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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text40: Yes. 100% of the seafood provided on campus is compliant with the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program.
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	Text42: All meat served is hormone-free.


	Text43: Yes. At least one vegan specific dish is served at each meal while a complete salad bar is available during all operating hours. 
	Text44: Yes.
	Text45: The environmental club, ECO Students, works with the Housing Department to set up an organic, seasonal, community garden near the residence halls. The garden is maintained by students with occasional help from Housing's Grounds Crew. The food is free to all students, faculty and staff.
	Text46: Environmental Studies with emphasis in: Earth Systems Science, Natural Resource Management & Conservation, Environmental Sustainability & Social Justice, Humanities & the Environment, and The Urban Environment. There are also BA's in Ecology, Geography and Urban Studies & Planning. 

The University also offers a MBA with an emphasis in Sustainable Business. We also have a Sierra Nevada Field Campus and the Romburg Tiburon Center for Environmental Studies. 


	Text47: ENGR 690 Renewable Energy Systems  

ENGR 434 Principles of Environment Engineering 

ENGR 435 Environmental Engineering Design
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	Text49: 
	Text50: The Romburg Tiburon Center is San Francisco State University's Marine Laboratory. RTC's Mission is: to advance understanding of the world’s complex marine and estuarine environments through research, education, and outreach, with a focus on San Francisco Bay. The Sierra Nevada Field Campus is dedicated to promoting an understanding and appreciation of geology and ecological diversity.  
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	Text59: All printers, copiers and fax machines set up through our RICOH program are set to double sided printing and to power down after a few minutes. 
	Text60: SF State provides a free shuttle service from the SF State main campus to the Daly City BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) station. This station is the closest BART station, and a convenient stop for both San Francisco residents and for residents across the Bay Area.
	Text61: San Francisco State has increased bike friendliness in the past year by installing over 100 new bike racks in several prime parking locations while maintaining a valet bike barn as well. Also, this year a grant through the San Francisco County Transportation Authority allowed SF State to install a new bike lane connecting the main campus with our University Park North housing complex. 
	Text62: SF State offers several ride share options. With the commuter check direct program, employees can save up to 30% on public transportation costs by deferring part of their pretax salary to transit every month. This deferred money then is mailed to the staff member in the form of a commuter check which is usable on any of the public transit systems in San Francisco. The Parking and Transportation Department has developed a ride match program which links students and staff with other members of the SF State community who are interested in carpooling. SF State also has an agreement with the company Zipcar to offer discounted membership rates and limited sign-up fees.
	Text63: 21
	Text64: 
	Text65: 44
	Text66: 
	Text67: 72
	Text68: 
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	Text71: Yes! All food vendors in the student center and in the dinning halls compost. The Cesar Chavez Student Center also stations compost bins next to every trash and recycling bin.  University Housing provides compost bins on the first floor of each residence hall.  Composting is being piloted across campus in a few areas on the quad.
	Text72: San Francisco State is committed to matching the city of San Francisco's goal of zero waste by 2020. This year the Facilities and the Leadership, Engagement, Action and Development Departments worked together to make the two day freshman orientation, Welcome Days, a zero waste event. 
	Text73: Each May Housing works with student volunteers to promote our Sustainable Move Out program. The San Francisco Food Bank stations bins in every building for one week, and Goodwill provides 5 large collection bins in front of each residence hall for two weeks. During the last 3 days of move out Goodwill stations a 55 foot truck in a prime location in the housing area, to use as the main collection station. Last year over 65,000 lb of reusable items and 1,000 lb of non-perishable food items were donated during Sustainable Move Out.
	Text74: Last year the Sustainability Committee completed a sustainability goal for SF State: We aim to educate students, faculty and staff to embrace the values and principles of sustainability in their daily lives by integrating them into the University’s planning and policies, academics, operations, student activities and community engagement.



http://www.sfsu.edu/~sustain/
	Text75: The University employees one full time Sustainability Program Manager, a full time Energy Manager, and one part time Sustainability Student Assistant.
	Text76: SF State's President, Robert Corrigan, signed the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment in 2007. Under this commitment, SF State has completed two greenhouse gas emissions inventories and is writing a Climate Action Plan. SF State has already reduced its emissions levels to 1990 levels which is outlined in the state law AB 32.
	Text77: In May 2007, President Robert A. Corrigan signed the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment making SF State a Charter Signatory. Since then, two Greenhouse Gas Emissions have been completed. Currently the All Campus Sustainability Committee is working on setting a goal for climate neutrality and is writing the Climate Action Plan.
	Text78: Yes, through sustainability initiatives and through energy efficiency projects SF State has kept its emissions levels below 1990 levels over the last twenty years. The most significant reduction is a 50% decrease in emissions from commuting.  Since SF State has already surpassed the goals set forth by the State of California under AB-32, the University is now setting goals for climate neutrality.
	Text79: Yes, Our Endowment policy is available at: http://www.sfsu.edu/~sfsufdn/
	Text80: We have a Finance Investment Committee and an Investment Policy. The Investment Policy is available at: http://www.sfsu.edu/~sfsufdn/

The Investment Policy states:

H. Social Responsibility Policy

In its efforts to address social responsibility investing issues, Foundation shall be guided by two basic but interdependent principles:

1) Foundation shall exercise responsible financial stewardship over its financial resources and

2) Foundation shall exercise ethical and social stewardship in its investment policy.
	Text81: 



The University follows specific guidelines about investments, which are highlighted below:



1. The Foundation will not invest knowingly in countries or companies whose governing regimes are deemed by the Foundation’s Board of Directors to deny civil or human rights.

2. The Foundation will not directly invest in stocks of tobacco companies.
	Text82: In 2006 ECO Students embarked on a mission to bring composting to the Cesar Chavez Student Center. After conducting numerous waste audits revealing a high level of organic material in the trash, the students consulted with the Student Center Governing Board to establish a long lasting program. They launched a composting program for vendors in Fall 2006 then began a pilot for students and staff in 2007. In 2008 the program became official and composts bins were expanded to all levels of the Student Center. The success in the Student Center has led to the expansion of compost bins across campus.
	Text83: In the last year, SF State students attended the California Student Sustainability Coalition convergence, PowerShift, UC/CSU/CC Sustainability conference, and Recyclemania. 
	Text84: 
	Text85: Yes, the custodial support services abides by a green cleaning policy which states that SF State will use green seal certified products or equivalent wherever possible.
	Text86: Classes:

RPT 160.01 Small Boat Sailing, RPT 230.01 Growth Through Adventure   

An extensive recreational program is available to all staff, faculty and students. For more info check out:http://www.sfsu.edu/~recsport/  

We also have had a ropes course for team building for over three decades: http://www.sfsu.edu/~news/superlatives/resources.html




	Text87: This semester (Spring 2010) SF State implemented a pilot composting program in several outside areas, near cafes and in one academic building. Those particular three bin systems have show an increase in waste diversion through recycling and composting efforts. 
	Text88: Many of SF State’s initiatives are focusing on making the campus more sustainable. These new sustainability initiatives include reducing energy and water usage, increasing waste diversion, creating more alternative transportation options, offering sustainable dining choices, implementing green cleaning, offering eco housing, purchasing environmentally preferred products and planting native species. SF State committed to climate neutrality when President Corrigan signed the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) in May of 2007.



SF State inaugurated its first campus PARK(ing) Day event in October 2009, transforming the top level of the parking structure into a temporary "park" to promote alternative commuting options. PARK(ing) Day is a national event, where metered parking spots typically are turned into temporary public parks. SF State transformed 25 parking spaces into a park-like environment. Three San Francisco-based architecture and planning firms donated their time to lead a design charrette for the park's layout. SF State worked with local organizations to get donations such as hay bales and carpet tiles. A local nursery donated 40 trees, which were later planted on campus. The ECO Students and students from geography and design classes were among those who participated. The event was Zero Waste. MUNI, BART, Translink, Commuter Check Direct, and ZipCar all tabled. Anyone who signed a pledge to change his/her commuting from driving to taking public transportation/walking/biking was entered into a raffle.



The Sustainable Move Out program in SF State's residence halls encourages students vacating their rooms to donate or recycle unwanted items, helping to divert material from landfill. Last year, students donated more than 61,000 pounds of clothing and household items to Goodwill and gave over 1,000 pounds of non-perishable food to the San Francisco Food Bank.



SF State has been ranked in the top twenty for the last three years in the national Recyclemania Competition. Currently, the University diverts over 75% of its waste from the landfill. 



An All Campus Sustainability Committee was formed in 2009 and one of their first completed tasks was creating a sustainability mission statement for SF State: "We aim to educate students, faculty and staff to embrace the values and principles of sustainability in their daily lives by integrating them into the University’s planning and policies, academics, operations, student activities and community engagement"



The Cesar Chavez Student Center has worked with ECO Students since 2006 to compost all food waste in the Student Center. Composting is now offered across campus at the Student Center, in Housing, in all kitchens and is being piloted on the quad and in academic buildings.




