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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: university of Missouri-Kansas City
Contact name and title: R. Kaye Johnston
Contact phone: 816-235-6402

Contact email: johnstonrk@umkc.edu

School’s city and state: Kansas City, MO

Number of students: 14,818 as of Fall 2009

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

66 9% Coal 0 9% Wind 0 9 Biomass
28 o Natural Gas 0 9% Solar 0 9% Geothermal
0 9% Nuclear 0 9% Hydro 6 9% Other

Other: methane generated at landfill

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
95 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
> % Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

UMKC has two buildings on campus, Herman and Dorothy Johnson Hall (Residence Hall) just received
its LEED Certification and the NEW Student Union which will be open Fall 2010 and is applying for
LEED Silver. Additionally, the renovation at Miller Nichols Library has included a green roof. Other
buildings such as the new Health Sciences Building finished in 2007 have many green elements such as
day lighting, recycling, and alternative transportation infrastructure.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

90 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes, in 2009 a performance contract was completed that included upgrades and retrofits to all
buildings. The campus is currently improving the efficiency of both the heating and cooling systems.
They are sealing leaks in steam traps, winterizing campus houses, and invested in a new cooling
system that is much more efficient reducing energy costs by $1.6 million annually. UMKC is also

working with EPRE in a pilot program to install led lamps around the campus and is also investigating
options for installing solar cells.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

4 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

65 %

The campus currently buys 100% cage free eggs.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, 45% are vegetarian and/or vegan

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes, however, the campus has significantly reduced the amount of products that is sold by vendors
in plastic packaging

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes, the UMKC Garden Collective is a student run community garden where students use natural
soil conditioners, no synthetic chemicals are used and methods for water conservation are
implemented.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Yes, there in a degree program for BA and BS for environmental science and environmental studies.
There is also a Sustainability minor.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Issues in Environmental Science Energy Science
Field Experience in Waste Management Electrical Methods in Near Surface Geophysic
Energy Resources Modern Physics and Engineering applications

Engineering Geology
Essential Engineering

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes, http://cas.umkc.edu/geo/environment_studies.aspl

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr. Jimmy Adegoke Dr. Jim Shepard
http://cas.umkc.edu/esp/Pages/Adegoke.htm http://cas.umkc.edu/philosophy/Sheppard.asp
Dr. Micheal Frisch Dr. Caroline Davies
http://cas.umkc.edu/aupd/michael_pop.html http://cas.umkc.edu/geo/web/PAL.html

Dr. Syed Hasan
http://cas.umkc.edu/esp/Pages/Hasan.htm

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Center for Applied environmental Research: provide environmental training education and research
Geosciences: Hub for classes, research and professors
Environmental Studies program: Coursework, fieldwork

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Yes, Environmental Studies
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

40 %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

E-purchasing-reduces paper and encourages recycle content purchases. Sustainability language is
added to RFP's and Contracts on a per contact basis.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

80 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
Some

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

Purchase Energy Star when applicable

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Yes, wooden crates are taken back

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, there is a bus that provides students, faculty, and staff with free transportation around campus and
between the Hospital Hill and Volker campuses.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

UMKC has taken over a bicycle loaning program from a local not for profit that was created to provide
bicycles to individuals throughout the year for transportation. In that program UMKC provides free bike
maintenance, locks, and many bicycle racks around campus. Also in that program, new air
compressors are scheduled to be installed around campus and information is provided on bike trails,

and proper riding technique. This program has increase awareness and actual bicycle ridership on
campus by 18%.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

UMKC has installed reserved parking for motorcycles and scooters that are the closest spots available
to those buildings. UMKC also takes part in a carpooling program called RideShare where students,

faculty and staff can find other individuals that are commuting to UMKC on a web site to reduce the
amount of gas they use.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

82 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

89 %



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

53%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
Yes, in all dining locations

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes, we are at 53% recycling and have reduced overall waste by 20%. Our goal is to be at 90%
waste reduction within the next few years.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, Residential Life has such donations and the bins are located in Student Life.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

“The UMKC Sustainability Program will be sustainable, measurable and incentive-based. The UMKC
Sustainability Team will seek feedback from the campus community and evaluate the program
regularly.”

“Success of the UMKC Sustainability program will be demonstrated by participants’ viewing
Sustainability or green efforts on campus as a “norm” and by the program’s ability to partner with
organizations beyond the campus for a collaborative effort that benefits the Kansas City community.”

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, R. Kaye Johnston is the Solid Waste coordinator, the position is currently 50% part-time, but the
Sustainability Team’s #1 priority goal is to move the position to full-time. Kaye works with students and

faculty of the UMKC Sustainability Team to oversee sustainable initiatives on campus. The UMKC
Sustainability Team has 105 members across campus including faculty, staff and students.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, UMKC has signed on to the President's Climate Commitment from AASHE. UMKC is up to date
on submission documents such as the campus carbon print and Sustainability Plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes, we used Clean Air Cool Planet v.6.0

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes, from 2004-2009, UMKC has reduced carbon emissions by 20% through performance contracts,
infrastructure upgrades and energy savings of $1.6 million annually.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, it is available through the UM office of treasury.

http://www.umsystem.edu/ums/departments/gc/rules/financial/140/011.shtml

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?
Not at this time, however, most long term investments do have companies who have Sustainability

statements. Some of the next steps include drafting policies that would include responsible
investments.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

University of Missouri uses Russell 3000 domestic equity index as a benchmark and 7 out of 10
companies in the top ten have sustainability initiatives and policies in place.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes, David Hall (a senior at UMKC) has assisted in gauging current Sustainability initiatives on campus

and will also present those finding at a Sustainability conference at University of Missouri-Columbia,
March 2010.

R. Kaye Johnston ( a senior at UMKC) has gave a white paper presentation, "Sustainability In Action" in

Raleigh, NC November 2008 at the annual AASHE conference on UMKC campus Sustainability
initiatives.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

UMKC students have participated in Recycle Mania and this year placed #8 of 200 in the nation this
year. Also, UMKC is hosting events this fall such as a concert that emphasizes Sustainability.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

All of UMKC's campus is urban and there is no native habitat. However, we have set aside spaces for
rain gardens, community gardens and have plans for more this year.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

No, but we do have carbon dioxide sensors implemented campus wide to monitor levels and also have
fresh air exchange.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

UMKC garden collective provides any students or staff/faculty with outdoor extracurricular activities.
environmental studies field trip every year also provides students with an outdoor learning environment.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Since spring 2009 UMKC has completed a Carbon Print in Cool Planet, campus master plan,
sustainability framework, extended the sustainability team to 110 members, taken over the Clean
Commute program to encourage biking to and on campus, and have invested in electric vehicles.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Dining Services has no-tray dining room that conserves water and reduces food waste. It also uses
durable utensils, cups and dishes which results in less waste. The dish-washing system is the newest
technology that is water saving and uses less detergent in the process of cleaning the dishes.

UMKC hosts waste free events on campus in partnership with Dining Services and other caterers by
providing compostable service ware, serving food and using condiments in bulk and using recyclable
beverage containers and cups.

Events and special programs on campus focusing on Sustainability are open and free to the public.
Such as the annual National Teach-In on Global Warming hosted by the Geosciences Department.

UMKC partners with the local community to hold E-recycling events, Glass Recycling, and other
community events such as Eco Village in conjunction with concerts on campus.

Sustainability interns and work studies on campus and overseen by Sustainability coordinator. Student
Sustainability projects are present on campus and throughout our community both curricular and
extracurricular.

UMKC also has implemented a green cleaning process using low emissions cleaning chemicals for
most products.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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