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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Mills College

Contact name and title: Alice Knudsen
Contact phone: 510.430.2350

Contact email: aknudsen@mills.edu
School’s city and state: Oakland, California

Number of students: 1510

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INTIAL:_ABK pATE: 3/19/01




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

2 % Coal 3 % Wind 4 9% Biomass
47 o, Natural Gas <1 9% Solar 4 9% Geothermal
20 9% Nuclear 20 9% Hydro 1 9% Other

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
99 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
1 % Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

66 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Mills College is committed to build to LEED standards of silver or above on all new construction, and
utilizes sustainable practices in renovation whenever possible. The Natural Sciences building received
LEED Platinum in 2007. The Music Building renovation is not LEED certified, but utilizes recycled

materials for concert hall seating. The Graduate School of Business, completed in 2009, is projected to
achieve a LEED Gold certification.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

50-75 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

25-35 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

35 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

During the renovation process for existing buildings, Mills strives to make gains in energy efficiency by
upgrading existing equipment to be more efficient. Direct digital controls have also been installed to

provide facilities with better control. When lighting is replaced, Mills always specifies efficient lighting
fixtures.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

20cy0

The actual percentage depends on the season, ranging 15%-60%.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

10 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?
Yes. Bon Appétit purchases all seafood in accordance with the Best Choices category of the

Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch guidelines. Seafood is purchased fresh when available
locally and salmon is wild caught.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

50 %

For every meat option at each meal, there is a vegetarian option. The chicken and turkey breast
served at Mills College come from animals raised without the use of antibiotics as a routine feed
additive. In addition, all of our hamburgers are made from natural beef raised without antibiotics or

hormones and on vegetarian feed. Bon Appétit at Mills only serves shell eggs that are cage-free and
Certified Humane.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes. Some departments have banned bottled water at events and for internal use. At events, many
departments set up large containers of water and provide compostable cups, with corresponding bin.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

The Mills Community Garden is 2500 square feet, located at the heart of campus. Methods include
organic seed sources, growing cover crops and producing on-site compost to substitute synthetic
fertilizers, employing rotating crops to eliminate pesticide use, and sheet mulching to save water.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

« Biology major with an Ecological Theory and Practice Track.

« Environmental Science major.

« Environmental Studies major with a public policy emphasis.

« Public Policy major with an environmental policy concentration, including at the Masters level.

« Independent majors available through approval of the advisory committee and the Academic Standing
Committee, such as the recent student-created major called "Food Systems"

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/gened_courses.php
http://courses.mills.edu/courses/public/collO60m/index.php

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Bruce Pavlik, Gibbons-Young Professor; Professor of Biology

Elizabeth Wade, Trefethen Professor; Associate Professor of Chemistry

Kristina Faul, Associate Professor of Geochemistry and Environmental Geology

Déborah Berman Santana, Professor of Ethnic Studies

Susan Spiller, Associate Professor of Biology

Mark Henderson, Assistant Professor of Public Policy
http://www.mills.edu/academics/faculty/index.php#FACULTY

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Mills College Sustainability Center provides students with the training and tools necessary to
accomplish effective sustainability advocacy and project implementation.

The Center for Socially Responsible Business in the Lokey Graduate School of Business advances the
study of how business activities affect human welfare and the natural world, and vise versa.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

A general educational requirement includes a Natural Sciences course: General Biology Il with Lab, Intr

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

40 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Janitorial services contractor uses “Clean Sweep” cleaning protocol which includes Green Seal
cleaning products.

Mills practices green furniture specification in new buildings to align with LEED standards.

It is common practice for new appliances to meet Energy Star ratings.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

The campus Mail and Copy Center purchases at least 30% postconsumer recycled content and
FSC-certified paper. For paper not purchased for departments by the Mail and Copy Center, most
departments follow the same standards.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

The standard is not explicitly used in decision making process, however Mills' standard computer
purchases are rated in the Gold category.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Mills College runs a 32-passanger shuttle bus seven days a week during the academic year to the

University of California at Berkeley and to city transit stations. There are increased runs during peak
times to meet growing demand for shared transportation.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Bike racks are located at most buildings across campus. The most recent additions of bike racks are
located at the Lokey Graduate School of Business and the Natural Sciences Building. These two

buildings also provide showers within 100 feet for bicyclists as part of LEED certification. The Mills
shuttle provides a bike rack.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Mills students voted in spring 2009 to institute an AC Transit EasyPass program as a pilot benefiting
Mills undergraduate students. This pass provides the entire undergraduate student community with
universal access to public transportation throughout the San Francisco Bay Area operated by AC
Transit. With an 84 percent approval, the referendum authorized a one-year increase to the ASMC
student fee to pay for the Pilot program. Student government officials voted to continue the program in
February 2010. Graduate students will have the opportunity to vote to expand the program to include

all graduate students in April 2010. The college provides an online carpooling system and offers
preferred parking for alternative-fuel or hybrid vehicles.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

50 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

60%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

There are recycling bins next to every trash can in all campus buildings, including classrooms, dorm
rooms, common areas and dining halls.

Mills also has an Electronic and Universal Waste Recycling Program. Used electronics such as
computer equipment is donated to the Oakland school district and the Contra Costa school district.
Non-usable electronics and universal waste such as batteries are picked up by a recycling company.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Mills has developed an online bin request system for events, in which all event planners are able to
request landfill, recycling and compost bins. Sign-holders and waste signage have been incorporated
into this system. Recycling bins, composting bins, landfill bins and the appropriate signage to educate
the community about what material goes in which bin are at all sporting events.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Mills College is currently in the top ten in the Composting per capita category of RecycleMania, having
placed first in 2008. Efforts in minimizing food waste have reduced the total amount of compost, but
the Compost Program is an integrated part of the community. There are composting bins at all dining
locations, in on-campus independent living dorms, in department kitchens by request, and at events.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Mills College is committed to the goal of reducing the amount of total campus waste with the goal of
zero waste. Mills and the dining services collaborated to initiate waste minimization programs such as
the Eco-Clamshell program and reusable mug program. The Eco-Clamshell Program provides the
opportunity to phase out single-use disposable to-go containers for a reusable, commercially
washable Eco-Clamshell. The Re-Use Depot is a student-run exchange center on campus where Mills
community members can donate gently used items and "shop" for free. Mills employs waste
minimization programs and initiatives, reinforces the Recycling Program by adding infrastructure and
educational programs, and is expanding the campus Composting Program to include more campus
buildings.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Mills runs an annual End-of-Year Reusables Drive. Collection pods are placed at every dorm on
campus so students can donated their gently used items as they move out. Many of the items
accepted by local non-profits are donated. Educational, office and dorm-specific items are put in the
Re-Use Depot to be used by incoming students, promoting reuse over purchasing all new items made
from virgin materials.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

In the Mills College Strategic Plan 2008-2013, all members of the Mills community will be guided by:
1. Academic Excellence and Education for Leadership

Enhance the excellence of Mills’ undergraduate women'’s liberal arts college, expand its graduate and
professional programs for women and men in the context of that undergraduate program, and
strengthen the development of Mills students as leaders and innovators in their chosen endeavors

2. Educational Access and Diversity

Enhance educational access for and retention of an excellent and diverse student body and enhance
access for and retention of a diverse faculty and staff.

3. Environmental and Fiscal Sustainability

Expand and maintain the College’s physical environment, incorporating on-going concern for
environmental sustainability and pursue strategic goals while maintaining financial sustainability.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

The Sustainability Committee is comprised of students, faculty, staff, and alumnae, including the key
positions of Campus Architect, Director of Facilities, and a former member of the Board of Trustees. A

full-time Sustainability and Recycling Coordinator manages the Mills College Sustainability Center,
collaborating with a variety of departments and students to oversee environmental initiatives.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

As of January 2010, Mills pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 15% by 2015 (from 2008 levels)
Mills Climate Action Plan seeks to

1. Explain current trends in energy consumption and other factors contributing to GHG emissions

2. Establish a feasible near term goal for GHG emission reductions

3. ldentify detailed projects capable of reaching the goal

4. Determine how to achieve success and establish future goals
http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap-report.php?id=92

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Mills College completed a Greenhouse Gas Inventory in January 2009. The ACUPCC directive fell
under the auspices of the Mills College Sustainability Committee. One of the students on the committee
took on the GHG inventory as her senior thesis. Two staff members, the architectural assistant and a
faculty member in the Public Policy Department, assisted in data collection and advised on the process.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Information not available until next greenhouse gas inventory is completed in 2011.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

As a private nonprofit institution, Mills provides information about our overall endowment that is
available for public viewing via the IRS Form 990.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The College has an investment committee of the Board of Trustees that routinely assesses the
representation of women in external management firms and make clear its commitment to doing
business with firms that support the advancement of women in all endeavors, consistent with the
College’s mission, rather than a specific focus on environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Our initial focus has been on environmental responsibility in construction, facilities, dining, and recycling
and integrating those practices into the fabric of campus life.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Katie Johnson acted as the student government Sustainability Senator and spearheaded the initiative to
provide all Mills undergraduate students with universal bus passes with AC Transit, at a discounted rate
from student fees. Cindy Larimore did a follow-up study on if the AC Transit passes affected behavior.
Ayela Mujeeb spearheaded a project for the Metro Transportation Commission to decide how they use
high-occupancy toll lanes, looking at the social equity side. As part of the local planning class in the
Public Policy department, Mary Thomas, a Masters in Public Policy student, is working with the local
neighborhood and city on zoning issues, especially those pertaining to sustainability and transit use.
Lauren Messmer, an MBA student, is conducting a feasibility study for a campus farm. Tamiko Blake, an
MBA student and intern for OneCalifornia Foundation, is making the Oakland Indie Awards Zero Waste.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Students from the student group Earth CORPS, have coordinated student outreach as part of the
RecycleMania competition.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. Mills is committed to preserving its unique cultural heritage and guiding future sustainable planning
and development with the creation of the Landscape Heritage, published in January 2008 and funded by
the Getty Foundation. The Lion Creek Restoration Plan was also created in 2008, and its
implementation has begun with work to stabilize creek banks and restore adjacent areas with native
plants and habitat. Mills collaborates with the City of Oakland in the annual Creek to Bay Day in
September, bringing together community to foster environmental stewardship of the Lion Creek
restoration sites. Mills also plans to restore Lake Aliso, the picturesque and culturally significant body of
water with the completion of the Lake Aliso Restoration Plan, completed in August of 2009.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

All new construction is required to be LEED certified Silver, which addresses indoor air quality.

Janitorial services contractor uses “Clean Sweep” cleaning protocol which includes Green Seal cleaning
products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. The Mills College Botanic Garden, a "living laboratory" within the Biology Department. The
garden's plant collection includes a number of California native plants, succulent plants, ferns and
exotics used mainly for lecture/lab studies, but also for specific student projects. By doing field studies
of the campus creek by recording the vital hydrological information, Mills students participate directly in
important creek research and restoration. The student group Earth CORPS and the Sustainability
Living Learning Community participated in the guided Salmon Rafting Tour on the Yuba River. They
saw Chinook salmon on their spawning beds and learned about the effects on mining on the river.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Mills created a Sustainability Living Learning Community for incoming freshwomen. Although creek
restoration work has been consistent for the last couple years, outreach to local K-12 classes has been
incorporated in the strategy to maintain restoration sites. Orientation included the distribution of organic
canvas bags and Eco-Clamshells to all incoming students. Outdoor recycling and composting bins have
been installed in the central gathering place of campus to reinforce Mills goal of zero waste. A Food
Matters campaign has been organized to support educational outreach and events related to access to
local food, including supporting the Mills Community Garden, creating a pilot for community cooking with
farmer's market produce and discussions with the dining services about how they can cut food miles
from their meals. The AC Transit universal bus pass program began for all undergraduate students.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Larsen House Co-op is a delightful two-story Victorian house located close to the center of campus. The
six students residing in Larsen share house duties and decision making, and work to raise awareness
around environmental issues through campus-wide programs and events. Larsen is adjacent to the Mills
Community Garden and residents contribute weekly hours to support the garden.

The 1-580 freeway separates Mills College from the neighboring Laurel commercial district. Alysha
Nachtigall, a senior in the Public Policy Program wrote a thesis analyzing the optimal ways of improving
pedestrian and bicycle access in the neighborhood. Her research led directly to a $257,000 grant from
CalTrans to study these issues. Now Mills College and the Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council are
partners in continuing this study.

The Botanic Garden is developing into a center for ecologically appropriate thought and general
environmental sustainability, including being the site for native plant propagation for the campus's creek
restoration. Connected to the Sustainability Committee and the sustainability goals for Mills College, the
Botanic Garden displays a number of "green” design principles and practices: i.e., composting, water
conservation, and natural design.

Part of the Botanic Garden is the Community Garden. Everyone connected to Mills College- students,
staff, faculty, alumnae, family members, and broader community members- are welcome to participate.
The Community Garden is a series of raised beds built by community members and students from
reclaimed materials such as timber and ceramic tiles. Produce supports gardeners first and additional
herbs and produce are sold to the dining services.

During the 2010 commencement ceremony in May, stainless steel water bottles are going to be
distributed as qifts for all graduating seniors. This will lessen the number of water bottles that will be
required for the event and provide students with a crucial tool for reducing future water bottle
consumption.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text76: As of January 2010, Mills pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 15% by 2015 (from 2008 levels)
Mills Climate Action Plan seeks to
1. Explain current trends in energy consumption and other factors contributing to GHG emissions
2. Establish a feasible near term goal for GHG emission reductions
3. Identify detailed projects capable of reaching the goal
4. Determine how to achieve success and establish future goals
http://acupcc.aashe.org/cap-report.php?id=92
	Text77: Mills College completed a Greenhouse Gas Inventory in January 2009. The ACUPCC directive fell under the auspices of the Mills College Sustainability Committee. One of the students on the committee took on the GHG inventory as her senior thesis. Two staff members, the architectural assistant and a faculty member in the Public Policy Department, assisted in data collection and advised on the process.  
	Text78: Information not available until next greenhouse gas inventory is completed in 2011.
	Text79: As a private nonprofit institution, Mills provides information about our overall endowment that is available for public viewing via the IRS Form 990. 
	Text80: The College has an investment committee of the Board of Trustees that routinely assesses the representation of women in external management firms and make clear its commitment to doing business with firms that support the advancement of women in all endeavors, consistent with the College’s mission, rather than a specific focus on environmental issues. 


	Text81: Our initial focus has been on environmental responsibility in construction, facilities, dining, and recycling and integrating those practices into the fabric of campus life.
	Text82: Katie Johnson acted as the student government Sustainability Senator and spearheaded the initiative to provide all Mills undergraduate students with universal bus passes with AC Transit, at a discounted rate from student fees. Cindy Larimore did a follow-up study on if the AC Transit passes affected behavior.
Ayela Mujeeb spearheaded a project for the Metro Transportation Commission to decide how they use high-occupancy toll lanes, looking at the social equity side. As part of the local planning class in the Public Policy department, Mary Thomas, a Masters in Public Policy student, is working with the local neighborhood and city on zoning issues, especially those pertaining to sustainability and transit use. Lauren Messmer, an MBA student, is conducting a feasibility study for a campus farm. Tamiko Blake, an MBA student and intern for OneCalifornia Foundation, is making the Oakland Indie Awards Zero Waste.
	Text83: Students from the student group Earth CORPS, have coordinated student outreach as part of the RecycleMania competition. 
	Text84: Yes. Mills is committed to preserving its unique cultural heritage and guiding future sustainable planning and development with the creation of the Landscape Heritage, published in January 2008 and funded by the Getty Foundation. The Lion Creek Restoration Plan was also created in 2008, and its implementation has begun with work to stabilize creek banks and restore adjacent areas with native plants and habitat. Mills collaborates with the City of Oakland in the annual Creek to Bay Day in September, bringing together community to foster environmental stewardship of the Lion Creek restoration sites. Mills also plans to restore Lake Aliso, the picturesque and culturally significant body of water with the completion of the Lake Aliso Restoration Plan, completed in August of 2009.
	Text85: All new construction is required to be LEED certified Silver, which addresses indoor air quality. 
Janitorial services contractor uses “Clean Sweep” cleaning protocol which includes Green Seal cleaning products.
	Text86: Yes. The Mills College Botanic Garden, a "living laboratory" within the Biology Department. The garden's plant collection includes a number of California native plants, succulent plants, ferns and exotics used mainly for lecture/lab studies, but also for specific student projects. By doing field studies of the campus creek by recording the vital hydrological information, Mills students participate directly in important creek research and restoration. The student group Earth CORPS and the Sustainability Living Learning Community participated in the guided Salmon Rafting Tour on the Yuba River. They saw Chinook salmon on their spawning beds and learned about the effects on mining on the river.
	Text87: Mills created a Sustainability Living Learning Community for incoming freshwomen. Although creek restoration work has been consistent for the last couple years, outreach to local K-12 classes has been incorporated in the strategy to maintain restoration sites. Orientation included the distribution of organic canvas bags and Eco-Clamshells to all incoming students. Outdoor recycling and composting bins have been installed in the central gathering place of campus to reinforce Mills goal of zero waste. A Food Matters campaign has been organized to support educational outreach and events related to access to local food, including supporting the Mills Community Garden, creating a pilot for community cooking with farmer's market produce and discussions with the dining services about how they can cut food miles from their meals. The AC Transit universal bus pass program began for all undergraduate students.
	Text88: Larsen House Co-op is a delightful two-story Victorian house located close to the center of campus. The six students residing in Larsen share house duties and decision making, and work to raise awareness around environmental issues through campus-wide programs and events. Larsen is adjacent to the Mills Community Garden and residents contribute weekly hours to support the garden.

The I-580 freeway separates Mills College from the neighboring Laurel commercial district. Alysha Nachtigall, a senior in the Public Policy Program wrote a thesis analyzing the optimal ways of improving pedestrian and bicycle access in the neighborhood. Her research led directly to a $257,000 grant from CalTrans to study these issues. Now Mills College and the Maxwell Park Neighborhood Council are partners in continuing this study.

The Botanic Garden is developing into a center for ecologically appropriate thought and general environmental sustainability, including being the site for native plant propagation for the campus's creek restoration. Connected to the Sustainability Committee and the sustainability goals for Mills College, the Botanic Garden displays a number of "green" design principles and practices: i.e., composting, water conservation, and natural design. 

Part of the Botanic Garden is the Community Garden. Everyone connected to Mills College- students, staff, faculty, alumnae, family members, and broader community members- are welcome to participate. The Community Garden is a series of raised beds built by community members and students from reclaimed materials such as timber and ceramic tiles. Produce supports gardeners first and additional herbs and produce are sold to the dining services.

During the 2010 commencement ceremony in May, stainless steel water bottles are going to be distributed as gifts for all graduating seniors. This will lessen the number of water bottles that will be required for the event and provide students with a crucial tool for reducing future water bottle consumption.


