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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Seattle Pacific University

Contact name and title: Bethany Walrad, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: (206) 281-2592

Contact email: walrab@spu.edu

School’s city and state: Seattle, WA

Number of students: 4000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:  BW DATE:




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

1 9% Coal 3 % Wind % Biomass
1 9 Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
6 % Nuclear 89 9% Hydro % Other

Additionally, Seattle City Light has been greenhouse gas neutral since 2005, the first electric utility in the
nation to achieve that distinction. One of the larger hydro projects owned by the utility, consisting of
three dams, is a certified Low Impact Hydropower project.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

0 9% Coal 0 9 Biomass
75 % Natural Gas 0 9 Geothermal
25 9 Elecricity O 9% Fuel Oi

If cogeneration, please explain.

The above are estimates, since we don't track electricity for heating/cooling separately from other uses.
Our total annual energy use is approximately half natural gas and half electricity.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

No new campus buildings have been built in the past three years. Seattle Pacific has committed to a
LEED Silver minimum for all new building projects.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

90 %

The vast majority of campus fixtures are either LED, compact fluorescent, T5 or efficient T8. A
majority of buildings are equipped with motion sensors.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%
Unknown. Current policy is to purchase only ENERGY STAR appliances.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Energy audits have been conducted regularly and opportunities for improvement identified. Our
current plan is to begin a campus-wide efficiency project, including retro-commissioning as well as
several improvements to monitoring, controls, and efficiency. Energy audits will be conducted
annually and retrofits made as appropriate.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

25%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0O %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, the Monterey Bay Aquarium's guidelines are used.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

85 %

chicken and poultry are raised per Sodexo specifications of sustainability and hormone free

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Seattle Pacific Agriculture for the Community and Environment (SPACE), a student club, maintains
an organic garden approximately 1200 square feet in size. Anyone is welcome to participate, and a
minimum of ten percent of the vegetables grown is donated to a nonprofit.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

1.) Ecology (concentration option within the Biology major)

2.) Appropriate and Sustainable Engineering: Students in this concentration will focus on the design and
use of technology to address the complex issues facing our global society, such as sustainable energy
systems for the U.S. and localized water treatment systems for the developing world.

3.) Global Development Studies: combines political science and geography with economics, theology,
and health sciences; intended to prepare students for careers in the nonprofit and/or social venture
sectors

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.
EGR 3611: Alternative Energy Systems (ASE I); EGR 3612: Hydro-Systems (ASE Il); EGR 3613:

Biomass (ASE Ill); EGR 4610: Systems Design (ASE IV); USEM 1000: Changing the World through
Sustainable and Appropriate Technology; USEM 1000: Energy-Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

Additionally, many engineering students elect to pursue a clean tech senior project.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

No. However, such an audit is planned for the upcoming year.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Not enough space for that! Highlights: Tim Nelson, Blakely Island Field Station director
(http://myhome. spu.edu/tnelson/#pub); Kathleen Braden, Geography/Global Development Studies (CV
at http://myhome.spu.edu/kbraden/); Eric Long, Biology, advisor for Seattle Pacific Agriculture for the
Community and Environment; John Lindberg, Physics/Sustainable Engineering; Elaine Scott,
Appropriate & Sustainable Engineering, Department Chair; Doug Thorpe, English w/ an interest in
wilderness, ecology, and spirituality, published "Rapture of the Deep: Reflections on the Wild in Art,
Wilderness, and the Sacred"

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The mission of Blakely Island Field Station is to support excellence in education and research in
field-based environmental and physical sciences while supporting the preservation and wise use of
Blakely Island ecosystems. The 900-acre research campus sits on an island that, during the 1950s,
was largely clear-cut.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

57 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

No-we do not have centralized purchasing. Some individual departments in charge of specific
purchasing categories follow sustainable guidelines (see #3). An example is that the Facilities
Department has an ENERGY STAR standard for purchasing.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
[

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Not collectively-some departments do, but that amount has yet to be quantified.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No formal policy, but the desktop workstations currently being purchased by our Computer and
Information Systems department are EPEAT Gold. The laptop model we use is EPEAT Silver.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Without central purchasing, this is unknown for the whole campus.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

No-we have a small, walkable campus served by multiple public transit routes.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Employees are encouraged to bike to work; those that do so receive free lockers and shower access.
Employees that report regularly biking to campus receive an annual gift and are allowed to use the

campus ZipCars for mid-day errands free of charge. They are also guaranteed a ride home in case of
emergency.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Students are offered a 30% discount on monthly transit passes (covers commuter rail, light rail, and
bus system). Passes can also be checked out for free for five hours. All commuters are offered a
discounted, reserved parking space for a carpool of two and a complimentary parking space for
carpools of more than three people. Employees who commit to using public transit three or more days
a week may purchase a yearly FlexPass (commuter rail, light rail, four bus systems) for $20. The
University offers a partial subsidy for public transit commutes not covered by the FlexPass. Employees
using alternate commute modes may use campus ZipCars free of charge for mid-day errands and are
guaranteed a ride home. Employee vanpools are also subsidized by the University.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

52 %

Our commute survey is built to calculate greenhouse gas emissions specifically. The above number
represents the percent of commute TRIPS to/from campus in a single-occupant vehicle (not the
percentage of students driving by themselves to campus).

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

Again, percent of trips made in a single-occupant vehicle.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

52%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

No. All individual workstations are supplied with both trash and recycling containers, but outdoor trash

cans do not yet have accompanying recycle containers (except at zero waste events). A plan to add
outdoor recycling receptacles next to trash cans is being developed.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Our primary dining facility, Gwinn Commons, and campus Subway and Pura Vida stores compost. All
campus landscape waste is also composted.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

The University shares the City of Seattle's recycling goal of 60% by 2012 and affirms the zero waste
philosophy on its recycling website. http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/recycle/zerowaste.asp

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, we add donation bins for Goodwill, Northwest Center (clothing), and Northwest Harvest (food) in

addition to expanding our recycling services for move out. Donation stations are located next to every
residence hall and in central locations for apartment residents.

http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/recycle/MoveOut.asp



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

No. See how sustainability fits into Seattle Pacific's Signature Commitments at
http://www.spu.edu/sustainability/

Additionally, sustainable development and operations are one of the goals listed in our master plan.
http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/masterplanning/SPUMajorinstitutionMasterPlanADOPTED _August20
00.pdf (page 12 of 195 in the electronic document)

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Both. The University hired a full-time Sustainability Coordinator in 2008. One of this position's
responsibilities is to facilitate the Sustainability Committee, created in fall 2008 to assist in the

development of a climate action plan.
http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/sustainability/SustainabilityCommittee.asp

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

SPU is a signatory of the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment and
currently in the process of developing a climate action plan, to be released later this year.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. This data is available online at
http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/sustainability/documents/2009reportv2.1.pdf AND
http://acupcc.aashe.org/index.php?abs=&q=Seattle%20Pacific%20University

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes. Seattle Pacific achieved a 2% reduction in carbon emissions from a 2008 baseline. Prior to then,
emissions had been increasing incrementally.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.
No

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No. Much of the University's endowment is managed using a fund of funds approach, due to its
relatively modest size. This affords little ability to apply specific investment filters.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

See above.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Though the Seattle Pacific campus is located in an urban neighborhood setting, a portion of land behind
the library is set aside as an urban wildlife refuge. Additionally, the University Master Plan commits to
preserving 40% of the campus as open space.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

No comprehensive policy. Smoking is prohibited on campus (indoors and outdoors).

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. In addition to numerous outdoors physical education courses (kayaking, backpacking, hiking,
cycling, scuba, etc.), SPU's Blakely Island Field Station aims to support excellence in education and
research in field-based environmental and physical sciences while supporting the preservation and
wise use of Blakely Island ecosystems. The station offers summer courses in a variety of topics
(http://www.spu.edu/depts/biology/blakely/students/allcourses.html) and hosts fieldwork for other
classes during the school year.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Highlights of the past year include an apartment remodel that produced almost zero waste, the creation
of two environment/sustainability related student organizations (previously there were none),
development of an internal sustainability communications plan, planning for an Earth Week celebration
(the first in some time), and the addition of a more comprehensive donation and recycling program
during student move out.

More information is available in our 2009 Sustainability Report:
http://www.spu.edu/depts/facman/sustainability/documents/2009reportv2.1.pdf

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

The School of Business and Economics hosts an annual Social Venture Competition, designed to
encourage SPU students to develop projects that can make a difference in the world. Though the focus
is primarily on social and financial bottom lines, recent years have seen a dramatic increase in ventures
that deal with environmental issues as well.

The Facilities Department works to collaborate with academic departments to implement student
sustainability projects on campus. A recent example of this is the "Closing the Loop" solar installation,
designed by an honors engineering student as part of her senior project. The 4kw photovoltaic
installation replenishes the electric grid with the amount of electricity consumed by the campus fleet's
electric trucks. The system is designed for easy expansion as the University continues to replace
gas-powered vehicles with their electric counterparts.

SPU was a pilot campus and is how a charter participant for the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment,
and Rating System (STARS), released by AASHE early this year.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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