Response from Short Survey

Ed Hopkins:

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of

 this committee?

     

 Mostly the Safe Healthy Communities Committee. Current

    
 priorities/mission: restoring protection to headwater/seasonal

    
 streams, stopping mountaintop removal mining.

  2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?

     

Federal legislation, regulations, policy.  These change from

     
periodically, but the list includes Clean Water Restoration Act,

    
 Clean Water Protection Act, sewage, stormwater, nutrients, emerging

    
 contaminants, effects of climate change on water.

3. If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water? 


NA

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?


NA

5. What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?

     
I would like to see Sierra Club identify a couple of national-level

    
issues that connect with local water work throughout the country and

     
figure out how we can create national campaigns that could attract

    
broad participation.  Probably too much to hope for from a single

     
meeting, but perhaps this meeting could start a process to do that.

  6. What do you think are the priorities for water issues?

     

Restoring Clean Water Act protections for headwater/intermittent

     
streams and wetlands.

Gershon Cohen:

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?   


WATER, PROTECT WATERS

2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?   


CRUISE SHIP WASTES, MIXING ZONES

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?  


SAME

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda? 

Nothing not mentioned above.  But if possible it would be useful to see graphics of the club structure in the past several iterations.  And where it might be going now.  To get everyone on the same page in terms of historical knowledge.  I’d hate to see us try to take the show down a road that was determined to be a deadend five years ago.  

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?  

A concrete plan for moving forward.  

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?  

THAT'S HARD TO SAY.  IT'S EASY ENOUGH TO SAY CLIMATE CHANGE IS THE BIG ISSUE, AND THAT OF COURSE RELATES TO AVAILABILITY QUESTIONS.  BUT IF WHAT YOU HAVE IS POLLUTED, WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?  SO THERE IS OBVIOUSLY A SERIOUS NEED FOR QUALITY CONTROL TOO.  I THINK I NEED TO HEAR FROM OTHERS FOR A BIT BEFORE I OFFER AN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION.  

Steve Glazer:

 

 1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?

This question should also include Regional Committees. I serve as a member of the SW Waters Committee and am a corresponding member of the Rivers

 

 2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?

I work on CWA, SDWA, 1872 Mining Law, Good Samaritan, Fed. Reserved Water Rights, W&S Rivers, Dam Operations, ESA

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to    water? 

All of the above plus state rulemakings related to water by numerous agencies, Instream flow protection, discharge permitting, state and basin water planning, CERLA abandoned mine cleanup, water rights administration, mining applications, water rights applications, Ditch Bill easements, FLPMA (Special Use Permits), Water quality standards development for aquatic life improvementsand nutrients, etc.

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?

Improving communications and coordination on interrelated issues, recognize that there are site and regional specific issues that can't be addressed through national committees and a better understanding of restructuring.

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being? 

A new workplan and funding proposal.

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?

A national campaign on Water Conservation and Improved Efficiency and improved operations of all dams.

Clayton Hawkes:

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?

Rivers Committee - The mission of the Sierra Club's Rivers Committee is to provide assistance to volunteers in addressing river issues, build networks of activists working on these issues, and coordinate the Club's conservation efforts on these issues.

2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?

I rarely do anymore. In May 2003, I left my job reviewing hydroelectric projects for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. I did the same thing prior to ADF&G with the National Marine Fisheries Service. Now I am working in the Wildlife Conservation Division on wildlife management and research issues.

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?

I belong to the Southeast Alaska Conservation Council, but have found little opportunity to work with them. They are mainly involved in Tongass National Forest issues, highway and mining project proposals. They may work on wild & scenic river designations if the next election is favorable.

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?

My expertise is in fisheries biology, fish passage, instream flow, and FERC licensing.

I would like to assist or be involved with major hydroelectric project proposals (FERC & Federal), flood control, irrigation, FERC rulemakings, EPA rulemakings relevant to rivers/instream flow/fish passage under the Clean Water Act, reviews of programmatic NEPA documents related to rivers, Wild and Scenic designations, proposed dam removal/restoration projects (Elwha, Snake River, Klamath, Rogue, etc.), etc.

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?

A clear agenda for the future of the committee.

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?

New dam proposals.

Barbara Bower:

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?

Canyons of the Colorado River Committee, which works toward restoring the Colorado River and its canyons. 

2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?

Just that one: the Colorado River Basin (in terms of SC activities)

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water? 

I'm INTERESTED, and teach about, but don't work on local issues--the Columbia's dams and salmon; local water supply and quality questions, green city water. 

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?

I'd like to be sure that we don't lose sight of the intrinsic values of water and rivers--it's not just about practical matters. 

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?

A confluence of effective strategies, pooling of information and resources, a cataract of powerful activism. 

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?

There's a risk in setting priorities, because regional interests and issues are so different.  But as this is the Sierra Club, I'd like to see the focus be on wild water--on maintaining the integrity of natural systems of surface and groundwater water--while exploring ways to conserve it, get it cleaner, and keep it from being privatized and squandered in, for instance, accelerating energy development (coal slurry lines; oil-shale . . .)

Dale Dean:

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?

Rivers Committee

2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?

Dam removal, river restoration (including wetlands), preservation, recreational use, water quality & quantity issues in streams

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?

Restoration, nonpoint source treatment & control, recreational access issues, preservation

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?

Scientific evaluation of restoration planning and successful techniques

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?

Future participation in a national coalition promoting river & water issues, working with other groups within and outside of SC.

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?

Public involvement, access & education; coupled with successful ongoing restoration efforts & preservation of high quality waters.

Doris Cellarius:

 

 

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?     

Safe Healthy Communities CIC.  Our original mission was:  The Safe and Healthy Communities Conservation Initiative seeks to foster communities in which it is  healthy for people to live.  Safe and healthy communities have clean air to breathe, clean water to drink and use for recreation, and are free of toxic waste. The Safe and Healthy Communities CI will focus on ensuring that low-income, ethnic urban communities and rural communities are made safe from pollution, giving particular emphasis to promoting environmental justice. 

 

2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?   

Safe Healthy Communities works on the Clean Water Act;   Water pollution from mountain top removal and CAFOs;   Water-related climate impacts.

 

3.  If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?    

Water pollution in Arizona ( in particular creeks and lakes in my own watershed) riparian restoration;  mitigating drought and climate change impacts on water supplies; unregulated water pollutants such as endocrine disrupting chemicals.  

 

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda?    

An explanation of how "Project Renewal" plans to organize and empower Sierra Club activists working on water issues.   Development of a Clubwide database on who is working on each issue.

 

5.  What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being?  

Better coordination of and communication between Sierra Club entities working on water issues.   

 

6.  What do you think are the priorities for water issues?  

Strengthening and enforcing existing federal and state water laws.    A strong Sierra Club campaign to protect and restore  the Mississippi River and other rivers from  nutrient and chemical pollution, water diversions, and the damages to wetlands and riparian areas.  More efforts to protect oceans, coral reefs,  and fisheries - all threatened by climate change.   

Rachael Osborn: 

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?
    
Rivers Committee 

  2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?
Dam activities: relicensing, removal, new dam programs; federal reserved water rights. 

3. If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?  

Columbia River Basin dams and water supply; Spokane River water quality and instream flow issues; Idaho public lands (wilderness, etc.) proposals. 

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda? 

Develop common understanding of Club water work, historically & presently; better coordination among entities working on water; better outreach to Club activists; plan for future water work in the face of re-structuring of the national volunteer corps;  engagement on how to set priorities (probably cannot be fully accomplished at this meeting). 

5. What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being? 

Needs to be a productive meeting that in fact does have an outcome:  plan for planning and prioritizing water work.

6. What do you think are the priorities for water issues?
Instream flow protection; protection of water on public lands, water & climate change (addressing and finding alternatives to new dam and water project proposals, with emphasis on water conservation); strengthening the Clean Water Act.

Mondy Lariz: 

1.  Which national committee do you work with and what is the mission of this committee?
    
Rivers Committee 

  2.  What national issues do you work on relating to water?
Dam activities: relicensing, removal, new dam programs; federal reserved water rights. 

3. If applicable, what local or regional issues are you working on relating to water?  

Mostly Water Conservation Issues and fighting news dams and water diversions statewide.

Also I work with a local watershed council and the Santa Clara County Creeks Coalition which is fighting for stream restoration and better flood management projects.

4.  Are there any particular items you would like to see on the agenda? 

I better understanding of the work of other water committees and how we can collaborate.

Also how we will move forward in the PR world.

5. What would you like to see the outcome of this meeting being? 

I plan for moving forward to keep our work alive.

6. What do you think are the priorities for water issues?
Water Conservation in light of climate change(no new dams or water transfers), no more groundwater mining, strengthening the Clean Water Act,  and protecting fish habits.
