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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Franklin Pierce University

Contact name and title: Michelle Comeau Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 603-831-1101

Contact email: comeaum@franklinpierce.edu

School’s city and state: Rindge, NH

Number of students: 1400

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: MAC paTE: 3-10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

14 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
29 o Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
30 9% Nuclear 12 % Hydro 1213 of, Other Qil/misc.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal 27 9, Biomass
15 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
45 % Elecricity 58 9% Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

75 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

90 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Elimination/Upgrade of Inefficient Energy Use The closing of Crestview, RavenCroft Theater and
Pierce Trailers, the upgrade of Peterson Hall boiler; and the upgrade of the “Bubble” and Granite Hall
to biomass boilers reduces our GHG emissions by approximately 2040 mT, annually.

Assess and Upgrade Inefficient Energy Use The lighting upgrade, extension of biomass boilers,
Bits SmartStrip Pilot Program, upgrade of Marcucella to LEED certified, and possible new ‘green’
technologies, such as solar hot water heating for two campus buildings, reduces our GHG emissions
by at least 1811 mT annually, by the year 2020.



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

5 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, but not all. Company is committed to 100% by 2015

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

55 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Not at this time, however we are working with the Rindge community on a Community Garden to
begin this spring.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental/Sustainability Majors

Environmental Science BS

Environmental Science BA

Environmental Science Minor
Energy & Sustainability Studies MBA

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Alternate Energy ES245
Environmental Science ES101/102

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Currently being updated, www.franklinpierce.edu/sustainability

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Gary Heald

Catherine Owen Koning

Fred Rogers

Frank Hubacz

Nur Ritter
Michelle Comeau

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Sustainability Certificate program ~ Green Earth Initiative

Project, inquiry based certificate program working with all majors implementing sustainability projects
on campus and within the community.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Non-Science Majors - Integrated Science (IC110/111 Global Change through Meteorology and Oceano

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

60 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Energy Star purchasing policy: Instituted an Energy Star Purchasing Program for all appliances,
refrigerators, washers, dryers, water heaters, heating & cooling equipment and vending machines.
Office Supplies: Franklin Pierce has contracted with W.B. Mason as it's supplier of office supply
products. Both the University and W.B. Mason strongly recommend the use of recycled items. All
recycled items are branded with the recycled symbol. Last year the University used 35% of recycled
items.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
%

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Forest Stewardship Council Certified = LVI, the commercial printer of our Admission flyers and view
book has earned the Forest Stewardship Council’s chain of custody certification for meeting
international standards for environmentally responsible use of paper and other forest products.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. A free shuttle is available all day for in-town and campus transportation. Special requests may be

made at any time (airport, bus stations). « Switched to Bio-Diesel — 20 % mixture for use in our shuttle
bus, tractors and dump truck.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

A bicycle program was implemented, but was not successful.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

CVCT Rideshare Program

The Contoocook Valley Transportation Rideshare Program (CVTC) is a locally owned, internet-based,
carpooling tool used by regional residents. The goal of the program is to reduce the region’s carbon
footprint through rideshare opportunities that are managed by program personnel via the internet.

CVTC has offered to partner up with Franklin Pierce University to address ecological issues as a united
community.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

5 9

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

75%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
Not at this time, actively researching for feasibility.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Based on this estimate, we should be able to reduce our solid waste, under the current recycling
system, by 10% per year for the next 4 years. As we expand our recycling to include more items, then
we will reduce solid waste even further. This means we will have to increase recycling by a
substantial amount; in 2007-08 we recycled 72 tons, so we will have to recycle a total of 240 tons to
achieve our goal, more than tripling our current recycling.

Currently, student move-out days are accompanied by massive dumping of potentially recyclable
materials.

. If the amount of trash were reduced by half through recycling, this would save little CO2, but a lot of
money; saving approximately $7000, and we would reduce the eCO2 by 0.81 mT

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, not in every dorm at this time, however a central location for drop-off as well as piloted areas will
be assigned this year.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes
http://www.franklinpierce.edu/about/mission.htm

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

2) Sustainability Coordinator = Yes, Part-time

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes

Franklin Pierce University (FPU) became one of over 600 signatories of the American College and
University President's Commitment to Climate Neutrality in 2007. Our CAP states the following:

Goal One: Elimination/Upgrade of Inefficient Energy Use reduces our GHG emissions by approximately
2040 mT, annually, Goal Two: Assess and Upgrade Inefficient Energy Use reduces our GHG emissions
by at least 1811 mT annually, by the year 2020, and Goal Three: Energy Conservation through
Behavioral Change reduces our GHG emissions by at least 411 mT, annually, by the year 2020.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

By 2010 (present) emission reductions have totaled 2040 mT of carbon dioxide. The target goal for

2020 is to reduce emissions by 58%, or 4262 mT. The target date set for neutrality is 2050, or as soon
as possible.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

On March 31, 2009, the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team at Franklin Pierce competed for the
regional title at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Providence, Rhode Island. Winning this competition would
allow the SIFE group to travel to the National SIFE Competition held in Philadelphia last May. After a
fantastic presentation, flawless speeches, and fielding questions from the judges the SIFE team waited
anxiously for the award ceremony. The results came in and Franklin Pierce was awarded the
Environmental Sustainability award. Franklin Pierce University was the only college there to receive a
topic award, along with a cash award for the University’s involvement in keeping the planet green. The

title was awarded due to the team’s work with Waste Management, the Boston Red Sox, and New
Hampshire Motor Speedway.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?
Recyclemania

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. FPU has undeveloped, forested land (approximately 950 acres or 385 ha) that is used for outdoor
recreation and education purposes, equipped with scientific research sites and natural trails (3). We
have also been approached by the land trust Northeast Wilderness Trust, which would like to purchase a
conservation easement on about 250 acres of forested land south of Rte. 119; much of this area is
forested wetland, unsuitable for construction. This land was identified by the Rindge Conservation
Commission town-wide study as an area of high biodiversity and a priority for conservation.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. Pre-Orientation Wilderness Adventure (POWER) program for new students and student leaders.
Monadnock Institute, fostering a sense of PlaceThe Monadnock Institute of Nature, Place and Culture
is a leader in "place studies," an emerging academic discipline that recognizes the importance of
natural, built, social and cultural environments in the formation of individual, group and community
identity.

Outdoor Recreation Department: Kayaking, Hiking, Camping, boating, rowing, etc. Home of Mt.
Monadnock!



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Goal One: Elimination/Upgrade of Inefficient Energy Use

The closing of Crestview, RavenCroft Theater and Pierce Trailers, the upgrade of Peterson Hall boiler;
and the upgrade of the “Bubble” and Granite Hall to biomass boilers reduces our GHG emissions by
approximately 2040 mT, annually.

Created CAP

Implemented Sustainability Certificate Program

Increased Education in dorms through environmental programs

Campus Wide Energy Audit

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Making Sustainability part of the central theme of general education at FPU ~ Green Earth Initiative

The general education curriculum is under review at the present time (AY 2009-2010), and it is likely
that the existing Individual and Community theme will be replaced with another structure and possibly
another theme. Many other schools have adopted sustainability as their central theme, and Professor
Koning, who is a member of the General Education Revision Committee, intends to bring up the
possibility of weaving this theme into the new general education curriculum in a meaningful way.
Sustainability, which includes components of economics, ecology and social equity, would be consistent
with the University’s recent focus on positioning itself as a regional leader in this area with the Green

Earth Initiative, which identifies a number of steps that Franklin Pierce needs to take in order to achieve
this goal.

Implementation of "green"” housing

LEED certified building Policy

New "off the grid" lab/building

Environmental Resident Hall Assistants (EcoRangers)
Smartstrip Pilot Program (feasibility study)

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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