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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Miami University

Contact name and title: David L. Prytherch, Assoc. Professor of Geography, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 513-529-9284

Contact email: prythedl@muohio.edu

School’s city and state: Oxford, Ohio

Number of students: 16,885 (Oxford Campus)

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: DLP pATE: 3/19/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

100 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

Our regional electricity provider is Duke Energy, which only offers power that is generated by coal/steam.
We look forward to purchasing alternative energy sources as they become available and economically
competitive.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

90 9% Coal % Biomass
10 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

20
%
Note whether the certification is higher than silver.
Farmer School of Business was just certified LEED silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

We do very little irrigation of campus landscaping. Only our athletic fields have irrigation systems
installed, and some landscaped beds are watered during dry periods. Otherwise our campus is planted
and maintained to be drought tolerant and require no watering.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

50 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

As buildings undergo major renovations we replace windows, improve insulation, and improve the
efficiency of HVAC systems. We also continue to perform system tune-ups, installed energy efficient
lighting, VFDs, insulation blankets and many other energy improvements throughout the campus. Our
new building management system allows centralized control of building systems such as heating and
cooling, increasing efficiency by lowering/raising temperatures during off-peak hours.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

35%

Of the $8 million spent annually on food, 30 to 35% is procured from the 35 vendors, farmers and
manufacturers that fall with a 100 mile radius.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

34 o

This includes fresh produce used in salads produced at Demske Culinary Support Center, as well
packaged items sold in our campus markets.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

We use the Monterey Bay Aquarium web site to ascertain the rating factor for various seafoods
served on campus, and have used this information to make better purchasing decisions.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

65 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Two of our five "buffet style" dining locations offer our self-branded concept, Vine Dining. This option
is a complete concept consisting entirely of multiple vegetarian and vegan entrées and side dishes,
which change daily. Additionally, all concepts and locations on campus offer a minimum of one
vegetarian alternative at all times. Each dining unit on campus also offers an extensive salad bar as
well as fresh fruit bar.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes. Approximately 25% of the bottled water is spring water from Amanda Hills, located just outside
of Columbus Ohio.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Housing, Dining, and Guest Services maintain a small garden to provide various herbs and
vegetables for our conference center.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Yes. In addition to numerous traditional undergraduate majors with strong environmental dimensions
(zoology, botany, geography, etc.) we offer co-majors in both Environmental Science and Environmental
Principles and Practices (which we are currently revising to become a Sustainability co-major). We also
offer a Global Perspectives on Sustainability Minor. At the graduate level Miami offers a Master of

Environmental Science geared at training environmental professionals through public service. Miami
recently approved an inter-disiplinary Ph.D. program in Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.
Yes. A few notable courses dedicated to green technology include: Geography "Urban

Geography/Sustainable Urbanism,"” Engineering "Energy and Society," Engineering "Pollution
Prevention," and Architecture "Energy and Sustainable Design Studio,” among others.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Miami maintains no list of environmental or sustainability classes apart from the listed course
requirements of relevant majors, minors, or thematic sequences.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Innumerable professors do research and teaching in areas that touch upon one or more of the social,
environmental, and economic dimensions of sustainability. A small sample of campus leaders is:
Professor Lei Kerr, in Paper and Chemical Engineering, is an expert in photovoltaics.

Professor Brett Smith, in Entrepreneurship, is an expert in social entrepreneurship.

Craig Williamson, in Zoology, is an expert in global change limnology.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The Ecology Research Center is dedicated to research and education in ecology and environmental
science. Our Center for Environmental Education focuses on education of area children and teachers
(Green Teachers Institute). The Center for Social Entrepreneurship focuses on social sustainability.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

60 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

We maintain no centralized policy, but our individualized decisions take sustainability into account (e.g.
energy efficiency in appliances, recycled content in paper, source of food).

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes. While this is not a university-wide policy, many units now request FSC certified paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Our purchasers continue to work with suppliers to reduce waste packaging. For example, in food
services we have greatly eliminated the amount of #10 cans used on campus by switching for 6/10
cans of ketchup to 6/114 oz. pouches. We have also switched the tuna we use from cans to pouches,
and continue to look for additional items we can utilize that have less packaging. Another thing we
have done is eliminated the use of all plastic clam-shell containers on campus.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

In many, but not all, cases.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, Miami offers two transit services to students. First, Miami Metro offers bus service to campus and
off-campus locations. This service is paid for through student fees, students just show their IDs and no

fare must be paid. In addition, Miami offers Night-time Door-to-Door service in the evening hours to
provide safe transportation upon request.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

The most important thing Miami has done is remain a relatively compact and walkable campus.

However, no bicycling infrastructure or incentives exist beyond bike racks provided near the doorways
of campus buildings. Current efforts are underway to plan a bike route network across campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

The most important incentive to use alternative transportation is the current scarcity of parking and
permit pricing that discourages vehicular use. In addition, the university offers transit service on and off
campus, as well as to our satellite campuses. We offer an on-line ride sharing board to facilitate car
pooling. However, we recognize the need for more positive incentives to curb the excessive use of
vehicles for short distance trips, and are developing policies in this regard.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

38 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

90 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

40%

We operate our own Materials Recovery Facility or recycling center to divert paper, plastic, and some
metal cans from landfills. Miami pioneered the Recyclemania competition and we continue to explore
ways to increase our diversion rate, particularly in terms of collection.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Recycling receptacles are co-located in interior locations throughout the campus, but we are moving
towards centralized waste collection where recycling will always been an equal or preferable option.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

In many, but not all, cases.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yard waste is composted, but not food waste. We are investigating options for composting of food
waste.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

We now have a campus Sustainability Committee that is developing these goals, which should be
made public at the beginning of the next academic year.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes ... we partner with Goodwill, the Salvation Army or local charitable organizations to provide central
drop-off locations on campus and curbside pick-up off campus. In addition, the recycling program
coordinates with each residence hall on move-in day to collect cardboard associated with student
unpacking. For off-campus students, the university has partnered with the City of Oxford and local
social service agencies in a program called "Sharefest," which collects household items on move-out
day for donation to local people in need.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Not currently. However, our newly instated campus sustainability committee is developing a set of
public, measurable commitments.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Miami's sustainability coordinator is a part-time service role, filled by a tenured faculty member in
addition to normal teaching and research expectations.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

The newly instated campus sustainability committee is developing a set of measurable goals, including

a carbon emissions reduction target and initial implementation strategies. In subsequent years a more
complete carbon reduction plan will be developed.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Our trends in recent years have been towards slowing growth in emission, with some annual reductions
due to temporary operational changes.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

No. Our asset allocation, list of external managers, and list of mutual funds are available to the
university community, and our asset allocation is available to the general public.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Financial return is the primary basis for investment decisions, but environmental responsibility can factor
in decisions by individual investment managers. We hold investments in renewable energy.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

One of our most active and vibrant campus organizations in recent years has been Green Oxford, a
student environmental group. Student leaders Stefan Linder (lindersj@muohio.edu) and Kay
Reichenbach (reicheke@muohio.edu) have helped network motivated students to raise environmental
awareness, organize students into working groups that collaborate with university faculty and staff on
particular issues (e.g. converting waste cooking oil to biodiesel, campus bike lanes, energy efficiency),
and promote a calendar of local events (e.g. Focus-the-Nation teach in, Coal Week, Earth Day 5 K).
Green Oxford members have represented the Miami student body nationally at events like PowerShift
and national environmental conferences. As a result sustainability issues have gone from the margins to
the center of student life.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Miami architecture students competed in the 2009 International Green Community Design Competition
sponsored by the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture, in which students explore
sustainable planning strategies. Student teams received project citations and honorable mentions.
Miami students pioneered the national collegiate recycling competition Recyclemania, and they continue
to compete to see which school can collect the most combined recycleables. In 2009 Miami placed 36th
out of 510 schools.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Miami University maintains more than 400 acres as natural areas, which are managed for scientific
research, field education, protection of Oxford's single source aquifer, and a recreational and scenic
greenbelt campus.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Not at a university-wide level. Housing, Dining, and Guest Services has begun to use non-toxic cleaning
products in campus residence halls.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

There are literally too many to mention. For example, faculty offer field-based classes on environment
and sustainability in such locations as Kenyan highlands, Costa Rican rain forests, eco-villages in
Dominica, and Caribbean coral reefs. Employee Health and Wellness collaborates with Miami Natural
Areas to sponsor Hike-a-thons and other outdoor health/recreation experiences. Our Recreational
Sports Complex has an Outdoor Pursuit Center that organizes local and long-distance trips focused on
outdoor recreation. Our student environmental group Green Oxford organizes a host of extracurricular
activities including awareness events trips (e.g. local landfill) and recreational activities.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

A variety of sustainability-related issues have continued on campus, but 2009 was the first year in which
Miami began to focus on sustainability as an institution-wide commitment. For the first time, a
Sustainability Coordinator was appointed and a University Senate Sustainability Committee formed. For
the first time there is a particular set of people charged with assessing existing conditions, making policy
recommendations, setting measurable goals, and tracking progress. In addition, in 2009 a Miami
University Revolving Green Fund was established to encourage projects that promote sustainability and
costs savings. It is too soon to see the results of these efforts, but such initiatives indicate something of a
sea change at Miami University in 2009. As a result sustainability issues have been more prominent on
campus during the 2009-2010 than in any previous academic year.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

In February of 2010 Housing, Dining, and Guest Services launched an energy efficiency competition
called "Unplugged, Untapped...Game On!" in which residence hall electricity and water consumption
was tracked and measured against baseline conditions. Dorms competed for the greatest reductions in
consumption and were awarded with a dorm-wide pizza party and other rewards. The competition
serves as a pilot for a campus-wide competition in November, also aimed at creating more awareness
about consumption and encouraging efficient behaviors.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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