, madino @execpc.com, 2416
S. 80th St, West Allis, WI, 53219. To regis-
ter, contact Mary Blandino.

Quiet Water Canoe Clinic. June 21. Lake
Wingra Canoe. and Sailing Center in

Madison, 9 am.- 4 p.m. Class I/Quiet
Water. Clinic Fee: $16/person; includes
clinic, box lunch and handouts. This clinic
is designed to prepare paddlers for safer
and more enjoyable quiet water paddling.
Minimum age: 12. Clinic topics: safety
issues, paddling dynamics, basic paddling
strokes, extensive. practice of important
strokes, canoe rescue and paddling togeth-
er. Solo and tandem paddlers welcome.
Your .own -equipment preferred but some
tandem canoes are available for clinic use.
Held rain or shine. For details, contact Dan
Wallace, DanWallace @src.wisc.edu, '608-
835-5144. Space is limited. Pre-register by

June 10. Contact Meg Nelson, 608-242-.

8633, pramesmokeZ @gmail.com.

Rlver Safety and Rescue Clinic, July 26-r

27. Red River. Class I-II; Car Camp. Fee:
'$20/person, plus camping fees. Limited to
12 people. Through active, hands-on
instruction, you will learn many river res-

cue techniques, including how to throw and

receive a rope, swim a rapid, release pinned
boats, and manage rescue scenarios. Note
that you will be required to swim in the
river as part of the workshop. On both days,

~ we will also paddle the Red River, continu-

ing our rescue instruction and offering
informal paddling instruction fo those who
are interested. To register or get more

" details, contact: Judd Lefeber and Jen

Kiecker, 920-261-6413, jenkiecker@hot-
mail.com. You .can also get information
from Chuck Patrick, 262-895-3667,
cpatrick @Bioformmedical.com.

PADDLING TRIPS

April 5-6. Robinson and Morrison Creeks
near Black River Falls. Class II; Car
Camp. When the water is up in the spring,
these two small, scenic rivers are a lot of

fun. Although the Robinson has a couple of

drops, they: can be portaged. Trees often
need to be portaged as well. As always,
we’ll pick up spring thaw trash as we go,

- leaving the streams in better shape for those
who follow. Wet/dry suit required for this -

early season trip. Contact: Phil Johnsrud,
715-445-4777, johnsrudp @iola.k12.wi.us.

April 12-13. Little Rivers Exploratory.
Class III; Car Camp. Based on water levels, -

we’ll select two or more small rivers in
northern Wisconsin that can only be paddled
in spring. Learn about river restoration and
preservation. Wet/dry suit and helmet
required. Contact: Dale Dean, 608-879-
9280, daleink @jvInet.com or Gregg Riemer,
608-257-5239, duNord@ sbcglobal net.

April 19-20. Wisconsin Whltewater Class.
II-IIT; Car Camp. Trip leaders will decide
WhJCh river(s) to paddle based on water lev-

els. Possible rivers include the: Oconto,
Pike, Wolf, and Red. Whitewater paddlers
will ‘hone their skills, learning from two
experienced leaders. Wet/drysuit and hel-
met required. Contact: Bill Barclay or Peg
Strobel, chocolatehouse @sbcglobal.net,
708-386-1371.

April 26-27. Popple, Upper Peshtigo. Class
II-III; Car Camp. April is a good time for
water levels on these wild and historic
rivers. We plan to run sections of both rivers
but could end up running two sections of the
Popple. Learn about the historic values and
user issues associated with these smaller
rivers. Wet/dry suit and helmet required.
Contact: Larry Zibell, 715-546-2131.

May 3-4. Pine River. Class II; Canoe.
Camp. Join us for the 33rd annual Pine
River weekend! We plan to paddie from
‘Highway 55 to Chipmunk Rapids in Forest
and ‘Florence Counties. This is a terrific
opportunity to canoe and camp on one of
Wisconsin’s designated “wild rivers.” There
will be time to reflect and discuss the chal-
lenges and changes facing this river.

Contact: Larry Zibell, 715-546-2131 or Leo
Hummel, 608-868-1654.

May 3-6. Upper Peninsula Michigan
Whitewater. Class II-IV; Car Camp. The
UP has some great whitewater rivers and
beautiful scenery. Trip leaders will decide
which rivers to paddle based on water lev-
els. Possible rivers include: Montreal,

. Black, East Branch Ontonagon, and others.

Learn about efforts to preserve wild rivers
and public access. We’ll paddle all four
days, but plan to stop early enough on the
last day so people can drive home. UP rivers
can be demanding, especially if water levels
are high. Wet/dry suit and helmet required.

The leaders ask that all who participate be’
cornfortable in class IIT water, able to self-

- rescue and to help rescue others. Please talk
- to one of us before coming on this trip.
. Contact:

Bill Barclay, -708-386-1371,
chocolatehouse@sbcglobal.net or Dale
Dean, 608-879-9280, daleink@jvlnet.com.

May 10-11. South Fork of the Flambeau
and/or the Jump River. Class III; Car
Camp. Depending on water levels, we will
paddle two sections of the South Fork of the
Flambeau and/or the Jump River. We’1l dis-
cuss stormwater runoff and how to control

" it as we paddle these exciting wild rivers.

Wet/drysuit and helmet required. Contact:
Dale Dean, 608-879-9280, daleink @jvl-
net.com or Leo Humme] 608-868-1654.

'May 24-26. Bois Brule (with Kettle River

option.) Class I-Il/Bois Brule. Class I1I-
IV/Kettle; Car Camp. Join us for three day
trips on the Bois (Continued on page 15)
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~ SPRING/SUMMER

April 5, Saturday. New Glarus Woods
State Park Hike. Join us for a hike at New
Glarus Woods State Park as we learn about
its prairies and woodlands containing large
oaks. The hike is moderate with a few hills.
Meet at New Glarus Woods State Park
- along County NN at 10:00 a.m. To carpool
from Madison meet at the west parking lot
of the Hill Farms State Office Building
(DOT) on Sheboygan Ave. at 9:00 a.m. A
state park sticker is required for vehicles in
park. Bring a snack/lunch, water, and
weather appropriate-clothing.  David C.
Smith, 608 233-1210. [4L]

April 19, Saturday John Muir/Earth Day
Hike. Celebrate Earth Day and learn about
the legacy of John Muir with a hike at John
- Muir Park in Marquette County. It’s the site
of Sierra Club co-founder John Muir's boy-
hood home. Afterwards we'll visit the Aldo
Leopold Preserve, the site of the shack
where Aldo Leopold wrote “Sand County
Almanac.” The hiking will be easy. Bring a
good shoes, lunch, water and weather-
appropriate clothing. We'll meet at 10:30
am. in the parking lot at John Muir Park
along County Highway F in Marquette
County, about 11 miles north of Portage.
Carpooling from Madison will leave at 9:30
am. from the Olin Park south parking lot
‘off John Nolen Drive. Jon Higgins, 608-
345-5997, jonnylv@earthlink.net. [4L]

April 19, Saturday: Roughneck Ride. 1t’s
an early season 22-mile bicycle ride south-
east of Mondovi. Learn about the terrain on
this challenging route with a couple of long
hills, many short gnarlies, but mostly on
township roads with some: gravel.
Mountain-type bikes work best. Mest- at
- 930 am. at the Naples -School, east of
Mondovi on Hwy. 10, south on Hwy. BB, 1
mile to the school. Libby & John Stupak,
833-1941, stupakls @hotmail.com. [CV]

April 24, Thursday: Cruisin' for Cuisine
to Fresco. Celebrate Earth Week at a
restaurant known for its dedication to local,

seasonal foods. It has a lovely rooftop

sculpture garden, so if the weather is nice,
we’ll enjoy some warm spring breezes and
peer out over State Street from the top of
the Madison Museum of Contemporary
Art. Come early to view the museum's cur-
rent exhibit, open at 11 a.m. on Thursdays.
Lacinda Athen, lathen@ farm com, 608-
274—7870 [4L] -

April 26 Saturday Hike the Ice Age Trail
near-Waupaca. Hike a section -of the Ice
Age Trail near Hartman Creek State Park

14

had on Wisconsin’s landscape. We will look
for early season wild flowers. Plan to walk
for about three hours, bring water and a
lunch, and dress for the weather. Charlie
Paine, 920-739-1900. [FV]

May 4 Sunday: New Ice Age Bike Ride.

"Join the Pie Riders for a 40-mile road bike
- ride and learn about Ice Age terrain. Spring

flowers? Maybe. Snowstorm? Possible.
Fun? You bet! Ride starts in Cornell at 10
am. at the parking lot across from John
Henry’s Cafe. Rest stop, with beverages
and muffins at the Ice Age Visitor Center on
CTH M. Eleanor Wolf, 835-4829 or elle-
wolf@arcmp com. [CV]

May 10 19.: Boundary Waters/Quetzco
Park Canoe Trip. Join us on an adventure
in a timeless and pristine wilderness.called
Quetico. In the land of the.voyageurs you’ll
join eight other canoeists along; ancient
pathways and waterways, paddling two
days in to a base camp for four days of
exploration, relaxation and fresh fish meals.
Featuring fishing, reflection and observing
wildlife, this 8-day trip occurs when cool
lakes and weather afford the best angling.
Experience is not required, but good physi-
cal fitness and a positive attitude are essen-
tial. Shared costs will be $475, including
canoes and packs. A deposit of $100 will

""hold your reservation. Trip leader: Richard

Berling. rberling@charter.net,  608-241-
0817. [4L/GW/IM] '

May 11:17, Week: Women's Northwoods

Service Week in Boulder Junction, WL
Join other outdoorswomen-in the beautiful
Northern Highland State Forest to assist
with research projects, plant native trees,

prepare canoe camp sites for summer, -

and/or quash alien invasives in native forest

- ecoSystems. Stay at a lakeside cabin, work

four days with one "layovér day" to explore
and learn about the area’s trails, lakes, and
rivers. Limit 8; cost $170, including. accom-
modations and meals. This trip is jointly
sponsored by the Central U.P. MI group, the
Louisville, KY group, and the River Prairie,
IL group. Sherry Zoars, Watersmeet, MI,

.. 906-358-1110, thezoars @excite.com. [JM] -

or Kate Cunningham, Louisville, KY, 502-
339-1381, kate.cunningham@juno.com.

M

May 17, Saturday: Bicycle Door County.
Start in Bailey’s Harbor, ride through
Ephraim, Peninsula State Park, Fish Creek,
and the Peninsula Player’s grounds before

Jreturning to Bailey’s Harbor, for 29 miles
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~ and learn about the influence the glaciers

on back roads. The roads arg mostly easy
and level with a few steep grades near the
Green Bay shore. It’s a great time to visit
and learn about the environment in Door
County: the Trillium are in bloom and traf-
fic is light. Bring bike, helmet, water, and
dress for the weather. We’ll stop for ice
cream at Wilson’s (if open) and other
snacks as needed. Charlie Paine, 920-739-
1900, Menasha. [FV]

May 18, Sunday: Sierra Century Bicycle
Tour. The eleventh annual Sierra Century
Bicycle Tour takes place rain or shine, with
distance ‘options of 12, 30,60, 80, or 100
miles. Proceeds from this fundraiser go
toward grants to. area schools for environ-
mental education. Register early for a
cheaper rate! Eleanor Wolf, 835-4829, elle-
wolf@arczip.com. [CV]

June 7, Saturday: National Trails Day
Hike. Celebrate National Trails Day and
learn about one of the Ice Age Trail’s
newest segments, the new Chippewa River

-segment. Refreshments .provided. Meet at

10 a.m. at the Ice Age Trail head Parking
Lot, 2 miles north of Cornell on CTH CC.
Richard Smith, chapter@iatchippewa.org,
967-2164. [CV]

June 8, Sunday: Introductory Navigation
- North Kettle Moraine Hike. Presentation
of simple, in-the-field approach to basic
navigation with map and compass (and
GPS if you have one.) This will be a full-
day hike with time to observe and learn

-about sand hill cranes and late spring plants

and flowers. Contact leader 2 weeks early
to receive handouts. Ron Horn, 3165 Tree
Lane, West Bend, WI 53095. 262-675-
6747, ronhorn7 @yahoo.com. [GW]

June 18, Wednesday: Solstice Canoe
Outing. Learn about the ecology of the
Chippewa River by canoe or kayak. Renee
Ebel, 726-1615, reneefe@charter.lnet. [CV]

August 2-11: Boundary Waters/Quetico
Canoe Trips. Join eight other modern-day
voyageurs on this special adventure into the
timeless and pristine wilderness of
Canada’s Quetico Provincial Park. Two 9-
person crews will traverse the park one
way, one crew beginning at an Ely, MN

.base and the other at Atikokan, Ontario,

meeting along the way in a grand ren-
dezvous. Expect to see wildlife and ancient
Ojibway pictographs, travel the routes of
the trappers and voyageurs and have the
opportunity to fish and swim in drinkable
lakes. Experience (Continued on next page)









