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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of California, Berkeley

Contact name and title: Lisa McNeilly, Director of Sustainability
Contact phone: (510) 643-5907

Contact email: LMcNeilly@berkeley.edu

School’s city and state: Berkeley, CA

Number of students: approx. 34,000 (includes graduate)

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

2 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
47 o, Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
20 o Nuclear 16 o, Hydro 15 o Other Renewables (Total)

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

A co-generation steam plant on the UC Berkeley campus is operated by a third party. The electricity is
sold to the local utility, and the campus purchases all of the steam that is generated. Until 1986, the
campus operated this steam plant, hiring the third party when the operations were converted to co-gen.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

25 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Two projects, or 25% of major building projects, competed in the past 3 years have been LEED certified,
one at Silver and one at Gold. UC Berkeley requires that all new building projects outperform the
required provisions of the California Energy Code (Title 24) energy-efficiency standards by at least 20
percent; that all new buildings are built to a minimum standard equivalent to a LEED™ Silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

Reclaimed water is not yet a viable alternative to potable water since our utility reclaimed water line
does not extend all the way to campus. UC Berkeley, however, has reduced water usage by around
10% since 1990, through changes in irrigation usage, and other practices.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

78 %

The percentage of energy efficiency lighting has increased since last year, based on lighting retrofit
work completed in 2009. We have additional and extensive lighting retrofits planned over the next 3-4
years.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

15 %

We estimate that 15-20% of appliances on campus (including computers) are Energy Star-rated.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

The campus has committed to completing a large number of energy efficiency projects through our
Strategic Energy Plan (SEP), largely consisting of lighting, HVAC, and commissioning measures. The
SEP also includes energy efficiency measures in new construction and renovated buildings,
refrigerator and CRT monitor replacement, and the use of computer power management systems for
networked computers. These projects will cost $24 million in total (although the campus will receive
$8 million in incentives from PG&E) and will yield cost savings of at least $4 million per year and a
19,000 ton reduction in emissions. Please see our attached Addendum for more information.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

22 %

Through our work with “Buy Fresh, Buy Local” and its sister organization, CAFF (Community Alliance
with Family Farmers) as well as our purchases through traditional suppliers, depending upon the
season, up to 70% of the produce served is locally raised.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

8 %

Approximately 8% of our total food purchases is USDA certified organic. Please see our attached
Addendum for more information.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?
Yes, we do recognize the work of the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program and have

also worked with the Alaska Seafood Council which promotes their “wild caught” seafood. We use
wild caught (frozen) salmon, mackerel, as well as farm raised mussels and catfish.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

25 %

Approximately 25% of our entrees include meat protein. Our hamburgers are made with Niman
Ranch beef (free-range). We have sourced our turkey burgers, whole turkey breasts and legs from
Diestel Turkey Farms, a locally owned family farm which follows sustainable growing practices. In
addition, we use some chicken grown locally by Petaluma Poultry.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, absolutely. We have specific vegetarian and vegan options available at their own stations, and
we also produce additional veg/vegan options at other stations (pizza, soup, grill, etc).

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

We do sell bottled water at our retail locations, but our steps to promote tap water have reduced

bottled water consumption by 32%. Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

We currently have a small edible garden at our Clark Kerr Campus which is supported by Cal Dining
through the hiring of students who maintain the garden. Please see our attached Addendum for
more information.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

We offer at least 86 academic degrees with an environmental focus, including Conservation & Resource
Studies, Environmental Engineering, Environmental and Science Journalism, Environmental Economics,
Forestry and Natural Resources, and Molecular and Environmental Biology. In addition, we offer the
Engineering and Business for Sustainability (EBS) Certificate -- an initiative to train UC Berkeley
graduate students to understand the complexity and urgency of their role in engineering, business, and
environmental management. The full list can be found at: http://enviro.berkeley.edu/degreesundergrad
and at http://enviro.berkeley.edu/degreesgrad

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

UC Berkeley offers numerous clean technology and sustainability classes. Please see our attached
Addendum for more information on at least 35 of such classes.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes. Classes are listed at: http://enviro.berkeley.edu/courses

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

UC Berkeley has numerous outstanding professors in this field. Please see our attached Addendum
for more information.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

We have at least 90 research centers related to the environment and sustainability, including the
Berkeley Atmospheric Sciences Center, the Berkeley Water Center, Center for Green Chemistry,
Center for Law, Energy & the Environment, Haas Center for Responsible Business, and the
Renewable and Appropriate Energy Lab. Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No. However, there is an American Cultures requirement that includes a few environment themed optia
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

10 %

Approximately 35 departments (including English and History) out of 300 campus departments.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. UC Berkeley has set numerous sustainable purchasing requirements (see below list) and is
working on a multi-year action plan to expand our efforts.

1. Preferential purchase of Energy Star© appliances and equipment, with energy efficiency and
conservation features enabled.

2. Standard of 30% post consumer waste (PCW) recycled content paper for office use and 100% PCW
recycled content for uncut paper, including janitorial supplies.

Increasing the procurement of other products with high recycled content.

4. Work to phase in Green Seal Products.

5. Purchases of electronics products that have achieved EPEAT registration.

6. Minimize packaging waste.
7.
to

w

Establish take-back programs for packaging of electronics and other products and give preference
take-back programs that are provided free of charge.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

74 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

UC Printing Services offers Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper, having received their
certification in 2008. All of their digital printing jobs are run on recycled paper, and recycled alternatives
are recommended for offset printing. All paper trimmings leftover from the binding processare recycled.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

Yes. See above.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Bear Transit is UC Berkeley's shuttle system, servicing the campus and vicinity. Anyone can ride

our shuttles, either for free or a nominal fee, which provide convenient transportation between campus,
Downtown Berkeley BART, parking lots, Clark Kerr campus, the Hill area, residence halls, Richmond

Field Station (RFS), and north and south sides of campus. Bear Transit operates day and night and
provides over half-million rides a year.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Since 2005, there have been numerous program enhancements to promote bicycling as an alternative
to single occupant vehicle (SOV) trips. Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes, UC Berkeley offers a comprehensive package of alternative programs to encourage the use of

alternative transportation to reduce traffic and parking demand and contribute to the protection of the
environment. Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

T

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

a7 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

95%

This diversion rate includes construction waste. The diversion rate excluding construction waste is
34%.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, in general we have recycling bins next to trash receptacles, although there are places where they
are separate or missing.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

We have a mixed record for recycling at large events. We began recycling at football games this past
season, and recycling and composting are available to organizers of any size event. Several such
events -- Cal Staff Appreciation Day (2,500 attendees) and CalTopia (30,000 attendees; recycling
only), PlayGreen (7,000 attendees) have all recycled and composted in the past year.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, the campus composts almost 1,700 tons each year. We have achieved this level of composting
by having receptacles at all Dining Commons and a small number of other food service locations.
Composting is also made available to departments and campus special events.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
UC Berkeley is committed to achieving a 75% diversion rate by June 2012 and zero waste by 2020.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

ReUSE, the campus materials exchange, collects both clothing and small kitchenwares at the end of
the spring semester, for resale to the campus the following fall. The event is called the 2nd Chance
Sale. Areas are designated in each residence hall for drop off items the final two weeks of the spring
semester. Readers and used notebooks are also collected at the end of spring semester, and

redistributed for free during the fall student book swap event. All 5 of our units do clothing drives at the
end of each school year.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. The statement of UC Berkeley's Commitment to the Environment can be found at:
http://campuspol.chance.berkeley.edu/policies/environment.pdf. The campus has also crafted its first
sustainability plan, which defines a vision of long term sustainability and describes steps being taken to
achieve the vision. The Plan will guide future work on campus and establish a structure to identify and
achieve continuous improvement. (http://sustainability.berkeley.edu/os/pages/plan/).

In June 2009, Physical and Environmental Planning finalized amendments to the UC Berkeley 2020
Long Range Development Plan, Sustainable Campus chapter, to codify existing commitments to reduce
campus contributions to climate change and revised campus design goals. The amendments are also
supported by an Addendum to the environmental impact report that analyzed effects of the campus long
range development plan.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, the campus employs both a Director of Sustainability and a Sustainability Specialist. Both positions
are full-time.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

In April 2007, Chancellor Birgeneau adopted the Cal Climate Action Partnership (CalCAP) goal to
reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2014. Our 2009 Climate Action Plan
(http://sustainability.berkeley.edu/calcap/cap2009.html) documents how the campus plans to reduce its
greenhouse (GHG) emissions by one-third. We emphasize energy efficiency as a way to reduce the

campus' energy footprint through our Strategic Energy Plan (SEP) and has committed to a suite of
projects that could reduce emissions by up to 19,000 metric tons carbon equivalent.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. The University has completed inventories of our GHGs from 1990-2008. Our 2005-2008
inventories have been third party certified and are posted on the CA Climate Action Registry website.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

While we have not completed our 2009 emissions inventory, our emissions in 2008 were 1.7% higher
than in 2007, although our 2007 inventory revealed that total emissions were essentially flat relative to
2006.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

The UC Berkeley Foundation makes a list of endowment holdings available to trustees, senior
administrators, and other members of the school community. The list is also available to the public at:
http://www.ucop.edu/treasurer/

A list of investment managers is available online to the public. The foundation does not make the
shareholder voting record of its mutual funds and commingled funds public.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?
No. Most of the endowment is invested in mutual funds, index funds, corporate trusts, commingled

accounts, and limited partnerships. For the few direct equity investment accounts, the university
provides investment guidelines.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Private Equity/Venture Capital Funds or Fund of Funds have invested in environment or sustainable
businesses and therefore take into consideration said factors.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Our 2020 Long Range Development Plan describes the range of policies and programs related to land
use, including setting a hard limit on the growth in square footage over the next decade. There is a
designated natural landscape on campus along Strawberry Creek, which requires careful ecological
management, as well as protection from development and the impacts of adjacent development. The
natural preserves are comprised of two subzones: the riparian areas along the streamcourse, and other
rustic woodlands adjacent to these riparian areas. UCB also manages an Ecological Study Area,
Botanical Garden, and multiple nature preserves around the state.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. Our indoor air-quality policy is managed by our EH&S department, although there is no written
program. Our campus regularly achieves the LEED IEQ credits as a matter of our regular campus
building standards.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Please see our attached Addendum for more information.



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Please see our attached Addendum for more information.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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