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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Bike racks are available in all major locations and buildings on campus. The University expanded bicycle parking capacity by 137% last year: http://www.bu.edu/bikesafety/bicycle-parking-spaces-map/ Bicycle maps and safety information are available free to everyone who registers and an interactive map of all bicycle parking locations is available online. 

	Text62: In January 2010 Boston University received the Mass Rides award for Outstanding Achievement in Travel Options Services.  Employees and students interested in carpooling can be matched through MassRides. MassRides promotional materials are on display and available at the Parking & Transportation Services office and website http://www.bu.edu/parking/rideshare/index.html.  Full time faculty and staff may purchase passes through the University using payroll deduction. Up to $230 of the MBTA pass monthly cost is deducted on a pre-tax basis. 
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	Text69: A robust recycling program is being implemented and should be complete by the end of the spring semester 2010. The goal is to have recycling paired up with trash cans in the public areas within classrooms, labs, athletic areas, the student union, and office buildings.
	Text70: Recycling has been implemented at games, but has not been completely integrated for all the large lectures and events. Recycling for commencement is currently being planned.
	Text71: All dining facilities run preconsumer compost programs. Post-consumer food waste in our residential dining facilities is collected for composting is brought to local composting facilities and resold as a soil amendment. Dining Services collects over 400 tons of food waste on an annual basis, a 300% increase from the previous year.  90% of our disposable containers are bio-based and compostable.  
	Text72: The Sustainability Committee is developing waste reduction goals. Many of the University's events are zero-waste, however a specific policy is not yet in place. Boston University's Waste Reduction accomplishments, developments, and goals are numerous. Please see http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/waste-reduction/ and http://www.bu.edu/dining/about/sustainability.html for more information. 
	Text73: During move-out in 2009, BU partnered with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Boston to collect 6.75 tons of clothing and footware. Collections were made every two days between May 5 - 19th from 11 locations. 

For move-out in 2010, BU is partnering with Goodwill who will be collecting a broader range of goods. Collections this year will be made every day from April 26 - May 19th from 12 locations. We will kick off the promotion of this donation program on Earth Day with an event on the University's central plaza.
	Text74: http://www.bu.edu/president/strategic-plan/plan.shtml
Boston University’s strategic plan states that BU will work to be institutionally responsible as an environmental steward, in part by implementing sustainable infrastructural programs. The University’s Sustainability Committee is developing  sustainability initiatives further as part of its Sustainability Strategic Plan. 

	Text75: The University has the following full-time positions: sustainability director, communications specialist, events coordinator, energy director, and buyer / recycling coordinator. In addition, sustainability@BU employs two student interns.
	Text76: Last summer, Boston University began its greenhouse gas inventory process through the Metrics Focus Group (a subcommittee of the Energy Conservation Working Group). It has nearly completed the inventory for Scopes 1 and 2 and is now in the process for capturing the data for the Scope 3 inventory.

The University has nearly completed its Climate Action Planning Framework, a roadmap for its Climate Action Planning process.
	Text77: The University has completed the inventory for Scopes 1 and 2 with the exception of fleet vehicles and fugitive sources which are currently being assessed.
	Text78: The University is developing its Climate Action Plan and has not yet identified concrete targets, but is actively involved in CO2 reduction projects. 
	Text79: Boston University provides certain information about its endowment including total value, annual performance and broad asset allocation in its audited annual financial statements.  Other information may be included in the Annual Report of the President if it is deemed noteworthy.  Specific information such as portfolio holdings, changes in strategy or other similar characteristics are not publicly available.
	Text80: All new investments are reviewed and approved by the Investment Committee of the Board of Trustees.  It is the role of the Investment Committee to evaluate and review all proposed and existing investments across a spectrum of important elements.  These elements may include the fit of the investment within the overall endowment portfolio, potential for diversified return contributions, expected risk and return profile and potential conflicts with broad University initiatives or standards.  While they do not currently have a dedicated mandate to review environmental issues, they are considered as appropriate depending on the investment strategy of the proposed investment.
	Text81: The University has made investments through external investment managers actively involved in the development of "clean" technologies, alternative energy sources, emissions controls/reductions, sustainable forestry/farming techniques, and other environmentally responsible investments.  The University will continue to evaluate similar investment ideas as part of the ongoing management of the endowment portfolio.
	Text82: Students have spoken on many sustainability panels, six students attended COP15, and other important political and environmental events. In the College of Engineering, Dylan Jackson, is working on self-cleaning photovoltaic cells for his master’s thesis; many students have been involved in PowerShift, Organic Gardening, Composting, the Outing Club nature excursions, Slow Foods club and movements, the Boston University EcoReps pilot program, sedGreen, BU Bikes, and 350.org initiatives. (You can read about more environmental student organizations and student led initiatives under "What You Can Do" on the BU Sustainability website.) Boston University students have also been central in pushing a Massachusetts bill in the Senate, which calls to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the state by 90% by 2050.
	Text83: BU hosts frequent sustainability and environmental panels, particularly through the Pardee Center and CEESI. In April, for example, students and faculty who attended the COP15 will host an open panel discussion "Life After Copenhagen." "Join the Challenge" is a publicized, campus wide initiative involving monthly challenges to create behavioral change and improve our environmental footprint. BU is also active in the ReycleMania Competition. EcoReps organize events (ex. Dumpster Dive Competition) and the School of Education's sedGreen initiative has been crucial in recycling and energy conservation.
	Text84: Within our urban campus Boston University has over 40 "open spaces" to enjoy, such as pocket parks with benches, grass, flower beds and trees.
	Text85: The University uses green cleaning products and low and zero VOC paints.
	Text86: Options for outdoor & nature activities are numerous. BU Bikes, BU Outing Club, and the Environmental Student Organization all plan outings, trips, and events that take students on trails, into the woods, and outside on a weekly basis. The Greenhouse at BU is open everyday to students interested in gardening.
	Text87: During the 2008/09 school year, BU initiated a formal sustainability steering committee, established a $1 million revolving loan fund, and hired its first Sustainability Director and Communications Specialist to support the program. In 2009/10 the office has taken wide measures to improve campus sustainability, raise awareness and increase student involvement, amplified by the new website. Other actions: lighting retrofits, establishment of EcoReps pilot program, Liaisons, Join the Challenge Campaign, Move-In/Out reuse programs, Recyclemania,Thin Client instillation, Paperless Payroll, 5,000 reusable mugs hand out with coffee discounts, increased recycling and composting, continuation of trayless dining, green improvements in dining services: e.g. diverting of 544 tons of material from waste- a 244% increase.
http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/ for more examples and information.
	Text88: This January, Boston University launched its sustainability web site: http://ww.bu.edu/sustainability, beginning a new era of transparency at the University. The first images show the amount of resources the University consumes and the waste the BU community produces. The intention is for the BU community to gasp at the magnitude of our challenge to reduce our environmental footprint and Join the Challenge. Please visit http://www.bu.edu/today/science-tech/2010/01/20/how-big-your-carbon-footprint for more background. We intend to present building specific metrics in the future to increase awareness and allow for competition between schools and dorms.

Many colleges and universities have pledges for their communities to take. At BU we have partnered with carbonrally.com to provide metrics for monthly sustainable action challenges and compete school vs school to lower carbon footprints and have some fun at the same time. This provides a focus for the conversation on sustainability and helps to get the BU community involved through individual actions. http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-you-can-do/join-the-challenge/

In early 2009 Boston University hired its first sustainability director and communications specialist.  The first year has been dedicated to awareness and engagement through a robust communications and outreach strategy. Out of the strategy development came several programs including:

Communications:
Website, Newsletter, and Monthly Sustainable Actions campaign

Outreach:
EcoReps, Sustainability Liaisons, Earth House Sponsorship, Green Team for Move-in, Sustainability Forum, and Earth Day/Week http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-you-can-do/

Actions:
Energy Conservation Projects, Recycling Program, LEED Building Design, and monthly Lights Off Surveys
http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/

Planning:
Strategic Plan, Climate Action Plan, Green Purchasing Policy, Green Building Specifications, and Green Building Guidelines
http://www.bu.edu/sustainability/what-were-doing/


