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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of Wisconsin-Stout

Contact name and title: Sarah Rykal, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 715.232.5254

Contact email: rykals@uwstout.edu

School’s city and state: Menomonie, Wi

Number of students: 9015

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:_ SR pATE: 3/19/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

Electricity is purchased from Xcel Energy,which utilizes coal fired plants, nuclear plants, and
hydro-electric plants for supplying power.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

44 o Coal % Biomass
56 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

0% of our buildings are LEED certified. However, all new construction on our campus is built to the
equivalent of LEED silver, including our newest building, Jarvis Science Wing.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

%

We have no way to measure this request at this time.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%
We currently require the purchase of energy star certified products whenever the option is available.
5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Anytime we do a new project, the project is designed to 30% above Wisconsin building code for
energy savings, which would be the equivalent LEED silver.



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

We are not able to determine this accurately.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

%

Less than 1%.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

No.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

80-85 o

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

No, however we have partnered with the Menomonie community to implement a community garden,
which will be used by students for experiential learning opportunities. The garden will be
implemented this spring.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Yes.

B.S. in Applied Science with an Environmental Science Concentration

B.S. in Sustainable Management

Sustainable Design & Development minor
Environmental Studies minor

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes.

Sustainable Engineering

Sustainable Design and Development Capstone
Sustainable Engineering Capstone

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

The Sustainable Design & Development minor offers a listing of sustainability courses:
http://www.uwstout.edu/programs/minors/sdd/m_sdd.pdf

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr. Charles Bomar is the director of the International Orthoptera Society and has published over 50
peer-reviewed articles in his field.

Dr. Stephen Nold studies the ecology of bacteria in aquatic environments and has funding from the
National Science Foundation.

Dr. Forrest S. Schultz utilizes nanotechnologies to embrace opportunities to improve environmental

impacts of society. He has a patent pending on a solar coating for solar panels. He is working with a
regional business to develop environmentally friendly products.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

No.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

%

This number has not been calculated.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

We currently require the purchase of energy star certified products whenever the option is available.
The University Housing laundry contract requires all front-loading washers, which uses much less water
than top-loading machines. Since 2006, the Niche, Stout’s student-run retail store, has purchased
USAD-organic food and Fair-Trade products for resale. In 2008, the Niche has partnered with the
World of Good Company to sell Fair-Trade products. The World of Good was founded in 2004 to
create sustainable, market-based solutions to global poverty alleviation. Through a series of strategic
relationships with online and offline retail partners, the company creates opportunities for thousands of
marginalized artisans around the world to gain access to a rapidly growing segment of consumers who
are looking to make informed, educated, and socially-responsible decisions when they shop.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

The paper companies we buy from are involved in FSC, but not to the level of copier paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

The Hewlett Packard notebooks procured for the student computer notebook program are shipped and
delivered in bulk-packaging in lieu of individual notebook packaging. The outer shell of these bulk
packages is also reusable for future deployments.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

We currently require the purchase of energy star certified products whenever the option is available.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

We offer a shuttle on the second Saturday of each month, which shuttles students to shopping venues.
Otherwise, we do not offer a full-time shuttle service

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We are currently setting up a bikeshare program for students, which we hope to launch by Fall 2010. In
addition, we have made efforts to make it more convenient to bike to campus, such as adding more
bike racks, some permanent and some temporary when we see peak usage. We are considering a

plan to increase the number and convenience of bike parking areas. We have created convenient bike
lanes through campus that link to City arterials.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

The City of Menomonie does not offer any public transportation. UW-Stout offers an online RideBoard
to students, faculty, and staff, which is frequently used. In fall 2008, the Sustainability coordinator held
the first UW-Stout Green Commuter Pledge, aimed at reducing the number of vehicle trips to and from
campus. It encouraged staff/off-campus students to choose more environmentally friendly methods of
commuting (non-motorized transportation, carpooling, down-sizing or using hybrid or electric vehicles).
The purpose of the pledge was to motivate the campus community to change its commuting habits in
small and large ways and help reduce the university’s carbon footprint. Recently the Chancellor has
modified regulations to make rollerblading and skateboarding more attractive. Both motorcycle and mo

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
%

Approximately 50% of students living in university housing have a permit for a vehicle.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

%

Based on our permit sales, it appears that most faculty and staff drive to work.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%

We have not formally calculated these numbers. However, we recycle mixed paper, shredded paper,
corrugated, glass, plastic, aluminum, tin, scrap metal, shrink wrap, scrap wood, batteries, light bulbs,
ballasts, ink jet cartridges, laser jet cartridges, cooking oil, motor olil, oil filters, and appliances.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, in most cases. In some locations, there is no need for recycling containers and in other
locations, there is no need for trash containers.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes. Compostable materials are being collected from all back of house dining locations on campus.
This includes kitchen and dish room waste. We are also collecting compostable waste from customer
(post-consumer waste) in situations where we have control of the end product, such as a catered
event. We are currently piloting a post-consumer collection in one food court.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

There is no way we can be totally waste free. Every effort is being made to collect all of the possible
recyclable items. We have trash sorting events where we empty dumpsters and sort what is in them
and display it to the campus. We have had recycling competitions in the Residence Life areas. Our
biggest challenge is getting faculty to cooperate with the recycling program.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, at a central collection site.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes, we have included sustainability as a main focus of our Strategic Plan and our University Priorities:
http://www3.uwstout.edu/geninfo/stratplan.cfm

We are committed to updating our Climate Action Plan on a regular basis.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, we have an Environmental Sustainability Office headed by the Environmental Sustainability
Coordinator, which is a full-time position. The Environmental Sustainability Coordinator chairs the

Environmental Sustainability Steering Committee, which provides oversight for campus sustainability
initiatives.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, we have a Climate Action Plan that is part of our Strategic Planning process. This plan lays out

goals to reduce emissions with a phase one target date of 2015. This is available on UW-Stout's
website and on the AASHE website.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes, we do an annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions Report, which is available on the AASHE website.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

The Stout Foundation publishes an annual balance sheet, and will make its investments available upon
request. Because of recent budget challenges because investments declined precipitously in the
economic slowdown, we are not publishing a lengthy annual report with donor listings.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Our Foundation investments are under the purview of the Budget and Finance Committee. That
committee works with our investment manager at RBC Dain Rauscher to make sure the Foundation’s
investment policy is followed. We do not, however, have provisions in that policy at this time to invest
with environmental issues in mind. The Budget and Finance Committee has discussed this at its annual
meeting with the investment manager, but has not formally implemented changes to the policy to date.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

The Stout Foundation’s investment policy does not have a focus on socially and environmentally
responsible investing at this time. Given the severe decline in our investments over the past few years,
the Budget and Finance has decided not to sell existing investments and move in another direction.
They have agreed to consider the idea as circumstances improve, though have set no timeline to do so.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)
A group of UW-Stout engineering students created a scaled down version of a methane digester,

modeled after EIk Mound's 5 Star Dairy's 750,000 gallon digester. This digester will be used to “test”
combinations of food waste for potential use in an industrial scale methane digester.

Two UW-Stout Sustainable Design & Development students conducted a sustainability assessment and
created a sustainability plan for a local brewery.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?
No.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

No.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes, we use environmentally friendly cleaning products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

1. We have begun composting, diverting approiximately 2-2.5 tons of food waste from the landfill each
week.

2. We have implemented a RideBoard to encourage carpooling among students, faculty, and staff.
3. We have implemented a Bachelor of Science in Sustainable Management.

4. We have hired a full-time Sustainability Coordinator, when in previous years the position has only
been part-time.

5. Our students are working on a number of sustainability projects for the campus and the community,
including energy audits of buildings and improving the water quality of the nearby lake.
6. We have developed and will soon be implementing a community garden, which students can utilize.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

We offer a Green Learning Community, a residential community for freshmen students who can learn
more about living green and adopt practices that support a green lifestyle.

UW-Stout has been the number one campus in the UW-System for energy efficiency for over ten years.

UW-Stout offers a Sustainability Workshop to incoming freshman students. Students learn about
alternative transportation, energy conservation, water conservation, waste reduction, and recycling.

UW-Stout’s University Housing won third place in the 2009 Best Practices Awards competition held by
the Central Association of College and University Business Officers (CACUBO) for its Don’t Blow the
Bulb Residence Hall Energy Competition.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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