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FINDINGS OF FACT 

I. Parties and Participants 
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  2. Southern Lights Diluent Project 
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B.   Forecasts of Future Energy Demand: 
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C.   The Impact of Conservation Programs: 
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D.   The Impact of the Applicant’s Promotional Programs: 
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E.   Meeting Demand Through Current and Planned Facilities: 
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F.   The Efficiency of the Projects’ Use of Resources: 
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G.   Possible Alternatives to the Proposed Projects: 
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2.  Truck Transportation Alternative   

�

���� (�!/81����/4� ��	6			� 3!���28�1���"!5� � � ��&"�� ��2� 3��;��/� �!�"�8�56�

�23���!�!/"�'&1�����6�>�8��/8�/�;�&2"���A&����!�"!� 256��6�		�7�2����&/"����1�35�!� 2����� �
!11��@�7!��25��
6�		���&��8�!/"��$6�		�"��:��8� ���� �
�


���� (�!/81����/4� 
�	6			�3!���28�1���"!5� � � "�2&�/ ��3��;��/� �0��!4�6�+22�/��8�
!/"� )"7�/��/6� �23���!� ;�&2"� ��A&���� !� "!�25� $6�		�7 �2�� ��&/"� ���1� 35� !�  2���� � �
!11��@�7!��25�
6�		���&��8� ��$ ��
���������������������������������������� ��� �
��� ��)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!�����
��	 ��See, e.g., 
�)����8����!��/4�.��� �!��
�6�
$�!/"���K�=�/48�!"� ��8����!��/4�.��� 6�!�������
��
 ��See,�)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!����!/"�
���
��� ��See,�)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!�����
��$ ��)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!�����



��� �

�

���� )/3��"4�� !88���8� �0!�� �0���� !��� /���0��� 8&  �� ��/�� :�0��2�8� /��� "��:��8�

!:!�2!32�����7�����0�8�"�7!/"� ��� ���


���� ):�/� � � ��!/81���!���/� � � 8�7�2!�� A&!/�����8� �  � ��&"�� ��2� ;���� 1�88�32�� 35�
��&��6� �0�� �!1��!2� !/"� �1��!��/4� ��8�8� � � 8&�0� !/� � /���1��8�� ��71!��� 1���25� ;��0� �0��
�!1��!2� !/"� �1��!��/4� ��8�8� !88���!��"� ;��0� ��!/81� ���/4� ��&"�� ��2� 35� ;!5� � � �0��
1��1�8�"�1�1�2�/����)/3��"4��/���8��0!������8�/���! ;!���� �!/5���&���/4��1��!���/��0!���8�
2!�4�� �/�&40��/�8�!2�����1��:�"��4&�"!/��� ��� �0��1 ����/4�� �8&�0�!/�!2���/!��:��� �):�/�
;��0�&�� �0�� !""����/� � � ��8�8� � � /�;� :�0��2�8� !/"�  !��2����86� )/3��"4�� 1��9���8� �0!�� �0��
�1��!��/4���8��� ��0����&���/4�!2���/!��:��;�&2"�3� �!11��@�7!��25�T��3�22��/��!�0�5�!��H�
!� �4&����0!�� !���@���"8��0���!1��!2���8�8�� ��0�� 1��1�8�"�1��9���8� ��� �


���� (0���)'���/�&���"��0!����&�����!/81���!���/�;! 8�!�1����!2���/!��:������0��
1��1�8�"�1�1�2�/��"&������0��0�40�����8�86��/:���/7 �/�!2��71!��8�!/"��/���!8�"�8! ��5�
��8�8�!88���!��"�;��0���!/81����/4��0�8�A&!/���5�� �1����2�&7�1��"&��8�35���&��� ��� �


���� (0�� ��&���/4� !2���/!��:�� �8� /��� ��!8�/!32�� ��7 1!��"� ��� �0�� ���'���
1��9���8��

�
3. Rail Transportation Alternative  

 

�	�� (�!/81����/4� ��	6			� 3!���28�1���"!5� � � ��&"�� ��2� 3��;��/� �!�"�8�56�

�23���!6� !/"� '&1�����6� >�8��/8�/� 35� �!�2� �!�� �8� !� 1 ��1�8!2� �0!�� �8� ��/8��!�/�"� 35� ��!2�
2�7��!���/8�� � )8�!32�80�/4� �0�8� �!�2� 8��:���� H� ;0�� 0� ;�&2"� �/�2&"�� "�:�2�17�/�� � � 81&��
2�/�86��!�2�8�"�/48�!/"����7�/!2� !��2����8�!8�;�22 �!8�8�4/� ��!/��&14�!"�8�����0����//����/4�
�!�2;!58� H� ;�&2"� ��A&���� 8�4/� ��!/�� �!1��!2� �/:�8� 7�/�� !/"� �/:�2:�� 1��0�3���:�25�0�40�
�1��!��/4���8�8� ��� ��+/"��"6�)/3��"4��1��9����"��0!���:�/�;0�/��/���@� 2&"�8��0����8�8�
� ���22�/4�8�����!/"��/ �!8��&��&��6��0��!//&!2��!� 2���8�8�� �8&�0�!/�!2���/!��:��;�&2"�3��
7�����0!/�T
�3�22��/��!�0�5�!�� ��� �


�
�� (0�� �!�2� !2���/!��:�� ;�&2"� ���!��� 8�4/� ��!/�� �/:���/7�/�!2� !/"� 8���!2�
"�8�&1���/��������!2�� ���6��	��!/���!�8�;�&2"�3��� �A&���"����7�:���0��8!7��:�2&7��� �
��&"����2�!/"�"�2&�/���0!���!/�3��80�11�"�35��0���� �'���1��9���8� ��� ��


���� (0����7����A&���"����7�:���0�8��:�2&7�8�35��!� 2�!28���8�!32�80�8��0!���0�8�
�8� !� 1���� !2���/!��:��� � )/3��"4�� �8��7!��"� �0!�� �0� � ��!:�2� ��7�� 3��;��/� �!�"�8�5� !/"�
'&1������ ;�&2"� 3�� 3��;��/� 
	� !/"� 
�� "!586 ��	 � !/"� �0�� ��&/"� ���1� ��7�� 3��;��/� �0��
���������������������������������������� ��� �
��� ��)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!����!/"����
��� ��)@��$		6�D����$�	��	�!���6��6���!/"������
��� ��)@��$	��!�����
��� ��)@��$		�D����$�	��	�!�����6���

��
��� ��)@��$		�D����$�	��	�!�����
��� ��Id.,�!���6�
	��
��	 ��Id., !�����



��� �

�0��!4�� !��!� !/"� )"7�/��/6� �23���!� ��0�� &2��7!��� "� 8��/!���/� � � �0�� ��2&�/�#� ;�&2"�
!11��!�0�$	�"!58� ��
 ���


�$�� (0�� �)'� ��/�&���"� ;��0� �0�8� !88�887�/�6� /���/4 � �0�� 0�40� ��8�86�
�/:���/7�/�!2�"�8�&1���/6�!/"�0�40���1&32���8! ��5� ��8�8� ��� �

�
4.  Pipeline System Alternatives �
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A.  Route Selection Process and Analysis 
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B. Route Alternatives 
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C. Land Required for Pipeline Installation 
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1. From the North Dakota-Minnesota Border to Clearbrook, 

Minnesota. 
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2. From Clearbrook, Minnesota to the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Border.  
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D. Stakeholder-Specific Issues 
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E. Useful Conditions Upon a Grant of the Pipeline Routing Permits 
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CONCLUSIONS 

I. ANALYSIS OF THE NEED FOR THE PROPOSED FACILITY 
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A. The Future Adequacy, Reliability, or Efficiency of Energy Supply to 
the Applicant, to the Applicant's Customers, or to the People of 
Minnesota and Neighboring States 
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B. A More Reasonable and Prudent Alternative to the Proposed Facility-
Pipeline has Not Been Demonstrated By a Preponderance of the 
Evidence on the Record By Third Parties or Other Persons or Entities 
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C. The Consequences to Society of Granting the Certificate of Need are 
More Favorable than the Consequences of Denying the Certificate 
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D. The Design, Construction, and Operation of the Proposed Facility 
Will Comply with the Relevant Policies, Rules and Regulations of All 
Other Applicable Agencies and Governments 
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E. Conclusion Regarding a Certificate of Need for the projects 
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II. ANALYSIS OF THE PROPOSED ROUTING 
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