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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Southern Oregon University

Contact name and title: Larry Blake, Director of Campus Planning & Sustainability
Contact phone: 541-552-6585

Contact email: BlakeL@sou.edu

School’s city and state: Ashland, Oregon

Number of students: 5,600

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

0.0 % Coal 0.0 9% Wind 0.2 9 Biomass
0.0 9% Natural Gas 0.0 9% Solar 0.0 9% Geothermal
11.6% Nuclear 79-3 % Hydro % Other

Through the student-approved Green Energy Fee, SOU purchases Renewable Energy Certificates and
carbon offsets to offset 100% of its natural gas and electricity consumption (9,041 metric tonnes of CO2
equivalent for FY2008).

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

0.0 9 Coal 0.0 9 Biomass
100 % Natural Gas 0.0 9 Geothermal
0.0 9 Elecricity 0.0 9% Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We expect the Higher Education Center (completed in August 2008) to achieve LEED Platinum
Certification in the coming months.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

100 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

90 %

In 1995, SOU replaced most of its T12 fluorescent lighting fixtures with T8 fluorescent lighting fixtures,
and replaced most of its incandescent lighting fixtures with compact fluorescent lighting fixtures.
Additional lighting retrofit projects have been implemented in recent years.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?
° 9%

SOU's draft Green Purchasing policy requires all appliances to meet Energy Star certification.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes, SOU has a program underway to replace obsolete heating/ventilating/air-conditioning systems
and improve the thermal efficiency of building envelopes through Deferred Maintenance project
funding.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?
%

Exact % unknown because we have a new food service provider, Sodexho. Their web site promises
local sourcing and sustainably grown food. http://soudining.com/sustainability/index.html

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

%

Exact % unknown.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Unknown

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

%

Unknown

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes, but discussions are underway to discontinue the sale of bottled water in plastic containers.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes, our campus maintains a community garden that is maintained and funded by students. The
garden is comprised of 30 plots that are open to use by anyone. Organic methods are required, and
chemicals are not allowed. The garden is fertilized with compost that is produced on-site.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Yes

Bachelor of Science in Environmental Studies
Master of Science in Environmental Education
Certificate in Sustainability Leadership

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes

PH 306 Sustainability: Materials Technology and Design
PH 308 Energy and the Environment
PH 309 Energy Alternatives

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes, see: http://www.sou.edu/sustainable/programs.html

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr. Steven Jessup - Multibeam Sonar Mapping and Modeling of a Bryophyte Mat in Crater Lake,
Oregon; Ancient Benthic Bryophyte Communities in Crater Lake.

Dr. Gregory Jones - International Society of Biometeorology Trump Travel Award, 2005; Oregon Wine
Industry Outstanding Service Award, 2010; Miegunyah Distinguished Fellowship, University of
Melbourne, 2008.

Dr. Charles Welden - Spreadsheet Exercises in Ecology and Evolution; Spreadsheet Exercises in
Conservation Biology and Landscape Ecology.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Yes, the SOU Center for the Environment, housed in the University’s College of Arts and Sciences, is

the newly-created home for important and wide-ranging programs and initiatives of Southern Oregon
University.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

%



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

A Green Purchasing policy has been drafted and is being reviewed by the Policy Committee prior to
approval by the President. | expect the policy to be approved in the next month.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

The Green Purchasing policy requires all wood to be certified to be substantially harvested by a
comprehensive, performance-based certification system. The certification system shall include
third-party audits, with standards equivalent to or stricter than, those of the Forest Stewardship Council.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

The Green Purchasing policy includes requirements for EPEAT-certified electronics.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

The Green Purchasing policy requires use of packaging that is reusable, recyclable, or compostable.
The policy states: "Eliminate packaging or use the minimum amount of packaging necessary for
product protection”.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.
No

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Bicycle racks (many of which are covered) are provided on campus. In SOU's new Higher Education
Center in Medford, shower facilities are provided for bicycle commuters. A student group, Ecology
Center of the Siskiyous (ECOS) is starting a Bike Program and hiring a Bike Program Coordinator.

ECOS has purchased a fleet of 10 new Kona Smoke bicycles to be used as day rentals. Also, used and
rebuilt bikes will be loaned out to students for entire terms.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes, Campus Public Safety provides free bus passes to faculty and classified staff upon request. The
University is studying funding opportunities to provide free bus passes to all students, faculty and staff.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

41 %

39% commute by a personal vehicle; 5% by carpool

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

86 %

76% by a personal vehicle; 10% by carpool



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Recycling receptacles are provided in convenient locations in campus buildings, frequently adjacent to
trash receptacles.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

No, but students implemented a pilot recycling project at one football game. Students also advocated
for and won approval for a "bottle-free” Spring Commencement.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, SOU composts yard waste from its grounds maintenance operations. SOU is also planning to
compost food waste from the central dining facility.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes, SOU is committed to waste-reduction goals. The University is looking at ways to enhance its
recycling program to divert more solid waste from being transported to the land fill.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

No



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes, see: http://www.sou.edu/president/pdf/Strat%20Plan%20rev111209.pdf

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, SOU employs a full-time Director of Campus Planning & Sustainability. SOU also has a
Sustainability Council and Climate Action Plan Team.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, in its Climate Action Plan SOU commits to the following emissions reductions:
By 2010, arrest the growth of greenhouse gas emissions and begin to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

By 2015, achieve greenhouse gas levels that are 5 percent below 1990 levels.

By 2020, achieve greenhouse gas levels that are 10 percent below 1990 levels.
By 2050, achieve climate neutrality.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes, the GHG inventory for FY2004-2008 has been submitted to the ACUPCC/AASHE.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

SOU has not yet achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions, but its net carbon emissions
have been reduced by the student fee-funded purchase of RECs and carbon offsets to offset 100% of
its natural gas and electricity consumption (9,041 metric tonnes of CO2 equivalent for FY2008).



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, information on about the SOU Foundation endowment fund is a significant part of the Foundation's
annual audit report, which is available upon request in writing and on the Foundation's web site. The
audit report is also a part of the IRS Form 990, which is similarly available.

Note, these responses are for the SOU Foundation only and do not reflect the portion of the University's
endowment managed by the Oregon University System.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Environmentally responsible investments are not a part of the SOU Foundation's investment criteria.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)
a) Bioware grinding and composting

b) Food waste composting

c) Inventory of T-12 fluorescent lamps in campus buildings

d) Heating and cooling recommendations for Cascade Residence Hall
e) Earth Day event planning

f) “Bottle-free” commencement

g) Bike rally to increase public awareness of excess CO2 in the atmosphere
h) Bicycle repair clinics
i) Community garden

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Students have participated in Recyclemania for the past two years.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes, SOU has set aside property in Roca Canyon in Ashland as a future arboretum.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes, SOU's Green Purchasing policy requires industrial and institutional cleaning products to meet
Green Seal certification standards.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes, SOU has an Outdoor Program that offers outdoor recreation activities. The SOU Foundation, in
partnership with the Siskiyou Field Institute, is developing the Deer Creek Center for Field Research
and Education on an 870-acre site in the Illinois River canyon, the Siskiyou Mountains, and the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area—one of the largest wilderness areas in the state of Oregon. The recently
opened Crater Lake Science and Learning Center is operated jointly by the National Park Service, the
Oregon Institute of Technology and and Southern Oregon University.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

SOU had a 56-kilowatt solar photovoltaic system installed on the roof of the Higher Education Center.
Insulation has been installed on the roofs of several campus buildings in roof replacement projects.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Through a student-initiated and approved Green Energy Fee, SOU purchases Renewable Energy
Certificates to offset 100% of its natural gas and electricity consumption (9,041 metric tonnes of CO2
equivalent for 2008). The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recognized Southern Oregon
University as its Individual Conference Champion for 2007-08 for purchasing more green power than
any other school in the Cascade Collegiate Conference. The EPA also recognized SOU as one of the
Top 20 largest purchasers among higher education institutions within the Green Power Partnership for
2008-2009. http://www.epa.gov/greenpower/documents/top20ed_july2009.pdf

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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