SMERRA

SIERRA MAGAZINE'S 2010 “COOLEST SCHOOLS” QUESTIONNAIRE

FOUNDED 1892

SIERRA

10 COOLEST scuom.s’

=6 wufmrf‘l ltfi_

EFFICIENCY

ENERGY SUPPLY

FOOD

ACADEMICS
PURCHASING
TRANSPORTATION
WASTE MANAGEMENT
ADMINISTRATION
FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS
OTHER INITIATIVES



distributed


SIERRA

Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Ohio University

Contact name and title: Sonia Marcus, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: (740)593-0460

Contact email: sustainability@ohio.edu

School’s city and state: Athens, OH

Number of students: 21,282

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: SPM DATE: 3/18/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

74 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
15 o Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
8 % Nuclear % Hydro 3 % Other

We purchase electricity from AEP Ohio.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

72 % Coal % Biomass
28 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Some of our buildings are heated/cooled with purchased electricity. The majority are heated by our
campus heating and cooling plant. The breakdown is above.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We passed a policy that all new buildings and renovations will meet at least LEED silver standards.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

<1 %

The water used on the golf course is collected rainwater, as well as the water used at the compost site.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

16 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

?

%

Our purchasing is not centralized, so we do not know how many of our electronics are Energy Star.
5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

We just completed a 10 year retrofitting project and are working to secure a performance contract for
additional energy-efficiency projects.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

0.4 %

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

0.03 o,

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Latitude 39, one of our retail outlets, serves Arctic Char which is rated as a "best choice" by the
Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program.
20-30% of the seafood on campus is rated by the Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

65 %

The chicken served on the salad bar line at our student center is free range.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Vegetarian options are available at every meal. Vegan options are available at some meals and are
always available upon request.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

The Department of Environmental & Plant Biology has a garden that is organic.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Masters of Science in Environmental Studies
Graduate Certificate in Sustainability
Undergraduate Certificate in Environmental Studies
Environmental/Plant Biology

Environmental Geography

Environmental Law

Environmental Geology

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Engineering Basics, Economics of Energy, Economics of Environment, Fuel Cell
Design, Energy Engineering and Management, Green Engineering

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

The Office of Sustainability posts this list: http://www.ohio.edu/planetohio/courses.htm

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Our list of professors who work on environmental and sustainability issues is very long. Please visit
http://www.ohio.edu/planetohio/research.htm for many of their names and projects.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The Institute for Sustainable Energy and the Environment is made up of the Center for Air Quality and
the Ohio Coal Research Center. The Consortium for Energy, Economics and the Environment was
formed to facilitate research related to increasing Ohio’s investment in energy, the environment and
our economic future.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

5 9



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

No. But we are involved in a comprehensive sustainability planning process. There is a group working
on goals for procurement.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

P %
Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

In regards to both parts of this question. Paper purchasing is not centralized at Ohio U. Each
department chooses what type of paper to buy. Some departments do purchase 100% recycled paper
as well as Forest Stewardship Council-certified paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

We do not have a policy. But all of the computers that are recommended for purchase by our computer
store on campus are EPEAT certified.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Itis called the CATS bus and anyone can ride it around campus for free.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?
We have bike racks outside of the majority of buildings.

The City of Athens is creating a bicycle and pedestrian master plan which includes roads that run
through campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

We do not have incentives in place. A proposal that includes incentives for fuel efficient vehicles,
carpooling, and walking/biking has just been put forth.

We do have a ride board that is a tool for students and staff to travel together:
https://rideboard.admsrv.ohio.edu/rideboard/index.jsp

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

?

i %

We do not currently have a way of tracking this. After completing a survey of 300 student parking

passes, almost all of them were sold to students who live on campus in the dorms and it is unlikely
that they are driving to class regularly.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

?

' %

We have no method of keeping track in place. Every faculty and staff member is given a free parking
pass.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

35%

The 35% refers to recyclable materials. In Jan. 2010 we began composting 4 of our 6 dining buildings
which has diverted a significant amount of waste from the sewer system.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
Yes.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

We do compost. There are receptacles in our student center. Food waste at the dining facilities is
separated by staff in the kitchen as they clean student trays.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

No. Our campus recycling center has a goal of diverting 80% of campus waste. The Office of
Sustainability hosts and encourages others to host zero waste events. As mentioned above, we are

undergoing a comprehensive sustainability planning process which will include goals and objectives in
line with waste reduction goals.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. Bins are located behind dormatories and there are specific pick-up days and locations throughout
town for large items such as furniture and bikes.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Vision OHIO is Ohio University’s strategic plan. One of the goals of the plan is to:

Promote sustainable development both on and off campus by encouraging design, planning, and

building practices that reduce energy consumption and waste and that use locally produced goods and
services.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. We employ one full-time Sustainability Coordinator. We also have 3 graduate assistants, and
multiple student interns and employees.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

We have signed the American College and University Presidents Climate Committment. We are
currently working on our Climate Action Plan which will set a date for reductions as well as a plan for
achieving those reduction. We anticipate finalizing the plan in Spring 2011.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. In accordance with the ACUPCC, we conduct an inventory every fiscal year. We have compiled
data dating back to 1990 and have completed inventories through FY 09.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Our FY 2009 net greenhouse gas emissions are approximately 10,000 MTeCO2 lower than 2008, but
almost equivalent with FY 2007. Our composting project began in FY 09 and began to offset our
emissions. Budget cuts led to less travel in FY 09.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

All holdings are made available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

As mentioned above, we are undergoing a comprehensive sustainability planning process. One of the
working groups is currently drafting sustainability goals and objectives for fundraising and endowment.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.
Yes. Our entire endowment is invested in mutual funds (e.g. CommonFund, Fidelity, Vanguard, etc.),

some of which are environmentally responsible. But we do not proxy vote. We ask the investment
managers to do that.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

We have many students on campus engaged in the environmental movement. The Sierra Student
Coalition led an incredibly successful Power Vote campaign on campus garnering the most pledges of
any college or university. We also have members of the Green Network who have been working very
hard to promote our dorm electricity savings competition and RecycleMania. We saw weekly electricity
savings up to 25% in some dorms. There is a Vegan Cooking group on campus that will be promoting

local, vegan meals on campus during the month of April and they positively impact many students' food
choices.

It is impossible to truly quantify what effect students on this campus have had on our campus, the state
and the nation.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Our students have participated in a plethora of competitions from RecycleMania, to Residence Challenge
(a dorm electricity savings competition), to film contests. RecycleMania is going on right now and we are

currently ranked 67 out of 356 schools in the Per Capita Classic and 55 out of 120 for organic food
diversion.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

There is some habitat set aside for scientific research.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. Outdoor Pursuits organizes backpacking trips, hikes and other outdoor activities regularly.

We also have an undergraduate degree and masters degree in Recreation.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Our 28-ton in-vessel composting system has been our biggest action project. It began operating at
capacity in the fall of 2009. We are collecting organic waste from our Central Foods Facility, student
center, and two of four dining halls.

The President's Advisory Council for Sustainability Planning began meeting in the summer of 2009. The
Council is charged with the development of a recommendation for a comprehensive sustainability plan
and a climate action plan by the spring of 2011.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Ohio University is involved in multiple sustainability initiatives. Visit www.ohio.edu/sustainability to learn
more about them.

Here are a few highlights:

In spring of 2009, the Office of Sustainability decided that April is Earth Month. We sponsored a whole
month of programming called "Bold & Uncensored" that highlighted our generation's environmental
movement. This year our topic is Roots of Sustainability and we are putting together a whole month of
programming about food and sustainability issues related to food. Visit
http://www.ohio.edu/sustainability/EarthMonth2010.htm.

We are planning a spring break trip with the Green Network--a group of students, staff, and faculty--to

an Ecovillage called "The Farm" in Tennessee and backpacking at Big South Fork River and Recreation
Area.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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