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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: university of Southern California

Contact name and title: Matthew Oden, Sustainability Program Manager
Contact phone: 213 - 281 - 0870

Contact email: moden@usc.edu

School’s city and state: Los Angeles, CA

Number of students: ~35,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: MO pATE: 3/18/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

44 % Coal 6 % Wind 1 9% Biomass
26 o Natural Gas <1 9% Solar 2 % Geothermal
9 9 Nuclear 7 o Hydro <1 o Other LADWP Website "other"

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

notes
%

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We have built 9 buildings in the past 3 years, 2 of which will be finished and occupied by June of 2010.
These 2 cost in excess of $200 million and will both like receive a LEED GOLD rating. Additionally, we
recently opened our new Film School building which is our most energy efficient building on campus. We

did not go through the LEED rating process formally, but this building would have received at least LEED
Silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

unk

%

We do not have this information, but there is a significant portion that are energy star or equivalent.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

USC has completed it's last formal Energy Efficiency program and is currently in the process of
developing a new Energy Efficiency program. Energy retrofit projects are continuously being
developed in conjunction with space renovations and for high energy use end-uses such as
conversion of constant volume systems to variable volume systems, chiller plants and
retro-commissioning.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

L %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0O %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

All of our dining operations seafood are farm raised.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

0 9

At the present time we do not use grass fed cattle and free range chicken.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Not presently, but we anticipate achieving this goal next academic year.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
YES

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes, the Office of Sustainability recently launched a community garden to the north of our University
Park campus in partnership with a non-profit (Urban Farming) and student groups. The produce is
grown organically (no synthetic pesticides) and uses low-flow drip irrigation to conserve water.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

(B.A.): Earth Sciences, , Environmental Studies (Business), Environmental Studies (Geography,
Environmental Studies (Public Policy and Management), Environmental Studies (Social Sciences),
Health and Humanity, Interdisciplinary Studies, Planning and Development,

(B.S): Mechanical Engineering (Petroleum Engineering), Industrial and Systems Engineering,
Environmental Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Civil Engineering (Building Science), Civil
Engineering (Environmental Engineering), Global Health, Environmental Studies (Chemistry),
Environmental Studies (Biology), Environmental Studies (Earth Sciences)

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Air Pollution Control, Alternative Energy Technologies and Options, Design of Environmentally Benign
Process Plants, Design of Solid and Hazardous Waste Engineering Systems, Ecological Factors in
Design, Environmental Biotechnology/Bioremediation, Environmental Engineering, Industrial Ecology -

Technology Environment Interaction, Modern Alternative Energy Conversion Devices, Energy and
Power for a Sustainable Future, Sustainability in the Environment: Infrastructures, + more see courses

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://sustainability.usc.edu/sustainability _courses

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Please see complete list of 27 researchers here: http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?
key=tcgnLzld-1lUd7vT5wzydRg&single=true&gid=0&output=html

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

USC Center for Sustainable Cities (http://www.usc.edu/schools/sppd/csc/), USC Energy Institute
(http://energy.usc.edu/), Loker Hydrocarbon Research Institute
(http://www.usc.edu/dept/chemistry/loker/), USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies
(http://college.usc.edu/wrigley/home/index.cfm), Society and Business Lab (http://marshall.usc.edu/sbl)

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

NO

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

30 %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.
NO

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

UNK %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Our bookstore sells FSC certified paper internally and our mailing dept. also supplies internally — their
contract is currently renewed and will be 100% post-consumer and/or FSC, many internally depts.
Order 10%-+, toilet paper and paper towels.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, we currently operate 24 buses with coverage around the clock as well as Campus Cruiser, a

student run “safe ride” home program, which consists of 29 vehicles and 125 student drivers. The hours
of operation for Campus Cruiser are 5:00pm to 2:45am — seven days a week.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We have hosted bike sales and bike racks have been conveniently located throughout campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes, all of our alternate transportation programs (e.g. public transit, carpool and vanpool) are partially
subsidized by the university and/or provide additional benefits for those participating. For instance, the
vanpool is subsidized approximately 40% by the university the remaining cost going to the riders. We
also offer discount mass transit passes and discounted parking permit prices for those who choose to

carpool. In addition to the subsidies we offer a guaranteed free ride home for commuters, three free
parking permits per month, and reserved parking spaces.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

34 %

Approximately 34% of students drive to campus based on parking permits which have been issued by

semester. However, this does not account for students who drive to the university and purchase daily
parking permits, use parking meters or another means of parking.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

28 %
Approximately 28% of faculty/staff drive to campus based on parking permits which have been issued

by our organization on an annual basis. However, this does not account for faculty/staff that drive to the
university and purchase daily parking permits, use parking meters or another means of parking.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

54%

We also have additional targeted recycling programs including pipette tip box recycling for labs,
e-waste pickup service, printer cartridge recycling, and construction debris recycling. Furthermore, our
waste on campus is not locked, which allows individuals to collect most recyclable materials of value.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
NO

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
YES

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

We compost our kitchen waste at several of our large dining facilities.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
No

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, we have engaged California Recycles to help us administer this program. We will provide shoes

and clothing bins, can food bins, and an e-waste truck and locations throughout our housing units both
on and off campus.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. Please see

http://green.usc.edu/content/usc-board-trustees-takes-green-step-forward-passing-six-campus-sustaina
bility-resolutions

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. Full-time. Sustainability Program Manager.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

We have not established energy savings goals, as of yet, but are in the process of doing so.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

USC has embarked on it's Carbon Emissions tracking, so a comprehensive benchmark is currently
being established. For USC, (UPC + HSC campuses) electric usage decreased by 800,000 kwh for FY
09 as compared to FYO08 resulting in power company reduced carbon emissions.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

USC has embarked on it's Carbon Emissions tracking, so a comprehensive benchmark is currently
being established. For USC, (UPC + HSC campuses) electric usage decreased by 800,000 kwh for FY
09 as compared to FYO08 resulting in power company reduced carbon emissions.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.
No

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

We provide our investment managers with general guidelines that determine our proxy votes.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Yes, we invest in renewable energy funds or similar investment vehicles on an ongoing basis.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

We have the largest chapter of the Beyond Coal Campaign. Our undergraduate student goverment has
passed several initiatives. The senior gift campaign put a solar initiative fund on the 2010 ballet. We
have 14 student environmental groups/org that regularly hold events and organize opportunities for
students to be engaged. Students helped to start a community garden. Student leaders participate on
the Sustainability Steering Committee. To many initiatives to list. Student groups include: CALPIRG,
Environment 1st, ALIVE - Always Living in View of the Environment, URSC - University Residential
Student Community, USG - Undergraduate Student Government, GPSS - Graduate and Professional
Student Senate, Engineers without Borders, Net Impact, Environmental Studies Major, Earthly
Creations, The Fishbowl, Greek Life, Political Student Assembly, Res. Advisor Association, + more.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Engineering team took 3rd place in LEED competition
(http://viterbi.usc.edu//news/news/2009/usc-leed-team.htm).

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. We maintain a swath of land on our University Park Campus that is the largest section of urban

forest in the City of Los Angeles. It contains a large amount of mature trees that provide critical habitat to
animal life.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. We have an extensive indoor air quality program. Please see:
http://capsnet.usc.edu/ehs/IndustrialHygine/IndoorAirQuality/documents/IndoorAirQualityProgram. pdf

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. USC Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies (http://college.usc.edu/wrigley/home/index.cfm)
offers outdoor programs that are open to the entire community. There are also numerous outdoor
recreation groups that people can join (http://sait.usc.edu/recsports/site_content/club_sports/clubs.asp).
We also have opportunities for people to be involved in the community garden project.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Purchased (8) Propane powered buses for our internal transit operation. Switched to an organic based
source of nitrogen in the fertilizers used on turf and planter beds. Changed to a drip line system as our
standard for irrigation systems in shrub areas. All new or renovated areas are using drought tolerant
plant material. Installed green carpeting. Changed our daily cleaning chemicals to “green” labeled
chemicals in our housing and supplied recycling bins in every unit. Testing a fully sustainable water
cooler in some departments. Purchased an environmental management system software package to
track all of our environmental metrics and we are working to roll out across all units. Board of trustees
passed sustainability resolutions. Became a partner in Cleantech Los Angeles, we rolled out a green
office certification program and have trained 175 people.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

We initiated a program that donates prepared, but unused and un-served food to the Los Angeles
Mission.

All of our residential dining venues went tray-less last fall.

We initiated a vegetarian an d vegan food serving and preparation program in the residential
dining venues.

We are currently working out the throughput logistics for 100% post-consumer product recycling
in all our venues.

We also anticipate moving to 100% biodegradable cleaners in all our kitchens in the next several
months.

Please see our website for details: http://hospitality.usc,.edu/Sustainabiity.aspx

We have the largest fleet of zipcars in the U.S., 2000 member enrollment in Zimride, Enterprise Rent A
Car on campus.

Starting in the fall of 2010, we will begin our green initiative contests between dorms and apartments.
We will try a black out day (5 hours). We will continue to explore initiatives.

Launching 200 live energy dashboards in summer 2010 for our core building on 2 campuses.
We had an energy reduction competition across 185 bldgs last spring during earth week.

We launched a Sustainability portal (green.usc.edu)

We built our first 2 LEED bldgs.

+ MORE (Please see green.usc.edu and university newspaper site)

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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