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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of Kansas (Lawrence Campus)

Contact name and title: Jeff Severin, Director, Center for Sustainability
Contact phone: 785-864-5804

Contact email: jseverin@ku.edu

School’s city and state: Lawrence, KS

Number of students: 25,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INTIAL:_IRS pATE: 3/19/19




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

79 % Coal 1 9% Wind % Biomass
7 % Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
13 % Nuclear % Hydro % Other

These percentages reflect electricity generated regionally by Westar Energy in 2008 (2009 data is not
available at this time). Their local profile includes mainly coal with a small amount of natural gas. In
2009, student fees were used to purchase wind tariffs from Westar, accounting for approximately 2.24%
of campus electricity use. This program will not continue after this year so is not included in the totals
above.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

0 9% Coal 0 9 Biomass
>99 % Natural Gas <1 o Geothermal
O 9% Elecricity O 9% Fuel Oi

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

Nearly all lights on campus are T-8 fluorescent lamps driven by electronic ballasts.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

N/A 0/
()

There is not central mechanism for tracking this; most computer purchases meet this standard.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

The University has used performance contracting to retrofit buildings for improved energy
conservation. In 2001, an $18.3 million contract resulted in upgrades to lighting, heating & cooling
systems, distribution systems, and the campus distribution system, as well as adding solar film to
windows. A new $25 million contract was signed early in 2010 and will address many of these issues.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?
25 o

Only 0.5% of this can be verified as some of the local purchases are difficult to track. An additional
5% is processed locally. This does not include herbs and tomatoes grown by Dining Services. This
coming growing season, Dining will pilot a market cart featuring whole local fruits, vegetables, etc.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

028 o,

The student union dining center has a mini-concept called Market Fresh that includes fruits,
sandwiches, salads, and snacks made with organic and natural products.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Dining Services catering and restaurant units select sustainable options whenever available in our
geographic region and uses approximately 50% "Best Choices" or "Good Alternatives" from the
Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch program.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

65 %

25% of beef purchased is grass-fed

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.
A campus garden maintained by students donates produce to local food pantries and a campus farm

is being established for this growing season. Both us organic methods. Dining Services is doubling
the size of its rooftop garden, and residents of one campus apartment complex have a garden.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Degree programs include: Environmental Studies (B.A., B.G.S., B.S.), Ecology & Evolutionary Biology
(M.A., Ph.D.), Environmental Engineering/Science (M.S., Ph.D.), and Urban Planning (M.U.P.).

Additional graduate programs addressing sustainability and environmental studies include the Climate
Change, Humans and Nature in the Global Environment (C-CHANGE) Graduate Fellow Program and
the Environmental Law & Natural Resources Certificate.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

ARCE 663: Energy Management, ARCE 665: Solar Energy Systems Design, CE 574: Design of Air
Pollution Control Systems, CE 874: Air Pollution Control, ME 656: Thermal System Design

Additional courses that may address this topic at http://www.kuenergycouncil.ku.edu/education.html

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

The Center for Sustainability lists 230+ sustainability-related courses (as defined by AASHE) at
http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/courses.shtml

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Faculty affiliated with the Center for Sustainability are integrating sustainability into their research and
teaching. A list of individuals can be found at http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/affiliate_list.shtml. A

more comprehensive list of faculty conducting sustainability-related research can be found at
http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/Faculty Research.shtml.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Research Centers include the Centers for Environmental Policy, Environmentally Beneficial Catalysis,
Remote Sensing of Ice Sheets, Research on Global Change; Kansas Biological and Geological
Surveys; KU Energy Council; Biodiversity Research Center, and Transportation Research Institute.
Details can be found at http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/research_centers.shtml.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

21 %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.
No

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
6 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
Yes: The Department of Student Housing purchases FSC Certified products.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No: The campus energy policy (https://documents.ku.edu/policies/provost/EnergyPolicy.htm)
encourages the purchase of equipment that is Energy Star qualified and computers purchased through
contracts with Dell and Apple meet this standard.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes: The University operates the KU on Wheels bus and other services that provide transit on campus
and to most of the surrounding area. Collaboration with the City of Lawrence Transit System has
extended that service by creating a coordinated system. KU Students, Faculty, and Staff are able to
show their current KU Card to board any Lawrence Transit or KU on Wheels bus fare free. This service
is subsidized by student and parking fees. (www.kuonwheels.ku.edu and www.lawrencetransit.org)

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?
The University created additional bicycle parking in 2008 and continues to add new locations in areas

of high demand. Recreation Services offers a self-service bike repair shop with basic tools used to
maintain and repair bicycles.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes: Fare-free ridership on campus and city buses

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

50 %

The Center for Sustainability is conducting a survey in spring 2010 to gather data that will help refine
this estimate.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

55
%
This estimate is based on parking passes sold and likely underestimates the actual percentage. The

Center for Sustainability is conducting a survey in spring 2010 to gather data that will help refine this
estimate.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

5 %

Not all waste going to the landfill is weighed, so waste is estimated based on the volume of dumpsters
and number of times they are emptied. Current waste estimates do not account for recent reductions
in the number of trash collections. This diversion rate is therefore a very conservative estimate.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

No: There are not recycling bins located at all trash cans. However, KU Recycling has made an effort
to relocate trash next to recycling bins wherever recycling bins are located.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

No: Recycling bins were recently added at the basketball arena, and volunteers collect aluminum
cans from tailgating areas outside of the football stadium. KU Recycling also provides recycling
services for move-in events and orientation events (Hawk Week) at the beginning of the academic
year.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

No: A feasibility study is underway for composting on-site, and Dining Services is exploring local
options for contracting services.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

No formal reduction goals have been established. However, KU Recycling does promote waste
reduction through education & outreach efforts.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes: KU Recycling operates a program during move-out with containers at all dormitories and at
central locations in campus apartment complexes.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

No

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes: The Center for Sustainability employes a full-time director, two part-time employees, and a
part-time student employee. The Center also coordinates a sustainability ambassador program, with

nearly 80 faculty, students, and staff that represent their unit or organization in addressing campus
sustainability. Details about the program are at http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/Ambassadors/.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

No: A spring 2009 graduate course conducted a greenhouse gas inventory for campus and presented a
proposal for a climate action plan with basic recommendations for reducing our emissions. The Center
for Sustainability has been working to refine the report and will issue a final copy in Spring 2010, with
the goal of engaging the campus community in a process to identify specific strategies for reductions.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes: A greenhouse gas inventory was conducted in Spring 2009 using the Clean Air Cool Planet
calculator and is available at http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/CAP-KUY/.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

No: Performance contracting has reduced emissions associated with certain existing facilities, but
overall emissions have continued to increase, due in part to new facilities.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes. Information regarding investment policies, performance and allocation are available on the KU
Endowment web page at http://www.kuendowment.org/.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Considerable time is spent by our Investment Committee and external consultant to choose responsible,
ethical investment managers with a proven track record. Essentially all long-term investments are held
in mutual or commingled funds that do not offer the ability to vote proxies, so there is currently no
committee that considers and acts on environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Yes, a number of investment managers have policies relating to sustainability. Operating within the
guidelines for each manager, some allocations are invested in areas such as renewable energy.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Students have initiated and supported two major projects to address water quality on campus. The KU
Student Raingarden (www.sustainability.ku.edu/raingarden/) was initiated, designed, specified, and
planted entirely by students, with funding coming from Student Senate and other campus partners. The
garden captures rainwater from the roof of the recreation center to allow for increased infiltration before
it leaves the site. The Potter Lake Project (www.sustainability.ku.edu/PotterLake/) started as a report
outlining the conditions of Potter Lake and providing a list of the most cost-effective, sustainable, and
historically compatible restorative solutions to improve this campus icon. With funding support from KU
alumni, volunteers have installed aerators to improve oxygen levels and removed several tons of
vegetation. A surface skimmer has also been purchased to aid this process.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

In January 2009, KU law students advanced to the semifinals of the regional rounds of the International
Environmental Moot Court Competition. “Greener Oxidation of Ethylene and Propylene Minimizes
Environmental Impact and Increases Safety” was a first prize winner in the 2009 Graduate Student
Research Competition at KU in February. Teams of Aerospace Engineering students earned first and
second place in the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics design competition with designs
for propulsion systems that optimize fuel consumption while reducing noise and pollution.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

In 2008, a Campus Heritage Plan was developed with the goal of promoting "the stewardship of KU’s
historic campus by identifying, interpreting and protecting the most important vestiges of sites,
architecture and landscape design". The plan includes natural areas such as Marvin Grove, and the
Prairie Acre, possibly one of the first attempts on an American university campus to preserve the native
landscape. (See http://www.dcm.ku.edu/planning/heritage.shtml for additional details.)

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Environment, Health, & Safety has responsibilities for administration, management, and oversight of the
campus air quality program which address both Outdoor & Indoor Air. Although no policy addressing

cleaning supplies has been established, Facilities Operations, KU Athletics, KU Memorial Unions, and
Student Housing are using Green Seal Certified and other non-toxic cleaning products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.
The Field Ecology class in the Environmental Studies class includes outdoor experiences to study local

ecosystems. The Continuing Education Osher Lifelong Learning Institute offered "A Walking Tour of
Prairie & Forest at the KU Field Station & Ecological Reserves" in Fall 2009.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

The University of Kansas has established a $25 million performance contract to reduce energy and
water use and educate the campus community about responsible stewardship of resources. The project
is expected to reduce GHG emissions by 15.5 million tons.

The Center for Sustainability started a planning process with the sustainability ambassador program to
set goals addressing issues prioritized by the group. The Center has also been working on a proposal for
a Climate Action Plan for KU (CAP-KU). This report was initiated through the graduate course in spring
2009 that conducted the greenhouse gas inventory and will be released in the spring of 2010. The
Center hopes to merge the two projects to create specific strategies to address issues of sustainability.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Studio 804, a design-build studio in the School of Architecture, built the first LEED Platinum Certified
residence in the Kansas City metropolitan area and is currently working on a project pursuing LEED
Platinum Certification and Passive House Certification. In 2008, the studio designed and built the first
LEED Platinum Certified building in Kansas (http://www.sudio804.com).

The KU Biodiesel Initiative increased production this year and is now collecting approximately 100
gallons of used vegetable oil from KU Dining Services. The student-run operation converts the oil in to
biodiesel that is used on campus in maintenance equipment and generators and is being tested in
buses (http://biodiesel.ku.edu/index.php).

The KU EcoHawks, a senior engineering design group, have been working on converting a 1974 VW
Bug into a series hybrid that can run on 100% biodiesel (produced by the Biodiesel Initiative). This year
the group is developing a solar charging station to make the car a plug-in hybrid and are working on 1/8
scale vehicles to test additional technologies.

KU’s Formula SAE Team designed their car to run on 85% ethanol to reduce environmental impacts.

Mechanical engineering students designed solar-powered library drop boxes that heats and cools itself
to protect audiovisual materials from harmful weather conditions
(http://tri.engr.ku.edu/news/2009-05-7/ku-students-lawrence-library-create-solar-powered-).

The KU chapter of Engineers Without Borders spent spring break in New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward
working with Historic Green to rebuild the area with sustainable practices, and built composting latrines
in Azacilo, Bolivia to help provide more hygienic conditions and organic fertilizer while decreasing
contamination of drinking water (http://www.ewb-ku.org/).

A successful recycling program and changes to waste collection procedures have allowed the University
to reduce the number of times waste is collected from several dumpsters on campus, reducing
emissions associated with collections.

KU participated in the first ever ESPN Green Game in December 19, which resulted in additional
recycling bins, a switch to green cleaning chemicals, and replacing plastic popcorn containers with
paper bags at Allen Fieldhouse.

Additional initiatives and efforts by individual departments can be found at
http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/sustainability_initiatives_intro.shtml.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text85: Environment, Health, & Safety has responsibilities for administration, management, and oversight of the campus air quality program which address both Outdoor & Indoor Air. Although no policy addressing cleaning supplies has been established, Facilities Operations, KU Athletics, KU Memorial Unions, and Student Housing are using Green Seal Certified and other non-toxic cleaning products.
	Text86: The Field Ecology class in the Environmental Studies class includes outdoor experiences to study local ecosystems. The Continuing Education Osher Lifelong Learning Institute offered "A Walking Tour of Prairie & Forest at the KU Field Station & Ecological Reserves" in Fall 2009.
	Text87: The University of Kansas has established a $25 million performance contract to reduce energy and water use and educate the campus community about responsible stewardship of resources.  The project is expected to reduce GHG emissions by 15.5 million tons. 

The Center for Sustainability started a planning process with the sustainability ambassador program to set goals addressing issues prioritized by the group. The Center has also been working on a proposal for a Climate Action Plan for KU (CAP-KU).  This report was initiated through the graduate course in spring 2009 that conducted the greenhouse gas inventory and will be released in the spring of 2010.  The Center hopes to merge the two projects to create specific strategies to address issues of sustainability.
	Text88: Studio 804, a design-build studio in the School of Architecture, built the first LEED Platinum Certified residence in the Kansas City metropolitan area and is currently working on a project  pursuing LEED Platinum Certification and Passive House Certification.  In 2008, the studio designed and built the first LEED Platinum Certified building in Kansas (http://www.sudio804.com).

The KU Biodiesel Initiative increased production this year and is now collecting approximately 100 gallons of used vegetable oil from KU Dining Services.  The student-run operation converts the oil in to biodiesel that is used on campus in maintenance equipment and generators and is being tested in buses (http://biodiesel.ku.edu/index.php).

The KU EcoHawks, a senior engineering design group, have been working on converting a 1974 VW Bug into a series hybrid that can run on 100% biodiesel (produced by the Biodiesel Initiative).  This year the group is developing a solar charging station to make the car a plug-in hybrid and are working on 1/8 scale vehicles to test additional technologies.

KU’s Formula SAE Team designed their car to run on 85% ethanol to reduce environmental impacts.

Mechanical engineering students designed solar-powered library drop boxes that heats and cools itself to protect audiovisual materials from harmful weather conditions (http://tri.engr.ku.edu/news/2009-05-7/ku-students-lawrence-library-create-solar-powered-).

The KU chapter of Engineers Without Borders spent spring break in New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward working with Historic Green to rebuild the area with sustainable practices, and built composting latrines in Azacilo, Bolivia to help provide more hygienic conditions and organic fertilizer while decreasing contamination of drinking water (http://www.ewb-ku.org/).

A successful recycling program and changes to waste collection procedures have allowed the University to reduce the number of times waste is collected from several dumpsters on campus, reducing emissions associated with collections.  

KU participated in the first ever ESPN Green Game in December 19, which resulted in additional recycling bins, a switch to green cleaning chemicals, and replacing plastic popcorn containers with paper bags at Allen Fieldhouse.

Additional initiatives and efforts by individual departments can be found at http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/sustainability_initiatives_intro.shtml.


