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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Hamilton College

Contact name and title: Vvige Barrie, director of media relations
Contact phone: 315-859-4623

Contact email: vbarrie@hamilton.edu

School’s city and state: Hamilton College, Clinton, NY

Number of students: 1833

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: VB pATE: 3/19/10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

10 9% Coal 1 % Wind 1 9% Biomass
8 9% Natural Gas 1 % Solar 0 9% Geothermal
53 % Nuclear 24 % Hydro 2 % Other O

Above is the fuel mix for National Grid for the Upstate Region environmental disclosure label for the 2006
Calendar year.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

0 9% Coal % Biomass
97 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity 3 %Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Hamilton has two building with Geothermal systems that use groundwater source heat pumps on a
closed loop system. We have a third building under construction which will use this technology, and it
will be operational in August 2010.Hamilton heats its buildings with three sources - natural gas, fuel oil
and electricity. The above numbers represent only the percentage used for gas and fuel oil since we
have no means to separate out the total number of kwh used between heating, cooling and plug loads.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

50 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Hamilton has two LEED certified buildings on campus representing 6% of our total square feet.
Skenandoa House is a silver LEED certification in 2005. The above 5% represents our most recent

LEED Certified facility - Kirner-Johnson Hall, which achieved a LEED Gold Certification in November
20009.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

20 %

Hamilton only waters its athletic fields. No other landscaping is watered on campus. The above
percentage is an approximation based on acreage watered using an untreated lake source.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

28 %

The above percentage represents the square footage of buildings with a renovation age of 10 years or
less. All these buildings were designed with energy efficient lighting in mind. However, Hamilton

continues to upgrade its lighting systems in its older buildings, thus the percentage above is on the low
end.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

The campus has a policy to use only Energy Star rated units when available. Percent is unknown.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Hamilton is continually upgrading the efficiency of its facilities. This past year, Hamilton retrofitted an
1894 classroom building with new windows, improved insulation and a new heating system thus
reducing the heating fuel use by 60%. We have two projects being bid to upgrade insulation in three
residence halls in the summer of 2010. We have not written policy. Our program is to combine
efficiency projects with renewal and maintenance projects, thus as systems are replaced, they are
upgraded to improve the thermal envelope and efficiency of the building systems.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

30cy0

The percent does fluctuate throughout the year because of the shorter growing season, but 30
percent is the average.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

2 %

We concentrate more on local and sustainable, but about 2% is certified organic.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

We follow the standards of The Monterey Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

40 %

We do have meat on our menus, but we try to use less beef. We have worked to reduce the amount
of beef we use on campus, because of the carbon effect beef production has on our environment.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Our standard is to have vegetarian options available at every meal. At any given meal the
vegetarian choices can range between 20-30 percent.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

We do sell bottled water on campus. Over the last 2 years we have reduced the amount on campus
by 70%. We try to use tap water instead, whenever possible .

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

A three-quarter acre community garden on campus is managed by students. The mission of the
garden is to dedicate itself to furthering the value of sustainability by utilizing sustainable and organic
techniques and offering an outdoor classroom for students to learn these values experientially.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Hamilton offers an environmental studies major.
https://www.hamilton.edu/academics/department.html?dept=Environmental%20Studies

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

These and similar topics are introduced within a course on global warming but there are no specific
courses that address these subjects exclusively.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

yes - https://www.hamilton.edu/applications/catalogue/display.cfm?id=63

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Geoscientist Eugene Domack, whose research confirmed that the collapse of Antarctica's Larsen B Ice
Shelf was unprecedented during the past 10,000 years, published many articles related to the
environmental changes in Antarctica in journals such as "Nature," "Antarctic Science," "Marine
Geology," and "Geological Society of America Bulletin." Microbiologist Mike McCormick, a specialist in
environmental chemistry, is funded by grants from the ACS Petroleum Research Fund, the Department
of Energy (DOE) and the National Science Foundation. Biology professor Ernest Williams publishes on
population biology, chemical ecology, conservation of butterflies.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Via the Levitt Public Affairs Center's Sustainability Program, professors have amassed survey data on
environmental issues at http://www.hamilton.edu/levitt/Sustainability/Data.html The Environmental
Molecular Science Initiative focuses on identification and remediation of environmental issues.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Hamilton has no core curriculum requirements.
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

30 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Hamilton College has adopted a Green Purchasing policy, see below.

When available and feasible, we will balance environmental considerations with performance,
availability and cost.

The following criteria may be considered:

*Durable, multi-use products — as opposed to single-use items

*Made of recycled or recyclable materials

*Biodegradable

*Energy efficient, both in production and usage (i.e., Energy Star appliances)

*Recyclable or can be easily disposed of in a safe manner

*Produced by companies that follow environmentally sound practices in the acquisition of raw materials
and in the production process

*Minimal packaging, any necessary packaging made of reusable/recycled/recyclable materials

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

75 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

All College publications are printed on FSC certified recycled paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.
All our computer and printer hardware purchases are Energy Star 5.0 compliant. All our Macintosh

computers (iMac, Mac mini, MacBook Pro) meet the EPEAT gold standard. The Dell configurations are
EPEAT gold and silver.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

Copier vendors pick up and recycle used toner cartridges.

Most furniture vendors deliver their products blanket wrapped rather than in cartons.

We are working with Staples to develop a program. Once in place, they will take back and reuse their
cartons.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

When economically feasible. All computers in residence halls are energy star. All appliances in the
residence halls are energy star rated including refrigerators, stoves, microwaves, washer and dryers.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. The College operates travel jitheys that transport students to off-campus sites (shopping, movies,

etc.). There is no shuttle service around campus since we are a pedestrian campus and all buildings
are within easy walking distance.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Hamilton recently completed a study of bike use on campus in concert with the Student Bike Coop,
Student Environmental Action Group and members of the faculty and staff to improve bike storage and

paths on campus. Students reintroduced the Gilded Bicycle Guild, which provides a fleet of bicycles for
the community to use.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

We are located in a small village 15 minutes from a small city. The only public transportation available

is offered by the public bus transit company which makes eight daily visits to the Hamilton campus.
Hamilton subsidizes this service.

We have an agreement with Zipcars to provide cars for short duration usage to encourage
students/employees to use alternatives to their personal vehicles.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

<2 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

20.1 o

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

All buildings have recycling stations located with trash. Each trash and recycling station has a trash
bin, a paper/cardboard bin, a container bin, and a $0.05 returnable beverage container bin. Posters at
each recycling station instruct where and how waste stream components should be sorted. Our
student-run Recycling Task Force drives the program on a weekly basis through monitoring,
assessment and corrective actions.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Container recycling is provided along with trash receptacles. For large events, larger recycling
containers are strategically deployed, based upon the type, size and duration of the event.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Leaf Material is collected and used as an organic compost. Food - No although dining waste is being
reduced at the source (education, trayless food service).

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
Hamilton is committed to reducing its waste.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. An annual collection, called "Cram and Scram," is managed by students in coordination with
Physical Plant to collect clothing, food, bedding and other items donated by departing students.
Collection points are set up in each residence hall and moved to central location for sorting. Clothing,
food and bedding are donated to local charities, while furniture items are stored until the fall for resale
to returning students. This has reduced end-of-year waste by more than 15 percent.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

http://www.hamilton.edu/Sustainability/HamiltonClimateActionPlan-Aug09.pdf
http://www.hamilton.edu/sustainability/sustainabilityplan.html
http://www.hamilton.edu/sustainability/

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Hamilton has a Director of Environmental Protection, Safety and Sustainability, as well as a Campus
Sustainability Committee, chaired by the Vice President of Administration & Finance. The college also
has a team of faculty members who gather and share research data. They are part of an
interdisciplinary program that supports research on sustainability.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

The college's Climate Action Plan is a collaborative effort that includes faculty, staff, trustees and
current and former students. The college is committed to being a role model for positive climate action
by becoming climate neutral over time. Environmental education and stewardship will continue to be a
priority. Students, faculty and staff at Hamilton College will work to protect and sustain a healthy
environment through institutional processes, management of facilities and educational activities.
Hamilton is a charter signatory to the American College & University President's Climate Commitment.
http://www.hamilton.edu/Sustainability/HamiltonClimateActionPlan-Aug09.pdf

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes it has, as part of the fall 2008 deliverable to the American College & University President's Climate
Commitment.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

We achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions of 6% from 2007 to 2008.
We achieved a reduction of 3% from 2008 to 2009.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Information is not currently available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Information is not currently available.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Information is not currently available.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Six students represented Hamilton at Power Shift 2009 in Washington D.C. In May's end-of-year
recycling program, Recycling Task Force students collected reusable items and waste was reduced by
10 tons. Students reintroduced the Gilded Bicycle Guild, which provides a fleet of bicycles for the
community to use. Students Natalie Elking and Isabelle Cannell '11 published their research with
geoscientist Eugene Domack on possible wind energy usage in Patagonia. Dozens of students worked
with faculty researching and publishing on other environmental issues. Students also organized and ran
"Can the Can" trash reduction program, dorm energy competitions, recyclemania and a reusable mug
program and presented a week of environmental programming for the campus.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Dorm Energy Battle using energy "dashboards" to compare energy usage
http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/ ; Green Week, a series of presentations, films, and educational
activities;Can the Can waste reduction program - student -initiated education program to replace large
trash cans;Red is the new Green:campus reusable mug system; Recyclemania: national competition;
Cram and Scram; reuse/recycle program aimed at reducing tons of end-of-the-semester waste

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

The college maintains more than 975 wooded acres and fields with more than 65 tree species. Hamilton
completed a Land Use and Circulation Plan in 2002 with these principles: Open Space is an integral
component of the landscape in terms of ecological functions; Lawn spaces defined by existing buildings
along roadways will be maintained as open space free of parking & buildings; Ecologically sensitive
areas including wetlands, waterways, steep slopes and forested areas will be preserved; The primacy of
the pedestrian experience will be maintained in future development; Areas for future development will be
environmentally compatible with existing land conditions.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. In spring 2009, Hamilton moved to a 100% green cleaning policy for all campus facilities.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

The college has a very active Outdoor Leadership Center from which students participate in a wide
variety of activities on and off campus. The 200+ acres of wooded pathways are heavily used by faculty
and students for walking, snowshoeing, skiing, etc. Many students are involved in the community
garden. We offer several classes that involve travel and study in the Adirondack Park. Outdoor
adventure (kayaking, ice-climbing, leadership) programs are offered throughout the year.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Green Cleaning Policy; increased purchase levels of renewable energy by 15%;

Purchased our first all-electric truck as a test case to determine its viability for on campus support -
primarily for Physical Plant operations.

Attained LEED Gold Certification for most recent building addition and renovation project to a major
campus classroom and office building in November 2009

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

On Campus web-based energy dashboard http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/hamilton/. The
dashboard is an interactive Web site that displays energy usage for buildings in real-time. The system
also stores data so that, over time, energy-use comparisons can be made to previous days, months and
years. The college has conducted several inter-dormitory competitions on energy usage.

A student organization, Hamilton Environmental Action Group, is tied directly into managing the college
recycling program and also developing the dorm energy challenge using the campus energy dashboard

A major dorm and a major office building received ENERGY STAR certification.

The Class of 2010 Senior Gift will create an Environmental Endowment Fund.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text84: The college maintains more than 975 wooded acres and fields with more than 65 tree species. Hamilton completed a Land Use and Circulation Plan in 2002 with these principles: Open Space is an integral component of the landscape in terms of ecological functions; Lawn spaces defined by existing buildings along roadways will be maintained as open space free of parking & buildings; Ecologically sensitive areas including wetlands, waterways, steep slopes and forested areas will be preserved; The primacy of the pedestrian experience will be maintained in future development; Areas for future development will be environmentally compatible with existing land conditions.

	Text85: Yes.  In spring 2009, Hamilton moved to a 100% green cleaning policy for all campus facilities.
	Text86: The college has a very active Outdoor Leadership Center from which students participate in a wide variety of activities on and off campus. The 200+ acres of wooded pathways are heavily used by faculty and students for walking, snowshoeing, skiing, etc. Many students are involved in the community garden. We offer several classes that involve travel and study in the Adirondack Park. Outdoor adventure (kayaking, ice-climbing, leadership) programs are offered throughout the year. 

 
	Text87: Green Cleaning Policy; increased purchase levels of renewable energy by 15%;

Purchased our first all-electric truck as a test case to determine its viability for on campus support -   primarily for Physical Plant operations.

Attained LEED Gold Certification for most recent building addition and renovation project to a major campus classroom and office building  in November 2009
	Text88: On Campus web-based energy dashboard http://buildingdashboard.com/clients/hamilton/. The dashboard is an interactive Web site that displays energy usage for buildings in real-time. The system also stores data so that, over time, energy-use comparisons can be made to previous days, months and years. The college has conducted several inter-dormitory competitions on energy usage.

A student organization, Hamilton Environmental Action Group, is tied directly into managing the college recycling program and also developing the dorm energy challenge using the campus energy dashboard

A major dorm and a major office building received ENERGY STAR certification.

The Class of 2010 Senior Gift will create an Environmental Endowment Fund.


