
SIERRA MAGAZINE’S 2010 “COOLEST SCHOOLS” QUESTIONNAIRE

EFFICIENCY

ENERGY SUPPLY

FOOD

ACADEMICS

PURCHASING

TRANSPORTATION

WASTE MANAGEMENT

ADMINISTRATION

FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

OTHER INITIATIVES 

2007 2008 2009

 

distributed



Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: Amherst College
	Text2: Caroline Jenkins Hanna, director of media relations
	Text3: 413-542-8417
	Text4: channa@amherst.edu
	Text5: Amherst, Mass. 
	Text6: About 1,700 (this semester, 1,697)
	Text7: CJH
	Text8: 03/31/10
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
The college produces approximately 60% of its total energy demand with a co-generation plant that is fueled primarily with clean burning natural gas. The balance of the power is derived from the grid and we contract with a provider, Trans-Canada, who provides green power mostly from renewable sources such as hydro and wind.  
	Text20: 
	Text21: 50
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 50
	Text26: Co-generation produces approximately 25% of the steam necessary to heat and cool our buildings.
	Text27: 0
	Text28: While the LEED certification process has been a powerful force in prompting many institutions to incorporate sustainable features in newly constructed buildings, we at Amherst fear it can force organizations to make decisions that are potentially unfavorable to the institution, simply to achieve the point rankings necessary for certification. Amherst's guidelines do, however, borrow standards from LEED and guide the college in making fundamentally sound business and environmental decisions.
	Text29: 0
	Text30: All of Amherst's athletic fields are watered by an automatic field irrigation system that provides water to several zones (between 5 a.m. and 7 a.m.) for just 5 to 15 minutes on a daily basis or once every 3 days (depending on the weather). Sensors disable the system when there is substantial rain.
	Text31: 75
	Text32: 75 percent of lighting fixtures use compact fluorescent lighting, and another 30 percent of spaces are on automated lighting systems.
	Text33: 
	Text34: Unknown. The college now only purchase ES-rated appliances, but there is no way of knowing that %
	Text35: We have a comprehensive program to conduct blower air door tests on buildings and tighten envelopes to reduce air infiltration. We have also embarked on a window upgrade program on our older, historic buildings.  
	Text36: 8-10
	Text37: 
	Text38: 1
	Text39: 
	Text40: Yes, we purchase nine varieties of fish/seafood that are deemed sustainable using Seafood Watch guidelines. 

	Text41: 80
	Text42: We feature local grass-fed beef once or twice per four-week cycle.

	Text43: Yes.  

	Text44: Bottled water is available through catering services and is used mostly for to-go athletic meal orders. We have reduced bottled water use by 50% over the last two years and continue to do so today.
	Text45: No
	Text46: Environmental studies
	Text47: Physics 09--Energy
	Text48: Environmental studies classes--https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/environmental_studies/courses
	Text49: Jan Dizard, Karena McKinney, Rick Lopez, Katherine Sims, Jessica Wolpaw Reyes, Edward Melillo, Anna Martini, Ethan Clotfelter, Ethan Temeles, Jill Miller, Michael Hood--the whole Environmental Studies faculty--https://www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/environmental_studies/faculty.
	Text50: No
	Text51: No; Amherst does not have any core curriculum or any requirements, environmental or otherwise.
	Text52: 34
	Text53: 
	Text54: No, not formally. But many--if not all--departments on campus make purchases in an environmentally sustainable way when possible, even though there is no set policy. 
	Text55: 25
	Text56: No, but Amherst has made great strides in the past two years to reduce paper waste by printing fewer publications. As a result, many college communiques are sent via e-mail or posted on the Web site and not printed.
	Text57: The college has a policy to purchase Energy Star-rated appliances.
	Text58: Unknown--we do not have a purchasing department, so each department has to make those agreements individually.
	Text59: Since we do not have a purchasing department with set contracts, it is hard to say that depends on the department making the purchase.
	Text60: The Amherst campus is very small, so people mostly walk and/or ride bikes around campus and to and from town. For longer trips within the Five College area, the nearby University of Massachusetts Transit System, in conjunction with the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority, offers a bus service between the Five Colleges and surrounding towns. The fares for Amherst students, faculty and staff are prepaid by the college, so all of these groups ride for free as long as they produce a valid ID.
	Text61: The college has installed bike racks outside of buildings across campus, and maintains trails leading to an 11-mile, former railroad track that is now a paved path used by bicyclists in addition to pedestrians, skateboarders, rollerbladers, cross country skiers and other recreationists. 
	Text62: Physical plant owns a bicycle that its staff uses to go to various job sites instead of a car; campus police has several officers on bikes. The college is also part of the Zipcar program. When motorized transportation is required, Amherst's fleet is very eco-friendly; the college has systematically upgraded and converted all of its heavy trucks, grounds equipment and delivery trucks to fuel-efficient diesel vehicles, switched all Amherst cars to hybrids or minivans and purchased a Vectrix electric motorcycle for the campus police force.
	Text63: 0
	Text64: There are no daily student commuters, according to the college's parking office. (A whopping 97% of undergraduates live on campus, and the few who don't live in residential halls live within 3 or 4 blocks of the college, so they walk to class.) 
	Text65: ~99
	Text66: This number is just an estimate because this is information we don't gather. However, there are around a half-dozen employees who bike to work year-round and nearly 50 employees who live within a half-mile campus and don't drive to work. That number also doesn't include the people who ride the bus to work.
	Text67: 33
	Text68: This number includes basic recycling, including paper, bottles, cans and cardboard. The college recycles other items, however. Last year alone, 37 tons of scrap metal, 7 tons of mixed electronics, 11 tons of books and 3 tons of tires were recycled.
	Text69: Yes
	Text70: Yes
	Text71: Yes and yes. Dining services at Amherst began its participation in a composting program in fall of 2008. Through the initiative, the college is working with a farmer in Vermont, who will compost approximately 25 percent of Amherst’s total waste stream a year. In 2009, 370 tons of food and green waste were composted.
	Text72: Not formally, although there has been a concerted effort to reduce waste in all areas across campus in recent years.
	Text73: Yes. There are bins in every residential hall year round, and what isn't donated to local nonprofits at the end of the school year is recycled. Last year, that amounted to about 8.5 tons of items. 
	Text74: https://www.amherst.edu/campuslife/greenamherst
	Text75: Jim Brassord, the college's director of facilities and associate treasurer of campus services, has been charged with broadening Amherst's sustainability efforts as part of his position. He is professionally and personally committed to environment in the same way a task force, coordinator or committee would be. Amherst also shares an energy manager with the five other colleges in the area.
	Text76: Yes, Amherst has made an official commitment in the form of the Amherst Climate Action plan, although no specific date for reducing carbon emissions has been set. Reductions involve recycling, co-generating energy and conserving energy, to name a few.
	Text77: Yes. Conor McDowell, a member of Amherst's Class of 2009, conducted the study using Clean Air – Cool Planet's GHG Emissions Inventory Calculator in 2007.
	Text78: The co-generation system alone has reduced the college's total carbon emissions by 6,000 tons since it went online in winter of 2008. 
	Text79: Yes. Summary information is available to the public about the Amherst endowment fund in the college’s annual report. More detailed information is made available to members of the of the school community (students, alumni, staff, administrators, professors, etc) at the investment office and/or on the college’s intranet.  
	Text80: Yes. It is called the Amherst College Advisory Committee on Socially Responsible Investing (ACSRI).

	Text81: Amherst currently works with several investment managers who are active investors in companies and technologies aimed at improving energy efficiency and environmental sustainability, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and financing the development, creation and implementation of sustainable energy solutions, water purification, etc. It evaluates opportunities on an ongoing basis and make investments as appropriate that meet the endowments overall risk/return objectives. 
	Text82: Clara Rowe, a member of Amherst's Class of 2011, does quite a bit of environmental education at the local public schools, as well as in Costa Rica. 
	Text83: Yes, students have participated in RecycleMania, a friendly 10-week recycling competition that is held each spring among colleges and universities all over the country. It is sponsored by the National Recycling Coalition and the U.S. EPA’s WasteWise program. Amherst also sponsors a Residence Hall Recycling Challenge, a competition that rewards the student dormitory that recycles the most material per capita. The college has also made a concerted effort to cut back paper notices and announcements by encouraging people to use the Web site. 
	Text84: Yes, we have a wildlife sanctuary that includes approximately 500 acres in a diverse collection of open fields (both actively maintained and unmanaged), wetlands, flood plain woods, river, upland woods, plantation pines, and ponds. It is an important place for both recreation and research.
	Text85: Nearly 80 percent of the products used in housekeeping on campus are green. The college is also aerosol-free, and dispensing systems are used to avoid over-dilution of cleaning products, which is wasteful, can harm cleaning surface sand can pose a risk to employees.
	Text86: The college has a student-run Outing Club, which organizes hiking, biking, camping and other trips for faculty, students and staff, and a mountain biking club. In addition, the athletics department regularly offers biking and other outdoor classes for members of the campus community.
	Text87: In September of 2009, the college made an agreement with farmers leasing Amherst property to delay mowing  a strip of land along a small waterway on campus that now serves as a buffer zone for wood turtles, who are officially recognized as a “species of special concern” by the state under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. The measure created a safe habitat for the turtles to live and forage for food. On an unrelated note, the college signed a deal in October to purchase power with TransCanada, primarily because the utility company produces about 50 percent of its electricity using renewable resources such as water and wind at a price that’s competitive with other providers.
	Text88: All of the college's green efforts are described here: https://www.amherst.edu/campuslife/greenamherst.


