






53

AMERICA’S WILD LEGACY

CONCLUSION

If we want to continue to enjoy the quiet, solitude, spiritual reflection, healing, and outdoor traditions that

nature offers us, we must protect our public lands.

The national forests, parks, reserves, and refuges highlighted in this
report make up the beating heart of America’s Wild Legacy.  But
many of these places are immediately threatened by oil and gas
drilling, mining, logging, off-road vehicle abuse, and the increasing
pressure of sprawling development.  And global warming poses a
greater threat to all of our public lands with each passing day.  

By protecting our last remaining wild lands, we can help ensure
that our children and grandchildren have clean drinking water
and fresh air, as well as places to camp, hunt, and fish. But we
must act now, because once our wild lands are gone, they can-
not be replaced.  
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