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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text27: 66
	Text28: Of the three major capital projects completed in the last three years, two will be certified.  The first of three major projects completed, Lamar Dodd School of Art, did not pursue certification but is arguably most sustainable - green roof, heat wheel, daylighting, rain & condensate harvesting, ecorevelatory design, etc - & received multiple awards for exemplary green design.  Tate Student Center is certified at the gold level.  Pharmacy Addition was submitted at the gold level and will achieve a minimum of silver. 
	Text29: ~15
	Text30: Currently, 14 cisterns are installed or under construction, totalling 530,000 gallons storage capacity.  Campus fountains are also filled by harvested rain &/or condensate.  Priority landscapes on campus are irrigated with potable water as needed.
	Text31: 11*
	Text32: *Approximate.  All new construction and major renovation in the last 8 years incorporate energy efficient fixtures as described.  Over last three years 51% of existing buildings undergone energy upgrades, many including lighting improvements.
	Text33: 10*
	Text34: * Estimate.  Energy Star is widely preferred but not mandatory.
	Text35: Yes.  UGA employs a full-time commissioning agent and is in the process of retro-commissioning several buildings on campus.  Over the last three years energy upgrades have been made in 51% of existing buildings.  Building energy audits are conducted for the UGA Physical Plant Department by students and faculty in the College of Engineering.  Lighting retrofits are ongoing, including daylight and occupancy controls and a change from T-12 or 32 watt T-8 fixtures to 28 watt T-8 standards.
	Text36: 15*
	Text37: *Note: this figure is a conservative estimate.  Produce is purchased through the Atlanta Farmer's Market, although specific location of harvesting is not always known.  Meat products are purchased based on cost, often but not always including meat produced locally.
	Text38: 2*
	Text39: *Note: estimate based on use of certified organic foods in Savannah Room dining area Sustainable Fridays program.
	Text40: Yes.
	Text41: 85
	Text42: 
	Text43: Yes.  Vegetarian options are provided at every meal in every dining hall on campus.
	Text44: Yes.
	Text45: The UGA Horticulture Farm - Certified Organic Area through the UGA Sustainable Agriculture program produces seasonal organic fruits, vegetables and cover crops.  Food produced at the farm is used in Sustainable Friday entrees in the Savannah Room dining facility on campus.
	Text46: UGA offers more than 60 degree programs and 10 certificate programs related to sustainability (see full lists in Appendix B - Degree Programs related to Sustainability and Appendix C - Interdisciplinary Certificate Programs related to Sustainability, UGA Working Group for Sustainability Report, October 2009; http://www.uga.edu/UGA_Sustainability_Report_Oct_09.pdf). 

	Text47: Yes.  UGA offers degree programs in The BioEnergy Sciences Center includes world-renown researchers from multiple disciplines to focus on biofuels and greenhouse gas emission reduction.
	Text48: UGA was one of the first universities to adopt an environmental literacy requirement for undergraduate students. (http://bulletin.uga.edu/Bulletin_Files/uga_req.html#Environmental).
	Text49: UGA has hundreds of faculty members renowned for environmental and sustainability-related expertise.
(See Appendix D - Faculty Index, UGA Working Group for Sustainability Report, October 2009; http://www.uga.edu/UGA_Sustainability_Report_Oct_09.pdf). 

	Text50: UGA is home the first stand-alone school of ecology in the US, Odum School of Ecology.  In addition to seven colleges offering 60+ sustainability-related degree programs, UGA has ~21 sustainability-related centers (http://www.uga.edu/research/centers.html); 53 field research, teaching and learning stations in GA (including Marine Institute on Sapelo Island); campuses in Italy, England, Costa Rica.
	Text51: UGA was one of the first universities to adopt an environmental literacy requirement for undergraduate students. (http://bulletin.uga.edu/Bulletin_Files/uga_req.html#Environmental).
	Text52: 100*
	Text53: *To best of my knowledge, principles of sustainability are discussed within all departments / programs.
	Text54: UGA purchases GreenSeal and Environmental Choice Certified products as part of the CIMS Certified green cleaning program.  

UGA requires purchase of recycled content paper.

EnergyStar products and appliances are recommended.

Recycled mulch, gravel and compost materials converted from campus demolition and debris are prioritized for use in construction and maintenance activities on campus.


	Text55: 70 est
	Text56: Yes.  Individual departments have option to purchase FSC-certified paper.
	Text57: EnergyStar products and appliances are preferred, but not mandated.
	Text58: Central Duplicating has a contract with Xerox to reclaim toner cartridges.
Central Receiving, PPD Warehouse and individual departments are encouraged to combine orders to minimize waste and fuel use during transportation.
	Text59: EnergyStar products and appliances are preferred, but not mandated.
	Text60: Yes.  UGA has the largest campus transit system in the US (over 9 million riders in 2008).  In addition, all members of UGA community ride local Athens-Clarke County (ACC) "The Bus" transit vehicles free of charge to individuals  (county transit system subsidized by UGA).
	Text61: UGA offers over 19 miles of bike ways on campus and over 380 bike racks, including interior, covered and locker options.  UGA has developed a bike master plan, recommendations for "safer, easier, connected" biking on campus, and specific improvements implementation plan.  UGA participates in the ACC Greenway Network Plan, including constructing portions of the N. Oconee River Greenway on UGA property and developing connections to the greenway trails to enhance commuting options.  UGA 
	Text62: It is more convenient to bike to UGA than to drive.  Bike racks are located in close proximity to building entries, while automobiles are mostly relegated to the perimeter of campus.  UGA Parking Services offers participation in the Alternative Transportation / Extreme Green Program. Student, faculty and staff participants, known as Super Low Carbon Emitting (SLiCE) commuters, who choose not to register for a parking space on campus receive free parking passes for use as needed.  
	Text63: 38
	Text64: 13,222 permits / 34,885 total students
	Text65: 65
	Text66: 7,145 Administration, faculty, staff  permits /  approx 11,000 employees 
	Text67: 44
	Text68: Note: as of January 2010.
	Text69: No.  There are several locations on campus where only trash cans are present.  We are in the process of documenting all campus trash cans and developing plans to minimize and relocate as needed to provide side-by-side trash / recycling options.
	Text70: Yes.  In addition, student-led recycling and education efforts effectively increase recycling at sporting events including home football games.
	Text71: A composting program, creating mulch and nutrient-rich compost for landscape and soil restoration, utilizes 100% of campus vegetative waste. Additionally, our on-campus C&D recycling program converts waste stone & masonry into gravel for use in construction projects and wood debris into mulch used for construction erosion control.  Pilot food waste compost program underway.
	Text72: The University of Georgia Strategic Plan calls for minimization of waste and 65% recycling rate of waste generated. 
	Text73: Yes.  UGA campus housing department has partnered with USAgain for clothes donations and donation of personal products, including electronics, are delivered to local charities. Additionally, the installation of  Better World Books donation boxes are in the final stages of approval.
	Text74: Yes.
Mission:  ...Its motto, "to teach, to serve and to inquire into the nature of things," reflects the university's integral and unique role in the conservation and enhancement of the state's and nation's intellectual, cultural and environmental heritage. (http://www.uga.edu/profile/mission.html).

Strategic Plan 2010-2020:  see strategic direction VII - Improving Stewardship of Natural Resources and Advancing Campus Sustainability  (http://www.uga.edu/effectiveness/sp/UGA2020-2232010.pdf).
	Text75: UGA has an Office of Sustainability with full-time staff including Director of Sustainability, Sustainability Coordinator and Administrative Specialist.  In addition, the office employs part-time student workers.  The office is supported by a campus-wide Committee on Sustainability.
	Text76: 
Strategic Plan 2010-2020... Calculate the University's carbon footprint, develop attainable goals for improvement, and implement strategies to significantly reduce carbon emissions.  
UGA is reducing energy consumption by 20%, reducing automobile use by 20%, prmoting alternative transportation commuting options, increasing on-campus housing, replacing surface paving with greenspace / tree plantings, developing plans to decrease or eliminate use of coal on campus, etc.
	Text77: No, currently underway.
	Text78: Yes. New buildings and renovations target 20% energy reduction beyond code compliance.  Over the last 3 years, energy upgrades have been implemented in 51% of existing buildings on UGA's main campus with a 5% reduction in total energy costs.  Campus constituents are educated regarding energy conservation to modify behaviors.  At the UGA steam plant, 99% of particulates and 90% of hazardous air pollutant emissions are captured, and bioenergy fuel sources are tested.  Campus vehicles are fueled by various sources and the Campus Transit bus fleet runs on 20% biodiesel when financially feasible. UGA researchers are working under federal grant to create cost-competitive biofuels by 2012.
	Text79: Yes.  Information available by request and online.
	Text80: Yes.  Arch Foundation Investment Committee and University of Georgia Foundation Investment Committee.
	Text81: 
	Text82: Yes.  UGA students are actively engaged and influential regarding a wide range of campus sustainability issues.  The Office of Sustaianbility was created largely in response to the student-led "The Green Initiative Fund" (TGIF) campaign which self-imposed a $3 / semester student fee to fund the Office and other sustainability initiatives on campus.  The Go Green Alliance umbrella student organization is comprised of leaders of over 25 environmental student organizations on campus, many of whom have received prestigious national scholarships including Truman, Udall, and more.  While many exceptional UGA students engage in effective sustainability action within their communities and throughout the world, particularly notable students from 2010 include Mark Milby, Emily Karol, Sheena Zhang and Muktha Natrajan.
	Text83: UGA participates in Green Cup, Recyclemania, and others.  Individual students compete in many contests, juried exhibits, etc. within their fields of study.
	Text84: Yes.  The entire UGA main campus is designated as an arboretum.  UGA also participates in the ACC Greenway Network Plan to preserve ecologically and culturally significant lands.  Specific campus properties set aside for preservatoin include Whitehall Forest, Lumpkin Woods, Driftmier Woods, Lily Branch floodplain, and the Oak Grove on east campus.  The historic Town Spring is being restored from a remnant urban stream to a healthy urban ecosystem.  In addition, UGA is converting asphalt to greenspace through campus redevelopment.  Over the last twelve years, UGA has removed over 1.5 million s.f. of asphalt and created over 46 acres of new greenspace on main campus.  
	Text85: Yes.  UGA adheres to a green cleaning policy that reduced the number of chemical cleaning supplies from approx 325 to only three non-toxic cleaners.  UGA was the 2nd university in the country to achieve Cleaning Industry Management Standards (CIMS) Certification and with honors.
	Text86: UGA offers over 60 degree programs and 10 certificate programs related to sustainability, most if not all of which offer hands-on outdoor education opportunities.  UGA offers many service-learning, field studies and study abroad programs.  The Georgia Outdoor Recreation Program (GORP) provides guided opportunities for nature-based education and recreation.  Continuing education courses are offered in many active and passive outdoor activities.
	Text87: Strategic Plan 2010-2020 is the most direct and foundational UGA commitment made to sustainability.
The Office of Sustainability was officially established in February 2010.
UGA students passed by over 80% a self-imposed $3 green fee to fund campus sustainability initiatives.
The UGA Working Group for Sustainability completed the first comprehensive Report on Campus Sustainability (submitted October 2009).
The first LEED Certified (Gold Level) building was completed; four more are currently tracking LEED Silver or higher certification.

	Text88: UGA Academy of the Environment includes more than 100 UGA faculty members from a broad spectrum of academic disciplines. The academy provides a venue for cross-disciplinary collaboration in research, graduate and undergraduate training and public education and outreach.

UGA provides leadership in campus water quality and conservation efforts, receiving various awards from county and state agencies.  In response to multiple years of severe drought conditions, UGA reduced potable water consumption by 40% through the "Every Drop Counts" campaign.  In addition, UGA has installed over 50 rain gardens and many other stormwater best management practices, including three green roofs.  The innovative and award-winning Lumpkin Street Drainage Improvements project was the largest street edge water quality project in the country.

Other current initiatives include: 1) UGA Certified Sustainable Labs and Offices program to encourage behavioral change to use less energy and water and create less waste, 2) interactive campus sustainability signage program to enhance campus as living laboratory, 3) student-led campus sustainability walking / biking tours.

UGA Career Center hosts job "expos" for businesses with a focus on the environment and alternative energy, natural sciences and natural resources, and other green jobs and industry. The Center also conducts a program on careers with global impact and opportunities for an environmental focus.  Expos include networking sessions with hiring professionals. 




