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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Bard College

Contact name and title: Laurie Husted, Environmental Resources Auditor (sustainability coordinator)
Contact phone: 845-758-7180

Contact email: husted@bard.edu

School’s city and state: Annandale-on-Hudson, NY

Number of students: 1800

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

16 % Coal <1 9% Wind <1 ¢ Biomass
15 o Natural Gas <1 9% Solar % Geothermal
24 % Nuclear 25 % Hydro 19 % Other dual fuel, refuse 1%

source: http://www.nyiso.com/public/webdocs/documents/white_papers/fuel_diversity 11202008.pdf

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
10 % Natural Gas 23 o Geothermal
9 % Elecricity 58 o Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

Loy

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We are still waiting for the certification paperwork for our first LEED project - we think it will be silver

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

60 %
60% to irrigate trees/shrubs. Horticulture Supervisor draws water from a creek to water the few areas

that need it. She plants drought tolerant and native species to avoid watering to begin with. 40% is
treated water that enters into the greenhouse from water treatment plant and used for annual plantings

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

65 %

We are working with our local electric utility to pilot LED parking lot lights

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

50 %

At least 50%. We are an EPA Energy Star partner and all new appliances are Energy Star.
5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

We preparing paperwork for a $3.2 million energy saving performance contract that will address 16
facility improvement measures (including building insulation and weatherization).



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?
20 o

$150,000

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

2 %
$25,000

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, 100% sustainable fish per Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

60 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes, but a student enviro group worked with B&G to put in bottle fillers at 2 water fountains and are
putting in 3 more this term Also, our Catering Company provides free water at the soda dispenser.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Our community garden is organic. It is not divided into plots, but rather grown in full by anyone who
wants to participate. Food is harvested by anyone who needs it. It has 5000 sq ft of growing space,
with an additional 400’ of blueberries, 400" of raspberries and 100' of strawberries.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental & Urban Studies

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Quantifying Some Planetary Consequences of Food Production
The Atmosphere and Ocean in Motion

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://eus.bard.edu/course/ and http://inside.bard.edu/berd/rrr_students.shtml

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Sanjaya DeSilva, Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship

Felicia Keesing, United States Presidential Early Career Award for Science & Engineering

Eban Goodstein, E-Chievement award from E-Town (National Public Radio), 2008, EPA Climate
Savers Award, 2002

Gidon Eshel, NOAA/UCAR Global and Climate Change Fellowship at Harvard's Center for Earth and
Planetary Physics

Catherine O'Reilly, 2007 IPCC Nobel Prize

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Bard Center for Environmental Policy (graduate program), The Cary Institute (not-for-profit
environmental research and education), The Landscape and Arboretum Program, Hudsonia (enviro
research, education, training & technical assistance to protect the natural heritage of the Hudson
Valley ), Research Program on the Ecology of Emerging Infectious Diseases, the Rockefeller Institute

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

not yet
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

50 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

http://inside.bard.edu/bandg/policies/#berd008

Bard prefers:

EPA Energy Star ™ labeled products, or equivalent

Durable, as opposed to single use or disposable items

Iltems made with recycled materials, maximizing ‘post consumer’ content

Non toxic or minimally toxic, preferably biodegradable

Recyclable products, and if not recyclable, can be disposed of safely.

Shipped with minimal packaging (consistent with care of the product), and such packaging that is made
of recycled or recyclable materials

Produced locally or within our region

Items designed for longer life or repair

When sourcing items, the purchaser should request items with as many of the listed qualities as
possible. Bard employees responsible for hiring contractors should communicate this policy.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Boise® ASPEN® 100 premium recycled paper is made from 100% post-consumer fiber and FSC
certified

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

IT is evaluating this tool now

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Furniture is delivered in blankets and no packaging. We encourage other deliveries to be made in
keeping with our Sustainable Purchasing Policy.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

We order computers with energy-saving features enabled. They come right from Dell with the software
set



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, we have a free shuttle for on campus and in town. We have applied for and received a Federal
Stimulus Grant to buy a hybrid diesel electric shuttle bus to improve service - so we'll have two

circulating shuttles starting this fall. We'll put a bike rack on the front to improve intermodal transport
options.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We have created a Climate Action Plan with a number of bike specific measures. A graduate class is
preparing a TDM plan, due May 2010. Among improvements will be indoor bike storage, covered bike
racks, access to a Bike Loan program. We already are have an electric bike sharing program in place -

students can borrow one of two electric bikes on a daily basis. Our Security department has two
electric bikes for campus patrols.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

A graduate class is surveying campus stakeholders to identify whether incentives will encourage

carpooling. Results are due May 2010. For now, we promote NuRide ride sharing service and the
incentives that it offers include coupons to local businesses.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

51 %

including ones who carpool

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

99 %

Includes carpools. We do have a population that bikes and walks to work seasonally, but since they
drive in the winter weather, I'm putting them in as drivers.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

38%

38% includes food scrap diversion and C&D to landfill.
26% excludes food scrap diversion and C&D to landfill

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes - new this year are post consumer food scrap buckets at all 3 eateries. We have a robust

compost program and Bard was #1 in the country in Food Scraps during Recyclemania 2009, and
probably #2 for 2010.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
We don't have an explicit zero waste goal.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, there are Re-Use bins at every recycling station, year round. We ramp up efforts during MoveOut
by placing additional bins at key locations. All goods are re-used on campus at our FreeUse garage,

open 24x7 during the academic year. Non perishable food is donated to our local Community Action
Agency.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Not yet

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

The Environmental Resources Auditor (sustainability coordinator) of the Bard Environmental Resources
Department, 25 hours/week. The college hired a full time graduate intern for BERD for the fall of 2010

and continued this internship half time for the spring. We are forming a comprehensive Sustainability
Committee for Fall 2010.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, President Botstein has sighed the ACUPCC and our neutrality goal has been set through our
Climate Action Plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes, for the last two years, publicly available on ACUPCC site

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Not yet, but our revised performance contract is targeting 6% reductions in energy use.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, for all unrestricted funds for the general College endowment. Quarterly holdings of the endowment
are listed for public access in the library and regularly updated.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

For four years, Bard has had a Socially Responsible Investment Committee which consists of 4 student
representatives and a total of 4 faculty and staff representatives. Their mission is to improve the
transparency and social responsibility of the College's endowment, and leverage the endowment for
social change.Quarterly holdings of the endowment are listed for public access in the library and
regularly updated. The committee also makes proxy voting recommendations to the Board of Trustees,
and keeps an active proxy-voting record, which is available to Bard community members upon request.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Yes. Bard invests in a screened socially responsible mutual fund. Although only a small part of the
endowment is invested in this fund, donors can opt to earmark their donation for this specific fund. In
addition, the SRI Committee can initiate shareholder resolutions for any company in main endowment
over environmental and other issues, provided we meet the ownership requirements set forth by the
SEC. Through the Committee, students can also engage companies over issues via other means, i.e.
letter writing, proxy voting, etc.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Student participation in Recyclemania has been robust: http://inside.bard.edu/berd/rrr_recycling.shtml
(includes student created campus mural, YouTube video, blog and graphic designs)

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

no

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Our cleaning services subcontractor uses Green Seal certified cleaners.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

The Landscape and Arboretum Program at Bard offers horticulture continuing education classes
co-sponsored by the New York Botanical Garden to the students, staff, faculty and community. Tours of
the arboretum or gardens are available upon request. An annual Arbor Day tree planting celebration
event invites all of the College community to participate.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Campus wide involvement in "350" - see http://inside.bard.edu/berd/energy_programs.shtml

The Dean of Students Office published an environmental mission statement

Facilities is working with graduate students from our CEP program to institutionalize the Climate Action
Plan: 5 teams are charged with specific improvements for solar thermal, TDM, LED lighting, biodiesel
and green building.

Stimulus grants received for solar thermal panels, energy conservation, hybrid shuttle and e-vehicles
Dean of the College has become a Board member of a regional environmental group - the
Environmental Consortium of the Hudson Valley

Horticulture started recycling all plastic plant pots

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Horticulture - a green operation: we collect all leaves in the fall and reuse as leaf mulch in garden beds
the following year. We decorate an evergreen tree on the campus every December as a "wildlife tree" to
welcome birds. We recycle cardboard as a weed barrier in landscaped garden beds. We limit deer
repellents by using fencing, barriers and guards around trees and shrubs. We invest in good weeding
tools as opposed to lots of herbicides to reduce weeds on campus. We use groundcover plants to limit
and reduce weeds in beds. We grind all logs and brush from removed trees on campus into wood mulch
that we reuse on garden beds and around trees. We use the compost generated from the cafeteria as a
topdressing on the lawn. We divide and transplant overgrown perennials instead of purchasing new. We
buy trees, shrubs and perennials from local vendors.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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