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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of Florida

Contact name and title: Anna Prizzia, Director, Office of Sustainability
Contact phone: 352-392-7578

Contact email: aprizzia@ufl.edu

School’s city and state: Gainesville, FL

Number of students: 50,691

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: DATE:




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

32 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
22 o Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
13 9% Nuclear % Hydro 10 9 Other O

23% Purchased Power

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

25 % Coal % Biomass
5 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Approximately 70% of heating is from steam produced at the cogeneration plant on campus. It uses
natural gas to produce electricity and steam.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

78 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

The University of Florida made a commitment in 2006 for all new construction and major renovation
projects to be LEED Silver. In January 2009, we raised this commitment to LEED Gold.

We also have 26 projects registered at this time, not included in the calculation above. All of these
registered buildings are tracking a minimum of LEED Gold.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

90 %

More than 90% of the irrigation water used on campus grounds is reclaimed water from UF's waste
water treatment facility.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

40 %

If you count energy efficient T-8 fluorescent lights, our percentage goes to over 80%.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

It is a guideline in our sustainable purchasing directive, there is not a way to track all purchases.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes- We have a comprehensive project list that includes various projects with simple paybacks of less
than three years. This includes lighting retrofit projects, retrocommisioning of AC units, sealing
building envelopes, etc.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

5.08% of food served in dining halls is sourced within 150 miles. 27% of food served in the dining
halls is sourced within 250 miles.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

02 o,

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

We provide education and training to suppliers and buyers regarding our preference for Monterey
Bay Seafood Watch Program seafood, however inventories on total purchases and future
requirements are still being worked out. Aramark is working to be 100% compliant by 2020.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

%

There is not a mechanism in place to track the number of meals served with/without meat.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes- UF was named one of the top vegetarian friendly schools by PETA in 2006, 2007, and 2008.
We have permanent vegan stations daily in our dining halls and all menu items can be made to order
without meat.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

The UF campus has two campus gardens that rent plots to the campus community. One garden is
overseen by the organic Cooperative to follow organic principles. The other is overseen by the
Agronomy-Soils club and does not have the same restrictions.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

UF offers and interdisciplinary Minor in Sustainability Studies. The College of Design Construction and
Planning offers an interdisciplinary major called Sustainability and the Built Environment, and the Levin
College of Law now offers a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Environmental and Land Use Law. In addition, we
offer myriad related majors, such as Wildlife Ecology and Conservation,

Environmental Management in Agriculture and Natural Resources, Environmental Science,
Interdisciplinary Ecology, and Forest Resources and Conservation.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

The Florida Institute of Sustainable Energy website includes information about related programs and
courses: http://www.energy.ufl.edu/index.php

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/academics-research/courses.asp

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/academics-research/faculty.html

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/academics-research/centers.asp

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

75 %

There are sustainability related courses in 15/16 colleges at the university. We estimate that 75% of
academic units offer sustainability related classes.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. The university has instituted a sustainable purchasing policy to support the purchase of products
that will minimize any negative environmental or societal impacts of university operations. UF also
hosts an annual Sustainable Products Trade Show each spring.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
%

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

While it is a guideline in our sustainable purchasing directive, there is no way to measure this as our
paper purchasing is not centralized.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

While it is a guideline in our sustainable purchasing directive, there is no way to measure this as our
computer purchasing is not centralized.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

UF Purchasing negotiates for reduced packaging and waste in all university contracts.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Our bus system on and off campus is fare-free to students, faculty and staff. Ridership has risen from

less than a million per year to nearly nine million in ten years. In addition, we have a free campus cab
service that provides free point to point transportation for staff and faculty.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

There are bike paths and bike racks throughout UF's campus. Bike safety classes are offered through
the College of Health and Human Performance. Our annual "One Less Car" commuter challenge

encourages biking as a form of alternative transportation and our annual Alternative Transportation Fair
includes campus and community biking organizations.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

UF urges alternative modes of transportation through discounted carpool decals, an online rideshare
matching service, a Zipcar shared vehicle fleet, and pre-paid regional transit for all faculty, staff, and
students and their spouses. UF hosts an annual Alternative Transportation fair and commuter

challenge program, One Less Car, encouraging the campus community to try alternative
transportation.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

10 %

Undergraduate students: 2.4% carpool, 9.2% drive
Graduate students: 1.9% carpool, 15.9% drive

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

57 %

Faculty: 9.4% carpool, 56.2% drive
Staff: 11.2% carpool, 57.2% drive



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

365 o

Full waste audit available online:
http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/documents/UF.Audit.of.Solid. Waste.Managment.Generation.2009. pdf

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes. There are recycling bins wherever there are trash cans, though they are not always paired.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes. There are paired recycling bins and trash cans within the football stadium. We also have an
extensive tailgator recycling program to distribute bags for recycling throughout campus on
gamedays. Other athletic facilities, including our main concert/basketball arena, the O'Connell Center
also have recycling at events.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
We do not compost food waste. All landscaping waste is sent to wood resources recovery to be

reproposed as mulch and topsoil. The Veterinary Medical Center recycles animal waste through a
composting partnership with the Forestry Service.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes. UF has a goal of Zero Waste by 2015. We completed a comprehensive waste audit in 2009 and
are developing a Zero Waste Plan.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. Yes.

An average of approximately $10 - $50 worth of usable items is donated by each of 7,500 campus

residents. Of equal importance, approximately 4 to 5 tons of usable items are collected for reuse and
diverted from the landfill.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.
Sustainability is a part of both the President's Work Plan

(http://www.president.ufl.edu/workPlan-20070503.pdf) and the Campus Master Plan
(http://www.masterplan.ufl.edu/MasterPlan.htm)

In addition, the Office of Sustainability worked with campus stakeholders to develop a Vision and
Strategic Plan for Sustainability on campus. (http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/about)

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. Our Office of Sustainability has 3 FTEs. There is also a joint-standing Sustainability Committee
made up of faculty, staff, and students.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

In October 2006, UF President J. Bernard Machen, was the first to sign the American College and
University Presidents Climate Commitment, which committed UF to creating an action plan for
becoming carbon neutral by 2025, and to adding the impacts of air travel and commuting to its original
greenhouse gas inventory. Our Carbon Action Plan is available online.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

No.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

People who wish to know about specific investments of UF endowment funds may submit a request for
information in writing to the Board of Trustees.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Trustees of the University of Florida have a primary responsibility to ensure that investing and managing
endowment securities maximizes the financial return on those resources, while taking into account the
amount of risk appropriate for university investment policy. The Board of Trustees utilizes UFICO as its
investment arm and reviews performance quarterly and annually.

When the board adjudges the policies or practices of a corporation in which the university invests could
cause substantial social injury, as responsible and ethical investors, it will give independent weight to
this factor in determining investment responsibility policies.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Students have been the driving force behind many sustainability efforts on campus, including using B20
on campus buses, establishing a Minor in Sustainability Studies and an agency within Student
Government focused on sustainability. Students at UF created and approved a ballot initiative for a
Renewable energy student fee in 2006. They are now lobbying at the state legislative level for passage
of a bill that would allow these fees statewide (pending student support at each campus).

Our IGERT program in Adaptive Management links four colleges, fifteen academic departments, and
three research centers at the University of Florida with international wetlands research centers in Africa,
Mexico, South America, Australia. UF received a MacArthur Grant to establish a master’s program that
will train students to assist impoverished populations through sustainable development.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

UF has a team participating in the Solar Decathlon Europe competition, Summer 2010.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. UF's main campus features 31 conservation areas, including The University of Florida Natural Area
Teaching Laboratory (NATL) which consists of 60 acres in two contiguous tracts. The Campus Master
Plan protects 447 acres of wetland and upland areas.

UF has been designated a “Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary.” UF is the first university to
achieve this status, making it one of 802 such sanctuaries in the world.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Green cleaning at UF is a management decision, supported by a green purchasing initiative from the
Assistant Director of UF's Physical Plant Division. The University of Florida is committed to purchasing
green cleaning products whenever they are effective and cost neutral. The UD Design and Construction
Standards include an Appendix on Indoor Environmental Quality.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. A number of colleges at UF incorporate outdoor and nature based programs as a part of the
curriculum: Parks and Recreation, Wildlife Ecology & Conservation, Health & Human Performance.
The Travel and Recreation Program (TRiP) is a volunteer, student run organization with a mission to
plan and lead adventure and leisure based trips for the campus community (www.union.ufl.edu/trip).
Florida Alternative Breaks (FAB) is a student run service organization that plans trips domestically and
internationally over student breaks. (http://www.leadershipandservice.ufl.edu/studentorgs/fab)

The Florida Museum of Natural History on campus promotes outdoor activities for the community.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

UF published our Climate Action Plan for the ACUPCC in September 2009. As part of this plan we
completed a number of energy efficiency projects for campus, developed an online energy "dashboard"
for buildings and began a "Chomp Down on Energy" behavior change campaign.

UF completed a comprehensive campus waste audit in summer 2009, as the foundation for
development of a zero waste plan (http://www.sustainability.ufl.edu/reports)

The University Athletic Association committed to offset the carbon footprint of the entire 2009-10 athletic
program through local offset projects in partnership with a local non-profit, Neutral Gator.

This spring, campus will host a Florida Food Summit to facilitate discussion on local food systems.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Dining Services

Gator Dining Services has made strides towards ensuring a more sustainable dining operation on our
campus. From the purchasing of local produce, to trayless dining and reusable to-go containers, to
evaluating ways to cut down on energy and water usage, campus dining is becoming greener everyday.
(http://www.bsd.ufl.edu/dining/sustainability.asp)

Service, Outreach, and Extension

As a state land grant university, UF has a special obligation to meet the demand for sustainable living
practices from the residents of Florida’s 67 counties. IFAS/Extension has many awarding winning
resources that facilitate sustainable living including the Florida Yards & Neighborhoods program,
Integrated Pest Management Florida, the Program for Resource Efficient Communities, the Bushnell
Center for Urban Sustainability in Pinellas County, and the Solutions for Your Life website.

Land and Resource Management

The Campus Master Plan outlines policies for responsible stewardship of land resources and
sustainable development that supports the university’s mission. In 2005 the university achieved
designation as an Audubon International Cooperative Sanctuary. UF maintains 31 conservation areas
on campus, including The University of Florida Natural Area Teaching Laboratory (NATL), 60 acres
dedicated to teaching students and the public about ecology and biotic diversity.

Student Involvement

Sustainability is supported by at least fifteen student groups across campus, student government, and
student senate. In 2009, Student Government established an agency focused on sustainability, Gators
Going Green. The fraternities and sororities support sustainability through their Greeks Going Green
campaign. The students passed a Renewable Energy Fee ballot referendum in 2006 with 78% voting in
favor of the $.50/credit hour fee. Students have continued to work on getting this through the state
legislature.

Equity

The University of Florida has set aggressive hiring and retention goals to ensure the university reflects
society’s racial, ethnic and gender diversity. UF also strives to ensure that all personnel are rewarded
with fair wages and benefits, including benefit packages for spouses and domestic partners of university
employees. Our University minimum wage exceeds the state minimum wage by more than $2/hour.

Health

Athletic facilities and the Health Science Center are smoke-free.Campus will be smoke-free July 1, 2010

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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This spring, campus will host a Florida Food Summit to facilitate discussion on local food systems.

	Text88: Dining Services
Gator Dining Services has made strides towards ensuring a more sustainable dining operation on our campus. From the purchasing of local produce, to trayless dining and reusable to-go containers, to evaluating ways to cut down on energy and water usage, campus dining is becoming greener everyday. (http://www.bsd.ufl.edu/dining/sustainability.asp)

Service, Outreach, and Extension
As a state land grant university, UF has a special obligation to meet the demand for sustainable living practices from the residents of Florida’s 67 counties. IFAS/Extension has many awarding winning resources that facilitate sustainable living including the Florida Yards & Neighborhoods program, Integrated Pest Management Florida, the Program for Resource Efficient Communities, the Bushnell Center for Urban Sustainability in Pinellas County, and the Solutions for Your Life website.

Land and Resource Management
The Campus Master Plan outlines policies for responsible stewardship of land resources and sustainable development that supports the university’s mission. In 2005 the university achieved designation as an Audubon International Cooperative Sanctuary. UF maintains 31 conservation areas on campus, including The University of Florida Natural Area Teaching Laboratory (NATL), 60 acres dedicated to teaching students and the public about ecology and biotic diversity. 

Student Involvement
Sustainability is supported by at least fifteen student groups across campus, student government, and student senate. In 2009, Student Government established an agency focused on sustainability, Gators Going Green. The fraternities and sororities support sustainability through their Greeks Going Green campaign. The students passed a Renewable Energy Fee ballot referendum in 2006 with 78% voting in favor of the $.50/credit hour fee. Students have continued to work on getting this through the state legislature.

Equity 
The University of Florida has set aggressive hiring and retention goals to ensure the university reflects society’s racial, ethnic and gender diversity. UF also strives to ensure that all personnel are rewarded with fair wages and benefits, including benefit packages for spouses and domestic partners of university employees. Our University minimum wage exceeds the state minimum wage by more than $2/hour.  

Health
Athletic facilities and the Health Science Center are smoke-free.Campus will be smoke-free July 1, 2010 


