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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Whitman College

Contact name and title: Lisa Curtis, Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 510-872-9269

Contact email: sustainability@whitman.edu

School’s city and state: Walla Walla, Washington

Number of students: 1450

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: LC paATE: 2-19-10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

32 % Coal 32 9% Wind % Biomass
11 9 Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
1 % Nuclear 24 % Hydro % Other

This includes wind energy specifically purchased through Pacific Power and Light's Blue Sky Program

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
95 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
> % Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We don't spend the money for LEED certification but rather work with the contractor to ensure that the
buildings meet LEED silver

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

100 %

Our campus core and south side is irrigated with reclaimed water. Approximately 50-60% of the
irrigation water used is reclaimed untreated water.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

99 %

There are very few incandescent fixtures. Approximately 99% are fluorescent or metal halide.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

50 %

We have a facilities "lifecycle" program that includes quarterly review of all building systems

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Whitman began a major renovation/new construction program several years ago. Included in that

program was an extensive review of the building systems including HVAC, building envelope, natural
light, energy efficient lighting, etc.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

15cy0

Approximately 15% of things that our catering company can actually identify.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

1 %

There are no large farms in the area that could supply a high-volume of organic product. We place
other issues such as eating "local" above purchasing from far-away and cost-prohibitive organic.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, have had a partnership with Monterey Bay Aquarium for the last 10 or 15 years

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

30 %

We purchase all of our beef from Oregon- pasture raised, up until the last month when it heads to the
feedlot- segregated from the other cows for monitoring, not corn fed.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

The college does not purchase bottled water for events or offices and encourages the use of drinking
fountains and permanent water containers. It is available through third party vending machines.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes we maintain an organic garden and are currently in the process of expanding the farm,
beginning with baby salad greens that are sold to the catering company. We also are pilot testing
"edible landscaping" near the amphitheater as a part of our grounds program



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Biology-Environmental Studies, Chemistry-Environmental Studies, Geology Environmental Studies,
Physics-Environmental Studies, Economics-Environmental Studies, Politics-Environmental Studies,
Sociology-Environmental Studies, Environmental Humanities

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Introduction to Environmental Studies, Physics Energy and the Environment, Environmental Citizen and
Leadership

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes, http://www.whitman.edu/environmental_studies/courses.html

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Director of Environmental Studies Program, Phil Brick

-developed new semester-long field program now focused on climate change and public lands,
semester in the west

-developed new summer program focused on rural sustainability issues, whitman in the wallowas
-named outstanding environmental educator by the environmental education association of
washington, 2004

-developed new interdisciplinary course, "sustainability” for ES students

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The environmental studies major develops a common core of knowledge through extensive
interdepartmental course work, complemented by a concentration in a specific area in either the
environmental humanities, sciences, or social sciences. The student may elect one of eight areas of
concentration — biology, chemistry, economics, geology, humanities, physics, politics or sociology.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No but mandatory "green orientation" program was recently approved for all incoming students next fall
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
33 %

Politics, Sociology, Economics, History, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Geology, Philosophy, German,
Spanish



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Starting July 2008, the college purchases only Energy Star electric equipment whenever possible.
Exceptions are made for custom-built scientific research equipment and other devices that do not
comply with the Energy Star standards.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes, in addition to being Forest Stewardship Council Certified, the paper is 100% post consumer waste
recycled content.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

No official agreements but because our catering company, Bon Appetit, cooks from scratch, we are
able to minimize waste that would have come from pre-packaged foods

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Due to the small size of our town, and the residential nature of our campus (70% of students live on
campus, 90% live within 5 blocks) everything is within walking distance and most students also ride a
bike. A cheap ($0.75) bus provides service around town and has a bus stop located next to campus.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We have substantially more bike racks than designated parking places for cars. We also have

continually added more bike racks, have a bicycle repair shop that charges little to nothing for the
repairs and we are in the process of starting a bike co-op.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes. We provide a bus to and from major cities during breaks so that students don't feel as though they

need cars. We also have an annual green commuting contest where employees are entered into raffles
with fun prizes if they "commute green.”

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

0-5 %

Again 70% of students live on campus, 90% live within 5 blocks.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

92 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

25%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes, although since we are such a small school we rarely have events that overflow the receptacles
currently provided

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, we currently have two composters and have just purchased two more. We have a group working
to make compost available at dining locations but it is currently difficult due to the fact that our dining

halls produce the food from scratch and thus have a large amount of waste generated, requiring a
very large and expensive compost receptacles.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes. A committee of students, faculty and staff are continually looking at ways to reduce waste as well
as students during the ghg audit are also looking for areas of reduction. One of our environmental
principles which guides campus policy is "To reduce the amount of non-recyclable materials, to reuse
materials when possible, and utilize recycled materials."

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?
Yes, we provide bins in every dormitory and have two pick-ups at the end of the year.



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes we have environmental principles that are readily available on our "About Whitman" page.
http://www.whitman.edu/content/about/environment

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, we have a part-time sustainability coordinator.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

No, we are waiting until we complete our current ghg audit before forming a plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes we have conducted one full audit and one partial audit and are currently in the midst of our third.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

We won't know until we complete the audit.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.
No.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

The college leases several plots of dry wheat farm land for 37 wind turbines



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes! On the local level, we have had over two hundred students install CFLs in lower-income
neighborhoods, nine students start an eco-business to grow organic food for the dining halls and a
dozen students form a network with the two other local colleges in order to discuss pressing issues
which are often environmental. At the state and national level, we have had phone banks, petitions and
have had over two dozen students lobby their elected officials in Washington D.C. as part of Powershift.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

We have had energy contests between the dorms and environmental art contests. All of the contests
have been very successful.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes set aside 26 acres called the Johnston Wilderness Campus for use on environmental projects and

retreats. We also have multiple indigenous landscaping sites with low-water use gas. We also lease land
for a $1 a year for a community garden.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. We purchase Green-e cleaning supplies.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. Our Outdoor Program (OP) was recently rated the top college outdoor program in Washington
state! The main goals of the OP are to assist people in their outdoor pursuits, provide leadership
training, and provide Whitman students with safe outdoor alternatives to their time in Walla Walla.The
OP Shop provides quality rental equipment and activities that cater to novice, beginner, and
intermediate skill levels. We also have many resources for folks planning their own trips, including
equipment rentals, maps, books, and local knowledge.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

1. We launched a centralized print management system to decrease paper waste where all students
were given $50 of free printing credit. We have saved 197,963 sheets of paper thus far.

2. Students, faculty, staff and alumni collaborated to raise over $165,000 in order to install a 21 kwWh
solar array

3. We also launched a $50,00 Sustainability Revolving Loan Fund (SRLF) designated for projects that
improve the sustainability of the campus and pay back within five years. We have funded three projects:
a model-farm project to produce organic salad greens for the dining halls, a project to install aerators in
all campus faucets to use 75% less energy and a project to recycle hazardous chemical waste.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Our Sustainability Wiki (www.whitman.edu/content/about/environment/sustainability) was recently
recognized by Climate Lab as an innovative approach to sharing ideas, best practices and strategies for
addressing sustainability and climate change issues on-campus. We are currently engaged in a
partnership with them to improve our wiki and use it as a model for other colleges
(http://blog.climatelab.org/?p=318)

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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