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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Marist College

Contact name and title: Steve Sansola or Paula Willoquet
Contact phone: 845 575-3000

Contact email: steve.sansola@marist.edu,

School’s city and state: Poughkeepsie NY 12401

Number of students: approximately 4,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:_ SS + PW paTE: 3/17/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

100:9 Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

100 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

100 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

80 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

The College has on-going projects such as replacing outdated windows with energy efficient windows,
re-insulation of building roofs for energy efficiency.



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

20cy0

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0O %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, through Sodexo corporation guidelines

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

75 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

No



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

« Environmental Science & Policy major
« Environmental Science minor

« Environmental Policy minor

« Environmental Studies minor

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

No

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

No. Although at least one course in 6 different disciplines address the issue

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Paula Willoquet-Maricondi. Forthcoming book: Framing the World: Explorations in Ecocriticism and
Film, forthcoming from University of Virginia Press.Paula Willoquet-Maricondi and Steve Sansola -
co-chair the Campus Sustainability Advisory Committee; Raymond Kepner - holds annual "dumpster
dive" to highlight progress being made with recycling efforts on campus.Rich Feldman - teaches
Campus Environmental Sustainability; is developing a management plan with a student for the campus
nature preserve. Georgeanna Ulary, Ann Davis, Thomas Lynch teach courses in philosophy,
economics, and science relating to the environment

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

« Campus Sustainability Advisory Committee, http://www.marist.edu/studentlife/recycle/csac.html

« S.E.E.D - Students Encouraging Environmental Dedication (student club)http://clubs.marist.edu/seed/
« The Hudson River Valley Institute, http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Environmental Studies taken by 2/3 of students. Some First year courses offer a session related to the t

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

15 %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.
No

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

No

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Yes - for residence hall furniture, vendors recycles all cardboard packaging and brings back to factory
any packaging materials for reuse

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes, all computers and laptops sold through the College are Energy Star rated with "sleep” mode
enabled



Category 6: Transportation

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

No. Our campus is a "walking campus" with access to public transportation if needed.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Installation of bike racks at all residences and some academic buildings.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

We have a campus "Rideshare" program in place for students and faculty and staff.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

30 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

98 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

100 o

Waste is either recycled, composted (food) or sent to our county trash "burn to steam" plant. Landfills
are banned within New York State with the remaining few presently being capped and closed.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes - all sports events

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, waste is collected and sent to a local NYS certified facility with some of the composted materials
retuned to the campus for use on our grounds and athletic fields.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes. Education outreach to all college community members. On move-in weekend, we collect
cardboard for recycling. At end of the semester, collection is made of extra clothing, footwear and
small appliance that students would otherwise discard.

Each semester the College sponsors a demonstration project known as the "Dumpster Dive:
Transform Your Waste" highlighting our local campus waste stream education efforts.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

See above. Bins are located either in the building, facility common areas or immediately outside of the
residence facility.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes - one of the initiatives in the College's 5 year strategic plan is to "implement environmentally

sustainable practices to raise awareness, to use as a teaching tool, to establish lifelong behaviors
supporting the environment, and to capture financial savings where feasible."

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

There is no full-time position dedicated at the College. However, the Campus Sustainability Advisory

Committee, comprised of students, faculty and staff recommends and oversees a variety of campus
sustainability initiatives.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

No

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

No. We've initiated an inventory of emissions audit of energy and travel use.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

No



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

No, but most of the College endowment information is available to the public as we are a non-profit
institution and required to complete various reports.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The College has a Finance Committee that reviews all issues relative to the College's investments,
some of which may relate to environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

See above, no specific information available.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)
Students have initiated campus efforts towards recycling, composting food waste from dining services,

trayless dining, campus farmer's market, student sustainability housing, campus earth day activities,
campus sustainability education day and double sided printing in campus computer labs.

These initiatives have been undertaken through student organizations such as the dining committee,
recycling committee, student government and environmental clubs.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Yes, we participated in the International 350.0rg Day, earth day events and student open mic nights with

an environmental theme. There are no formal campus wide competitions, but certainly within designated
residence facilities.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes, our campus is adjacent to the Hudson River and we have preserved access to the waterfront for
water related activities and we have a part of our campus that has been preserved as a natural site used
for passive recreation and teaching. The campus property falls within a "green belt" along the Hudson
River, extending from New York City to Albany, New York.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. We use green cleaning supplies throughout campus and all our campus buildings are smoke free.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Our environmental student club sponsors outdoor activities as well as some of our science field
courses.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Continually purchasing energy efficient equipment for campus dining kitchens (toasters, ovens, etc.).
We are beginning to instal LED lighting on an experimental basis in certain campus locations with a plan
to extend these for all outdoor walkway and parking lot light fixtures. All campus light fixture bulbs have
been retrofitted with energy efficient bulbs. All plumbing fixtures on campus are water efficient (shower
heads, toilets, etc.) and all computers sold through the College are Energy Star rated. Our Information
Technology Department has reduced the number of computer servers required for campus computing
and has also raised the ambient temperature for the raised platform operation rooms. All campus
printers in the library and computer labs are defaulted to double sided printing.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

The College is incorporating green design into a new academic building featuring daylight dimming
along with a green roof. The College also uses green cleaning supplies and will begin using "ionized
water" instead of bleach for disinfecting surfaces. The College is planting more perennial gardens
throughout campus, a more natural landscape, thus requiring less watering.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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