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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Colby College

Contact name and title: william P. Wilson, Director of Institutional Research
Contact phone: (207) 859-4692

Contact email: wpwilson@colby.edu

School’s city and state: Waterville, Maine

Number of students: 1838

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: WPW DATE: 3/20/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal 50 9% Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear 50 9% Hydro % Other

We have been purchasing 100% green electricity since 2003 and as of December 2008 we have been
purchasing 50% wind and 50% hydro. We also produce roughly 10% of our electricity as a by-product of
our steam heating plant.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
% Natural Gas 2 9 Geothermal
% Elecricity 98 9% Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 o
Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

In past three years, we have certified

- Cotter union/Bookstore project (silver)
- Pierce (gold)

-Perkins Wilson (gold)

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

30 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

95 %

Use of T5, incandescent lighting reduction, timers and photo cells on all exterior lights and 30% of
buildings.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

90 %

Colby has a policy in place to purchase this type of appliance when available since 2002.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Annual operating and capital budgets include funding for window replacements, equipment
upgrades to variable speed drives, etc, upgrading of duct work and insulation, etc. We have also
been replacing older equipment with newer equipment with better controls and variable speed drives/

motors. Colby has replaced traditional hot water heaters with instantaneous water heaters, reducing
energy consumption.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

20%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

S %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, we follow guidelines from the Monterey Bay Seafood Watch Program.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

70 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes. The College has recently expanded its vegetarian entrees on its catering menu by 30%.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes. We reduced use of bottled water in catering by 95% and are working toward a 50% reduction

by Athletic teams this year. This effort was complemented by an education initiative as well.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

The Colby Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association runs a three-quarter-acre organic garden on
campus. The group's primary functions are giving produce to Colby’s dining halls, educating the
student body about sustainable agriculture, and giving students experience with growing food.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Majors: The Environmental Studies program offers two majors: Environmental Science and
Environmental Policy. Biology and Chemistry offer majors with concentrations in Environmental Science.
Colby also offers a Science, Technology and Society major.

Minors: Environmental Studies; Environmental Education; and Science, Technology, and Society

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

ES118 Environment and Society ES233 Environmental Policy
ES439 Environmental Policy Practicum ST112 Science, Technology, and Society
ST215 Weather, Climate, and Society ST253 Energy Presence, Energy Futures

ST485 Technology Matters
HI246 Luddite Rantings: A Historical Critique of Big Technology

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://www.colby.edu/administration_cs/green/environmental-courses.cfm

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

We have attached an appendix with our answer to this question as well as to question 5 below.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No. Approximately 70% of Colby students take at least one course related to the environment or enviror

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

37% %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Colby gives preference to environmentally friendly products, whose quality, function, and cost are equal
or superior to more traditional products. We support locally produced goods and services. The
College, as stated above, also recommends that departments purchase recycled items along with
Energy Star certified products.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

P %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes. The most often used type of paper (8 ¥2 X 11) is FSC certified (Cert No. SW-COC-002622) and is
100% post-consumer recycled content.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

No written agreements but when we solicit for purchase of chemicals, reduced packaging is a criteria.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

The Jitney Service provides safe and convenient transportation for students within the Waterville area.
The service employs about twelve student drivers and a student program supervisor. It shuttles

students to locations throughout the community and to local shopping areas. The Jitney returns to
campus and is available from a central location on campus.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

By loaning bicycles to students and staff free of charge, iBike endeavors to improve both the availability
and equitability of access to 1) sustainable transportation, 2) exercise, and 3) the downtown Waterville
and the surrounding areas. Each bicycle comes with a helmet and a lock. Bike racks and shower

facilities are available in several buildings to encourage students and faculty to bike to and from
campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

No public transportation exists in Waterville. Colby College made arrangements to have daily public
bus service to and from campus to regional transportation hubs (Augusta, Portland), with more
frequent service on Fridays and Sundays. Additional service is available during peak travel periods,

such as breaks and holidays. We have two zipcars available to minimize the need for student-owned
vehicles being brought to campus.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
%

Colby is a residential college, so only 7% of our students live off-campus, mostly within a four mile
radius.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

99 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

45%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
In most but not all locations.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes. We compost pre and post consumer food waste in all three dining halls. All garbage disposals

have been removed from food service venues, resulting in more than 117 tons of composted food
wastes and reducing the electricity, water and sewer used by the disposals.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes, we work to reduce waste each year using recycling, composting, and reduction strategies

(double sided copying, charging for copying, RESCUE, etc.) No trays used in dining halls leads to a
reduction of wasted food as well as reducing water consumption.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, Colby’s program is called RESCUE (Recycle Everything Save Colby’s Usable Excess) and has

been in place for 7 years. Bins are placed in every dormitory. In addition our Environmental Coalition
runs an annual clothing drive for our local homeless shelter.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Please see:

http://www.colby.edu/academics_cs/catalogue/2009 2010/general_information/values_summary.cfm

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

(1) Full time Environmental Programs Manager - majority of assignments involve environmental issues.
(2) Full time Environmental Compliance Coordinator & Safety Officer with responsibilities in

environmental compliance or sustainability issues. (3) Half-time Environmental Studies Coordinator - all
duties related to environmental academic programs or campus sustainability issues.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

We have started the engineering and pursuit of the proper licensing to replace 80% of our residual oil
used for heat with a wood chip biomass facility. Our May, 2010 ACUPCC climate action plan will state

Colby's goal is to attain neutrality by 2015 with the use of biomass, continued conservation efforts, and
purchasing credits.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes, we use the Clean Air - Cool Planet calculator.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Colby uses 1990 as our benchmark. In that year our carbon footprint was estimated to be 17,498 MT.
Increases in carbon emissions were the norm through 2000 when emissions peaked at 28,335 MT.
With increased conservation and energy savings, a conversion in 2002-03 to 100% green electricity,
and all construction now mandated to be LEED certified, our FY2009 emissions stood at 18,838MT.

This represents an 18% reduction on a per square foot basis compared to our 1990 emissions, and a
more impressive 39% from our peak in 2000.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.
No.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Yes. Colby continues to explore sound investments in this area, particularly in the area of clean
technology and renewable resources.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

See attached appendix for all answers to Category 10.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

The Green House is a dorm where students interested in environmental issues explore and discuss
academic topics and extracurricular activities. The first theme house in Colby’s Dialogue Housing
program as the student-initiated Green House was started in 2005. Occupying Goddard-Hodgkins
(Go-Ho) residence hall, it is an experiment in sustainable living, piloting conservation programs and

offering campus programs and education on greening and sustainability. ES faculty members have
advised the Green House, and residents work closely with the ES faculty.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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