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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text1: University of Texas at Arlington
	Text2: Meghna Tare, Director of Sustainability
	Text3: 817-272-0753
	Text4: mtare@uta.edu
	Text5: Arlington, TX
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	Text17: 1.3
	Text18: 
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	Text22: 5
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: 
	Text27: 0
	Text28: only buildings completed in the past three years was Mac, CELB and ELB, none of which was LEED certified. The Engineering Research Building that is currently under construction and scheduled for completion the end of the CY will be LEED Silver. The Special Events Center (under construction) will be LEED Gold. 
	Text29: 0
	Text30: The Engineering Research Building that is currently under construction and scheduled for completion the end of the CY will included reclaimed water for landscaping.  
	Text31: 98.5
	Text32: There has several energy conservation projects completed that has changed out just about all the incandescent, T-12s and other such lighting to T-8s (32 watt then to 28 watt) where most of the light fixtures when from four lamps to three lamps, LEDs for exit lighting, and many of the rooms have been equipped with motor sensors.  Part of the second floor of ARDC still has T-12s and there are a couple 
	Text33: 48
	Text34: These are appliances in the apartments only.  They include washer/drier, stove, fridge, dishwasher.  
	Text35: Yes.  UT Arlington has just completed an Energy Conservation Project for $18,000,000.00 that includes the following:  Lighting Retrofits, Occupancy Sensor EMS Input, Transformers Upgrades, Steam Traps *, High Efficiency Motor Upgrades, Window Solar Film, EMS Recommissioning, Vending Machines, NanoFab Chiller. TEP Heat Exchanger, Power Factor Correction, CC Cooling Equipment, Replacements, Stadium Chiller Replacement. Wetsel Chiller Replacement. UTA has applied to the State of Texas Comptroller Office and the State Energy Conservation Office (SECO) for another energy conservation project for $10,000,000.00 where the application has passed two of the three evaluation processes.  The energy conservation measures are the same type as in the project above.  Approval is expected in the next thirty days. http://www.seco.cpa.state.tx.us/arra/sep/renewable/index 
	Text36: 5
	Text37: 
	Text38: 5
	Text39: 
	Text40: Yes
	Text41: 0
	Text42: 
	Text43: Yes, The Student cafeteria has a Vegan and Vegetarian stand.

	Text44: Yes
	Text45: We do not have a community garden at the moment. But we are working with a few organizations to establish one by the end of 2010 or early 2011.
	Text46: BS in Environmental Science
MS and PhD in Environmental and Earth Sciences
MS in City and Regional Planning with environmental emphasis
BS, MS and PhD in Civil Engineering with environmental engineering emphasis
Undergraduate Minor in Environmental and Sustainability Studies
 

	Text47: EE 4328. INTRODUCTION TO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SOURCES
CE 3334. PRINCIPLES OF ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING


	Text48: http://www.uta.edu/sustainability/Courses.php
 
	Text49: - First-ever Faculty Fellows on Sustainability. These fellowships will support the faculty members as they develop innovative curriculum for integrating sustainability and environmental stewardship into the courses they teach. Dr. Peggy Semingsen,Dr. Dannielle Joy Davis, and Dr. Wendy Casper
- UT Arlington and Washington State University are teaming up to launch a first-ever International Green Computing Conference in Chicago, IL. The conference will address key issues and topics related to energy efficiency in computing and promoting environmentally friendly computer technologies and systems. UT Arlington professor of computer science and engineering Ishfaq Ahmad 
	Text50: 1) CREST Center for Renewable Energy, Science, and Technology
2) Small Business Development Center (SBDC) for Enterprise Excellence
3) Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center (TMAC)

	Text51: N/A
	Text52: 
	Text53: We have 105 degree program, over 75 professors who are working/interested in the area of sustainability
	Text54: http://www.uta.edu/policy/procedures/4-2 

As an agency of the State of Texas and as a public institution of higher education, we have a responsibility to support matters of public policy. Accordingly, when possible, buyers give consideration in their award decisions to goods and services related to:
1) Energy-efficient products that contain the Energy Star rating
2) "Green" cleaning supplies and other applicable products
3) Rubberized asphalt paving material
4) Recycled motor oil and lubricants
5) Products produced at facilities located on formerly contaminated property
6) Recycled/remanufactured goods
7) Historically underutilized businesses (HUBs)
8) Local vendors
	Text55: 90
	Text56: No
	Text57: Currently, in our advertised solicitations, we do not specify anything regarding energy-saving products. There is a list of ‘Preferences’ that Bidders are given, and should check if applicable. 
	Text58: No
	Text59: No
	Text60:                           FY 2008-2009                      FY 2009-2010 (to date through February)
Shuttle                 46,833                                   41,182 (on pace to surpass last year’s totals)
Escorts                  6,453                                     3,845
Mav Mover            6,723                                     3,406
Total                      64,331                                   50,971
46,833 is the number of persons (students, staff, visitors) riding the shuttle on campus.  We currently have 7 buses and run 6 different routes on campus. The escort service is the service we provide on golf carts. The Mav Mover is the service we provide on Saturdays to transport students to nearby shopping (Walmart)
	Text61: Bicycle racks widely distributed across campus
UTA Police encourage bicycle registration. There are plans in the Master Plan to include more bike trails on campus.
	Text62: Yes, UTA is offering a Car Sharing Program (Connect by Hertz) to the students, faculty and staff in Fall 2010. Students can use a Web site or automated phone system to make a reservation for a few hours or even a few days. http://www.connectbyhertz.com/default.aspx?select=true 

UTA is also going to offer Carpool sharing program in Collaboration with NCTCOG
http://www.tryparkingit.com/ 

UTA will also explore a Bike Program to be implemented in Fall 2010

	Text63: 95
	Text64: 
	Text65: 100
	Text66: 
	Text67: 16.5  
	Text68: This number is for 2008. We participate in RecycleMania and are striving to increase this number. We have an onsite compost facility which meets the requirements of the Office of Facilities Management. The pre consumer waste from the Dining Services is collected and transported to the compost site.
	Text69: Yes, in all the offices.
	Text70: Yes. We do not have a football team but we do provide recycle bins for all big events on Campus. The new Specials Events Center (completed in 2012) and Engineering Research Building (completed in Spring 2011) have special built in spaces for Recycle bins. Compost bins will also be provided.
	Text71: Yes, We have an onsite compost facility which meets the requirements of the Office of Facilities Management. The pre consumer waste from the Dining Services is collected and transported to the compost site.
	Text72: UTA does not have a zero waste reduction goal.
	Text73: Yes, at closing in May.   We have three bins in all the five resident halls to collect clothing, toiletries, and nonperishable food items. This is in collaboration with Mission Arlington and Goodwill.
	Text74: http://www.uta.edu/sustainability/about/index.php 
	Text75: Yes, UTA has a full time Director of Sustainablity (Meghna tare). She coordinates all the Environmental and Sustainability initiatives for the university and heads the University's Sustainability Commitee which includes faculty, students, staff, City of Arlington, EPA, North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG), other public and private partners. 
	Text76: UTA has recently completed the Emissions Inventory.  Based on the analysis UTA is going to decide on a reduction goal (example 10% of 1990 levels by 2020). We will be publishing a Climate Action/Sustainablity Plan for UTA by the end of 2010.  UTA is a member of AASHE (Association for the Advancement of Science in Higher Education) and will be submitting a STARS (Sustainability Tracking,Assessment, and Rating System) by January 2011.
	Text77: Yes. UTA used the Clean Air Cool Planet tool kit to develop an Emissions Inventory. The data was collected for Scope 1,2, and 3 from the year 1990-2009. 
	Text78: UTA has just completed the Emissions Inventory. We will be setting goals and reduction targets this year using 2005 as a baseline year. The carbon emissions for UTA for 2007-08 is 97,635 MTeCO2
	Text79: Yes. The UT Board is fiduciary for four major endowment fund groups. The four major endowment fund groups are the Permanent University Fund (PUF), Permanent Health Fund (PHF), Long Term Fund (LTF) and Separately Invested Funds (SIFs)

http://www.utimco.org/funds/allfunds/2008annual/ar_ef.asp 
	Text80: No that specific but we have the University Sustainability Committee which is supported by the President's office. The Committee works in Collaboration with the Office of Sustainability on various projects related to energy efficiency, waste reduction, transportation, Sustainable Dining Services, Buildings and Developments. etc. The on-going purpose of the University Sustainability Committee (USC) is to propose means by which the University can meet or surpass environmental standards, conserve resources, and minimize waste. In addition, the committee reviews and benchmarks efforts made by higher education peers in order to propose a course of action for administrative decisions at the University of Texas at Arlington.
	Text81: - Since 1973, UT Arlington has had an aggressive energy conservation program dedicated to staying ahead of increasing fuel and utility costs and in doing so, keep down the impact on tuition and wages. One recently completed energy conservation project, for example, will save over $2,250,000 annually in utility and operations costs with simple payback of only 8 years and yield a total saving of $18,000,000. -UTA  has worked with Siemens Building Technologies (Siemens) to perform energy and infrastructure analysis of the campus facilities. The analysis identified 18 opportunities for “Energy Cost Reduction Measures (ECRMs),” which are facility improvements with the most potential for energy and operations savings while improving overall occupant comfort. Some of these ECRMs will include the addition of a new 4,000 ton satellite chilled water plant, transformer upgrades, comprehensive lighting retrofits, occupancy sensors, air handling unit replacement, high efficiency motor upgrades, and HVAC improvements to several buildings on campus (including the Arlington Regional Data Center, NanoFab lab building, Swift Center, Maverick Stadium and the Wetsel building). 
- UT Arlington is working with several energy service companies, the State Energy Conservation Office and the APPA Lone Star Program to pursue grants and loans for additional energy conservation. The ECRMs will continue to provide excellent simple paybacks, and several will qualify for the Texas and TXU Rebate Program Guidelines. Through these efforts and others, UT Arlington saves critical resources and operates with environmental, ethical and fiscal responsibility.
	Text82: Boback Firoozbakht (Alumnus)
(Habitat for Humanity)
Vinodh Valluri (Alumnus)
(North Central Texas Campus Climate Summit, Environmental Society)
Eleonor Hernandez (History)
(Arlington Info Shop - Bike Lending program)
Bhavana Kidambi (Landscape Architecture)
(Transit Oriented Development Project - Association of Student Landscape Architects)

	Text83: In the Fall and Spring of the 2009-2010 academic year, the UT Arlington OneBook program sponsored a series of campus evens relating to the subject of Sustainability. Besides academic presentations, OneBook sponsored a poster session on Sustainability, which was held on November 20 in the university student center. Over thirty-five students participated in this event, exhibiting their original research and creation in poster form. In a similar vein, OneBook sponsored an essay contest on Sustainability
	Text84: Not currently. But there are design and construction plans for a Village Green Park, south of the new special events center. The park has many sustainable features (native plants, etc)and will help SEC achieve LEED gold status.
	Text85: Yes, we have an indoor air quality policy.
http://www.uta.edu/policy/forms/ehs/IAQ_Program.pdf 
	Text86: Yes, UTA offers training site and technical expertise for composting classes offered by the City of Arlington.
Alternative Spring Break program- UTA volunteers working with the Catalina Environmental Leadership Program to do invasive plant removal, planting and transplanting, composting, hauling, painting, raking, trail building, seed collection, landscaping, mulching, gardening, beach clean-up, and scientific data collection http://www.uta.edu/stuact/volunteer/alternative-break.php 
	Text87: 1) Library has modified printing setup to 'print on both sides' by default to reduce paper wastage
2) Environmentally-friendly paper products are available through Maverick Printing, including 30% and 100% High Quality Post Consumer Content copier paper. Additionally, paper stock used for the University’s official stationery is 25% Cotton-30% PCC -60% Recycled
3) Mavericks Office Green Team- including a reception with the President, helpful guidelines and on-going consultation as needed
4) UT Arlington’s dining services provider, works to develop innovative product and service options 
including trayless dining, recycling, and eco-friendly cleaning products
5) UT Arlington is the first university in the state of Texas to join the Air North Texas collaborative.
	Text88: 1) USC funded a regional conference in Oct 2009 on climate change and campus Sustainability conducted by Environmental Society UT Arlington in collaboration with National Wildlife Federation.
2) UT Arlington has formally joined the AASHE (Association for the Advancement of Science in Higher Education) AASHE is an association of colleges and universities that are working empower higher education to lead the Sustainability transformation.
3) UT Arlington installed its first Green Roof in April 2008, which included roofing systems, irrigation, plant materials and about 30,000 pounds of soil
4) Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center (TMAC)
Located at the Automation & Robotics Research Institute of UT Arlington, TMAC collaborates with manufacturers to improve their competitiveness and Sustainability by identifying opportunities and implementing appropriate solutions in processes, operations, global competitiveness, and workforce development
5) Zero Waste Network- The Zero Waste Network, a part of UT Arlington’s Center for Environmental Excellence in the Division for Enterprise Development, collaborates with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to develop cost-effective methods to conserve natural resources
6) As a part of the University’s commitment to Sustainability as outlined in the campus Master Plan, the new Engineering Research Building and the Special Events Center will include many Sustainability elements — such as energy management systems, daylight harvesting, capturing rainwater for irrigation, and more — in an effort to achieve LEED certification. 
7) The Climate committee is working on reducing UTA's carbon footprint by developing an Emissions Inventory and a Sustainability Action Plan/Climate Change plan. 
8) The Mavericks Go Green facebook web site, created and updated by the communications work group, serves as the primary source of academic initiatives, news, events, and projects. 
9) UTA helps to promote year-round Sustainability events including City of Arlington’s EcoFest, Recyclemania, The Big Event, Celebrating People & Planet Earth Day festival. In partnership with the University's Sustainability Committee, UT Arlington Fort Worth Center and University Communications, UT Arlington serves as the exclusive Environmental Sponsor of the popular MAIN ST. Fort Worth Arts Festival in order to take the already environmentally-conscious event to an even greener level
10) Since 1973, UT Arlington has had an aggressive energy conservation program dedicated to staying ahead of increasing fuel and utility costs and in doing so, keep down the impact on tuition and wages. One recently completed energy conservation project, for example, will save over $2,250,000 annually in utility and operations costs with simple payback of only 8 years and yield a total saving of $18,000,000
11) The University of Texas at Arlington and the Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center (TMAC) offers workshop series to provide a coached implementation Environmental Management Systems training.
12) UT Arlington is an award-winning leader in recycling and composting. UT Arlington’s broad commitment to recycling accommodates paper, cardboard, plastic, aluminum, printer cartridges, scrap 


