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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Lawrence University

Contact name and title: Jeff Clark, Associate Professor of Geology
Contact phone: 9208326733

Contact email: clarkj@lawrence.edu

School’s city and state: Appleton, Wi

Number of students: 1407 full time 23 part time

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INTIAL:_JIC paTg; 3/18/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

51.59% Coal % Wind % Biomass
9 9% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
33 % Nuclear % Hydro 55 % Other Mix of renewables

Our energy provider does not specify the renewables. The standard mix is about 2% renewables and we
purchase an additional 3.5% of renewable through a special program called Energy for Tomorrow.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

I think it is also important to report the relative size of the structure. Our LEED Gold certified building is
our campus center and it makes up ~7% of our square footage. The information you ask for is not a
good measure because one 20,000 sq. ft. LEED building doesn't have the same impact as a 100,000
sq. ft. LEED unit.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

We do use a programmable drip irrigation system in the 1/4 acre campus vegetable garden.
Automated, programmable sprinklers water the athletic fields and grounds during periods of lower
potential evapotranspiration.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

Almost everything is flourescent or compact flourescent except for areas that need dimmable lights.
Most offices, classsrooms, bathrooms, and public spaces have lights on timers or motion detectors.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

70 o,

All newly purchased appliances are energy star.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes, we have already added insulation to several buildings and we are exploring other simple
efficiency measures as well. This is a matter of routine upgrades that take place every year along with
window and light replacement.

The President's cabinet has approved a sustainable building policy that states:

“Ongoing building maintenance and operation as well as renovation shall incorporate principles of
sustainable design, building, and operation including energy efficiency, indoor air quality, water
conservation, construction site and waste management, and use of local materials. All new
construction shall be designed to meet or exceed LEED Silver standards or at an equivalent level to
those of a comparable rating system.”



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

~14 %

If the choice is between local non-organic produce and organic produce shipped from far away, we
support local because we believe it's more sustainable and it helps support local communities. This is
a conscious choice on how to best spend our food dollar.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0O %

Our local vendors are small, and use organic farming principles and practices, but are not
USDA-certified because of the onerous and costly reporting requirements. Ask any small farmer!

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes we do! Our coffee is free trade too!

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

7?9

All meals include a meat and a non-meat entree at each of the 6 stations. One station is entirely
vegetarian/vegan. Our beef comes from a local vendor and is 80% grass fed 20% corn fed.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, not only does each "meal" have a vegetarian option, but there is a dedicated food line for
vegans.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

No. It might be available in some vending machines, but not at the campus store, snack bar, through
food service, or catering. All students are issued a 500ml bottle for cold beverages.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.
Yes, the garden is 1/4 acre. We produce approximately 1.25 tons of food every year using organic

methods. We compost 1 ton of food waste from the dining hall each week, as well as fall leaves. This
compost goes back into the garden, completing the cycle.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Studies program has been around for almost thirty years. We offer a major in
environmental studies that has two tracks - a science track and a policy track. We also offer a minor in
environmental studies and our biology department has a strong focus on terrestrial and aquatic ecology
and conservation biology. Our geology department has a focus on water and soil quality. A course in
sustainable agriculture is offered almost every year.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes. There is a physics course on Energy, Society and the Environment. | teach a tutorial on Solar
energy. The chemistry department teaches a course on the chemistry of alternative energy and also
green chemistry. We also have a course on sustainable agriculture and next year we will offer a course
on waste stream management.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes, all courses that are cross listed with the environmental studies department (ENST). See
www.lawrence.edu/academics/coursedisplay.php?subjcode=ENST

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Professor Marcia Bjornerud is well known for her recent book "Reading the Rocks" which is, in part, a
commentary on the role of humans on Earth.

Emeriti Professor Ron Tank wrote the first textbook on Environmental Geology in 1973. He continues
to teach and remain active in environmental causes.

Professor Bart DeStasio is well known within the limnology community for his work.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

No, we are a small (<1500 student) liberal arts college, not a research institution.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No, however roughly 20% of all Lawrence University students take a course that has environmental stuc

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

30 %

The environmental studies program relies upon contributions from 12 different departments.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

No, but we are following these principles in practice. For example, we use Green Seal Certified
cleaning products. All paper towels and bathroom tissue are at least 30% recycled (most is 100%).
University letterhead and envelops are made of recycled paper. Actions speak louder than words. That
being said we are working with facilities services and the VP for Financial Affairs to craft a sustainable
purchasing policy. Some elements of a purchasing policy are in place like the aforementioned building
policy which would cover items like paint, carpeting, building materials, furnishings etc.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

I'm not sure if you mean all paper like napkins too or just copy paper. I'm assuming you mean all paper
in my response. Yes we purchase FSC-certified paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

We purchase primarily energy star appliances and electronics.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

No, we are too small to make such deals with suppliers. State institutions can leverage this kind of deal,
we cannot.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

I don't think we have a specific policy about this, but then again I'm not sure why we would. | would
think that these features would always be enabled.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

There is a shuttle to take students from the main campus to the athletic complex that is not adjacent to
the campus proper. It runs during athletic practice times (to transport athletes) and during competitions.
There is also a shuttle that takes students to the local shopping center, grocery stores, and movie

theatres. The shuttles are mini-vans that use unleaded gas or E85 (flex fuel). Some are used vehicles
and some were purchased new for campus use.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?
Our new campus center has a bike locker room, shower and changing room. We also have a bike

share program where a bike and a helmet are issued with a university ID. Other buildings also have
showers and indoor spaces for bike storage.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

No, but consider we are a residential campus so students do not commute. Roughly 30% of the

employees live within walking distance of campus. Parking is very limited on campus so there is more
of a disincentive to drive than an incentive not to.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
~1 %

We are a residential campus - we have very few students who commute.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

It is highly dependent upon the season. In the winter probably 80% drive. When weather is nice that

number drops to about 50%. This is a rough estimate based upon where people live and general
driving habits.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

32%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, containers with signage are provided on every floor of every building on campus adjacent to
trash cans.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes, thought not at all events.. It depends upon the event organizers and what they set up.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes,we compost approximately 1 ton per week from our dining hall. We also compost leaves from

campus each fall. Some of the residence areas compost materials as well, thought this practice has
not reached the entire campus.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

We have moved to single stream recycling and we hope that this combined with the excitement of
recyclemania and educational initiatives will improve our diversion rate to ~35% this year. We will
analyze our waste stream next year to see what we can do to further reduce waste.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, there is a swap meet and the school also provides containers for materials that are donated to
local charities.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Lawrence University is currently revising the strategic plan for the university. One section of that plan
will be dedicated to sustainability. The plan will not be formally adopted until next year. A formal
committee on sustainability is in the faculty handbook (not available to off campus entities - sorry).

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. There is a committee comprised of faculty, staff, administrators, and students. The chair of the
committee is effectively 1/3 time dedicated to that position and 2/3 to teaching responsibilities. The
director of facilities services is an expert in energy efficiency and the lead custodian is trained in green
cleaning techniques. There is also a student government committee on environmental responsibility.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

We are signatories of the Talloires Declaration because it captures the spirit of what we want to do and
it allows a very flexible framework. Last year we saved 11% on our use of energy over the previous year
due to a new HVAC policy and a change in the academic calendar. In 2009 we used less energy than
any other year in the past 8 (even though we grew by 15%). We expect additional savings of 3-5% this
year. We have not signed the ACUPCC because we find the goal of zero carbon emissions unrealistic.

In fact | would wager that only a handfull of the 666 signatories will be able to come close to this goal.
We are making real changes on campus, not empty promises.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes going back to 2003.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes. Using the Clean Air - Cool Climate calculator our Scope 1 and Scope 2 emissions per sq foot have
dropped from 18.9 kg in 2003 (base line) to 12.3 kg (2009). This is a reduction of ~35%! These figures

do not represent the ~400 acres of forest preserve and other recently purchased offsets (but they are
close).



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

No, we are a private institution. We report the value of our endowment, but not the specific investments.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No, not specifically on environmental issues. They look at a range of issues regarding investments.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Our investments are in mutual funds and therefore broadly diversified. It is likely that these portfolios
include such investments, but to be fair we do not seek them out. One of the reasons is that with the
green washing of businesses these days it is problematic to determine which investments truly are
environmentally responsible.

The university funded student organization Peace Action Collective works with SEGA (Students
Engaged in GLobal Aid) to provide miro-loans to those in conflict areas. This is more of a socially
responsible investment initiative, but | would include it under the broad umbrella of sustainability as well.
This is a new organization so time will tell if the investments are ongoing.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes, Oren Jacobson is responsible for arranging composting on campus and is working closely with the

Community Gardens Partnership to develop a large-scale composting program for the Fox Cities
community.

Will Meadows (a first year student) researched the potential for solar energy on campus and wrote
grants to the state and our utility to help fund the solar project. In just six months from his arrival on
campus he has almost single-handedly brought renewable energy to campus. Will is also involved with
SWAHP, co-founder of the alternative fuels club, and founder of the Peace Action Collective.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

We are currently participating in recyclemania (we are ranked 6th our of 330) in per capita recycling. A
group of students is currently engaged in a LEED design competition, but | do not know when that ends.
Our dining hall is participating in the Low-Carbon diet challenge during earth week. We are conducting a

residence hall challenge to see which one can reduce the per capita energy consumption the most from
last year.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

We have 420 acres of undeveloped land in Door County, WI. It is held as a natural area with foot trails.
Natural science classes use it as an outdoor learning laboratory.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Not specifically, but this would fall under the new building policy (see above). In addition we do use
"green seal" cleaning products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes, the Outdoor Recreation Club has camping and paddling supplies that can be rented. They hold
kayak, paddling, and bike workshops and they also lead ~6 field trips a year. We also have a free bike
share program. Several courses are extensively field based (e.g. Vegetation of WI, aquatic and
terrestrial biology, watershed hydrology).



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

1. We moved to single stream recycling and are participating in recyclemania (currently #6 for per capita
recycling). 2. We changed our academic calendar and implemented a new HVAC policy that reduced
energy use by 11%. 3. We reduced the amount of print communications with alums, put the course
catalog and handbook on line, moved to all electronic admissions, increased the number of all electronic
courses (no paper assignments, and increased the number of double sided printers on campus. 4. We
now use all recycled paper products (hand towels and toilet paper). 5. We have purchased ~3kW solar
array for one of our buildings. We opened a 107K sq. ft. LEED gold bld. 6. We roughly doubled the
amount of food purchased locally and went to trayless dining to save on water and food waste. 7. We
approved a new sustainable building policy. 8. We now use high efficiency washers on campus.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

The Sustainable Lawrence University Garden was established 6 years ago. It "grew" out of an
Environmental Studies topics course on sustainable agriculture. Twenty students in that class took an
unused patch of grass and turned it into a 1/4-acre organic garden in just 4 months. We now supply our
dining services with over a ton of fresh produce every year and we compost a ton of kitchen waste each
week. Because of our size, we focus on sustainably grown heirloom vegetables. The garden joined the
Community Gardens partnership of the Fox Cities two years ago. Last year our garden was designated
as a teaching garden that now brings scores of K-8 students for hands-on educational activities. We are
also working with the Community Gardens partnership to establish a large-scale, community-wide
compost system.

We have instututed a community read program. This year we are reading Farm City by Novella
Carptenter. The course starts in April and currently 16 faculty and 80 students are involved as well as
members of the staff and community.

We have expanded our earth day celebrations to Earth Week - where we have speakers, musicians,
artists and other sundry activities all week long. See our blog for updates
http://blogs.lawrence.edu/greenroots/

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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The university funded student organization Peace Action Collective works with SEGA (Students Engaged in GLobal Aid) to provide miro-loans to those in conflict areas. This is more of a socially responsible investment initiative, but I would include it under the broad umbrella of sustainability as well. This is a new organization so time will tell if the investments are ongoing. 
	Text82: Yes, Oren Jacobson is responsible for arranging composting on campus and is working closely with the Community Gardens Partnership to develop a large-scale composting program for the Fox Cities community.

Will Meadows (a first year student) researched the potential for solar energy on campus and wrote grants to the state and our utility to help fund the solar project. In just six months from his arrival on campus he has almost single-handedly brought renewable energy to campus. Will is also involved with SWAHP, co-founder of the alternative fuels club, and founder of the Peace Action Collective. 
	Text83: We are currently participating in recyclemania (we are ranked 6th our of 330) in per capita recycling. A group of students is currently engaged in a LEED design competition, but I do not know when that ends. Our dining hall is participating in the Low-Carbon diet challenge during earth week. We are conducting a residence hall challenge to see which one can reduce the per capita energy consumption the most from last year.
	Text84: We have 420 acres of undeveloped land in Door County, WI. It is held as a natural area with foot trails. Natural science classes use it as an outdoor learning laboratory. 
	Text85: Not specifically, but this would fall under the new building policy (see above). In addition we do use "green seal" cleaning products. 
	Text86: Yes, the Outdoor Recreation Club has camping and paddling supplies that can be rented. They hold kayak, paddling, and bike workshops and they also lead ~6 field trips a year. We also have a free bike share program. Several courses are extensively field based (e.g. Vegetation of WI, aquatic and terrestrial biology, watershed hydrology).
	Text87: 1. We moved to single stream recycling and are participating in recyclemania (currently #6 for per capita recycling). 2. We changed our academic calendar and implemented a new HVAC policy that reduced energy use by 11%. 3. We reduced the amount of print communications with alums, put the course catalog and handbook on line, moved to all electronic admissions, increased the number of all electronic courses (no paper assignments, and increased the number of double sided printers on campus. 4. We now use all recycled paper products (hand towels and toilet paper). 5. We have purchased ~3kW solar array for one of our buildings. We opened a 107K sq. ft. LEED gold bld. 6. We roughly doubled the amount of food purchased locally and went to trayless dining to save on water and food waste. 7. We approved a new sustainable building policy. 8. We now use high efficiency washers on campus.
	Text88: The Sustainable Lawrence University Garden was established 6 years ago. It "grew" out of an Environmental Studies topics course on sustainable agriculture. Twenty students in that class took an unused patch of grass and turned it into a 1/4-acre organic garden in just 4 months. We now supply our dining services with over a ton of fresh produce every year and we compost a ton of kitchen waste each week. Because of our size, we focus on sustainably grown heirloom vegetables. The garden joined the Community Gardens partnership of the Fox Cities two years ago. Last year our garden was designated as a teaching garden that now brings scores of K-8 students for hands-on educational activities. We are also working with the Community Gardens partnership to establish a large-scale, community-wide compost system.

We have instututed a community read program. This year we are reading Farm City by Novella Carptenter.  The course starts in April and currently 16 faculty and 80 students are involved as well as members of the staff and community.

We have expanded our earth day celebrations to Earth Week - where we have speakers, musicians, artists and other sundry activities all week long. See our blog for updates http://blogs.lawrence.edu/greenroots/


