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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text39: Dining Services is an active participant in the Real Food Challenge, which includes a paid Sustainable Food Coordinator.
	Text40: Yes, Dining Services contracts with Kanaloa Seafood, which supplies only sustainably harvested seafood to the dining commons.
	Text41: 36
	Text42: Dining Services currently has Meatless Mondays, where, as the name states, no meat is served in any of the dining commons on that day.
Dining Services only buys cage-free eggs, but this is not included in the meat percentage above.
	Text43: Yes.
Per the Dining Services web site (http://www.housing.ucsb.edu/dining/our-program.htm):
Nutritionally balanced meals meet a myriad of dietary needs 
Menus are designed to include choices for vegans, vegetarians and those who want a low fat diet 
 
	Text44: Yes.  However, there is an increasing number of water fountains outfitted with filtered water spigots for reusable bottles.
	Text45: Yes, the Greenhouse and Garden Project located near the stadium on campus.  It offers plot rentals to students, staff, and faculty, who are required to use organic gardening practices (no pesticides, no chemical fertilizers, etc.)  It is also used for a sustainable agriculture course in Environmental Studies
	Text46: Environmental Science & Management (MESM, PhD); Environmental Studies (BS, BA); Ecology & Evolution (BA/BS, MA, PhD); Geography (BA/BS, MA, PhD); 
	Text47: ES 105 - Solar and Renewable Energy; ES 115 - Energy and the Environment; ES 118 - Industrial Ecology: Designing for the Environment; ESM 288 - Energy Technology and the Environment; ESM 297-1S - Alternative and Renewable Energy Law & Policy; 
	Text48: Yes, we provide the names departments that house sustainability-related courses.
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/academics/students-courses.php#students
	Text49: John Bowers - ARRA Energy Frontier Research Center Grant ($19M), Discover Magazine list of top 100 achievements, PC World Technical Excellence Award for Best Semiconductor Technology (silicon photonics);  Jeff Dozier - Pecora Award, NASA Public Service Award, Microsoft's Jim Grey eScience Award (snow hydrology/climate change); Thuc Quyen Ngyuen - Sloan Award (organic semiconductors); Shuji Nakamura - Harvey Prize, Finland's Millennium Technology Award(semicondutors); David Cleveland and Eric Matthys - Faculty Sustainability Champions (sustainable agriculture and energy efficiency, respectively).
	Text50: Bren School of Env Sci & Mgmt; Inst for Energy Efficiency; Ctr for Energy Efficient Design; Inst for Solid State Lighting; Program on Governance for Sust Development; Research Program on Energy & Water Sust; UC Ctr for Energy & Enviro Econ; Inst for Computational Earth Syst Sci; Climate Hazards Group; Natl Ctr for Ecol Analysis & Synthesis; Literature and the Env; Sustainability through Writing 
	Text51: The Academic Senate Sustainability Working Group currently has one in the works, not in effect yet.
	Text52: 74
	Text53: 37 out of ~50 campus departments
	Text54: We have sustainable purchasing policies for recycled-content paper, Energy Star appliances, and sustainable furniture that were approved by the Chancellor in the fall of 2009.  They are currently going through the policy formatting/review process to be formalized as official campus policies.  
We also have an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing catalog available to departments.  Currently, 52% of office supplies purchased on campus have recycled content.
	Text55: 78
	Text56: Yes (Aspen).
	Text57: We encourage EPEAT purchases, but no policy.
	Text58: Yes. Reduced box size, more items in a single box, reduced amount of filler materials, and filler materials with higher recycled content.
	Text59: Yes, on commodity-specific UC Strategic Sourcing agreements there is a requirement for energy-saving measures to be enabled.
	Text60: We provide free bus passes for students to ride the local bus system and subsidized bus passes for staff and faculty who choose not to purchase parking permits.
An on-campus shuttle is not applicable on our campus.
	Text61: We provide 10,000+ secured bike parking spaces, 40 secured bike lockers, and free showers for bike commuters, plus the campus has extensive Class I bike paths that continue into the surrounding communities.  In addition, we provided transportation home in emergencies and offer hourly car rentals (Zip Car) for non-emergencies.

They promote biking to campus with Bike to Work Week events with free food and prizes.

UCSB won the Bike Friendly Business Gold Award from the League of American Bicyclists this year.
	Text62: The campus has a Transportation Alternatives Program for people who choose not to purchase a parking permit.  The incentives for not purchasing a permit are subsidized bus passes for staff/faculty (free for students), subsidized vanpool program, 57 complementary hours of free parking on campus per quarter, and the Emergency Ride Home Program.  In addition, TAP members can sign up for Zip Car for a $0 enrollment fee.
http://tap.ucsb.edu/
	Text63: 19
	Text64: 
	Text65: 53
	Text66: 
	Text67: 69
	Text68: 
	Text69: We provide 78 recycling clusters, which includes trash, all over campus outside.  We are currently working on improving the indoor recycling program so there is recycling next to each trash can (right now you must recycle at the recycling clusters outside).
	Text70: Yes, recycling is provided for major campus events by Associated Students Recycling in conjunction with our local trash hauler, MarBorg.
	Text71: Yes, we compost all pre-consumer food scraps and green waste.  In one dining facility we also compost post-consumer waste and hope to expand the program once our trash hauler can accommodate the volume.  In addition, Ellison Hall and the AS Dept of Public Worms have vermicomposting that composts food waste from some departments on campus.
	Text72: Yes, we are committed to 50% diversion by 2008 (achieved), 75% diversion by 2012, and zero waste by 2020.
	Text73: Yes.  Every year during move-out UCSB Student Affairs organizes GIVE (Great Isla Vista Extravaganza), which collects unwanted items from both on and off-campus residents moving out for the summer.  The items are then sold to the public during a two-day rummage sale.  The money earned from the sales is donated to local programs for underprivileged youth in Isla Vista.
	Text74: We have a Campus Sustainability Plan endorsed by the Chancellor, plus sustainability language included in our Long Range Development Plan and Strategic Academic Plan. http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/plan/sustainability_plan.php
http://facilities.ucsb.edu/_client/pdf/planning_ellwood/lrdp_03_21_08/LrdpSmall.pdf
http://evc.ucsb.edu/strategic.academic.plan/Academic_Plan_2007-2025.pdf

	Text75: Yes, there is a full-time sustainability coordinator, plus multiple part-time staff involved in sustainability-related  programs.  We also have a high-level Chancellor's Sustainability Committee that has several senior faculty and two Nobel Laureates as members.
	Text76: Yes, we have completed a Climate Action Plan that sets our goals at 2000 levels by 2014, 1990 levels by 2020, and net zero by 2050.
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/plan/climate_plan.php
	Text77: Yes, we have been completing them annually through the California Climate Action Registry since 2004.
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/plan/emissions_reports.php
	Text78: Yes. Since we began calculating GHG emissions in 2004, we have decreased our MT CO2e per square foot by 16%, even though two very high energy intensive buildings (Engineering Science Building and California Nanosystems Institute) came on line during that period of time.
	Text79: Endowment is controlled by the Office of the President and not transparent.
	Text80: It would be housed in the Office of the President, but there is none that I know of.
	Text81: We have requirements not to invest in companies that sell tobacco, alcohol, and fire arms, etc. but none that specifically address sustainability. 
	Text82: Yes, the Environmental Affairs Board - one of the largest and longest-running environmental student groups in the state. They approach local businesses and provide them with carbon-reducing alternatives for running their business.  This group participated in the Carrot Mob this year and got a local business (IV Market) to agree to spend $20,000 in retrofits to make their business more energy efficient. They were involved in the 350 Day of Action where they kayaked out to an oil platform in the name of climate change.  They sent 24 delegates to Power Shift in Washington DC to lobby Congress for green job formation and clean energy.  About 20 EAB members went to Copenhagen to participate in the climate talks and were members of a faculty/student panel upon their return to discuss the outcome.  They go to local schools and teach kids about the environment.  They were integral in starting trayless dining here.   
	Text83: *Our Green Campus Program has an annual energy competition between all the residence halls on campus.  Student residents in each hall are challenged with reducing their per student energy use over a period of time. http://www.ucsbgreencampus.com/#/energy-competition/4534842971
*Some Mechanical Engineering students have participated in the Shell Eco-marathon competition, the high fuel efficiency (500-1500 MPG) vehicle prototype competition.  They design cars to go the farthest on the least amount of fuel.  They have participated in this competition the last three years.
	Text84: UCSB has a total of 1088 acres, of which 271 are protected as Ecologically Sensitive Habitat and managed by the Cheadle Center for Biodiversity and Ecological Restoration (CCBER) or Coal Oil Point Reserve using only local native species.  Housing and Residential Services supports the management of portions of its land ~ 25 of 160 total acres (w/ buildings) with native species and considers invasive issues in its more traditional landscaping. Facilities management oversees management of 188 acres of planted areas that are primarily drought tolerant species with some native landscaping.
In addition, the UCSB campus oversees seven natural reserves in various locations across California.
	Text85: Yes.  We have a Construction IAQ Management Plan for construction and renovation projects.  We also have a purchasing policy that requires the purchase of Green Seal cleaning supplies, and a Green Cleaning Policy that requires custodians to only use the cleaning products purchased by the campus.
	Text86: Yes, due to our fortunate location next to the ocean and minutes from a mountain range, plus UCSB's seven natural reserves all over the state, we offer a number of nature-based courses -- too numerous to name in the space allowed.  Examples: marine courses use the ocean and/or Goleta Slough for the laboratories sections; Biogeography courses go into the Santa Ynez Range to Sedgwick Reserve; Geology courses go to Santa Ynez, Death Valley, etc.; a Mountain Snowpack course taught in Mammoth Lakes; etc.    In addition, we offer courses for students, staff, and faculty through the Adventure Program that have courses in canoeing, kayaking, rock climbing, river rafting, sailing, etc.
	Text87: We started trayless dining in all the dining commons - it has reduced overall food waste by 54% allowing them to purchase less food up front. The money saved has allowed dining to begin purchasing 100% cage-free eggs & fair trade coffee. Our Chancellor's Sustainability Committee drafted 8 sustainability policies for the campus in the areas of alt energy goals, alt transportation purchases, bike parking/paths for new construction, green buildings (min LEED Gold), recycled paper purchasing, Energy Star purchasing, sustain furniture purchasing, and sustain lab assessments. All policies were approved by the Chancellor and are now undergoing the official policy review process. We began a three-year, $17M energy efficiency upgrades project. We hosted a state-wide higher ed sustain conference. Awarded the first faculty Sustainability Champion. Commenced an Athletics sustainability rivalry with Cal Poly SLO. 
	Text88: *UCSB started one of the first sustainable laboratories group - Laboratory Researchers and Technical Staff (LabRATS) - that provide sustainability assessments of research labs on campus and educates them on how to be more sustainable.  The group was written up in Science Magazine and received the Labs21 Going Beyond Award.  The group also started the Chemical Surplus Exchange Program and the Equipment Exchange Program to offer up unwanted chemicals and equipment for other labs that may need them, instead of disposing of the waste.  http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/LARS/
*Last year a group of students started the Program for the Assessment and Certification for the Environment and Sustainability (PACES) - a program that assesses individual departments on their level of sustainability and helps them promote more sustainable behaviors to their staff/faculty.
http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/committees/docs/PACES_Presentation11.09.09.pdf
*In 2004, a small group of staff, faculty, and students started the Sustainability Change Agents.  Today the group has close to 80 members representing 11 functional areas (academics, built environment, communications, energy, food, laboratories, landscaping, procurement, transportation, waste, and water).  Each area advises the Chancellor's Sustainability Committee on policy recommendations for the campus, and the chairs of each area meet once a month.
*In 2006, the undergraduate and graduate students voted to "tax" themselves $2.60/quarter to create a grant program that funds sustainability projects on campus.  Since then, The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) has gone through four funding cycles and given out ~$600,000 to various projects covering all facets of campus sustainability.  In addition, UCSB was the first UC campus to approve this fund - now four additional UC campuses have TGIF programs.  http://sustainability.ucsb.edu/tgif
*UCSB was the first organization in the world to have a building that received LEED Double Platinum - New Construction (2002) and Existing Building (2009).
*UCSB was the first campus in the UC system to create a Faculty Sustainability Champion program (funded partially by TGIF), in which the Academic Senate Working Group on Sustainability selects a faculty member doing extraordinary work in sustainability who will then teach a freshman seminar on a sustainability-related topic, spread the word of UCSB campus sustainability, and hold a public presentation, including the Santa Barbara community, to cap off the year.


