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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: UNIVERSITY OF LA VERNE

Contact name and title: DR. ROBERT T. NEHER, CHAIR SUSTAINABLE CAMPUS CONSORTIUM
Contact phone: 909 593 3511 x4600

Contact email: rneher@laverne.edu

School’s city and state: LA VERNE, CALIFORNIA 91750

Number of students: 1540 UG MAIN CAMPUS. T=8960

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

12 % Coal 3 % Wind 1 9% Biomass
46 o, Natural Gas 1 % Solar 9 % Geothermal
19 % Nuclear 9 %Hydro <1 9% Other

SoCal Edison changes this from year to year, but they state that they are committed to buying the most
clean energy possible.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

0 9% Coal 0 9 Biomass
98 % Natural Gas 0 9 Geothermal
2 % Elecricity O 9% Fuel Oi

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.
Silver

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

We only use MWD water and no recycled water is available.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

100 %

We recently completed retrofitting the entire campus. All fluorescent fixtures now contain T-8 tubes
and have electronic ballasts.

Also, classroom are fitted with automatic time or motion shutoff switches. Outside security lighting is
timed or light controlled.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

98+ o
()

School policy mandates that all new appliances (including computers) are Energy Star rated.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

YES. This is always taken into account when buildings are refurbished. We recently completed a
new central chiller facility serving the main portion of the campus. This has greatly reduced HVAC
energy usage, and the cost of cooling (and heating) per building. See Category 10, #6.

We also have permanently set thermostats so the temperature remains cooler in the winter and
warmer in the summer.

We are looking at the feasibility of installing solar panels on several buildings, and we are looking at
installing dimmable ballasts on all classroom fixtures.

We re-insulated, and improved cooling and lighting in our remodeled Sports Pavilion.

We have installed as low flow shower heads, and waterless and low flow urinals and toilets. etc.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

Sodexo (ULV's food service) attempts to purchase locally, but only local fruits and truck crops are
available (e.g. oranges, avocados, tomatoes, strawberries, lettuce)

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

2 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

YES. All is certified by the Marine Stewardship Council.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

25 %

Beef is Hormone and Bovine Free
Eggs are from cage-free chickens
Chickens are Antibotic and Hormone free

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?
YES, and the quality is very good.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

YES, but service clubs sell and strongly encourage the use of refillable bottles instead of plastic.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

No. There is no space for it on the main campus. We are landlocked on 38 acres.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

YES.

Environmental Biology
Environmental Chemistry
Environmental Management

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

YES. Environmental Biology, Bio-312 Environmental Chemistry, Chem-420
Energy Issues, Chem-303 & NatSci-303
Instrumental Analysis, Chem-430
Sustainable Planet, CORE-340

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

They are published with the catalog descriptions of the various environmental majors. Also see the
Sustainability Web Site: http://laverne.edu/resources-services/facilities-management/sustainability/

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr Iraj Parchamazad has done extensive work, and holds patents on photochemical reactions that
store energy, fuel cell technology, and the direct conversion of methane (etc.) into electrical energy.
Dr. Jay Jones; Satellite Imaging, and sustainability education.

Dr. Kat Weaver; Effects of environmental change on snail populations.

Dr. Jerome Garcia; Effects of antioxidants on cell metabolism.

Dr. Christine Broussard; Environmental effects on normal hormone activity.

Dr. Robert Neher; Multi-culture Methods in Sustainable Shrimp Culture.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

We are replacing our defunct National Energy & Research Institute (NERI) with a new Department of
Research and Development that will support faculty and enable them to expand their research in the
areas shown above.

Clark Fork Field Research Facility in Montana (see Category 10, #3 & #5).

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

YES. CORE-340 The Sustainable Planet; Bio-101 Human Environment: NaSci-102 Intro. Phys. Sci.
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
>50 %

Most departments say that they have sustainability components in their classes. | have not examined
all of their syllabi.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

YES. We have a general policy that any product purchased should be as sustainable as possible. For
example, all appliances, computers and monitors must be Energy Star Rated. This has been in effect
for the last thee years.

The entire staff is expected to purchase sustainable products whenever it is possible. We feel that our
education program is quite effective and the staff is largely on-board.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
YES.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

YES. ULV policy states that all computer equipment and hardware must be Energy Star Rated. We
use all HP Energy Star equipment; in addition, on our entire system, every computer has a 15 minute
sleep cycle if it is not being used.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

All packaging material is recycled, including cardboard, Styrofoam, and other plastics.
The science departments often return bulky packaging containers and materials to their source,
otherwise, they are recycled as/per school policy.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

YES



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

NA. Itis unnecessary! Our campus is small (38 acres) and a shuttle is not needed. We encourage
walking on campus, and you can stroll from one end of the campus to the other in 7-8 minutes.

Also, all service vehicles on the campus are electric, significantly reducing pollution.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We have a Ride-share program which encourages faculty and staff to ride their bicycles (or walk or

carpool) to work. Riders are given $2/day in script, which can be used in local stores and restaurants.
A student Ride-share program should soon be in place.

Many bicycle racks have been installed and are available outside all campus buildings.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

YES. We have an excellent Ride-share program. See #2 above.
Carpool drivers are given $1/day and a free parking permit.

Riders on our local buses or on the Metro Line (train) are given $2/day to encourage them to use mass

transit and to help cover their expenses. ULV is located in LA County, therefore commuters from more
distant counties are given an extra $2/day.

We work directly with the AQMD and the LA County Metro-Commuter Service Department in these
programs to reduce Carbon emissions.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

55 %

ULV is a Hispanic Serving Institution and a high percentage of our students find it necessary to
commute. Many of them share rides already, but as soon as the formal Student Ride-Share program
is activated the number of cars arriving on campus will be significantly reduced.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

48%

Our recycling percentage is increasing each year, as we fine-tune collection methods.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

YES. This has greatly increased our recyclable materials output, due to reduced contamination.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

YES. Thirty-two gallon plastic totes are set up at all events.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
YES, but indirectly through the city composting program.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

YES. ULV's President Steve Morgan signed the ACUPCC Commitment several years ago. This
further reinforces our Mission Statement's policies of "peace with justice, the health of the planet and
its people... helping students understand the impact/dependence of human beings on their
environment... [and therefore encouraging students] to experience the responsibilities and rewards of
serving the human and ecological community."

Therefore, we are working as rapidly as available funds allow, to reach zero waste and significantly
reduce carbon emissions and our carbon footprint.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?
YES. Fraternities and Sororities have food, clothing, shoe, battery, cell phone, electronic device, etc.

drives several times a year, and at the end of the school year. There are collection bins around
continuously.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. It can be read in full at: http://laverne.edu/about/

Selected parts are quoted above in Category 7, #5.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

On the ULV Campus the SSC (Sustainable Campus Consortium) serves to propose and oversee
environmental policy and initiatives. The chair of SCC serves as the coordinator. Itis a PT position.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

We are attempting to comply with the ACUPCC guidelines, but are a little behind. We are hiring a
consultant to help us prepare the necessary documentation. This should be completed in about six
months, and will include a complete plan for the steps necessary to achieve our goals.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Portions have been started, but it is not complete. Itis a part of ACUPCC commitment.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes. See Category 10, #6



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

This is a private institution and while endowment totals are public, not all financial information is
available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The Board of Trustees has an investment committee that follows the guidelines of our Mission
Statement, and does not invest in organizations that have questionable values regarding social or
environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

See #2. Investment are not made in organizations that have questionable ethical values.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Emily Romero began working with the Inland Valley's Green Valley Initiative (GVI, Business and
Universities uniting to make the Inland Valley a center for developing green businesses and green
research) several years ago, and inspired scores of college students to get involved in a variety of
environmental activities. She established a GIVE (GVI's student organization) chapter on campus.
They sponsored numerous recycling drives on campus, sponsored community activities and are heavily
involved in Earth-Day activities.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

YES. Science student present research papers and posters at State and National Conventions covering
topics such as those mentioned in Category 4, #4.

Students, including fraternities and sororities, are heavily involved in Earth-Day activities. Environmental
debates between students and faculty are usually a part of the activities.

Environmental debates are a regular component of all environmental classes.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

YES. In 1995, ULV established the Clark Fork Field Research Facility (CFFRF) west of Drummond,
Montana. This facility includes 167 acres of rugged timberland, which we have earmarked for scientific
research and preservation. A large solar array powers the laboratory and living quarters,~ making the
facility almost totally self contained.

As areas around our on-campus buildings are newly landscaped, xerophytes are being used, where
ever possible to reduce water consumption. Our new Student Center is entirely surrounded by
drought-resistant plants. This Summer, a large modular housing unit will be removed. The entire space
will be landscaped as a drought tolerant "garden," using native plants whenever possible.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

YES. No smoking is allowed in, or around any building on campus.
All cleaning supplies (except disinfectants) must have the Green Seal Label.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. We feel that hands-on field activities are crucial to a person's education, and we offer many field
experiences for our students. We encourage students to participate in our Junior year study abroad
programs all over the world. Over the past several years we have also taken groups of students to
Mexico, Belize, Costa Rico, Cuba, Brazil, the Galapagos islands, Vietnam, Europe, Africa, HI, MT, etc.
The University has a January interterm program. This allow us to offer a very creative field program.
*ULV has its own field laboratories in Montana (CFFRF -see # 3 above). It is entirely nature-based,
energy self-contained and a teaching example of sustainable living and research. Etc. Etc.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

A second chiller was added to the chiller plant. This new chiller is a Turbo-Cor three compressor chiller.
This allows the plant to run much more efficiently when only a partial demand needs to be met. In
addition, a state-of-the-art technology was added. It is called the Hartman Loop. This program analyzes
the demand and determines the most efficient way to provide cooling each second. The University
opened a new 40,000 square foot Campus Student Center in June 2009, and including it, the total

electrical use for the main campus has been reduced by over 25% due to the new technologies that
have been implemented.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

rtn/10

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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