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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final
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	Text2: Angela Halfacre, Director, David E. Shi Center for Sustainability
	Text3: 864-294-3655
	Text4: sustainability@furman.edu
	Text5: Greenville, SC
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	Text10: 1
	Text11: 48
	Text12: 
	Text13: .5
	Text14: 3
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: Duke Energy supplies 99.5 of our electricity.  Their energy mix is as follows:  48% coal, 48% nuclear, 3% hydro, 1% natural gas.   In addition, Furman currently produces 31 kW from solar installations on campus. In the next year, we will add 108 kW in planned solar installations, including a 92-kW array on our Physical Activities Center and a 16-kW solar concentrator.
	Text20: 
	Text21: 92
	Text22: 8
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: Natural gas with propane used as a backup when we are disconnected with the gas supply. Electricity is only used during non-peak electric rate periods for cost reduction purposes (percentages above are an estimate).
	Text27: 100
	Text28: Currently, Furman has 8 LEED buildings (3 certified gold and 5 in process). 30% of our total building square footage is currently LEED-registered or certified. Since 1999, Furman's policy has been that all new construction and significant renovations must be LEED-Silver or higher. Hipp Hall (which houses our Business and Education programs) was the first LEED certified building in SC (2003). In addition, Cliffs Cottage (home of the David E. Shi Center for Sustainability) was recently certified LEED-Gold.
	Text29: 30
	Text30: Water from the Furman Lake is used for irrigation on campus. In addition, the new Townes Science Center includes a solar aquatic wastewater treatment facility, the Living Machine. This treats greywater from the Science Center on campus, which will be reused in the building for toilets and in some labs.
	Text31: 96
	Text32: Approximately 95-97% of campus lighting fixtures use fluorescent (T-8 or better) and CFLs.  Several LED fixtures are in place with the expectation of using this technology much more this year.  Incandescent bulbs remain in much of the theatre department due to the specific needs of the program.
	Text33: 80
	Text34: All appliances purchased or replaced on-campus have been Energy Star-rated since 2006. 
	Text35: Yes. Efficiency and conservation programs are underway across campus, and we have seen significant savings. The university is currently beginning a three year project to replace aging HVAC systems in on-campus apartments with geothermal ground-source heat pumps. There is an ongoing program to update HVAC, lighting, and insulation systems across campus. Automated building climate control systems have allowed for more efficient heating and cooling operations. Efficiency programs are underway in grounds management as well; for example, the campus fountains now run only 8 hours/day (down from 24), saving $45,000/year in energy costs alone.
	Text36: 35
	Text37: ~35% of our produce comes from local sources. In addition, Dining Services uses herbs grown organically on campus; dairy products are from a local dairy and milk and other products are hormone-free.
	Text38: 1
	Text39: >1% of food dollars are spent on organics. Dining Services purchases organic mixed greens, carrots, tofu, and black beans on a regular basis. Other organics are used throughout the year as well.
	Text40: Yes; ~75% of the seafood served on campus meets the Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch guidelines.
	Text41: 40
	Text42: 40% of the total entrees offered include meat. 100% of the chicken purchased by the university is hormone- and antibiotic-free.
	Text43: Yes. A separate station in the Dining Hall provides a complete vegetarian option at every meal, and 20% of those meals are vegan. In addition, we offer a full-service salad bar with protein options such as tofu, beans, hummus, and edamame, along with a raw vegetable station at every lunch featuring celery, carrots, grape tomatoes, and cucumbers. There is also a steamed vegetable station with four different vegetables available, all lightly seasoned and low sodium.
	Text44: Yes, through vending machines. The Dining Hall does not offer bottled water, and Catering Services provides water pitchers at all events to replace water bottles.
	Text45: Yes. The Furman Farm is a 1/4 acre organic-practice garden run by students and dependent on student and volunteer labor. The produce is sold at a weekly farm stand and herbs are used in the Dining Hall. Over 50 varieties of fruits, vegetables, and herbs are grown annually.
	Text46: Yes, several environmental and sustainability-related majors are offered. Furman currently offers an environmental studies concentration and a major in Earth and Environmental Sciences. In addition, Furman offers all students the option to create an Individualized Curriculum Program; some examples in the past have included Sustainability, Ecology and Sustainable Development and Religion and the Environment. A proposal is currently under consideration for a major in sustainability science and a concentration in sustainability studies. Students across majors have focused on sustainability in research and coursework.
	Text47: Yes. Furman is a liberal arts university without an engineering department. However, many courses, particularly first year seminars and other sustainability-related courses, examine issues related to climate change and clean energy. In the fall of 2010, a first year seminar focused on technology and society will assist in the installation of solar photovoltaic panels on Furman's campus as a class project.
	Text48: Yes. Courses in the environmental studies concentration or EES major are labeled as such. In addition, courses fulfilling the Humans and the Natural Environment requirement are labeled (see below).
	Text49: Dr. David E. Shi, president, History (www2.furman.edu/about/about/president/Pages/default.aspx); Dr. Angela Halfacre, Political Science (www.furman.edu/sustain); Dr. Brannon Andersen, chair, Dr. Bill Ranson, and Dr. Wes Dripps, Earth and Environmental Science (http://ees.furman.edu); Dr. Kirk Karwan, Business and Accounting (http://www.furman.edu/depts/bac/); Dr. Greg Lewis and Dr. Wade Worthen, Biology (http://eweb.furman.edu/dept/biology/); Dr. David Gandolfo, Philosophy and Poverty Studies (http://www.furman.edu/depts/philosophy/)

	Text50: Yes. The David E. Shi Center for Sustainability's core mission is to coordinate the university's efforts to enrich the present and enhance the future for Furman and the upstate of South Carolina, and to provide a rich array of opportunities for students and the community to engage in sustainability through coursework, applied research, leadership experiences, and community service.
	Text51: Yes. All students must take a course in Humans and the Natural Environment (HNE) as a General Education Requirement; in 2009-2010, 31 sections (19 courses) in 11 departments meet this requirement: Cultural Ecology, Biology and the Environment, Ecology, Environmental Systems, Applied Plant Science, Sustainable Corporation, Chemistry and Global Awareness, Environmental Chemistry, Earth and the Silver Screen, Environmental Science, Natural Hazards and Disasters, Environmental Systems, Economics of the Environment, Environmental Writing, Principles of Geography, Community and Environmental Health, Environmental Ethics, Ethics of Globalization, Religion and the Environment.
	Text52: 95
	Text53: 50% of departments offer a course meeting the HNE credit. Faculty from 95% of departments have taken a workshop related to sustainability and existing courses (see category 10 for more information).
	Text54: Yes. Furman University’s Green Purchasing Guidelines were published in July 2006.  The Guidelines promote the use and purchase of environmentally and socially responsible products and services.  University purchasers are asked to choose products based on efficient use of energy, natural resources, and potential for safe, non-hazardous disposal.  The Guidelines also encourage purchasers to work with suppliers to reduce and reuse packaging materials, and to give preference to locally or regionally manufactured products.  All RFP and bidding specifications are required to include the following statement:  “Furman University is committed to buying products with recycled content or environmentally sustainable alternatives.  Please offer any alternatives that you feel are available for this product/project and supply all relevant specific information about the product.”  Finally, our Younts Conference Center provides a 15% discount to renters (weddings, board retreats) who will subscribe to a list of sustainable practices.
http://www.furman.edu/sustain/Green_Purchasing_Guidelines.pdf
	Text55: 76.4
	Text56: Furman purchases the following FSC-certified paper through OfficeMax:
 Boise ASPEN 50 (50% post-consumer content), Boise ASPEN 100 (100% post-consumer content), and Boise FIREWORX 20-lb and 24-lb colored paper
	Text57: 
	Text58: Yes. Furman encourages departments to purchase recycled paper packaged in “Splox” boxes from OfficeMax, which hold 2,000 or 2,500 sheets of paper without ream wrap. The box itself can be recycled and reshipped. We also ask our furniture suppliers, whenever possible, to blanket wrap furniture to save packaging materials. We will soon be launching the "reusable shipping tote" program with OfficeMax; all orders will be shipped in re-usable totes that will be returned to Office Max for reuse.
	Text59: Yes. Furman University requires all appliances purchased to be Energy Star rated.
	Text60: Yes. Furman is not served by municipal public transit, but does provide a free shuttle for students to nearby locations. The shuttle is available Monday - Friday. In addition, the Student Government Association provides an evening shuttle to downtown Greenville and other nearby locations Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights. Students can call either shuttle during operating hours to travel near Furman's campus.
	Text61: 98% of Furman students live on campus, and students are not allowed to park outside of their designated parking areas during school hours (generally 7am to 5pm in most parking areas on campus). This policy is designed to reduce on campus car use and encourage both walking and biking on campus. The university provides ample bicycle racks across campus for cyclists to secure their bikes. Any bikes that are left unattended on campus are collected and sold to students, faculty and staff at Furman's yearly bike sale. In addition, the 13-mile bike-friendly Swamp Rabbit Trail connecting downtown Greenville with Traveler's Rest runs through Furman's campus, providing the campus with a recreational biking opportunity.
	Text62: Yes. Students, faculty, and staff are encouraged to carpool, bike, and walk. To facilitate carpooling and car-sharing, a 'Carpool' forum has been created on Furman's internal email system to connect people. In addition, Furman is in ongoing dialogue with the Greenville Transit Authority and other area stakeholders on improving access to public transit.
	Text63: <2
	Text64: 
	Text65: 98
	Text66: 
	Text67: 24
	Text68: 
	Text69: Yes, we have provided bins for aluminum, plastic and paper adjacent to trash cans across campus. In addition, all dorm rooms, apartments, offices, and classrooms on campus are provided with recycling bins at the beginning of each school year.
	Text70: Yes, in addition to permanent recycling and trash receptacles across campus, we provide additional recycling containers at football games and other large events on campus, such as other athletic events or concerts. For football games, receptacles are placed throughout campus in high-use locations.
	Text71: Yes; all pre-consumer waste is composted and used on campus, along with all landscape waste. We currently have two pilot projects for post-consumer waste on campus. The Shi Center for Sustainability is piloting post-consumer composting in an office environment, and the 22 students living in the Greenbelt are piloting post-consumer composting in a residential environment.
	Text72: Yes. Furman is committed to continuing to reduce any waste generated on campus. We require construction and demolition recycling on all construction projects. Other programs include working with “Habitat for Humanity” and “Goodwill” during renovations and end of semester move-out.  Our green purchasing program requires many vendors to take the excess packaging with them.  Wood, fiber, and asphalt materials are ground into usable materials for reuse on campus.  We recycle many additional items such as metals, pallets, light bulbs, batteries, electronics, white goods, used oil, filters, cardboard, and books. Ongoing waste audits provide new opportunities for waste reduction and recycling and provide strategies for improving our relationship with our waste hauler. 
	Text73: Yes, large containers are available outside of all dorm buildings for any unwanted or gently used large items at the end of the school year. Clothing bins are available for donation to local community organizations. In addition, many campus organizations host clothing drives throughout the year, providing ample opportunity for students, faculty, and staff to dispose of unwanted items sustainably.
	Text74: Yes. Over the past fifteen years Furman University has enjoyed extraordinary support for a wide array of initiatives related to sustainability and climate action.  The university’s president, provost, trustees, faculty, staff, students, and alumni have joined forces to make sustainability a primary institutional priority.   In 2001, the Board of Trustees unanimously resolved “to strengthen our commitment to the environment by promoting sustainability through educational programs, campus operations/construction practices and public awareness initiatives" as one of five primary strategic goals of the university (Goal 3: Enhance Awareness of Environmental Sustainability). Sustainable Furman, the comprehensive sustainability master plan passed unanimously by the Board of Trustees in November 2009, is further evidence of the university's commitment to sustainability.
http://www.furman.edu/planning/StrategicPlan/
www.furman.edu/sustain
	Text75: Yes. The David E. Shi Center for Sustainability was established in July 2008 and has four full time staff and faculty and one part-time staff (Director, Associate Director, Program Coordinator, ACS Post-Doctoral Fellow, Faculty Sustainability Liaison half-time). In addition, the Sustainability Planning Council has 124 members, including students, faculty members, staff, and administrators.
	Text76: Yes. Sustainable Furman, the university's sustainability master plan, was passed by the Board of Trustees in 2009. The plan lays out a vision for creating a more sustainable university in all aspects, including curriculum, co-curricular activities, sustainability service, facilities and operations, and campus culture. In addition, the plan sets a goal of carbon neutrality by 2026 and includes specific strategies to reach carbon neutrality. A steering committee for implementation of the plan has recently been formed, including all vice-presidents from across campus. Please see www.furman.edu/sustain for the full plan and more information.
	Text77: Yes. Furman University was a charter signatory to the ACUPCC and completed its first annual GHG inventory for FY2007. We have since shared an inventory for FY2008 and are currently completing the inventory for FY2009, which is being conducted as a class project and spearheaded by students.
	Text78: No; our benchmark year is 2007, and university has since completed a major renovation and expansion of the science center (which has doubled in square footage, including state of the art lab spaces). 
	Text79: Much information about the university's endowment fund is available at our website (http://www.furman.edu/endowment/index.html) including, but not limited to, information on holdings, asset levels, investment policy, financial statements, historical asset allocation, governance structure, key partners (custodian, consultant, auditor, etc.)  Additional information is available from our investment office.

	Text80: No. Less than 10% of Furman’s total endowment is invested in equity strategies where Furman has the ability to vote proxies (corporate governance or environmental/social resolutions). The remainder of the endowment, including the majority of the endowment pool, is invested in commingled funds, institutional mutual funds, private investments or other types of pooled entities and structures. There are three equity managers with separate accounts that comprise the amount mentioned earlier. One of the three has socially responsible proxy voting guidelines in place and all of these managers are aware of Furman’s commitment to sustainability and have been asked to consider our sustainability commitment, along with all other relevant factors, to vote the proxies in the best interest of the endowment.
	Text81: Within the Core Beliefs section of the Investment Policy, Furman’s commitment to sustainability is referenced. Listed below are several examples, within the Endowment, that support the University’s initiatives:

-Furman has exposure to “green/clean tech” companies within our portfolio via multiple Commonfund Capital Venture Capital funds.
-Furman currently is unable to vote proxies for the majority of the endowment assets because of the use of commingled vehicles. Careful attention is placed on the small percentage of the endowment whereby proxies can be voted. For example, Neuberger Berman’s SRI (Socially Reponsive Investment)/Guardian group votes proxies on Furman’s behalf in conjunction with Neuberger Berman’s extensive Socially Responsive proxy voting policies.
-Furman has recently funded Generation, a new global equity mandate that incorporates sustainability research within its investment management process.
-Furman’s investment office continues to move towards a paperless electronic file and document sharing environment.

Please see http://www.furman.edu/endowment for more information.
	Text82: Yes. Furman students have been powerful forces for change both on campus and in the community. For example, Anna Strick '11 was the first student assistant farm manager and founded a student organization, Furman in the Garden, to support and advance the Furman Farm project. Andrea Triplitt '11, the current co-president of the Environmental Action Group, has led the group while serving as a Mellon Student Sustainability Fellow and receiving a grant from the National Wildlife Federation Campus Ecology Program to institute a model green dorm room initiative. Working with an advisor and numerous student groups on campus, Triplitt has managed the model green dorm room project throughout the year. Jenni Asman '11, DJ Harris '11, and Ian Rossiter '11 founded a peer-to-peer education and leadership group, Conserve Furman, in 2008-2009.
	Text83: Yes. A student-initiated and run energy conservation competition, the Kill-a-Watt Challenge, has been in place since 2006 among students in on-campus apartments for juniors and seniors. In addition, Furman has competed in the Food Service Organics section of the Recyclemania competition.
	Text84: Yes. The majority of Furman’s 750 acre campus is green space, and the central feature of Furman’s campus is the Furman Lake and surrounding woodlands. Several areas on campus, including at the Furman Golf Course, are certified wildlife habitats. We are a charter campus member of the National Arbor Day campus tree program. In addition, Furman University has established a formal partnership with The Nature Conservancy to conduct field research on a piece of pristine property at the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains known as the Blue Wall Preserve.
	Text85: Yes; all cleaning supplies are Green-Seal Certified.
	Text86: Yes. The Furman Outdoors Club is an active student group on campus, with activities including hiking, cycling, and whitewater rafting. A first year seminar, Walk the Land, focused on hiking and the local Blue Ridge environment, has been offered for the past two years. Other courses and extracurricular activities are also offered. Furman has several miles of on-campus trails for hiking, jogging, and biking, and is a partner on the 13-mile Swamp Rabbit Rails to Trails project (roughly 2 miles of the trail are on campus). This trail will extend from Travelers Rest to downtown Greenville through Furman’s campus. This trail will provide recreational opportunities for students and link the campus to the surrounding area
	Text87: The Board of Trustees unanimously approved of the sustainability master plan and climate action plan establishing a goal of carbon neutrality by 2026; Creation of sustainability master plan implementation committee made up of vice-presidents; Expansion of composting effort on-campus with pilot post-consumer; Installation of the solar aquatic wastewater treatment facility; Grant funding for geothermal ground-source heat pumps ($2.4 million) in the student apartments on campus and for 92 KW solar PV ($340,000); Expanded communication on campus and to community including sustainability newsletter; Creation of competitively selected work-study and student fellows programs in sustainability
	Text88: Furman is currently in the second year of offering a faculty development workshop, "Infusing Sustainability into the Existing Curriculum." Faculty participants revise an existing syllabus and course plan to include a focus on sustainability in existing classes, ranging from Introduction to American Politics to Geographic Information Systems. As of May 2010, 47 faculty members from 21 of 22 departments on campus will have participated in the workshop.

This year, through a partnership with the Rocky Mountain Institute, Furman received $43,000 to launch a student-led revolving loan fund, SCARF (Student Climate Action Revolving Fund). This year has been a pilot year for the fund, with the first pilot project being an energy conservation challenge in the on-campus apartments for juniors and seniors, the Kill-a-Watt Challenge. 

A number of sustainability-oriented student organizations are now active on campus and have formed, with the support of the Shi Center for Sustainability, an umbrella organization called Sustainable Connections. This organization coordinates group efforts and provides a forum for collaboration among groups with related goals and ideas. 

The Community Conservation Corps, a program for Furman to partner with stakeholders in government and the community to conduct weatherization programs and energy audits for low-income homeowners in the Greenville area, is in its infancy. The first student volunteer day will take place April 10, 2010, with students from Furman partnering with community members and the City of Greenville to weatherize five homes in a blitz volunteer effort. This initial volunteer event will launch an ongoing program to train Furman students to provide weatherization to Greenville residents, connecting Furman University, the city and county of Greenville, community organizations involved in weatherization efforts, and private businesses in an effort to create a more sustainable community.

The Conservation Culture Research Initiative (CCRI) is an ongoing collaborative research initiative examining perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors related to sustainability at Furman and in the Greenville community.

Continuing education and graduate programming in sustainability have been steadily growing. A new Post-Graduate Diploma program in Corporate Sustainability is currently registering participants, and new graduate-level courses are being offered and considered. In addition, OLLI, the university's lifelong learning program, has hosted a number of sustainability-focused courses.

Please see www.furman.edu/sustain, as well as the Shi Center newsletter at that address, for more information.


