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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text54: As a state funded institution, the University of Illinois is bound by the Illinois State Procurement Code.  This procurement code allows several opportunities for sustainable purchasing, to include soybean oil based ink, recycled supplies, recyclable supplies, environmentally preferable supplies, vehicle purchases, and locally grown foods.  In addition, the University of Illinois has a policy for the purchase of energy-efficient equipment (http://www.fs.uiuc.edu/CAM/CAM/vii/vii-b-13.html) as well as a policy specifying Energy Star products (http://www.energymanagement.illinois.edu/pdfs/EnergyUsePolicy.pdf)


	Text55: 53
	Text56: Yes, many departments specify FSC paper.
	Text57: No.
	Text58: We have included the preference for minimal packaging, currently we receive products with minimal package from CMI, Dole, Heinz, produce vendors (Mid-West Produce, CIP), local meat vendors, prairie farms dairy, snack vendors (re-use boxes)…
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There is a bike sharing program happening on our campus, which promotes the use of bicycles for our staff members who would otherwise use a motor vehicle.  This program is still in the pilot phase, at a single department, and it has seen tremendous success in increasing bike riding for staff.
	Text63: 16
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	Text67: 48.8
	Text68: 
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	Text70: Yes
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	Text72: Yes, as a state funded institution, we are bound by the State of Illinois requirements, which is a minimum of 40% waste reduction.
	Text73: The housing division sponsors a dump and run program each year.  Last year they donated approximately 16,000 pounds of clothing and other items to local organizations.
	Text74: Sustainability is included in our Campus Master Plan (http://www.fs.uiuc.edu/planning.cfm) as well as in our Campus Strategic Plan (http://strategicplan.illinois.edu/). We are infusing sustainability into our campus culture, integrating the principles into academics, research, public engagement and operations.
	Text75: The Office of Sustainability with a full-time director is responsible for implementation and coordination of campus efforts in this arena.
	Text76: The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is nearing completion of its Climate Action Plan for submission to the ACUPCC.  This plan provides strategies that will bring our campus to net-zero emissions by the year 2050.
	Text77: Yes.
	Text78: In fiscal year 2009, the Urbana-Champaign campus achieved a 2.3% reduction in carbon emissions from fiscal year 2008.
	Text79: The University of Illinois has two separate institutional endowment pools - one managed by the independent University of Illinois Foundation, the other managed by the University of Illinois administration. Some information about the University of Illinois Foundation endowment is made availble to the public. All information about the University of Illinois administered endowment is a matter of public record.  
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However, the campus has a significant and ongoing commitment to investing in sustainability initiatives.  The Academic Facilities Maintenance Funding Assessment (AFMFA) is a pool of money the campus uses to maintain our campus facilities.  Each year, a good portion of that funding goes toward retrofitting and other energy reduction projects.  
	Text82: University of Illinois students voted to create two different environmental fees in 2003 and 2007, both by ~70% margins of support. The fee created in 2003 is $2 per student assessed semesterly, and is restricted to clean energy and energy efficiency projects. The second fee, known as the Sustainable Campus Environment Fee, was created in 2007 in response to requests for funding for a broader range of environmental projects. This fee, a refundable $5 per semester, was up for increase to $14 and students voted in favor of this increase. Both of these fees are managed by the Student Sustainability Committee (SSC), a committee of 10 students, advised by 10 faculty and staff members. The SSC supports a wide range of sustainability projects on campus including green roofs, retrofits, biofuels, prairies, and solar arrays.
	Text83: • Solar Decathlon 2009 –The University of Illinois placed 2nd overall after Germany.  Illinois placed 1st in appliances, hot water and home entertainment, and 2nd in net metering, comfort zone, and lighting design.
• Solar Decathlon 2007 - Illinois earned top honors in the Market Viability and Comfort Zone contests and placed ninth overall.

	Text84: The University of Illinois Facilities & Services' Grounds Department has created nine No-Mow zones across campus. By not mowing these areas, the campus is conserving gasoline, reducing CO2 emissions, and providing habitat for insects and other wildlife. Many of these no-mow zones will be converted to prairie plantings.

The University currently has ten 'natural areas'.  They are managed to protect the integrity of the ecological system and the research that takes place there.  They are composed of eight woodlands, a restructured prairie and a multi-use former farm.
	Text85: 
	Text86: The University of Illinois provides a wide variety of outdoor, nature-based activities. Climbing Club - an opportunity for members of the climbing community to meet and introduce new people to the sport, Outdoor Adventure Club - the opportunity to get outdoors as well as to meet other people on campus with the same desire to take advantage of all that nature has to offer: camping, hiking, biking, exploring state and national parks, and other interesting trips. Outdoor Illini - raise campus awareness on national and international conservation efforts by encouraging students to backpack into the outdoors, returning with a new appreciation of environmental efforts.
	Text87: Student Farm - Two acres of farmland managed by students provides fresh local produce to Dining Services.  Near term plans are to increase to 5 acres.

Vet Medicine Prairie - In 2009, 75 volunteers planted more than 6,000 prairie plant seedlings to establish a prairie garden at the Veterinary Medicine Building. By planting prairie species on campus, we help to educate people about the native habitats of Illinois, increase biodiversity, improve soil quality, and provide wildlife habitat. 

Energy Use Reduction - UIUC exceeded its 3 yr. energy reduction goal of 10% in almost 2 years.   
	Text88: The Illinois Green Business Association(IGBA) was established in 2009 from the ideas of three students at Illinois (two have since graduated) who are now staffing the not-for-profit business. The IGBA has developed a certification process and is finishing a pilot phase that helps businesses consider best management practices in nine areas: water conservation; energy conservation; HVAC, lighting, lifestyle, equipment, building envelope; pollution prevention; waste reduction/recycling; landscape; transportation; general employee practices; community development; and purchasing. Since the spring semester of 2009, learning activities related to the IGBA have emerged in at least six colleges. Ten courses have directly involved 41 students in service learning activities, while also exposing 358 students in these classes such green business issues. There has also been the direct involvement of 29 students in IGBA activities emerging from five student organizations, also exposing102 students in these organizations to green business opportunities. In addition, the IGBA has involved four other students either as interns or as part of their graduate research projects.

Illinois Community Colleges Sustainability Network (ICCSN)--The Office of Sustainability is providing technical assistance to the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network (ICCSN ), helping the ICCSN to develop strategies and priorities to achieve the following goals: collaborate to accelerate green jobs development; model energy conservation and demonstrate renewable energy; impact energy conservation by providing community education on energy efficiency, renewable energy, and other sustainable technologies; expand to cover the entire state by including all 48 community colleges in the Network; and provide a national leadership role in the new energy economy. 

Center for the Advancement of Sustainability Innovations, U.S. Army--The University of Illinois formalized a strategic partnership with the Army around sustainability topics and research initiatives of mutual interest. The basis for the partnership was formalized in 2009 via a MOU with the Center for the Advancement of Sustainability Innovations (CASI) in the Office and the Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC), and University of Illinois, Board of Trustees via the Office of Sustainability. 

The University is working with businesses on the edges of the urbanized area to create park and rides for our employees, students, and visitors.  These will be Park and Ride Partnerships, where the business allows us to encourage drivers to park in their parking lot, then ride the bus, carpool, or bicycle into the heart of campus.




