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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Dartmouth College

Contact name and title: Sue Knapp, Public Affairs Officer
Contact phone: 603-646-3661

Contact email: Sue.Knapp@Dartmouth.edu

School’s city and state: Hanover, NH

Number of students: about 4,100 undergrad; 1,700 grad

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

18 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
19 9 Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
39 o Nuclear 7 o Hydro 17 o Other 11=petroleum 6=renewatl

Dartmouth purchases 55 percent of its electricity from National Grid Electric. 45 percent of electricity is
generated at the Dartmouth Power Plant.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

burn primarily #6 fuel oil for co-generation of steam to heat of buildings on campus



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Floren Varsity House completed in November 2007 = LEED silver

McLaughlin Cluster residence halls completed in September 2006 = LEED gold
Fahey-McLane residence halls completed in September 2006 = LEED gold
Kemeny-Haldeman classrooms/offices completed in September 2006 = LEED silver

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

NOTE: Dartmouth gets enough natural rain to accommodate the needs of established trees, shrubs,
and most of the lawns.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

%

Within the past 18 months, Dartmouth has completed lighting efficiency retrofit projects at Blunt Alumni
Center & Cummings Hall. So far, electricity use is down 38 percent in Blunt. Personnel have also
switched approximately 2,000 incandescent bulbs to CFLs or LEDs, and installed 150 occupancy
sensors in 3 buildings. Work continues on this front across campus.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

We don't have statistics on this.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Two new electric drive centrifugal chillers have been added recently to serve Vail/Remsen at
Dartmouth Medical School. They replace to old steam absorption chillers, which operated on a much
less efficient cooling cycle. Depending upon the outside temperature, the new chillers operate
between a 5-10 times greater thermal efficiency than the ones they replace. Also, a new chiller plant
design has been completed to serve the arts district of the campus that will also feature
high-efficiency electric-drive centrifugal chillers. A heat recovery system project is planned for Burke
Hall, home of the Chemistry Dept, that will result in consolidation of many individual fume hood
exhaust fans into several large specialized exhaust systems with heat recovery coils. A campus-wide
monitoring systems is also being deployed: www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/11/23.html



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

1 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Dining personnel are aware of these programs, and pay attention to them, but menu choices are not
governed by these programs.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

75 %

Some of the meat is local/sustainable/grass fed, including beef, bison and chicken.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

yes - Dartmouth operates a dining hall called The Pavilion that follows the religious laws of kashrut
and halal. See: www.dartmouth.edu/~dds/Locations/Pavilion.htm

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

yes. For more details: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~doc/organicfarm/



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

* Environmental Studies

* Earth Sciences

* Environmental Earth Sciences
* Environmental Engineering

* Biology

* Anthropology

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

*Engineering41 Sustainable and Natural Resource Management; *Engineering44 Sustainable Design;
*Engineering37 Intro to Environmental Engineering; *Engineering171 Industrial Engineering;

*Environ.Studies12 Energy and the Environment; *Environ.Studies50 Environmental Problem Analysis
and Policy Formation; *Environ.Studies25 Ecological Agriculture

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

no

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

see the end of the survey in the "extra" section

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Ctr for Environmental Health Sciences: investigating how toxic metals affect ecosystems/human health

Inst of Arctic Studies: founded in 1989, looks at how climate change influences social, cultural, and
political dimensions of the North

Sustainability Initiative: provides opportunities for students to explore a variety of programs/activities

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

no

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
=27 o

8 academic departments out of 29 (does not count programs)



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

All new RFPs require EPP language for recycling options, waste management, energy star, and/or
EPEAT.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

87 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

no

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No, this is not required, however it was a factor in our selection criteria for desktop and laptop
computers.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

All new RFPs require waste minimization from suppliers.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

no



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

yes - free shuttle service connects satellite parking lots with several campus locations and locations
throughout the Dartmouth Campus in Hanover, N.H., and it also connects with nearby

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center and local shopping areas. The shuttles runs Monday-Friday 6
a.m.-9p.m.

See complete Green Transportation options at:
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sustain/dartmouth/transportation/index.html

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

numerous bike racks on campus; free shower passes at the gym for bikers; promotion around
"Bike-to-Work" days; active membership on Upper Valley Trails Alliance Board and the Hanover
Bike-Ped Committee to encourage and build improved biking and walking facilities.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

There are numerous public transit options, including free shuttle for surrounding neighborhoods and
5-town local bus service. Dartmouth offers subsidized bus fare from two regional transit providers, with

service from up to 60 miles away. Dartmouth has four 12-passenger van pools that bring 48 employees
to campus form up to 60 miles away - participants only pay for gas.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
O %

Dartmouth is a residential campus, and we provide parking for up to 350 undergraduate-owned
vehicles.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

68 %



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

28%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
in some locations, yes, but not all

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
yes

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

yes and yes

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Planning for a waste-minimization program is underway - will launch this summer - to boost

participation in recycling and composting and minimize waste over all. Goal is to reduce waste by 3
percent per year for the next five years.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Sustainable move in/out sale - all coordinated by students. See:
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/09/11.html



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

http://www.dartmouth.edu/home/about/mission.html

The mission and core values at Dartmouth encompass a responsibility for the greater world.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Dartmouth employs two full-time positions, a Sustainability Mgr and a Sustainability Program Spec.
Numerous committees are responsible for sustainability initiatives, notably the Resource Working Group

(http://www.dartmouth.edu/~rwg/). There is also a faculty group led by Prof. Kapuscinski that considers
sustainability in the curriculum.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Commitment announced: www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2008/09/29.html

Commitment one-year anniversary: www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/11/23a.html

See the energy plan here: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sustain/docs/StrategicEnergyPlanHighlights.pdf
(Sustainability Roadmap is currently uin development - will be posted to the web Spring 2010)

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

See background information here:
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sustain/dartmouth/energyandgreenhousegas.html

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

See this update here: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/11/23a.html



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Not all information about the endowment is public, however, many details are:
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~finance/communications/uploads/dartendow09.pdf

(If this URL doesn't work, please check www.dartmouth.edu/~finance/ )

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility exists to ensure that Dartmouth is an engaged
shareholder in the proxy voting process related to social issues. The Committee includes faculty,

students, staff and alumni of the College.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

In relation to the investment of the endowment, Dartmouth considers all fund managers and look to
those who can provide the best risk adjusted returns. To date we have not found a dedicated socially

responsible fund that can match our elite fund managers however we do have exposure to alternative
energy through several of our venture capital managers.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

GreenlLite: http://greenlite.dartmouth.edu/portal/dartmouth
ECO: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sustain/campus/

SLC: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~slc/

Big Green Bus: http://www.thebiggreenbus.org/

Students and Climate Change videos:

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/12/09a.html
and

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/11/24.html

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Formula Hybrid: http://www.formula-hybrid.org/ (2009 results:
http://www.formula-hybrid.org/history/2009-competition.php)

RecycleMania: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2010/01/27.html (2009 results:
http://www.recyclemaniacs.org/results.asp)

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Mink Brook area - The College worked with the Hanover Conservation Council to preserve 112 acres
adjacent to Mink Brook.

Organic Farm area - In addition to the farming operation, there are over 150 acres of released pasture
and forest cover, with an informal series of trails and woods roads provide easy walking access to a
number of areas in the forest.

Second College Grant, Mount Mousilauke (not on campus, but nearby) - see:
www.dartmouth.edu/~doc/moosilauke/ and www.dartmouth.edu/~doc/secondcollegegrant

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Our liquid cleaning products are used through a dilution control system, and one is Green certified and
the others meet Green certification.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

There are lots of ways to take advantage of the outdoors. A few examples: The 100-year-old Dartmouth
Outing Club provides lots of opportunities: www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/02/04.html. See
also the video about Occom Pond used for Earth Sciences: www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TxGQ1Yt5Z4.

Dartmouth has a skiway: www.dartmouth.edu/~skiway/. And see more info at the Outdoor Programs
Office: www.dartmouth.edu/~opo/



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Energy Conservation Campaign, launched spring 2009

Sustainability Minor, planned to begin in fall 2010

Campus Energy & Sustainability Mgmt System, www.dartmouth.edu/~news/releases/2009/11/23.html
Sustainability Roadmap (based on comprehensive self-assessment) to be available online Spring 2010

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

ANSWERING CATEGORY 4 (ACADEMICS), QUESTION 4
(only including tenure and tenure-track faculty with the Undergraduate Faculty of Arts and Sciences)

Anne Kapuscinski http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/445

Benoit Cushman-Roisin http://engineering.dartmouth.edu/faculty/regular/benoitroisin.html
Andrew Friedland http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/284

David Peart http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/270

Lee Lynd http://engineering.dartmouth.edu/faculty/regular/leelynd.html

Ross Virginia http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/285

Chris Sneddon http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/263

Richard Howarth http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/286

James Igoe http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/433

Bob Hawley http://dfd.dartmouth.edu/directory/show/428

Mark Borsuk http://fengineering.dartmouth.edu/faculty/regular/markborsuk.html

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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