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Figure 34
Respondents were asked seven questions regarding their opinions on the importance of
devoting state resources to encourage further development of the various forms of
energy. The questions were electronically randomized for each respondent by the
Docking Institute’s computer-assisted telephone interviewing system to control for
possible order bias. Over three-fifths (62.6%) said they thought it “extremely important”
for Kansas to expend resources to develop wind energy, while the vast majority (86.5%)
said it was at least “important.” Almost half of respondents said expending resources
for solar energy development was “very important,” with 81.6% saying it was at least
“important.” There was also strong support for further development of gas and oll
production, with about two-thirds of respondents indicating these to be at least
“important.” Just under half of respondents said it was at least “important” to devote
state resources to coal production, with almost one-fourth (23.7%) saying state

resources for coal production was “not at all important.”
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According to what you have read, would you agree or disagree
with the following concerns about wind farms?

Hazard to Flying Animals

Living Next to Wind Farm Would Be A
Problem for Me | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘

Requires Too Many Power Lines

Destroy Beauty of Landscape

Negative Health Effects

Bad for KS Economy
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Figure 38
Along with fossil fuels, Kansas has a high potential for wind energy production. As with
generating energy using fossil fuels, several potential environmental problems have
been identified with wind energy production. Respondents were asked about their
opinions on some of the more commonly cited problems with wind energy production.
The most concern was expressed for the bats and birds that have been found dead or
injured from collisions with the rotor blades, with one-forth of respondents expressing at
least some degree of concern. One-fifth of respondents (19.2%) indicated that they
would not want to live next to a wind farm, while a similar percentage (18%) agreed that
wind farms require too many power lines. The data graphed in the top four bars
suggest that the major obstical for developing wind energy in Kansas is the perception
that wind farms and the transmisson networks connecting them to the power grid
obstruct the panoramic prairie views valued by many Kansans. There was little
agreement that wind farms cause significant negative health effects (7.3%) or that wind
farms were bad for the Kansas economy(5.9%)
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