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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: The University of Dayton

Contact name and title: Kurt Hoffmann, Environmental Sustainability Manager
Contact phone: 937-229-3087

Contact email: hoffmakd@notes.udayton.edu

School’s city and state: Dayton, OH

Number of students: 11,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

95 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
5 9% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

This is the mix reported to us (approximate) from our utility, Dayton Power & Light.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

We have a semi-decentralized system comprised completely of highly efficient natural gas boilers that
provide both heat and hot water to our campus. Our central plant services about 50% of campus

spaces, and is supplemented by several satellite systems which serve the buildings furthest from the
central plant.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

0 %
Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We currently have no certified spaces, however 2 of our buildings were designed to achieve at least
basic LEED certification. We have not sought recognition for these buildings due to cost constraints.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

30-40 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

90+ %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

65 %

Campus policy states that we must give preference to Energy Star-rated appliances when available.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Our energy manager has worked with our utility to secure rebate funding available for these
kinds of projects. Recent ones include a lighting retrofit in our campus library which showed energy
conservation of 65%. We have also embarked on a massive planned maintenance program in which
we are testing motor efficiency in HYAC equipment, rebuilding and replacing components as needed.
This year we also established set points for campus spaces and worked diligently to ensure we met
thermal comfort standards while saving energy.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

15%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

<5 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Our suppliers follow their own vendor code of conduct when it comes to their seafood sourcing, and
assure us that while our purchases aren't labeled by the MSC, they are eco-friendly.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

65+ %

This depends on the definition of 'entree’.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

no garden or farm at this time. Dining Services is exploring how we might initiate a campus organic
garden, from which campus food purchasing could be supplemented.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.
An undergraduate interdisciplinary minor in Sustainability, Energy and the Environment was launched in

the Fall of 2009. It joins other academic programs in Environmental Biology, Environmental Geology,
and Clean and Renewable Energy to further diversify our sustainability curriculum.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Our engineering department offers an entire master's degree in clean and renewable energy, which
prepares students for careers in clean technology, energy efficiency and the engineering of renewable

systems from design to installation and operation. Undergraduate students are eligible to take these
courses.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://see.udayton.edu/Curriculum_Node/ and
http://www.udayton.edu/engineering/aos_content/ms_renewable_clean_energy.php

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dr. Kelly Kissock, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Dr. Kevin Hallinan, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering

Both lead the Clean and Renewable Energy Master's program, the first of it's kind in the nation. Both
lead the Building Energy Center, which serves industrial customers in the Dayton region and across
the country performing building energy audits and creating energy management plans for complex
industrial operations.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

University of Dayton Research Institute is one of the top Catholic university research centers. Some of
the nearly $100 million in research performed here annually is sustainable in nature. UDRI works with
the Air Force currently on projects to make planes lighter and more efficient using advanced
composites and biofuels.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

no
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

50+ %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

The University purchases only energy-star rated appliances when the option is available, and has
reduced its purchase of copier paper by 40-50% over the past several years. No comprehensive policy
is currently in place, but one is being developed.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

S 9

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
No, our paper is SFI certified.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

no

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

no

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

no



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

yes. We provide hourly shuttle service to important retail and cultural destinations in the Dayton area
daily.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

The City of Dayton has just announced plans to expand regional bike lanes and trails, using our
campus as one of several hubs. A new trail has been announced to connect our campus with points
south, which will open bicycle commuting as an option to a large percentage of our staff for the first
time. We have placed bike racks strategically through out campus. Almost all of our students live

within a comfortable biking distance of campus, and those who live in this zone are denied parking
permits and must walk or bike to campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

no incentives are currently in place for public transit. A small number of prime parking spaces have
been designated for low-emitting vehicles and car pools.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

<2 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

>90 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

35%

25% commingled recycling and 10% compost

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

yes, both indoors and outdoors

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes. The UD Arena, home of our Division 1 basketball team, has purchased recycling units this
academic year for the first time, and has phased them into common areas, food service areas, offices,
private viewing boxes and lounges, and concourses.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
yes. receptacles are available for use in all 3 campus dining halls.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

we are committed to continuous reduction in waste through increased opportunity for diversion to
compost and recycling, and reduction in purchasing, packaging, etc.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. Bins for clothing, non-perishable food, personal care items, electronics, books, and many other
items are available in every dorm. Large trailers are brought to campus by Goodwill and the Salvation
Army for donations of furniture, kitchen appliances and supplies, electronics and housewares. Some
of the collected material is brought on summer service trips to disadvantaged areas of Appalachia
where our students volunteer to rehabilitate schools and community centers. A laptop donation drive is
held, with usable machines being wiped and donated to local schools.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Sustainability principles are included in the Master Plan (2007) and Strategic Plan (2006).
Link to Strategic Plan language:

http://strategicplan.udayton.edu/Goal+5%3A+Stewardship/Support+with+Facilities%2C+Equipment/

The Master Plan includes priorities for sustainability including the following goals: sustainable building
design and construction, maximizing energy efficiency opportunities, exploration of alternative energy,
waste minimization, and better occupant health through indoor air quality, access to daylight and
thermal comfort.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

yes. | am the one full time staff coordinating sustainability initiatives, and | also lead the Sustainability
Committee which is charged with aggregating sustainability information across campus, reporting it
annually, and making recommendations for future priorities.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

no date has been selected.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
yes, annually since 2008.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

not at this time.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

yes, upon request.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

yes, tangentially. The committee is charged with maintaining a negative screen out of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Defense investments, along with those dealing with reproductive health and stem cell research.

(topics on which the US Council of Catholic Bishops takes a stand) This committee has invested in
some renewable energy and local business.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

We are just beginning to incorporate sustainability into our investment decision making, and have not
yet established coherent goals or consistent performance in this area.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

We have purchased several hundred acres of former industrial land in the past 5 years, with the
intention of remediating it to residential standards and expanding campus as needed. Some of this land
has been designated off limits for development.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

The UD River Institute offers outdoor programming and stewardship opportunities relative to the Great
Miami River (which borders our campus). Also, UD has a close relati9onship with the Marianist
Environmental Education Center, located a few miles from campus, which is an outdoor education
facility dedicated to preserving native Ohio plants and ecosystems.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

Initiated a Carbon Action Planning process, initiated a program to educate all residents in campus
housing about the actual utility usage they are responsible for, rolled out the compost program in all
campus dining halls, installed 4 white roof membranes to reduce building cooling loads, participated in

demand reduction exercises with electric utility provider, and reduced campus energy demand by 10%
or more on an annual basis every month since July 2009.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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