


WALKING TOGETHER ON SACRED GROUND

CODY, WY, 
In early 2007, the Rev. Warren Murphy,
director of the Wyoming Association of
Churches, was growing more and more
concerned about environmental degrada-
tion. Rev. Murphy knew that the religious
community in Wyoming had a lot to
offer. What he didn’t know was how to
overcome the traditional mistrust that kept the faith community
and environmental groups from working together. A vision was
born; Rev. Murphy decided to bring the two parties together to
consider ways they could work together to protect the planet.

Rev. Murphy contacted local environmental organizations to
discuss the idea. Remarkably, the Wyoming Conservation
Voters Education Fund had just received a grant to work with
faith groups. Together, they planned a 3-day retreat and invit-
ed religious leaders and representatives from local environ-
mental groups. 

The response was phenomenal and representatives from a variety
of religious denominations and environmental organizations par-
ticipated, including the Sierra Club Wyoming Chapter. Aware of
stereotypes held by each community, Rev. Murphy was interested
to see how the conversation would progress. 

The participants quickly realized that they
had a lot in common. Many of the environ-
mentalists were people of faith and several
of the religious leaders were engaged in
environmental initiatives. “By the end of
the weekend you couldn’t tell who was from
which community,” reported Rev. Murphy.
The participants realized the incredible

potential of working together to combat environmental degradation. 

Out of the retreat an idea was born and in September 2007, local faith
groups and environmental organizations co-sponsored a conference
entitled “On Sacred Ground: Faith and the Environment.” With the
mission of “protecting the earth that God has given us,” the event was
the first effort in Wyoming to involve people of faith in environmental
initiatives. The conference was a resounding success, with over 200 par-
ticipants discussing everything from habitat loss to the social justice
implications of global climate change.  

Taking home what they learned, participants from at least six
cities in Wyoming are actively continuing “On Sacred Ground”
activities in the form of local affinity groups that bring together
faith communities and local environmental organizations to
address environmental issues. Wyoming’s success demonstrates
the value of working together to protect the planet.

WEST BEND, WI
“It is He (God) who has made you His viceroys
on earth” (The Qur’an, 6:165). Inspired by this
passage, the Islamic Environmental Group of
Wisconsin (IEGW) shares Islamic environmen-
tal teachings with its members, the larger
Muslim community and the general public.
They work to apply teachings to daily life and to
form coalitions with interfaith environmental
organizations in Wisconsin in order to create a
more just and sustainable future.

IEGW completed a successful energy awareness campaign in
the fall of 2007. Partnering with the Wisconsin Interfaith
Climate and Energy Campaign (WICEC), the IEGW helped
organize Interfaith Energy Awareness Month, which garnered
more than 100 pledges to use energy saving compact fluores-
cent light bulbs (CFLs). Those pledges added up to savings of
84,600 kilowatt hours of energy and prevented 122,700
pounds of greenhouse gas emissions, earning the group the dis-
tinguished 2007 Energy Star Change a Light Pledge Leader
recognition from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and the U.S. Department of Energy.

IEGW founder Huda Alkaff said caring for the
environment is central to the Islamic faith and is
supported by many passages in the Quran and the
Hadith. To help spread the message, Alkaff said she
regularly meets with the imams from many differ-
ent mosques and encourages them to share the con-
nection between Islam and caring for the earth.

“They’ve been very receptive and willing to do it,”
said Alkaff. “The earth is mentioned more than
450 times in the Qur’an. I formed [IEGW] to
bridge the gap between the practice and the belief.”

The 2007 energy awareness initiative is just one example of IEGW’s
work. The organization also holds free workshops for Muslims where
participating individuals and families learn ways to apply the Islamic
environmental and stewardship teachings to their daily lives, reduce
waste, conserve energy and water, eat healthier foods and build a
stronger sense of community. The organization also participated in the
2007 fourth annual Wisconsin Interfaith Earth Month.

“It’s great to work with the interfaith community,” Alkaff
explained. “It gives me strength, as we all face the same things. We
just keep on encouraging each other.”

ISLAMIC GROUP UNITES FAITHS TO
HELP ENVIRONMENT
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NATIONAL RESOURCES

REGIONAL RESOURCES

ALASKA
Episcopal Diocese of Alaska
1205 Denali Way, Fairbanks, AK, 99701
907.452.3040 • http://home.gci.net/~episcopalak/

Alaska Interfaith Power and Light
1830 East Parks Hwy., Ste. A-113; PMB #351, Wasilla, AK, 99654
paul@akipl.org • 907.982.1231  • www.akipl.org

ALABAMA
Camp McDowell Environmental Center
105 DeLong Road, Nauvoo , AL, 35578
Maggie@campmcdowell.com • 205.387.1806•
www.campmcdowell.com/cmec/index.htm

Faith Apostolic Church
2001 Cleburn Ave. SW, Birmingham, AL, 35211
205.925.6098

ARIZONA
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church
3809 E. Third StreetTucson, AZ, 85716
stutaylor@mindspring.com • 520.325.1001 
www.stmarkspresbyterian.org

ARKANSAS
Camp Mitchell
10 Camp Mitchell Road, Morrilton, AR, 72110
campmitchell@gmail.com • 501.727.5451 • www.campmitchell.org

CALIFORNIA
California Interfaith Power and Light 
220 Montgomery Street, Suite 450, San Francisco, CA, 94104
susan@theregenerationproject.org • 415.391.4214
www.interfaithpower.org

Sierra Club Caring for Creation Program
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 660, Los Angeles, CA, 90010
juana.torres@sierraclub.org • 213.387.6528 x 226
www.sierraclub.org/ca/socalforests/people_of_faith.asp

A Rocha USA 
P.O. Box 1338, Fredericksburg, TX 78624
830.992.7940 • www.en.arocha.org/usa/ 

Blessed Earth
www.servegodsavetheplanet.org • contact@servegodsavetheplanet.org

Canfei Nesharim
111 Eighth Avenue, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10011
info@canfeinesharim.org • www.canfeinesharim.org

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life (COEJL) 
116 East 27th Street, 10th Floor, New York, NY, 10016
212.532.7436 • www.coejl.org

Earth Sangha 
10123 Commonwealth Blvd., Fairfax, VA, 22032
703.764.4830 • www.earthsangha.org

ENERGY STAR for Congregations US EPA, 
Climate Protection Partnerships 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington, DC, 20460
888.782.7937 
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=small_business.sb_congregations

Evangelical Environmental Network 
4485 Tench Road, Suite 850, Suwanee, GA, 30024
678.541.0747 • www.creationcare.org

Floresta
4903 Morena Blvd, Suite 1215, San Diego, CA, 92117
800.633.5319 • www.Floresta.org

Forum on Religion and Ecology (Yale Divinity School)
Bellamy Hall, 638, 354 Canner Street, New Haven, CT, 06511
203.432.9947 • http://environment.harvard.edu/religion

Indigenous Environmental Network
P.O. Box 485, Bemidji, MN, 56619
218.751.4967  • www.ienearth.org

The Interfaith Power and Light Campaign and The
Regeneration Project
220 Montgomery Street, Suite 450, San Francisco, CA, 94104
415.561.4891 • www.theregenerationproject.org

Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences
93 Court Road , West Midlands, Birmingham, England, B12 9LQ 
44 (0)121 440 3500  • www.ifees.org

National Catholic Rural Life Conference
4625 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50310
info@ncrlc.com • 515-270-2634

National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Programs
110 Maryland Ave. NE, Suite 108, Washington, DC, 20002
202.544.2350  • www.nccecojustice.org

National Religious Partnership for the Environment 
49 South Pleasant Street , Suite 301, Amherst, MA, 01002
413.253.1515 • www.nrpe.org

Presbyterians for Restoring Creation
P.O. Box 2855, San Anselmo, CA, 94979
415.451.2826 • www.prcweb.org

Restoring Eden
P.O. Box 877, La Center, WA, 98629
360.574.8230 • www.restoringeden.org

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Environmental Justice Program
3211 4th Street NE, Washington, DC, 20017
202.541.3000  • www.nccbuscc.org/sdwp/ejp

Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth
P.O. Box 11, Lyme, NH, 03768
503.595.9392 • http://uuministryforearth.org

Web of Creation and The Green Seminary Initiative
www.webofcreation.org

For a complete listing of national resources please visit:
www.sierraclub.org/partnerships/faith
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COLORADO
Catholic Diocese of Pueblo
1001 N. Grand Avenue, Pueblo, CO, 81003
info@dioceseofpueblo.com • 719.544.9861
www.dioceseofpueblo.com/

Catholic Diocese of Colorado Springs
228 N. Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO, 80903
info@diocs.org • 719.636.2345 • www.diocs.org/

CONNECTICUT
Buddha Gaia
Middletown, CT • buddha.gaia@hotmail.com • 860.759.4975
http://buddhagaia.bffct.net/

Connecticut Interfaith Power & Light 
484 Farmington Ave., Hartford, CT, 06105
info@irejn.org • 860.231.8554 • http://ctipl.org

DELAWARE
Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action 
Wilmington , DE • chadtolman@comcast.net • 302.478.3516

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Friends Committee on National Legislation
245 Second Street NE, Washington, DC, 20002
202.547.6000  • www.fcnl.org

Greater Washington Interfaith Power & Light 
4500 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, DC, 20016
allison@gwipl.org • 202.885.8684 • www.gwipl.org

FLORIDA
Faiths United for Sustainable Energy
Woldenberg Center , 4144 Chase Ave , Miami Beach, FL, 33140
FUSE@FUSENOW.org • 877.775.3873 • www.fusenow.org

Fund for Christian Ecology
P.O. Box 12921, Gainesville, FL, 32604
240.266.5673 • www.christianecology.org

Northland A Church Distributed
530 Dog Track Road, Longwood, FL, 32750
info@northlandchurch.net • 407.949.4000
www.northlandchurch.net

GEORGIA
Earth Covenant Ministry
P.O. Box 5404, Atlanta, Georgia 31107  
404.270.9784 • www.earthcovenant.net

Georgia Interfaith Power and Light
P.O. Box 5866  , Atlanta, GA, 31107
info@gipl.org • 404.588.9978 • www.gipl.org

Peachtree Baptist Church
2108 Briarcliff Road NE, Atlanta, GA, 30329
404.634.2463 • www.peachtreebaptist.net

HAWAII
Church of the Crossroads
1212 University Avenue, Honolulu, HI, 96826
ccrhi@hawaii.rr.com • 808.949.2220
http://churchofthecrossroadshawaii.org

Hawaii Interfaith Power and Light
kahubt@hawaii.rr.com 

IDAHO
Vineyard Boise
4950 N. Bradley, Boise, ID, 83714
admin@letstendthegarden.org • 208.377.1477
www.letstendthegarden.org

ILLINOIS
Faith In Place
2532 W. Warren Blvd., Chicago, IL, 60612
info@faithinplace.org • 312.733.4640 • www.faithinplace.org

INDIANA
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
100 W. 86th Street, Indianapolis, IN, 46260
brandtb@stlukesumc.com • 317.846.3404 x 339
www.stlukesumc.com

IOWA
Iowa Interfaith Power and Light
iowaipl@gmail.com • 515.270.2634 ext. 16
www.ncrlc.com/cool_congregations.html

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 
2410 Melrose Drive , Cedar Falls, IA, 50613
st.lukes@cfu.net • 319.277.8520 • www.st-lukes-episcopal.org

KANSAS
Village Presbyterian Church
6641 Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS, 66208
dwight.tawney@villagepres.org • 913.262.4200 • www.villagepres.org

KENTUCKY
Mount Saint Joseph Conference and Retreat Center
8001 Cummings Road, Maple Mount, KY, 42356
astenger@maplemount.org • 270.229.0200 • www.msjcenter.org 

Kentucky Interfaith Power & Light 
P.O. Box 5084, Louisville, KY, 40205
timdarst@aye.net • 502.458.3268 • www.kentuckyipl.org

LOUISIANA
Mary Queen of Viet nam Church
14001 Dwyer Blvd., New Orleans, LA, 70129
vinhtran@maryqueenofvietnam.org • 504.254.5660
www.maryqueenofvietnam.org

MAINE
First Universalist Church in Rockland
345 Broadway , Rockland, ME, 04841
mail@uurockland.org • 207.594.8750 • www.uurockland.org

Maine Interfaith Power and Light
P.O. Box 4834, Portland, ME, 04112
info@meipl.org • 207.721.0444 • www.meipl.org

MARYLAND
Pearlstone Conference & Retreat Center
5425 Mt. Gilead Road, Reisterstown, MD, 21136
dickgoldman@pearlstonecenter.org • 410.429.4400 x 203
www.pearlstonecenter.org

MASSACHUSETTS
Religious Witness for the Earth 
P.O. Box 642 , Littleton, MA, 01460
rwe@religiouswitness.org • www.religiouswitness.org

Massachusetts Interfaith Power and Light 
1773 Beacon Street , Brookline, MA, 02445
MIPandL@MIPandL.org • 800.406.5374 • www.mipandl.org



MICHIGAN
Au Sable Institute of Environmental Studies
3770 Lake Drive SE,  , Grand Rapids, MI, 49546
616.526.9952 • www.ausable.org

Michigan Catholic Rural Life Coalition
7552 N. Luce Road, Alma, MI, 48801
director@michigancatholicrurallife.org • 989.466.9322
www.michigancatholicrurallife.org

Michigan Interfaith Power and Light
138 Goodell, Wyandotte, MI, 48192
info@miipl.org • 877.475.6424 • www.miipl.org

MINNESOTA
Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis, Office for Social Justice
328 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul, MN, 55102
skuta@juno.com • 651.470.7572
www.osjspm.org/globalwarming.aspx

Congregations Caring for Creation: 
MN Interfaith Power and Light
651.646.4096 • www.c3mn.net

Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in Minnesota (MN)
105 University Avenue West, Saint Paul, MN 55103 
651.224.5499 • http://lutherancoalitionforpublicpolicyin
minnesota.memberlodge.org/

MISSISSIPPI
Jesus People Against Pollution
P.O. Box 765, Columbia, MS, 39429
keysjpap@aol.com • 601.736.7099 • http://www.jpap.org/

MISSOURI
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church of Kansas City, Missouri
4501 Walnut Street, Kansas City, MO, 64111
office@allsoulskc.org • 816.531.2131 • www.allsoulskc.org

MONTANA
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Univ. of Montana 
538 University Ave., Missoula, MT, 59801
lcmum@bigsky.net • 406.549.7821 • www.montanalcm.org

NEBRASKA
The Big Garden Project
Omaha, NE • 402.898-9862 • www.gardenbig.org

NEVADA
First Presbyterian Church
1559 Sewell Drive, Elko, NV, 89801
Pastorpat11616@frontiernet.net • 775.738.3430 • www.elkofirstpres.org

NEW HAMPSHIRE
First Congregational Church of Nashua
1 Concord Street, Nashua, NH, 03064
senglander@firstchurchnashua.org • 603.882.4861
www.firstchurchnashua.org

NEW JERSEY
GreenFaith
46 Bayard Street, Suite 401, New Brunswick, NJ, 08901
info@greenfaith.org • 732.565.7740 • www.greenfaith.org

NEW MEXICO
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
5415 Fortuna Rd. NW, Albuquerque, NM, 87105
Donedward8308@yahoo.com • 505.836.5011

New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light
P.O. Box 27162, Albuquerque, NM, 87125
info@nm-ipl.org • www.nm-ipl.org

NEW YORK
Hazon
45 West 36th Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY, 10018
info@hazon.org • 212 644 2332 • www.hazon.org

New York Interfaith Power and Light 
ebennet1@nycap.rr.com • www.nyipl.org

NORTH CAROLINA
Watts Street Baptist Church
800 Watts Street, Durham, NC, 27701
contact@wattsstreet.org • 919.688.1366 • www.wattsstreet.org

North Carolina Interfaith Power and Light 
1307 Glenwood Ave.,  Suite 156, Raleigh, NC, 27605
info@ncipl.org • 919.828.6501 • www.ncipl.org

NORTH DAKOTA
Prairie Stewardship Network
9195 70th Avenue SE, Ashley, ND, 58413
psn@prairiestewardship.org • 701.647.2532
www.prairiestewardship.org

OHIO
Marianist Environmental Education Center
4435 East Patterson Road, Dayton, OH, 45430
meec@udayton.edu • 937.429.3582 • http://meec.udayton.edu/

OKLAHOMA
First United Methodist Church of Skiatook, Oklahoma
1007 South Osage, Skiatook, OK, 74070
info@skiatookumc.org • 918.396.2519 • www.skiatookumc.org

OREGON
Interfaith Network for Earth Concerns a program of
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon
0245 SW Bancroft Street, Portland, OR, 97239
emo@emoregon.org • 503.221.1054 x 214
www.emoregon.org/earth_concerns.php

PENNSYLVANIA
Eastern University
1300 Eagle Road, St. Davids, PA, 19087
lolson@eastern.edu • 610.341.5800 • www.eastern.edu

Interfaith Coalition on Energy
7217 Oak Ave., Melrose Park, PA, 19027
215.635.1122 • www.interfaithenergy.com

PUERTO RICO
Alianza Comunitaria y Ambiental en Accion Solidaria (ACAAS) 
Parroquia Nuestra Sra. De la Providencia, Caguas, PR, 00725
alianzacomunitaria@gmail.com •  787.743.8200
http://alianzacomunitaria.com/alianza/

RHODE ISLAND
Rhode Island Interfaith Power and Light
230 Lantern Lane East, North Kingstown, RI, 2852
info@riipl.org • 401.267.0029 • www.riipl.org

SOUTH CAROLINA
Circular Congregational Church
150 Meeting Street, Charleston, SC, 29401
circularchurch@bellsouth.net • 843.577.6400
www.circularchurch.org

SOUTH DAKOTA
Borderlands Ranch
23120 S. Rochford Road, Hill City, SD, 57745
Linda@borderlandsranch.org • 605.574.4746
www.borderlandsranch.org

REGIONAL RESOURCES
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TENNESSEE
Christ Church Cathedral 
900 Broadway, Nashville, TN, 37203
joycewilding@comcast.net • 615.255.7729
www.christcathedral.org/environmentalgroup.html

EarthCare 
EarthCare, Inc. P.O. Box 23291, Chattanooga, TN 37422 
mail@earthcareonline.org • 706.278.3979 • www.earthcareonline.org

Tennessee Interfaith Power and Light 
Knoxville, TN • glenda@tn-ipl.org • www.tn-ipl.org

TEXAS
Christian Life Commission 
333 North Washington, Dallas, TX, 75246
clc@bgct.org • 214.828.5190 • www.bgct.org\CLC

Texas Interfaith Power and Light 
221 East 9th Street , # 403, Austin, TX, 78701
bee@texasimpact.org • 512.472.3903 • http://txipl.org

UTAH
City Creek Center
15 E South Temple Street, Suite 800, Salt Lake City, UT, 84150
info@citycreekcenter.com • 866.554.5588
http://www.downtownrising.com/city_creek/

VERMONT
Quaker Earthcare Witness
173-B N. Prospect Street, Burlington, VT, 05401
802.658.0308 • www.quakerearthcare.org

Spirit in Nature
P.O. Box 255 , East Middlebury, VT, 05740
cspooner@sover.net • 802.388.3694 • www.spiritinnature.com

Vermont Interfaith Power and Light 
P.O. Box 728  , Richmond, VT, 05477
info@vtipl.org • 802.434.7307  • www.vtipl.org

VIRGINIA
Community Lutheran Church
21014 Whitfield Pl. , Sterling, VA, 20165
earthkeeping@communitylutheran.org • 703.430.6006
www.communitylutheran.org

Virginia Interfaith Power & Light 
P.O. Box 12516 , Richmond, VA, 23241
pat@virginiainterfaithcenter.org • 804.643.2474 • www.vipl.org

WASHINGTON
Earth Ministry 
6512 23rd Ave NW, Ste 317, Seattle , WA, 98117
206.632.2426 • www.earthministry.org

University Lutheran Church
1604 NE 50th Street, Seattle, WA, 98105
pastorron@comcast.net • 206.525.7074 • www.ulcseattle.org

WEST VIRGINIA
Christians for the Mountains
Rt. 1 Box 119-B, Dunmore, WV, 24934
information@christiansforthemountains.org • 304.799.4137
www.christiansforthemountains.org/

WISCONSIN
Islamic Environmental Group of Wisconsin
P.O. Box 1021, West Bend, WI, 53095-1021
interfaith.earth@yahoo.com 

Wisconsin Interfaith Climate and Energy Campaign
4032 Monona Drive, Madison, WI 53716
info@wicec.org • 608.222.7339 • www.wicec.org 

WYOMING
The Wyoming Association of Churches
1131 13th Street, Suite 210, Cody, WY, 82414
Wychurches@wyoming.com • 866.527.7026
www.wyomingassociationofchurches.org



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone: (415) 977-5500

Fax: (415) 977-5799

NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS OFFICE
408 C Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20002
Phone: (202) 547-1141

Fax: (202) 547-6009

For more information:
www.sierraclub.org/partnerships/faith




