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Conservationist, Activist, and Donor

Cornelia Smith (right, wearing hat) with her sister in Yosemite.

“Cornelia Smith is one of the most environmentally
engaged members of Sierra Club’s Rachel Carson
Society,” notes deputy director for gift planning, Lori
Sullivan. As a conservation activist, Cornelia has given
her time to help stabilize global population, clean up
the Hudson River, and reduce the carbon footprint of
her Poughkeepsie community. Supporting Sierra Club
faithfully each year as a member since 1956, Smith
recently created a series of charitable gift annuities to
help sustain the Club's future work, and to provide her-
self with an income stream.

Cornelia grew up in Long Beach, California “roaming
free” as a young girl. “Exploring and enjoying the
outdoors was essential to my upbringing,” she says.
She spent summers as a teenager working as a camp
counselor, and at college Cornelia was a member of
the Stanford Alpine Club. “I learned mountaineering
scaling the Bay Area foothills™ Cornelia says, “it was a
short career, but I did climb Half Dome!”

“Sierra Club’s values are my own values,
so it was only natural to put my money
where my values lie.”

Cornelia joined Sierra Club after she moved to San
Francisco. “I was doing a lot of hiking, meeting
interesting people, and joining the Club seemed like a
natural fit.” Then, on a Sierra Singles trip she met her
future husband, Jim. “We were on the same trail from
the beginning,” she recalls. Jim was a ski mountaineer,
had made many first ascents in the Sierra Nevada and
helped with the construction of Sierra Club’s Harwood
Lodge in Southern California.

Jim’s interest in population issues inspired Cornelia
to become engaged as an environmental activist.
When Jim passed away, Cornelia went to Capitol
Hill to lobby on population issues, domestically and
internationally. During the Bush presidency Cornelia
saw the value of the Club’s public interest litigation
team. “Sierra Club lawyers were vigilant, demanding
that federal environmental laws be respected.” Her
grassroots work continues today in her New York
community in the Hudson River Valley.
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With the environmental movement focused largely on
climate change, “I find Sierra Club well-positioned to
take on such a long-term campaign,” says Cornelia.
“The organization has fresh vision and energy from

its new executive director Michael Brune, and Sierra
Club continues to draw on the decades of wisdom and
experience of its chairman, Carl Pope.”

To plan for the Club’s future, as well as her own,
Cornelia created a series of gift annuities to provide
herself with monthly income. “Where else would you
put your money? Sierra Club is in my blood and I truly
believe in it. Plus I enjoy the cash that appears in my
bank account each month.”

Creating a charitable gift annuity, as Cornelia has, is a
wonderful way to supplement one’s income, perhaps
turn a low yield asset into greater cash flow and support
Sierra Club’s efforts to protect the planet. You will
qualify for an income tax charitable deduction, and a
portion of your payments may be tax free. You can use
cash or appreciated securities to create this type of gift.

Please contact us if you would like to learn more about
supporting our conservation efforts while providing
yourself with life-time payments of income.

Rachel Carson’s Lasting Legacy

With her landmark book,
Silent Spring, Rachel
Carson sparked a global
effort to protect the en-
vironment. When Carson
died in 1964, she left a
substantial bequest to
Sierra Club that allowed
us to carry on her envi-
ronmental legacy.

The Rachel Carson Soci-
ety recognizes individu-
als who have remembered the environment in their
long-term plans. If you have made a commitment to
the environment by remembering our work in your
future plans, we look forward to welcoming you to
the Rachel Carson Society!
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If you have included Sierra Club or The Sierra Club
Foundation in your long term financial plans as
Cornelia Smith has, please let us know. Contact us if
you would like more information on supporting our
conservation work by way of a bequest.
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