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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Wwellesley College

Contact name and title: Patrick Willoughby, Director of Sustainability
Contact phone: 781-283-2755

Contact email: pwilloug@wellesley.edu

School’s city and state: Wellesley, MA

Number of students: 2,100

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:_JPW paTe;03/19/10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal % Wind % Biomass
100 9, Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

The College produces 90+ % of its own electricity through the utilization of five cogeneration engines
operating on natural gas. When the College does import from the Town's grid, that electricity is from
hydro (4%) and natural gas (96%).

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
92 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity 8 9%Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

The above numbers include all fuel to run the College's five cogeneration engines for heating but also
cooling in the warmer months so the data is a bit skewed but the data does not allow for calculations on
just heating.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

The College has not built any new buildings in the past three years and had only one major renovation.
Currently the College is performing a "gut" renovation on Alumnae Hall for which we are seeking LEED
certification. LEED certification will also be pursued for the major renovation of our Observatory. The
renovation of the Observatory is currently in its initial stages.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

25 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

N/A %

The College has been aggressive in moving towards more efficient lighting. While percentages are not
available the College has replaced hundreds of incandescent lamps with efficient fluorescent lamps
including CFL's. Further, the College has been actively piloting the use of LED's both in buildings and
in street lights. Motion sensors and photo sensors are also installed as lighting systems are replaced.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

100 %
()

All appliances purchased by the College are mandated to be Energy Star-rated.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

The College recently replaced all windows in the older portion of the Science Center with high
efficiency widows. There also has been extensive mechanical upgrades, including fume hoods, to the
Science Center and other buildings on campus. The insulation on the steam lines in the extensive
tunnel system has been repaired or replaced to decrease heat loss and to facilitate the proper
removal of asbestos. Mechanical systems are upgraded with more efficient systems when replaced.

Direct drive motors are routinely replaced with variable frequency drive (VFD) units which increase
the efficiency of the related systems.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

18%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

8 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

40 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, they are available at every meal and in all dining halls.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Limited and bottle water use has been dramatically reduced over the past several years. For the past
three years every in coming first year has been provided with a reusable drinking container.
7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Wellesley College maintains community gardens for use by faculty, staff and town residents. A
student group, Regeneration, also has land at the gardens and organically grows crops for donation
and for use at the college. More information can be obtained http://wellesleygirlscanfarm.tumblr.com



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Studies major (also offer a minor)

Geosciences major (also a minor)
Biological Sciences (encompasses ecology)
Sustainability Certificate with Babson and Olin College (not a major); Anticipated Start Date Fall '10

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

WRIT 125 18 Electric Power and the Environment
ES 111/GEOS 111 The Yucca Mountain Problem: Where Should We Put Nuclear Waste?

ES 222 Dynamic Modeling of Environmental Issues
ES 300 Environmental Decisionmaking: Topic Spring '09 Sustainable Renovation of the Sports Center

ECON 228 Environmental and Resource Economics

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Curriculum/courses.html

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Beth DeSombre, Frost Professor of Environmental Studies, Director of ES Program, List of Pubs and
Awards: http://www.wellesley.edu/Polisci/DeSombre/main.html

Jay Turner, Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies, List of Pubs and Awards:
http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Faculty/Jay/jayturner.html

Dan Brabander, Associate Professor of Geosciences, List of Pubs and Awards:

http://www.wellesley.edu/Geosciences/Faculty/dbrabander.html
List of all Advisory Faculty in ES: http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Faculty/faculty.html

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Environmental Studies Program; Wellesley Center for the Environment: New initiative w/ newsletter;
Wellesley Botanic Gardens, Friends of Horticulture, and Greenhouses;

Wellesley Sustainability Co-Op (SCOOP) Wellesley College's Sustainable Living Cooperative;
Wellesley-Olin-Babson Tri-Campus Environment & Sustainability Initiative and Certificate Program

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Not specifically
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

24 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

No formal blanket sustainable purchasing policy but sustainability is a factor in purchasing materials
and services for the College.

On all managed bid processes that exceed $100,000, HUB vendors are actively sourced and included
in the process. Also - we include "green" language in the RFP asking vendors to supply
environmentally preferred options, processes, operations, etc.

"Wellesley College is committed to socially responsible purchasing, promoting

business activity with minority-owned companies whenever it makes sense to
do so . This commitment enjoys broad support on campus. "

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes, but this is quite variable by department.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

The Wellesley College Police operates a free shuttle van on a scheduled route around campus from
6:00 P.M. until 2:00 A.M. during the academic year.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

The College provides secure bike racks at residential and academic buildings. A student organization
has recently launched a bike sharing program and the College will assist this program where
appropriate. More information can be obtained at http://www.wellesley.edu/Newspaper/090429/n3.html

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

The College offers free transportation (Exchange Bus) Monday - Friday, from 7:00 A.M. until 12:00 am.
to 7 off-campus destinations including Cambridge (Boston). There is also a weekend bus (Senate

Bus) that offers discounted transportation into Boston and Cambridge on the weekends. Wellesley
College offers their students the MBTA Semester Pass at an 11% discount. We manage a carpooling

conference on our college-wide communications system. We have four Zipcars currently residing on
our campus for use by students, faculty and staff.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

5 9

The vast majority of students reside on main campus.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

98%

| do not want to appear deceptive here. Nearly all of our non-diverted waste goes to a waste to
electricity facility so hardly any is land filled. The amount recycled or composted however is 12.5%
exclusive of yard waste and is 37% including yard waste.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes and we are continually trying to improve the program.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes, although we do not have football.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

The College only has limited food composting but the College produces all needed loam, compost and
wood mulch used on campus by processing all yard waste generated on campus, including stumps.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Our goal is to increase the amount recycled to 25% of the waste stream while decreasing our total
solid waste stream by 20% by 2013.

http://www.wellesley.edu/AdminandPlanning/Sustainability/docs/sustainabilityreport2008.doc

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?
Yes, and donation bins or drop areas are located in each residence hall. Last year 13,973 pounds of

clothes, for example, were collected and donated and this year a program is being developed to
formalize the collection and reuse of nearly all usable items being discarded.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes, please go to link below, the mission statement is at the very top of the page.

http://www.wellesley.edu/AdminandPlanning/Sustainability/index.html

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator

position a part-time or full-time position?

The College has a full time Director of Sustainability. The College also has an active Sustainability
Advisory Committee with key representation by faculty, staff and students.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes, by the following statement: Our goal is to further reduce our consumption of electricity by 13% by
2013 (for a total reduction of 25% between 2003-2013) and to reduce our consumption of other energy
by 15% as buildings and systems are upgraded.

The plan to achieve this goal is primarily by increasing efficiencies within buildings and systems both
pro actively and as maintenance and renovations occur. The College has reduced its electrical
consumption by over 225 since its bench mark year of FY 2004

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes, please see page 29 of the following link

http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Research/pdf/ES300-2008-Wellesley-GHG-Audit.pdf

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Percentage reduced: 12%
Baseline year: 2003
Date achieved: 2007

This needs to be updated but the College has had further, significant reductions in electrical
consumption in 2008 and 2009 resulting in lower GHG emissions above the 12% reduction. Thermal
loads have also remained relatively steady in the past two years.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

For at least the last four decades, the College has published an annual report that contains detailed
information on the endowment. Today, it also includes a letter from the Chief Investment Officer. The
CIO's letter discusses performance, investment strategy, asset allocation, and other investment issues.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The Subcommittee on Proxy Voting deals with issues of investment responsibility. The College has a
longstanding tradition of voting all the endowment's proxies directly. The SPV, a subcommittee of the
Investment Committee, is chaired by a trustee, and includes members of the Investment Committee, the
student body, and the faculty. It is staffed by members of the Investment Office. When new issues
arise, a student employee of the Investment Office researches the issue and presents her research to
the SPV. lIssues are thoroughly discussed before the SPV votes.

Many of the proposals that the SPV has dealt with over the years relate to environmental issues.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

The College's portfolio includes a significant number of private equity, venture capital, energy and
timber funds that invest in new technologies and businesses focused on environmental sustainability.
Among other things, portfolio companies are pursuing new technologies in solar, wind, biofuels and
batteries, engineering improved energy efficiencies in manufacturing and technology, and working to
improve the efficiencies of the power grid. Such investments are made when the investment firms that
College invests with find opportunities that meet their investment criteria. In most cases, the College
has longstanding relationships with the firms making these investments.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Many of our courses focus on student projects for greening the campus or the broader community. A
few examples: ES300, our capstone environmental studies program, lists its course project here:
http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Research/es300.html; ES312 involves projects, many of
which have changed campus behavior by such things as low-flow showerheads, composting, etc;
ES/GEQS 201 has worked with the Food project in greater Boston to evaluate the contamination of soils
used to grow food in community gardens and recommend remediation.

Many ES thesis students have worked with communities on stakeholder-relevant research.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Wellesley Energy and Environmental Defense (WEED), a student organization, consistently organizes
speakers, many nationally known, to come to campus to lecture and to engage faculty, staff and students

in discussion regarding environmental issues. The College also sponsors an internal energy competition
every year.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

The College considers its landscape, which includes many natural areas, one of its most important
assets. Increasing the number and amounts of natural areas within the College's land holdings, including
main campus, is a high Sustainability priority. The undeveloped shores of Lake Waban, a 108 acre lake
abutting much of the campus, is restricted from development. As part of a remediation project 7.35 acres
of wetlands were recreated and approximately 1.5 acres of wetlands were installed as part of the
restoration of Alumnae Valley. These wetlands are now preserved from future development. The
College's nine hole golf course is also striving to achieve International Audubon Certification.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Wellesley does not have a formal written policy but does strive to provide high quality indoor air by
utilizing low VOC paints and cleaning supplies, introduction of adequate amounts of fresh air and by

changing filters on HVAC equipment as needed. Further, the College has active Mold Management
Program which promotes good indoor air quality.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Many academic departments utilize the College's landscape and natural areas as a living classroom a
laboratory. Environmental Studies programs, walks, field trips, and lectures are open to the whole
community; there are weekly events. Further the Botanic Gardens and its associated Friends of
Horticulture have many classes and programs that fit this criteria.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

On a continuing basis, appropriate areas of campus are being returned to a more naturalistic state with
primary emphasis on native species. Areas which have been addressed over the past year include the
slope between Davis Museum and College Road, the circle behind Clapp Library, the circle between
Claflin and Lake House and the area at the end of Tupelo Point. 51 trees, 110 shrubs and multiple
ground cover and herbaceous plants were planted.

LED lights, including retrofits of our signature street lights, are being tested for expanded
implementation. Mechanical upgrades for efficiency continues as a priority.

A dedicated Biodiesel tank and pump was installed for the College's fleet.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

» The Class of '57 Green Fund received a significant number of proposals from the College Community
over the past year (2009). Initiatives submitted and approved for funding by the Sustainability Advisory
Committee included:

0 A stipend to support two Farm Justice Fellowships during this past summer. These two students
worked on organic garden plots at the green houses and north forty as well as patio containers at Bates.
These plots supplied produce for the campus and for a local food pantry.

0 A stationary bike adapter to allow for the generation of electricity while utilizing the bike for exercise.
The bike has a small TV mounted to the handlebars and is powered as the bike is pedaled.

o The purchase of five electric or E-Bikes which can be pedaled and/or assisted by an electric motor.
Two are being used by Campus Police and two are being used by Facilities while the fifth bike is being
used for demonstration purposes.

o Partial funding of a ground mounted solar panel photovoltaic system to be located near the athletic
fields on west campus. This proposal also included a request for a solar powered street light. This light
will be installed in Dower Lot which is used for Admissions parking.

o The purchase of a Big Belly solar powered trash compactor with adjacent recycling bins for paper,
cardboard and commingled materials.

0 A pilot program to initiate Green Laundry in the Tower Hill residential buildings. The goal of the
program is to reduce phosphorus, waste from packaging and to save energy by utilizing more efficient
laundry practices.

0 An educational art exhibit and workshop with a guest lecturer utilizing and reusing found paper on
campus.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text82: Many of our courses focus on student projects for greening the campus or the broader community. A few examples: ES300, our capstone environmental studies program, lists its course project here: http://www.wellesley.edu/EnvironmentalStudies/Research/es300.html; ES312 involves projects, many of which have changed campus behavior by such things as low-flow showerheads, composting, etc; 
ES/GEOS 201 has worked with the Food project in greater Boston to evaluate the contamination of soils used to grow food in community gardens and recommend remediation.

Many ES thesis students have worked with communities on stakeholder-relevant research.
	Text83: Wellesley Energy and Environmental Defense (WEED), a student organization, consistently organizes speakers, many nationally known, to come to campus to lecture and to engage faculty, staff and students in discussion regarding environmental issues. The College also sponsors an internal energy competition every year.
	Text84: The College considers its landscape, which includes many natural areas, one of its most important assets. Increasing the number and amounts of natural areas within the College's land holdings, including main campus, is a high Sustainability priority. The undeveloped shores of  Lake Waban, a 108 acre lake abutting much of the campus, is restricted from development. As part of a remediation project 7.35 acres of wetlands were recreated and approximately 1.5 acres of wetlands were installed as part of the restoration of Alumnae Valley. These wetlands are now preserved from future development. The College's nine hole golf course is also striving to achieve International Audubon  Certification.
	Text85: Wellesley does not have a formal written policy but does strive to provide high quality indoor air by utilizing low VOC paints and cleaning supplies, introduction of adequate amounts of fresh air and by changing filters on HVAC equipment as needed. Further, the College has active Mold Management Program which promotes good indoor air quality. 
	Text86:  Many academic departments utilize the College's landscape and natural areas as a living classroom a laboratory. Environmental Studies programs, walks, field trips, and lectures are open to the whole community; there are weekly events. Further the Botanic Gardens and its associated Friends of Horticulture have many classes and programs that fit this criteria.


	Text87:  On a continuing basis, appropriate areas of campus are being returned to a more naturalistic state with primary emphasis on native species.  Areas which have been addressed over the past year include the slope between Davis Museum and College Road, the circle behind Clapp Library, the circle between Claflin and Lake House and the area at the end of Tupelo Point. 51 trees, 110 shrubs and multiple ground cover and herbaceous plants were planted.
LED lights, including retrofits of our signature street lights, are being tested for expanded implementation. Mechanical upgrades for efficiency continues as a priority.
A dedicated Biodiesel tank and pump was installed for the College's fleet.
	Text88: • The Class of ’57 Green Fund received a significant number of proposals from the College Community over the past year (2009). Initiatives submitted and approved for funding by the Sustainability Advisory Committee included:

o A stipend to support two Farm Justice Fellowships during this past summer. These two students worked on organic garden plots at the green houses and north forty as well as patio containers at Bates. These plots supplied produce for the campus and for a local food pantry.

o A stationary bike adapter to allow for the generation of electricity while utilizing the bike for exercise. The bike has a small TV mounted to the handlebars and is powered as the bike is pedaled. 

o The purchase of five electric or E-Bikes which can be pedaled and/or assisted by an electric motor. Two are being used by Campus Police and two are being used by Facilities while the fifth bike is being used for demonstration purposes.

o Partial funding of a ground mounted solar panel photovoltaic system to be located near the athletic fields on west campus. This proposal also included a request for a solar powered street light. This light will be installed in Dower Lot which is used for Admissions parking.

o The purchase of a Big Belly solar powered trash compactor with adjacent recycling bins for paper, cardboard and commingled materials.

o A pilot program to initiate Green Laundry in the Tower Hill residential buildings. The goal of the program is to reduce phosphorus, waste from packaging and to save energy by utilizing more efficient laundry practices.

o An educational art exhibit and workshop with a guest lecturer utilizing and reusing found paper on campus.



