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“Worldwide, a child dies every 15 seconds from water related diseases.”   

-Running Dry, Executive Summary 
 
Running Dry Film Screenings * Film screenings scan be used around World Water Day 
(March 22nd), during our Earth Day outreach, and throughout the year. 
 
Objectives: Through film screenings of the documentary "Running Dry" and group 
dialogue, we will raise awareness about the worsening global humanitarian water crisis. 
We will provide education about the importance of having access to safe and sustainable 
drinking water and will provide viewers with information on how to take action through 
supporting the Millennium Development Goals and other sustainable development 
efforts. 
 
Film Backrounder: 
"Running Dry" was inspired by the late Senator Paul Simon's powerful book "Tapped 
Out."  Jim Thebaut, the film's producer and director, had been developing the project in 
association with Simon until his death in December 2003. Award-winning actress Jane 
Seymour narrates the film, as it takes viewers on a journey that explores the impending 
severity of the global water crisis throughout specific regions in southern Asia, northern 
China, the Middle East, Africa and the American southwest. Various experts and world 
leaders, including former Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev, are interviewed 
throughout the documentary stating their concerns, not only about their own regions, but 
also about the challenges that exist throughout the world.   
 
Every day an average of 9,500 children die due to the lack of water or disease caused by 
polluted water. "Running Dry" promotes and reinforces the message that water is a 
precious global resource, while also presenting a variety of technical solutions that are 
available to solve the crisis.  The "Running Dry" project is designed to be a 
comprehensive public information education project concerning the evolving water crisis. 
 
What Volunteers Showing the Film Need: 
 

1) A copy of Running Dry  
2) Guide to film screening 
3) “Living in a Water Scarce World” Factsheet  
4) Information on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
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5) Action Cards – Ask your decision-makers to support the Millennium 
Development Goals 

 
Excerpted from the introductory article written for Civilization, the Magazine of the US 
Library of Congress, October-November 2000, by Guest Editor Mikhail Gorbachev 
 
“Water, like religion and ideology, has the power to move millions of people. Since the 
very birth of human civilization, people have moved to settle close to water. People move 
when there is too little of it. People move when there is too much of it. People journey 
down it. People write and sing and dance and dream about it. People fight over it. And 
all people, everywhere and every day, need it. 
 
We need it for drinking, for cooking, for washing, for food, for industry, for energy, for 
transport, for rituals, for fun, for life. And it is not only we humans who need it; all life is 
dependent on water to survive. 
 
But we stand today on the brink of a global water crisis. The two major legacies of the 
20th Century - the population and technological explosions - have taken their toll on our 
water supply. More people lack drinking water today than they did two decades ago. 
More and more freshwater sources are being used-up and contaminated. Modern 
technologies have allowed us to harness much of the world's water for energy, industry 
and irrigation - but often at a terrible social and environmental price - and many 
traditional water conservation practices have been discarded along the way.  
 
Most of the solutions to the crisis must be developed and implemented locally, and 
always with the view that water is not to be taken for granted, or unjustly appropriated 
by particular groups for particular needs. 
 
Water is the most important single element needed in order for people to achieve the 
universal human right to "a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of 
himself and his family." (Article 25, Universal Declaration of Human Rights) Without 
access to clean water, health and well-being are not only severely jeopardized, they are 
impossible: people without basic water supplies live greatly reduced and impoverished 
lives - with little opportunity to create better futures for their children. 
 
Let us acknowledge that clean water is a universal human right, and in so doing accept 
that we have the corresponding universal responsibility to ensure that the forecast of a 
world where, in 25 years' time, two out of every three persons face water-stress is proven 
wrong. In this issue, United Nations' Secretary General Kofi Annan asks us to face up to 
the threat of a catastrophic water crisis and counter such bleak forecasts by adopting a 
new spirit of stewardship. To do otherwise would be nothing less than a crime and 
history will rightly judge current generations harshly for it. 
 
The world's growing population should be seen not only as one of the causes of the water 
crisis, but also as the source of its solution, as is stressed by Former President of the 
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Philippines, Fidel Ramos, using the example of the enormous potential of people-power 
in South East Asia. Human solidarity is the only force capable of facing a task of this 
magnitude. There must be solidarity in international and regional governance; there 
must be solidarity between sectors and stakeholders; and there must be political will 
amongst governments to work in good faith both with their neighbors and with their own 
people. These people, including often marginalized groups such as women and 
minorities, must have a voice, and the information and means necessary to use it. 
 
At the heart of the matter is the value which we assign to different uses of water. Again, 
there is no universal blueprint, but it is clear that neither of the two extreme stances, one 
advocating that water should be free for all, and the other promoting full cost pricing for 
all water supplies, are desirable. We must remember that the value and the price of water 
are two very different things; it is substance which must be used efficiently, but must be 
available for the sustenance of all - including natural ecosystems. This makes the pricing 
of water a tricky business, as we gather further from World Commission on Water 
Chairman, Ismail Serageldin, and Douglas B. MacDonald’s insights on the subject. 
 
Thus we are faced with a mighty challenge. Fortunately we have a history of meeting 
great challenges using imagination and our irrepressible capacity to adapt. To ensure 
that we journey in the right direction, we must allow our knowledge, experience and 
institutions to catch up with the overwhelming progress of science and technology, and 
learn how to become both good neighbors for each other and good guests of the natural 
environment.” 
 
How to Plan your Film Screening 
Hosting a “Running Dry” film screening is a great way to promote awareness of global 
water resource inequities and broader issues in natural resource management within 
your school, chapter or community.  A home or conference room provides an informal 
setting, conducive to discussion, networking and developing a solid base of volunteers 
interested in sustainable development topics.   
 
Below are some steps for organizing a successful “Running Dry” film screening: 
 

1. Set a Date: Set a date and time you think would accommodate the most people in 
your target audience.  Times after work hours (5:00pm and beyond) will 
accommodate those working during the day. Depending on the size of your 
screening, give yourself a few days/weeks to prepare. 

 
2. Set a Place: Ask around and secure an appropriate location – if not your own 

home, then try your local chapter’s office.  Visit the location to view the layout 
and make sure it will accommodate your screening.     

 
Depending on the size of your screening, you may want to consider the following: 

·  Is there a small table that can be placed near the door for a sign-in sheet 
·  Is there a space for factsheets and refreshments (if you’re offering them)? 
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·  If serving items are needed, it’s nice to use real glasses and china, if 
possible.  Otherwise, get biodegradable serving utensils (they can be 
ordered at www.greenhome.com).   

 
3. Get the Word Out: Once you have your date, location and invitation list set, 

work to generate publicity.  Track down committee and chapter lists, active 
volunteers, friends and other groups who may be interested in attending.  You can 
also post it on your chapter’s website or blog. Send the invitations (in email or 
other form) 2-3 weeks in advance of the party, depending on the size and make-up 
of your list.   

 
4. Get Ready: Make sure the room you plan on using for the screening is 

comfortable and that you have all the materials printed and ready.  Be sure to 
watch the movie at least once before the day of the screening.   

 
5. Get the Party Started! There are two versions of Running Dry, a 50 minute 

Executive Summary and a 20 minute Call to Action.  Which version you choose 
is entirely for you to decide and based on your own preferences.  The 50 minute 
version discusses region-specific water crises and plans of action across Beijing, 
the Jordan River Basin, several areas in India, Africa (specifically South Africa) 
and the United States.  This longer version may facilitate more in-depth 
discussion.     
 
Here is a basic screening plan to follow: 
 

a) 20 min: Arrival – Guest sign in, refreshments, socialize 
b) 3 min: Brief introduction to film 
c) 50 or 20 min: Film 
d) 20 min: Discussion 
e) 10: Take Action 

 
6. Set a Goal for Increased Involvement:  
 

Encourage your decision-makers to support sustainable development initiatives, 
including advancing the Millennium Development Goals, specifically Goal 7.  Goal 7 
seeks to achieve the following: 

a. Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies 
and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources 

b. Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe 
drinking water 

c. Achieve significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum 
dwellers, by 2020  
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As global citizens, we have a role and responsibility in the protection of natural 
resources and the furthering of global health and sanitation initiatives. 

 

Send our Action Card to your decision-makers to demonstrate that you, as a 
constituent want the U.S. to take a leadership role in helping to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals. When filling out the card you will need to include 
your Senators’ addresses and a stamp. 

 
�  To find your Senators’ name and address, please search the 
 following website: http://www.senate.gov/  
�  If you do not have internet access, please let us know and we will 
 send you a print-out with name and address.  
 

·  Find out how you can get more involved with Sierra Club’s Global Population 
and Environment Program at http://www.sierraclub.org/population 

·  Find out what Sierra Club is doing to generate public awareness about 
corporate privatization of water services and threatened commodification of 
water at http://www.sierraclub.org/committees/cac/water/ 

   
7. Follow-Up: After your film screening, send Ani Zamgochian an email at 

ani.zamgochian@sierraclub.org to let her know how it went.  We’d love to hear 
any comments or suggestions you may have.  Also, please send us a photocopy of 
the sign-in sheet to the following address: 

Ani Zamgochian 
408 C Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

 
Discussion Points 

 
1. How do issues of water scarcity differ around the world? 

·  What types of solutions would work specifically in the U.S.? 
·  How can you address theses issues starting with your local community? 
·  What are the drivers behind water scarcity? 

2. How do issues of water scarcity impact the achievement of all eight Millennium 
Development Goals? You can refer to the enclosed Millennium Development 
Goals document for background information. 

3. How do water scarcity and sanitation issues negatively affect international 
security?  How could they exacerbate current political conflicts? 

4. How might the U.S. example of over-consumption impact the actions of 
developing countries?   
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Useful Links on Water Scarcity Issues and Solutions 
 

5. Water for People – www.waterforpeople.org 
i. Volunteer overseas with World Water Corps - 

http://www.waterforpeople.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Get_Volunteer 
ii.  Make a presentation about world water issues to friends, family, school, local 

organizations, etc. - 
http://www.waterforpeople.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Get_Education 

iii.  Take the H2O Challenge and “help drill clean water wells around the world” - 
http://www.theh2oproject.org/ 

 
6. Water Aid – www.wateraid.org 

i. Get involved with Water Aid in the USA - 
http://www.wateraid.org/usa/get_involved/ 

 
7. Green Cross International – www.greencrossinternational.org 
 
8. Rainwater Harvesting in Africa - http://www.alertnet.org 
 
9. Water Conservation Eco-Resource - http://www.biosanitiser.com 

 
10. NRRI - The 2nd National Drinking Water Symposium - http://www.nawc.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


