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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Creighton University

Contact name and title: Mary Duda, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 402-546-6404

Contact email: mjduda@creighton.edu

School’s city and state: Omaha, NE

Number of students: 7,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: MD pATE: 3/5/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

80 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
20 9% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We have built two buildings in the last three years that meet or exceed LEED silver but we have not
pursued certification.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

80 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

50 %

We recently became an Energy-Star partner.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. We are constantly retro-commissioning building management systems. We are always looking
for more energy-efficient lighting technology and installing it on a regular basis. We have a team of
employees that regularly inspect buildings and caulk and otherwise seal the building envelope.



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0O %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

No

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

66 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

No, but we are planning on having an organic garden this summer as well as a community garden at
a local homeless shelter.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.
Yes. Environmental Science offers three different majors: Global and Environmental Systems,

Organismal/Population Ecology and Environmental Policy and Society. Physics will offer an Energy
Management major fall 2011.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

PHY157: Energy in Modern Society

EVS/CHM506: Environmental Chemistry and Natural Resources
EVS/ATS533: Physical Climatology and Climate Change
HRS334: Green Chemistry and Sustainability

PHY495: Planning and Prototype Testing of Solar Cells

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://www.creighton.edu/about/sustainability/

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr. Jay Leighter- Consultant/facilitator for Nebraska Sustainability Leadership Workshops

Dr. Michael Cherney- Research at Brookhaven National Lab, ALICE and CERN

Dr. Stephen Gross - Research liquids in advanced energy conversion applications (solar cells)

Dr. Jennifer Ladino - Fulbright Lecturer - University of Bergen, Norway
Dr. John Schalles- Research on Wetland Vegetation and ecological remote sensing

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Alternative Energy Project in collaboration with Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) and funded by
OPPD and the Department of Energy. Students from Physics and Atmospheric Science will assist with
building the solar array as well as computer monitoring of the efficiency of the panels.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

10 %

Physics, chemistry, biology, atmospheric sciences, theology, law, philosophy, anthropology/sociology,
English, Communications, Pharmacy



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Creighton University will give preference to environmentally friendly products, where quality,
function and cost are equal or superior. Products and packaging materials will contain a prescribed
minimum post-consumer recycled content and will be minimized and/or substituted with more
environmentally appropriate alternatives whenever possible. All products will be chosen based on
efficient use of energy, natural resources, and potential for safe, non-hazardous disposal. Potential
supplier's own sustainable policies and practices are a serious criteria used for awarding of the
University’s business.
http://www.creighton.edu/fileadmin/user/AdminFinance/Purchasing/docs/2.9_Sustainability.doc

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes, many Creighton publications are printed on paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

We have recently become an Energy-Star partner.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Yes, all Purchasing contracts contain agreements to minimize waste.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

We are in the process of specifying this on all new contracts through Purchasing. Will be completed by
August 2010.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. A robust shuttle service travels around campus to residence halls, parking lots, and academic

buildings. We also have a shuttle service that goes into the neighborhood surrounding campus to
areas where students and faculty/staff are concentrated.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We have installed numerous bike racks across campus. We are also collaborating with the Community
Bike Shop, a local co-op, to provide rental bikes, bike rider training, and bike repair. We are also

working with the city to provide safe bike lanes to and through our campus. There is a bike-enthusiast
club on campus as well.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

We partner with Metro Rideshare, a regional carpooling initiative that pairs those wishing to carpool.

The program provides incentives. We encourage people to use mass transit by having several
bus-stops at strategic locations across campus.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

50 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

90 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

30%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, all offices and classroom and residence hall floors have recycling receptacles. Single stream

recycling, an enhancement to our aggressive long-standing program of recycling white paper and
cardboard, will be in place across the campus by August 2010.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

No

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes, we are committed to reducing our waste by enforcing and expanding purchasing policies,
increasing recycling, starting a compost program, etc.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. There are bins on each residence hall floor that are emptied once or twice a day over the course
of finals/move-out week. Typically, five tons of clothing is donated to the local homeless shelter.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. http://www.creighton.edu/about/sustainability

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

The Sustainability Council meets monthly. There is a task force defining the role of sustainability as one
of the pillars in the University's strategic plan. The sustainability coordinator is a part-time position.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, the University president recently signed the American College and University Presidents' Climate
Commitment. We are in the process of developing our goals.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

We have hired a firm to assist in calculating our greenhouse gas emissions and carbon footprint. We
anticipate this completed by August 2010.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes, although we have not measured the carbon emissions, we can document a reduction the amount
of energy consumed for heating, cooling, and lighting. In 2006-07 we averaged 28,330 ton hours of

heating per degree day compared to 27,848 ton hours of heating per degree day in 2008-09 even
though we added a new 300,000 square foot building in 08-09.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

The value of the endowment is reported in our annual report which is publicly available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

There is an investment committee but it has no specific mandate to act on environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

No



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

An undergraduate student, Patrick Carter, was an invited speaker at "Greening of the Campus:
Sustainability and the Catholic University" held at the University of Notre Dame in October 2009.
Students have planned and convened two annual Teach-Ins as a part of the National Teach-in Initiative.

An undergraduate student, Kelsey Wilhelm, was instrumental in planning and developing a community
garden at the local homeless shelter.

As a part of a DOE grant, students will assist in constructing, testing, and maintaining the largest solar
array in the State of Nebraska on Creighton's campus.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,

environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?
No.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

As an urban campus, there is little natural habitat, but our master plan calls for expanding the green
space on campus. We are constantly repurposing land when we plan new facilities.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

We currently employ green cleaning in all buildings across campus. We have a proactive building
inspection program. We have a high-quality IAQ training program available on our website. Our
air-monitoring and reporting device is constantly in use in varying locations across campus to either
monitor alleged problem areas or establish baseline information.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

We own a retreat facility that offers this type of program to faculty, staff, students and visitors.

The Child Development Center for Creighton employees and students has a nature classroom to teach
the preschoolers and toddlers about the environment.

The GreenJays student sustainability group has a subgroup that focuses on enjoying the natural beauty
of our region.

We have numerous student activities that have an outdoor focus, i.e. biology club, cycling club.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Our University President signed the Presidents Climate Commitment

The University became an Energy star partner

Single-stream recycling was initiated and should include the entire campus by August 2010
The Green Jay student group has developed into an active team that has:

- signed petitions in support of various pro-sustainability initiatives

- fostered a community garden at the local homeless shelter

- began a program to reduce/eliminate plastic/throw-away water bottles on campus

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROJECT is a collaborative effort with the Omaha Public Power District
(OPPD). The project is funded in part by OPPD and in part by a grant from the Department of Energy
made possible by funds identified in federal law funding alternative energy projects. The collaborative
effort will be a teaching facility for Creighton students and a destination for OPPD customers
contemplating adding alternative or renewable energy projects to the sites. Design of the project
involved the decision to make the alternative energy solutions as varied as possible. The solutions
include: 1) a thin film of photovoltaic cells will be installed on a south facing sloping roof; 2) a sun tracker
panel of 20'x16" will be installed on the south of a campus building; 3) four wind turbines will also be
installed on the south of the same building. The 30' tall towers will have a rotating drum at the top. The
electricity generated from the tracker panel and wind turbines will be used on campus; 4) two rows of
solar arrays (one 300' and one 100' long) will be installed in a parking lot, ten feet above the surface at
the lowest point. The photovoltaic cells will be supplied by four manufacturers so Creighton students can
examine the panels and test the operation of each manufacturer. An additional smaller, adjustable array
will also be installed which will allow students to monitor performance at various angles depending on
time of the year and weather. This will be a teaching facility that will give students the opportunity to see
the inverters and other meters associated with producing alternating current. Atmospheric Science
students, through the use of a weather station, will be able to track efficiency through computerized
weather models they will develop. The collective analysis along with a web cam presentation and a
dashboard showing current production will be visible on a dedicated web site and digital displays in our
science building. We anticipate the collective installation will provide Creighton with about 4% of its
electricity.

The University employs a staff person that is dedicated to the task of turning off lights, closing windows,
closing fume hoods in labs, and other energy saving measures across campus.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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