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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Champlain College

Contact name and title: Christina Erickson, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 802-865-5449

Contact email: cerickson@champlain.edu

School’s city and state: Burlington, VT

Number of students: 2058 (FTE)

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

AL CE pATE: 3/19/10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

9.250, Coal .02 9% Wind 10.8 % Biomass
2539 Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
21.0%, Nuclear 2710, Hydro 5.10 o Other Distillate Oil; Methane .24

NOTE: BED has no contracts for resources fueled by Natural Gas, Nuclear, or Coal and only 0.05%
from Oil used at the BED Gas Turbine. Amounts shown for Natural Gas, Nuclear, Coal , as well as most
of the QOil value represent short term contracts and resources where the REC's have been sold being
assigned the New England residual mix of fuels.

See Power Supply breakdown https://www.burlingtonelectric.com/page.php?pid=128&name=BED's%20

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Geothermal heating/cooling coming online in Summer 2010 for Perry Hall.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

33 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.
2009 -- Aiken Hall certified LEED Gold

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

While we do not employ these strategies, we do have an active stormwater retention program,

including a green roof on one building (IDX) and another currently under construction (Perry), and a
biotention field behind another building.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

60 %

Include CFLs, LEDs, motion sensors. Every time a building is upgraded, lighting is always improved.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

75% computers & monitors; 100% copiers; 25% printers; 75% of residential apartment applicances

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes, a very active program that includes annual insulating projects (using closed cell foam, not
fiberglass), adding variable frequency drives for our mechanical systems, low floor shower heads,
duct cleaning, and a sophisticated Energy Management System for our buildings to shut down
according to occupancy schedules. Additionally, all new buildings go through extensive
commissioning and existing buildings are being systemically re-commissioned.

See more examples at http://www.champlain.edu/Sustain-Champlain/Sustainable-Operations-.html



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

Annually 20% of our total food cost (Catering, Retail, and Board) is sourced bio-regionally with 8-10%
coming from Black River Produce.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

5-10 o

Examples include Soy milk,Apples and Cider, Coffee, tempeh, seitan, tabbouleh.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes we utilize the Monterey Bay Aquarium Sustainable Seafood Guide for the Northeast, particularly
for catering. It lists best choices, good alternatives, and seafoods to avoid.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

60-75 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, absolutely.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

No.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Policy major starting in Fall 2010

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

No, but a number of classes use case studies of sustainable practices and clean technologies, such as.
using the wind energy debate in Vermont as a class topic.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

No.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Cyndi Brandenburg, Assistant Professor, Core Division: Incorporated environmental sustainability as a
critical factor to consider in the first year course entitled “Concepts of Community;” wrote a global
module focused on ecological footprints that is used by various faculty members in conjunction with
global overseas partners as a way to promote cross-cultural student communication and
understanding; traveled to Morocco to study environmental issues and co-created a course examining

climate, culture, the environment and sustainability using Morocco as a lens through which to
understand broader global issues.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Not at this time.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Not at this time.
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
50 o

Communication & Creative Media Division: Environmental Communication (starting Fall 2010)
Information Technology & Sciences Division: Environmental Earth Sciences (2 out of 4 Divisions)



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.
Not at this time. To be developed in 2010-2011.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

64 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Marketing uses recycled content papers (FSC-certified) as much as possible (approximately 70%).

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

Developing IS policy as of February 2010: Both Energy Star & EPEAT Bronze rated (or higher)

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

For office supplies, we require a $50 minimum order and deliveries are only made three days a week,
which minimizes waste and transportation-related emissions.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

This will be included in the new electronics purchasing policy, to be enacted next year (from our
Information Services Department).



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, a free campus shuttle for use by faculty, staff and student. Shuttle goes between off-campus
parking areas, main campus, and a residential hall in a neighboring town. For town access, all may use

the City's bus system (which extends beyond Burlington & Chittenden County) for free with their ID
cards.

For special events where we have to move large numbers of people we use shuttle buses to reduce
driving.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Partnering with local bicycle advocacy group (Local Motion) to encourage use of bicycles for
transportation. In Spring 2010 conducting a bike parking assessment on campus to see where the

status of current bike racks and see if there is a need for more/improved bike parking. Students have
also worked on marketing pieces for the Safe Streets Collaborative
http://www.localmotion.org/education/safestreets/

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

With limited parking on and around campus we strongly encourage students to use alternative
transportation to reach campus.

Faculty, staff, and students can all ride the local city buses (CCTA) for free, with their college ID.
Champlain is also a member of the Campus Area Transportation Management Authority (CATMA)

http://www.catmavt.org/ that offers a number of commuter programs including an incentive program for
faculty & staff to bike or walk to work as well as facilitation of carpooling.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
%

Students Driving to Campus (2009 figures from CATMA)
Residents = 2.1%; Commuters within 1/2 mile = 21.5%; Commuters outside 1/2 mile = 69.7%

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

54.8 %

Employees driving alone to work -- 2009 figures from CATMA



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

50%

As of FY2009, 17% of total waste was composted, and 33% was recycled.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes. We are actively working on improving the type and placement of bins to ensure higher recycling
capture rate and reduce contamination.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes. For all major events, such as Orientation, Commencement, Spring Fling, etc. there are always
recycling bins placed in prominent areas, along with trash cans.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes. We currently collect pre and post-consumer compost in our one dining hall and pre-consumer

waste in our cafe. We are currently expanding our compost collection to post-consumer in the Cafe
and catered events.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
We do not currently have any stated goals.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

We facilitate a move-out collection program for our residential students, as well as participate in a
similar program for off-campus students, in conjunction with other campuses in the City of Burlington.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Language is included in the Champlain College Master Plan

From Champlain Master Plan, "Sustainability”, Pages 69 — 70.
http://www.champlain.edu/Documents/masterplan/MasterPlanFINAL3-07.pdf

Development Guidelines, "Sustainability”, Pages 3-6
http://www.champlain.edu/Documents/masterplan/DevelopmentGuidlinesFINAL6-07.pdf

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

We currently have a half-time sustainability coordinator, an active "Sustain Champlain" committee (with

20+ faculty/staff/student members). Sustainability Coordinator position is slated to go full time in
2010-2011.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

No stated reduction goals or implementation plan. We will be developing these in 2010-2011.
http://www.champlain.edu/Documents/about_champlain/PhaselCarbonProfile.pdf

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes. We had an outside consultant complete an audit in 2008, tracking emissions from 2000-2007
(which will be updated in the Summer 2010).

Additionally, we are members of the GreenLines program of Sightlines (2008, 2009), which has done a
greenhouse gas assessment of our campus from 2004-present.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

We have had a slight increase in our total annual emissions comparing our first assessed year to the
last year of data. However, during that time, we have increased both our student population and gross
square footage on campus, and therefore emissions per capita and per GSF have seen a reduction.

2004: 6023 MTCDE; total maintained GSF = 388,444 = .0155 MTCDE/GSF
2008: 6271 MTCDE; total maintained GSF = 451,687 = .0138 MTCDE/GSF



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.
No.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Not a stated goal. Investments may be environmentally responsible, but the primary objective is to have
a maximum return with minimum risk.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Two students stand out as major advocates on campus:

1) Justine Riegel ('10) has revived the student Environmental Club and organized several events via the
Club, assisted with the facilitation of expanding post-consumer composting in the dining hall, made a
presentation to the Faculty Senate regarding integrating sustainability into the curriculum, and won 3rd

place in the Non-Profit category of the annual Elevator Pitch contest, for her pitch about creating videos
about students living sustainably.

2) Rachel Salois ('12) writes an monthly column "Girl Goes Green" for the student newspaper, and is the
lead student organizer for our April 2010 Sustainability Week.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

The student Environmental Club is sponsoring a recycled art/design contest in April 2010.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Champlain holds a 50 year easement with the City of Burlington to keep an area behind Perry Hall as

green space. The building renovation also includes a bioretention area that will act as created marsh
lands.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Campus-wide no smoking policy inside buildings, 40 feet from doorways, or near air intake vents.
New custodial contract stipulates green cleaning products only.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Annual Summer Launch (pre-orientation programs) include outdoor trips (hiking & cycling)
Student Wilderness Club organizes occasional outings; very active student Ski/Snowboard Club.
Student Life center has various outdoor equipment for loan for students, faculty, and staff.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

* New sustainability coordinator: Christina Erickson, due to complete PhD in Sustainability Education in
May 2010, ~10 years of campus sustainability experience
* Starting e-waste collection for handheld devices, media, batteries, etc.

* Expanded post-consumer composting in dining hall, working on expanding post-consumer compost in
cafe and catered events

* Student light bulb swaps in residence halls (~200 bulbs)
* Recycling education in the residence halls & with res life staff *Sustainable Living Guide for Students
* Developing Green IT policy *New building (Perry Hall) slated for LEED Platinum, with geothermal

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

*We host two CarShare Vermont cars on campus http://www.carsharevt.org/

*Faculty and staff have the opportunity to participate in a CSA which is delivered on campus
http://www.intervalefoodhub.com/ourmarkets/csa

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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