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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Colorado College

Contact name and title: Emily Wright, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 719-389-6025

Contact email: sustainability@coloradocollege.edu

School’s city and state: Colorado Springs, CO

Number of students: 1900

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: €W pATE: 3/20/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

65.19, Coal .04 9% \Wind 0 % Biomass
24.C% Natural Gas % Solar 0 % Geothermal
0 9 Nuclear @% Hydro @% Other Purchased Mix

The energy portfolio in the fields above is the the mix from our utility provider. In 2009, CC also
purchased 819,708 kWh of green power, representing a little over 5% of the total electricity used on
campus.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.
The Edith Kinney Gaylord Cornerstone Arts Center received LEED Gold certification this year.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

98 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

50 %

By end of this summer we will be approximately 70% complete with our T-12 to T-8 re-lamping lighting
retrofits.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

During all remodeling projects, we institute as many energy-efficient measures as possible.

In addition to a routine plan for efficiency upgrades, students have been consistently interested in
building envelope testing and improvements. Two professors partner with students to carry out energy

performance testing, modeling and retrofitting in on-campus buildings and in the surrounding
community.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

12 %

Approximately $300,000 annually. In addition, Colorado College expends approximately 20% of the
dining budget, or $500,000, on food that is processed locally.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

16 %

Approximately $400,000 annually.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Seafood is purchased in accordance with the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch guidelines
for sustainable seafood. Locally-sourced fish is the first choice for seafood purchases. Tuna is
dolphin-safe, packed in water.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

50 %

All meat purchased is hormone and antibiotic free. 15% of pork served is free-range and grass-fed.
10% of beef served is free-range, grass-fed. 95% of all meat products are confinement-free. 100% of
eggs are cage-free. Meat is often sourced from local growers.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

The College offers vegetarian and vegan entree options at all meals.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes, although the College is currently in the process of phasing it out through the installment of filters
on faucets and drinking fountains throughout campus.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Students maintain a one-acre, organic permaculture garden on the Colorado College Campus that is
used as an interactive resource for students, faculty, and classes, as well as a venue for market
gardening, local events, and community outreach.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

CC has expanded its existing Environmental Program to offer two formal majors related to sustainability:
Environmental Science and Environmental Policy. Additionally, Environmental Chemistry and
Environmental Physics are also offered as tracks within each of those departments.

CC offers a thematic minor in Environmental Issues, accessible to students in all disciplines.
Throughout various departments, numerous classes are taught that relate to environmental issues,
sustainable development, and social issues.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.
Yes. Introduction to Global Climate Change, Sustainable Development, Human Impacts on

Biogeochemical Cycles, Energy: Environmental Thermodynamics and Energetics, Atmospheric
Chemistry & Physics, Energy Systems in Technological Society

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

The course catalog is easily queried by keyword, and the Office of Sustainability assembles a
sustainability-related course list, available at http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/courses

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Philosophy professor Marion Hourdequin received an NSF grant to support three years of research on
the ecological restoration of former military lands, focusing specifically on lands now managed as
National Wildlife Refuges. CC Economics and Business Professor Mark Smith has been awarded a
2009-2010 Fulbright Fellowship to study efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. EV Professor
Eric Perramond received a Jackson fellowship for field work on regional political ecological class-based

research projects. Dr. Walt Hecox conducts an annual State of the Rockies research report and
symposia. A book on globalization by Professor Price-Smith was recently published by the MIT Press.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

CC conducts research at The Manitou Experimental Forest, part of the USDA Forest Service Rocky
Mountain Research Station, to expand knowledge of Colorado Front Range forests.

CC also partners with the Catamount Institute, started by former CC Environmental Program chair
Howard Drossman, for local environmental education and stewardship.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Not currently
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

45 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Colorado College has sustainable purchasing guidelines. The goal of these guidelines is to reduce the
adverse environmental impact of our purchasing decisions by buying goods and services from
manufacturers and vendors who share our commitment to the environment.

These guidelines aim to conserve natural resources by minimizing the consumption of non-replaceable
natural resources through the review of current and proposed future usage; and evaluation of the pros
and cons of alternatives, minimize pollution and waste, including: any packaging waste produced by the
product (or service) and waste generated by the eventual disposal of the product. reduce the use of
water and energy, reduce materials that are land filled, maximize the reuse and recycling of materials,
increase the use and availability of environmentally preferable products, reward vendors who reduce
environmental impacts in their production and distribution systems or services, create a model for
successfully purchasing environmentally preferable products that encourages other purchasers in our
community to adopt similar goals, stimulate demand for “environmentally friendly” products by
educating manufacturers and suppliers, support “locally produced” goods and services, educate
ourselves, our vendors, and our end users.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

75 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper is recommended, but paper purchasing is decentralized by
department. The CC Library, where the bulk of paper is consumed, uses only 100% post-consumer
paper. The Print Shop uses paper ranging from 30% to 100% post-consumer recycled material.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

EPEAT and Energy Star are two criteria included in the Sustainable Purchasing Guidelines and used by
CC in procurement decisions.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Yes, Colorado College partners with Office Max in the Green Monday Initiative, which drops delivery
work days from 5 days to 4, This reduces CO2 emissions by more than 13,000 Ibs per year and
consolidates packaging.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

In 2009, the College co-sponsored and hosted the Downtown Area Shuttle (DASH) operated by the city
of Colorado Springs. Due to city budget cuts, the program has been suspended. The College is
currently funding a feasibility study for downtown streetcars in Colorado Springs. The transportation

shop provides shuttle service for special events and the College sponsors a weekend shuttle to ski
areas for the College community.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

The CC Bicycle Cooperative is an on-campus bicycle repair shop servicing the Colorado College
Community. Their focus is to teach basic bicycle repair and maintenance techniques that will help keep
CC bicycles on the road. The shop has a "do-it-yourself' environment where the staff seeks to provide
the necessary tools, workspace, resources, and instruction to enable students to maintain their
bicycles. Additionally, the bike co-op supplies the CC community with affordable bicycles reclaimed
from the waste stream, allowing students the opportunity to build their own bike. In addition to the
bicycle co-op, CC has a bike sharing program (yellow bikes) available to students, faculty and staff.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

CC has a robust commuter trip reduction program to mitigate emissions associated with single
passenger travel. This year the College developed an online travel offset calculator, allowing
commuters and visitors to gauge their personal contributions to greenhouse gas emissions associated
with travel to and from campus. They can also offset the emissions by donating to local efficiency
projects. We also developed a virtual rideshare board to connect drivers and passengers to reduce the
number of empty car seats, encourage carpooling, and reducing carbon emissions, all while promoting
community. In addition, CC launched a "Connect" car-sharing program on campus, providing two

hybrid vehicles for check-out to the campus community, cutting the costs associated with vehicle
ownership.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

14 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

45%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, CC received a grant for an EartTub composter in 2006. Compost generated from kitchen scraps
and food waste is used by campus grounds and the CC Farm.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

The school's short-term goals is a 50% waste diversion rate. When that goal was set two years ago,
we were between 15 and 20% diversion. The long-term (10 year) goal is zero waste.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, unwanted, reusable items such as furniture and clothing are collected at the end of the year and
donated to charitable organizations. There are collection points in every major residence hall.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Nurturing an ethic of environmental sustainability is one of the College's 7 core values.

The wider vision, values, and planning principles for the built environment are outlined in the Colorado
College Long Range Development Plan (LRDP). The LRDP supports the College’s sustainability efforts
and articulates the goal for CC to become a leader in environmental sustainability. Development and
building guidelines also expressly discuss sustainability as a key consideration in planning.
http://www.coloradocollege.edu/LRDP/materials/LRDP_Narrative_110708.pdf

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, the College has an Office of Sustainability with a part-time Sustainability Coordinator and 7 student

interns. In addition, the College has a 40-member Campus Sustainability Council, a staff Sustainability
Champions program, and a student ECO-Reps program.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, the College aims to achieve carbon neutrality (no net emissions of greenhouse gases) by 2020.
The climate action plan includes a 20% reduction through behavioral change and conservation, a 30%
reduction through efficiency measures, and a 50% renewable electricity project.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes, CC has annual comprehensive greenhouse gas emissions inventories for 2006, 2007, 2008 and
2009.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes. Relative to 2006 emissions, CC achieved a 5.2% reduction in gross emissions in 2009. It was an
11% reduction relative to 2008, reversing a 3 year trend of annual increases in gross emissions. It is

primarily attributable to a behavioral change conservation campaign that was launched in the spring of
2009, called "aCClimate".



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Information about our endowment is available to members of the College community upon request. It is
not generally publicly available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

We have a proxy voting group comprised of faculty, staff and students that makes recommendations for
environmentally and socially responsible investments.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.
This spring, the College will launch a green investment fund. We are in the process of deciding what

green mutual fund will work best for our interests. Earnings from the fund will be used for campus
sustainability projects.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes. CC Students Lizzy Stephan (‘11) and Beth Kochevar ('10) were chosen as one of ten recipients in

the United Nations Climate Crews Contest for an on-campus project providing conservation tools to
promote behavioral change.

Meriwether Hardie ('09) has been awarded a Middlebury Fellowship in Environmental Journalism for
2009-2010.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Last year, the CC Farm entered and won first place in the "Real Food Is" video contest.

This year, students entered the NWF "Chill Out" competition. Award announcements are pending.
CC participates in Recyclemania, and is currently ranked 1st out of over 300 schools in per capita
recycling.

Students also participate in a wide range of climate action programs, including Earth Hour.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes, at both of CC's remote campuses, in Florissant and Crestone, Colorado, the College acts as a
steward of the natural habitat. The College also promotes native species plantings and xeriscape. As
part of the LEED Gold Cornerstone Arts Center, the College installed the first pervious paving in
Colorado Springs, in the interest of storm water management.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes, all chemicals that have been approved for use in the College cleaning meet all Green Seal criteria
for being environmentally preferable at minimum.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Students organize a local program called Roots & Shoots, part of a national organization that teaches
children how to be a positive force for change around issues of the environment.

The Outdoor Recreation Club (ORC) offers student led outdoor activities that include group hiking,
camping, backpacking, canyoneering, cross-country skiing, back-country skiing, cycling, kayaking, ice
climbing and rock climbing.

There is a wide range of courses (biology, ecology, geology, environmental science) that take place in
the field throughout the Southwestern U.S. and around the world.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

aCClimate conservation campaign (Spring 2009): http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/acclimate14
Sustainability Virtual Tour (Fall 2009): http://www.coloradocollege.edu/welcome/tour/sustainability/
Sustainability Champions and ECO-Reps Network (Fall 2009):
http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/champions+ecoreps

Commuter Trip Reduction Plan: http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/node/332

Online offset calculator for travel to and from campus: http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/offsetcalc
Incandescent Lightbulb Survey Tool to promote CFLs (Fall 2009):
http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/files/BulbSurvey.xls

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

We are partnering with our local Utility provider and two other institutions of higher education to conduct
small commercial building audits and retrofits, a program made possible through the Energy Efficiency
and Conservation Block grants from the Colorado Governor's Energy Office. As part of the program, one
of CC's historic residence halls will be audited and retrofitted this summer.

President Richard Celeste signed a regional commitment to support a collaborative approach to
sustainability, along with numerous local government, business and non-profit leaders. Related to that,
the sustainability coordinator sits on two local committees to work toward a regional sustainability plan
and economic development for renewable energy.

In a recent study by Claremont College, CC's sustainability website (which was developed over the past
year) was listed as one of the top five websites for information and resources out of 50 comparable
liberal arts institutions.

We are currently developing a data visualization program that will track and display energy use in 35
campus buildings.

One of the priorities set for the current academic year was outreach and collaboration with our broader
community. Initiatives that have arisen from the commitment include an "Art of Recycling" program with
the city, biodiesel sharing, stream clean-up, cross-calendar posting for sustainability-related events, and
a feasibility discussion between military installations, institutions of higher education, and local
businesses regarding the potential to bring more wind power into the local portfolio.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Meriwether Hardie ('09) has been awarded a Middlebury Fellowship in Environmental Journalism for 2009-2010.

	Text83: Last year, the CC Farm entered and won first place in the "Real Food Is" video contest. 
This year, students entered the NWF "Chill Out" competition. Award announcements are pending.
CC participates in Recyclemania, and is currently ranked 1st out of over 300 schools in per capita recycling. 
Students also participate in a wide range of climate action programs, including Earth Hour.
	Text84: Yes, at both of CC's remote campuses, in Florissant and Crestone, Colorado, the College acts as a steward of the natural habitat. The College also promotes native species plantings and xeriscape. As part of the LEED Gold Cornerstone Arts Center, the College installed the first pervious paving in Colorado Springs, in the interest of storm water management. 
	Text85: Yes, all chemicals that have been approved for use in the College cleaning meet all Green Seal criteria for being environmentally preferable at minimum.
	Text86: Students organize a local program called Roots & Shoots, part of a national organization that teaches children how to be a positive force for change around issues of the environment. 
The Outdoor Recreation Club (ORC) offers student led outdoor activities that include group hiking, camping, backpacking, canyoneering, cross-country skiing, back-country skiing, cycling, kayaking, ice climbing and rock climbing. 
There is a wide range of courses (biology, ecology, geology, environmental science) that take place in the field throughout the Southwestern U.S. and around the world. 
	Text87: aCClimate conservation campaign (Spring 2009): http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/acclimate14
Sustainability Virtual Tour (Fall 2009): http://www.coloradocollege.edu/welcome/tour/sustainability/
Sustainability Champions and ECO-Reps Network (Fall 2009): 
http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/champions+ecoreps
Commuter Trip Reduction Plan: http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/node/332
Online offset calculator for travel to and from campus: http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/offsetcalc
Incandescent Lightbulb Survey Tool to promote CFLs (Fall 2009): http://sustainability.coloradocollege.edu/files/BulbSurvey.xls

	Text88: We are partnering with our local Utility provider and two other institutions of higher education to conduct small commercial building audits and retrofits, a program made possible through the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block grants from the Colorado Governor's Energy Office. As part of the program, one of CC's historic residence halls will be audited and retrofitted this summer. 

President Richard Celeste signed a regional commitment to support a collaborative approach to sustainability, along with numerous local government, business and non-profit leaders. Related to that, the sustainability coordinator sits on two local committees to work toward a regional sustainability plan and economic development for renewable energy.

In a recent study by Claremont College, CC's sustainability website (which was developed over the past year) was listed as one of the top five websites for information and resources out of 50 comparable liberal arts institutions. 

We are currently developing a data visualization program that will track and display energy use in 35 campus buildings. 

One of the priorities set for the current academic year was outreach and collaboration with our broader community. Initiatives that have arisen from the commitment include an "Art of Recycling" program with the city, biodiesel sharing, stream clean-up, cross-calendar posting for sustainability-related events, and a feasibility discussion between military installations, institutions of higher education, and local businesses regarding the potential to bring more wind power into the local portfolio.






