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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 
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Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Phil Camill, presenter at Fall 2009 ASHEE conference, presenter at 2009 AESS conference "Greening the Academy: How Environmental Studies is Transforming Higher Education-- The Future of Environmental Studies." He also wrote an article for AESS newsletter: Camill, P. (2009) Environmental literacy in the academy. Newsletter of the AESS. Vol 2, Issue 2 (Summer 2009).   Mark Battle, Physics: http://www.bowdoin.edu/faculty/m/mbattle/  DeWitt John, ES/Government: http://www.bowdoin.edu/fac
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	Text59: Yes.   We order our computers with the highest practical energy rating (88% efficient power supplies) and opt for the “EPEAT Gold” settings whenever possible. 
	Text60: Yes.  
- Bowdoin Shuttle provides free and convenient transportation for Bowdoin students within one mile of campus.  Service is provided to downtown Brunswick, Concord Coach Lines bus stop, and many off-campus student apartments. 
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- Bowdoin Yellow Bike Club grants members access to fleet Yellow Bikes distributed across campus
- Promote Bowdoin's flat campus and Brunswick's official status as a Bicycle Friendly Community
- College increased the number of bicycle racks on campus to ensure a safe place for students to lock up bikes.
	Text62: Yes.  
- Beginning with the class of 2013, first-year cars are banned from campus.  
- Developed a Bowdoin specific Web site geared at faculty and staff that facilitates finding other interested car poolers within the Bowdoin Community.
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	Text71: Yes.  Compost receptacles are utilized by the Outing Club, student apartments, and the Bowdoin Organic Garden. All pre- and post-consumer food waste from all dining halls is picked up daily by a local farm for use as animal feed (estimating approximately 175,000 lbs. per year).
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- In addition to composting food waste and donating pre and post consumer food waste to a local farm for animal feed, Bowdoin also donates an estimated 1,500 lbs. of hot meals each year to the local hunger prevention program.
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- Bowdoin also has an active Climate Commitment Advisory Committee consisting of students, faculty, staff, senior administrators, and trustees that meet several times per semester to advance the goals of Bowdoin's Climate Action Plan.
	Text76: Yes.  Bowdoin intends to be carbon neutral by 2020. See: http://www.bowdoin.edu/sustainability/sustainable-planning/carbon-neutrality/index.shtml   
The overall strategy for making Bowdoin 100% carbon-neutral by 2020:  Existing commitment to Maine-sourced renewable energy credits – 41%, Own-source emission reductions – 28%, Grid improvements – 7%, Commuting improvements – 1%,  Any remaining balance (currently projected to be 23% in 2020) will be addressed through the adoption of new technologies and the purchase of additional renewable energy credits or appropriate carbon offsets.  
	Text77: Yes.
	Text78: Yes.  Bowdoin's total 08-09 emissions decreased 15% below 2002-2003 levels.  (This does not include our purchase of RECs - if they were included in our 08-09 emissions it would be a decrease of 40% from 02-03 emissions)
	Text79: No
	Text80: No
	Text81: No
	Text82: Yes.  Local level: students have crafted climate action plans for four local communities, developed a regional trail database, identified high value areas for agricultural preservation by local land trusts in support of a state grant application, worked to teach high school students about energy audits, and established bike share program.  State level: students have created a environmental scorecard for state legislators, provided training for college students on conducting GHG inventories,and inventoried all Maine businesses involved in renewable energy and energy efficiency for distribution to the public and for discussions with federal congressional and senatorial reps.  National level: students have advocated for national climate legislation.  Two students attended the Copenhagen Climate Talks, one as an official delegate with the International Emissions Trading Association.   Also taken part in 350 & Step It Up.
	Text83: Yes.  Bowdoin sponsored a "Climate Matters" contest for students to suggest approaches to reduce the College's carbon footprint.  This spring, students are competing in a video competition demonstrating their efforts to reduce emission.  Every October Bowdoin hosts a month long Energy Conservation Dorm Competition. The dorms compete to see who can reduce their energy consumption the most from baseline measurements. In addition, Bowdoin College also competes in the national Recyclemainia, placing in the top 25% in the Grand Champion category and top 10% in the Per Capita Classic for 2009.
	Text84: Yes.  
 - The Coastal Studies Institute, a nearby 118-acre tract of field, forest, and coastline. 
 - The 200-acre Kent Island Scientific Field Station in the Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick, Canada. 
 - Coleman Farm, an 83-acre coastal farm with salt marsh 
 - The Bowdoin Pines, 33-acres of white pines adjoining campus 

	Text85: Yes.  Bowdoin College has adopted a green housekeeping program that requires all cleaning supplies meet the Sustainability Criteria B California Code of Regulations maximum allowable VOC level requirements.
	Text86: Yes.  The Bowdoin Outing Club offers Pre-orientation and weekend trips that are open to students, faculty and staff.  Many courses have a significant field based component including Winter Field Ecology, Marine Biology, Hydrology, Environmental Science.  Intro to Environmental Studies includes a weekend field trip.   The McKeen Center offers Alternative Spring Breaks and Weekend Trips that are now incorporating nature based/sustainability components.  Service programs such as EcoService Day and Common Good day include trail work projects among other outdoor focused service projects.  The Coastal Studies Center includes a trail system for use by Bowdoin students, faculty and staff.
	Text87: Added third ZipCar to campus ZipCar fleet;  Developed Climate Action Plan with a goal of carbon neutrality by 2020; Built first LEED certified hockey arena in the U.S.; eliminated 90 page paper phone directory, saving est. 300,000 sheets annually;  Installed interactive Building Dashboard that displays real time energy use for 35 campus buildings http://www.buildingdashboard.com/clients/bowdoin ;  Aided in securing Amtrak passenger rail to Brunswick, anticipated to begin operation in 2012; Awarded $400K grant towards construction of new co-generation facility; Awarded $50K grant towards the installation of 960-square-foot solar thermal array (installation in 2010); Reduced bottled water purchases by 81%; successfully composted 100% of food waste from two events that fed a combined 5,800 people; Environmental Studies introduced six new courses focusing on sustainability and climate change.          
	Text88: - In October 2009, the College assisted Rusack Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies Phil Camill with the launch of a new blog designed to “explore big questions about society and environmental change.” Titled “Global Change—The Intersection of Nature and Culture,” Camill’s blog is available at <www.globalchangeblog.com>. In a recent post, American University professor and fellow blogger Matthew C. Nisbet wrote: “ Phil Camill has an excellent overview and synthesis of research on some of the communication barriers to action on climate change and the strategies for overcoming those barriers.”
- In the Spring of 2009, the College hosted a series "Polar Extremes: Changes in a Warming World", a series of public lectures, film screenings, exhibitions and symposia investigating  environmental change at the poles caused by warming.  In the fall of 2009, the College hosted an international symposium on climate adaptation, "Changing Environments, Changing Societies". 
- In the fall of 2009, Phil Camill and student Brooks Winner '10 presented at the AASHE conference on sustainability projects that Bowdoin faculty staff and students have been involved with in connection with the College's Climate Action Plan and community based initiatives.
- The College adopted an updated environmental mission statement in the spring of 2009. A draft of the statement was circulated to students, faculty, staff, and to the Board of Trustees, and the final version has been published prominently in Bowdoin’s catalogue and on the College Web site.
- Beginning in the fall of 2009, the College produces an annual report showcasing Bowdoin’s commitment to sustainability. The report covers initiatives in the academic program, student internships and independent study, transportation, facilities, dining, purchasing, energy efficiency, and student orientation programs, among others.
- The College has developed and implemented a new graphic design and graphic standards program aimed at raising awareness about Bowdoin’s ongoing sustainability efforts. These graphic elements and standards are used consistently in publicity and program materials. 
- As part of the spring 2010 Climate Days events, a series of co-curricular events have been planned in order to broaden the discussion of sustainability to as many different disciplines on campus as possible.  
- In February, Bowdoin College was co-organizer of a statewide Sustainability Institute that brought together college students from 11 different colleges in Maine to learn about tools for working effectively in their communities on sustainability initiatives.
- The College has launched a redesigned sustainability Web site. The site is a blog that highlights and raises awareness about sustainability initiatives across campus, including those involving the academic program, students, facilities, dining, and more. 
- The College has reduced the number of printed catalogues from 8,000 copies in 2004 to 5,000 in 2009. In the coming year, Bowdoin expects to produce a catalogue with 25% fewer pages and further reduce the print run to 2,000 copies. As online accessibility to catalogue information improves, the College expects to further reduce and possibly eliminate the piece.


